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Twenty years ago, in Jan u ary 1985, Je sus
com mu ni cated a pro phetic state ment to Ma -
rie-Paule which would be determining: “The
Work of ‘Life of Love’ is the Work of the Lady
of All Peo ples.” (Vie d’Amour, Appendice, vol. I, p. 283)

We must place this an ni ver sary in cor re la -
tion with an other an ni ver sary that is very
closely linked to it, that is, the an ni ver sary of
the pub li ca tion of the French-lan guage edi -
tion of the vol umes of Life of Love in May
1979, 25 years ago in May 2004. The sign of
these two events placed side by side is in the
mea sure of the spir i tual en ter prise. From the
open ing of the march, the Lord set a warn ing
for the gen er a tions to come with re gard to the
mean ing to be given to the Work that was de -
vel op ing. For the mean ing is al ways given, of -
fered. It is not in vented. It is to be dis cov ered,
to be ac cepted. Of course, it is pos si ble to in -
vent a mean ing, to com mu ni cate a mean ing,
to make sense, to construct a mean ing. How -
ever, it ap pears nec es sary to go in search of
the mean ing al ready pres ent in the event that
touches a per son. There are two pos si bil i ties: 
in vent a mean ing or find a mean ing. The sec -
ond choice is more en rich ing, for it em braces
the event and en cour ages one to be at ten tive
to the di vine ac tion at work in the free hu man
act. The mean ing that is con structed can err
be cause it is closed in upon it self. The mean ing that is dis cov ered 
frees space; it is open to God. The mean ing given does not ex -
plain, but it en light ens, it strength ens, it re as sures, it opens the
times. The mean ing of fered ra di ates the cer tainty of a mys tery
that has been ful filled.

The twenty-five year march of Life of Love has shown in an ob -
vi ous man ner the mys ti cal na ture of the Work that goes well be -
yond the think ing of an in di vid ual re gard less of how gifted this
per son may be. The jour ney man i festly bears wit ness to an in ter -
ven tion that goes be yond nor mal un der stand ing. One can deny
the ev i dence, but its ne ga tion does not make the spir i tual fruit dis -
ap pear. On the other hand, one can ac cept to look hum bly at the
mean ing that is un fold ing in or der to adopt it and be en riched by it.

This at ti tude is de ter min ing with re gard to the kind of fi del ity
that tinges the new event. The re fusal of what has been re -
quested from On-High bears within it self the seed of death in
which ste ril ity sets the hue of op er a tions in prog ress which are
too at tached to hu man con sid er ations, to a strict le gal ity and to a
for mal ism in ef fect. To ad vance, one must strip one self of self in
or der to take on the other.

The mean ing of Life of Love can be ver i fied in Je sus’ words
when He stated: “The Work of ‘Life of Love’ is the Work of the
Lady of All Peo ples.” (Id.)

Daz zling words which give the key to the ra di ant Work.
Mis sion ary words which cir cum scribe the co-re demp tive mes -
sage.
“Vo ca tional” words which af firm the de ter min ing role given.
Trust ing words which set the lim its of the ad ver sary.
Ecclesial words which give sal va tion back to hu man ity.

LIFE OF LOVE– MAY 1979 TO MAY 2004: 25 YEARS...
JESUS’ WORDS – JAN U ARY 1985 TO JAN U ARY 2005: 20 YEARS

Two ju bi lees which in di cate a dom i nat ing spir i tual cur rent for
our time that is in search of mean ing and truth.

Since its pub li ca tion in May 1979, Life of Love has trans -
formed the spir i tual land scape of hu man ity and of the Church: 25
years of a new ap proach to the mys tery of God in which the Chris -
tian man and woman re new, in depth, their bap tis mal prom ises
by giv ing them a fu ture that has been made new again and is
linked to the Mother of the Church, the mother of souls. The pub li -
ca tion of this co los sal Work set in mo tion a to tally new pro cess,
the pro cess of Mary’s re turn which an nounced that of Christ. A
pro cess that is be ing re al ized within the mys ti cal life – the life of
grace in cor po rated in all the di men sions, phys i cal, psy chic and
spir i tual, of the hu man per son – but placed within the reach of the
great est num ber of souls. Is that not the rea son why Pope John
Paul II has canonized the greatest num ber of saints, men and
women, ever seen dur ing a pon tif i cate, in or der to pro mote their
ex am ple? Is that not a sign of the mys ti cal times? For 25 years
the light ning words of a mys ti cal Pope, who is not afraid of in no -
vat ing or of conserving, have been pro claimed be fore the world.
A mys ti cal Pope who firmly clasps the cross of Christ and the em -
blem of Mary in her mys ter ies, the cross and the M, the Re demp -
tion and the Co-Re demp tion, in a sense. His Ho li ness Pope John
Paul II: a Pope for this time which is our time. And in the ur gency
of this same time, like wise over 25 years, an other course, the

course of a Life of Love man i fests it self with
the same grace, sup port ing the sign, in no vat -
ing and conserving, re ly ing on the sup port of
the same sym bols: the Son’s glo ri ous Cross
and Mary’s pres ence.

“YOU HAVE NOT YET SEEN THE MOST BEAU TI FUL”
The hand maid of the mys tery of our time

re ceived, quite per ti nently, pre cise in for ma -
tion which adapts the mis sion: “I ‘re ceive’ this
as sur ance, namely, that day af ter day my life
un folds in the mys tery of the love of the Son
and that of Mary: RE DEMP TION – CO-RE -
DEMP TION.... Later, alone with LOVE, I adore 
God’s plan. In this in ti mate si lence with Him, I
‘hear’ di vinely the fol low ing words: ‘AND
STILL... YOU HAVE NOT YET SEEN THE
MOST BEAU TI FUL.’ ” (Life of Love, vol. X, p. 71)

So many bat tles were en dured. So much
dis tance was trav elled. So many prom ises
were ful filled.

The mys tery shines forth from one page to
the next in this Life of Love which was given
and of fered. Page upon page; books and
more books; re views and pa pers. A mes sage
that makes use of the me dia to com mu ni cate
and to spread the Word which re veals the
cen tral mys tery of our time. An ex ac er bated
time. An en thu si as tic time. All at the same
time. A time of in com pa ra ble suf fer ing. A time

of in creased joy. All at the same time. A time of signs and re al iza -
tions for the glory of God.

The spir i tual life is in ti mately bound in with the man i fes ta tions
of the Chris tian faith in the wake of the “post-Pas chal” mys tery.
Through out the cen tu ries, Chris tians re-ac tu al ize in their lives
the risen Christ. This re-ac tu al iza tion is nec es sary for the evo lu -
tion of the econ omy of Re demp tion.

Chris tians open to the mys te ri ous ways of the Lord pro duce
sur pris ing spir i tual fruits for the growth of the Church, which fruits
give birth to won der ful cur rents of spir i tu al ity, in creas ing the num -
ber of saints. This dy na mism never stops be cause it co mes from
God and God is in ex haust ible in His kind ness and gen er a tion. If
there is a block age some where, it is al ways on the part of men
and women who ob struct the pas sage of the di vine light.

“THE KEY OF KNOWL EDGE”
Je sus said to the doc tors of the Law: “ ‘Woe to you! You build

the tombs of the proph ets, but it was your fa thers who mur dered
them. You show that you stand be hind the deeds of your fa thers;
they com mit ted the mur ders and you erect the tombs.’...

“ ‘Yes, I tell you, this gen er a tion will have to ac count for it. Woe
to you law yers! You have taken away the key of knowl edge. You
your selves have not gained ac cess, yet you have stopped those
who wished to en ter!’

“Af ter he had left this gath er ing the scribes and Phar i sees be -
gan to man i fest fierce hos til ity to him and to make him speak on a
mul ti tude of ques tions, set ting traps to catch him in his speech.”
(Lk 11:47-48, 51-54)

Je sus’ warn ing bluntly challenges His au di tors. There is no di -
plo macy in it. Je sus goes right to the crux of the prob lem, with out
any con cern whatsoever. He knows the per fid i ous hearts of His
in ter loc u tors and is not afraid to de clare the truth even if this does
not please those in power.

The re proach is ad dressed to the spir i tual lead ers. They are
build ing to day the tombs of the proph ets whom their fa thers, in
for mer times, killed. The forms of the pres ent and the past are
mixed, in or der to de liver a spir i tual mes sage that will be re mem -
bered. One sin gle and same ac tion is in ter act ing pro phet i cally.
To build now the tombs of the proph ets al ready killed in the past
brings the lis ten ers to ques tion them selves on the ac tions taken
by suc ces sive gen er a tions who have re peated the same be hav -
iors and er rors with re gard to the di vine ap peals is sued by the
proph ets.

Je sus’ irony is re mark able and scath ing. It gives a les son of
wis dom to hard ened hearts that will not be able to profit from it.
Je sus knows this, but His in ten tion is to bear wit ness to the truth
be fore the gen er a tions. He is a prophet, He acts as a prophet. His 
Word gives the truth re gard less of the cost. Je sus in di cates
precisely “the key of knowl edge” re quired to fol low Him, a key
which, again in our time, has been re moved, in de fi ance of truth
and jus tice. The times are be ing re peated. There are sur pris ing
sim i lar i ties with the lot which has been im posed upon the Found -
ress of the Army of Mary for de cades.

What is the key of knowl edge if not the key of the King dom of
heaven for all eter nity (with out end) opened and mer ited by the
Son’s Re demp tion when the times were ful filled? The first mo -
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ment of the en tire cre ation, re newed and re deemed. What is the
key of knowl edge if not the key of the King dom of the earth of the
cen tu ries (which will end) opened and mer ited by the Co-Re -
demp tion of the Daugh ter at the end of the times? The sec ond
mo ment of the en tire earth trans formed into new heav ens.

BREAKING THE EN EMY LINES
In Life of Love, the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples – as Je sus

de clares it – is be ing writ ten hu manly and di vinely ac cord ing to
the re quire ments of the mis sion, a mis sion which con tin ues to as -
ton ish, as do all things from On-High, al ways leav ing con tem po -
rary peo ple dumb founded, as they were in Je sus’ time. Di vine
grace is in ex haust ible; it sets to work ac cord ing to the ne ces si ties 
of the times and ac cord ing to God’s plans. It is im pos si ble to stop
it. Its na ture re spects the free dom of re fusal of hu man be ings, but
it forces the lines of time and space in or der to op er ate its won -
ders; it breaks the en emy lines in or der to reach its goal, that is to
say, the ful fill ment of di vine de signs.

The dou ble cel e bra tion re calls a di vine prep a ra tion that is
com pletely im preg nated by the voices from On-High pre sid ing
over the gen e sis of the Work. From the first years of the spread -
ing of Life of Love – 1979-1980 –, the Lord spec i fied the scope
and the vo ca tion of the in spired Work. The su per nat u ral in ter est
shown in this way fore told to the cho sen one the to tally ex clu sive
na ture of the en trusted mis sion, pro claimed be fore the uni verse
the breadth of a vo ca tion di rectly af fect ing the out lines of the new
evangelization which is be ing so rightly de manded, spec i fied the
ex tent of the op po si tion that would be aroused, as is al ways the
case when there is a spe cial mis sion, for that is a con stant el e -
ment of the mys ti cal life, a deep-seated and stub born op po si tion
led by the very ones who should nor mally un der stand, like in
Luke’s gos pel 1:47-48, 51-54, quoted and com mented upon
above. Noth ing should sur prise us though; rather, we should ap -
plaud be cause we have been found wor thy to en dure ab so lute
op pro brium. With out seek ing it and by do ing all in our power to
find so lu tions, the re lent less bat tle waged by en emies dis guised
in all man ner of ways is the oblig a tory cur rency of any spir i tual
com bat for, with and in the Cath o lic Church.

“A FIRE ON THE EARTH”
The com mem o ra tion 1979-2004 (25 years) along with the

spread ing in flu ence 1985-2005 (20 years) mark a spe cial point of 
im pact. In the very first years dur ing which Life of Love spread
rap idly, the Lord fore warned the Found ress of the role of spir i tual
di rec tor which the Work would ful fill. This su per nat u ral in di ca tion, 
in the midst of so many oth ers which have been ful filled or are in
the pro cess of be ing ful filled, is a choice prism for Chris tians en -
gaged in this bat tle along with the Lady of All Peo ples in this time
of break-up across the planet at all lev els of or ga ni za tion and re -
flec tion, a prism that re flects the rea son for a Work in line with the
di vine plan, a prism re flect ing the spar kling light of the sun of truth
and jus tice. The rays which em a nate from this trans lu cent trans -
par ent ness strike, like a so phis ti cated in vis i ble weapon pen e trat -
ing the heart of the earth, and man i fest the quiet force of the im -
pla ca ble di vine Word: “God’s word is liv ing and ef fec tive.... It pen -
e trates... the thoughts of the heart.” (Heb 4:12) Je sus in di cates the
sin gu lar na ture of this Word: “I have come to light a fire on the
earth. How I wish the blaze were ig nited!” (Lk 12:49) The fire of the
Word of the Lady of All Peo ples is in the pro cess of car ry ing out
this long-de sired Work, in or der to bring the earth to make this
change of love – “a fire on the earth... [al ready] ig nited”. A fire al -
ready ig nited, is a huge en ter prise which im plies an un prec e -
dented trans for ma tion at the very heart of mat ter – to use this
level of com par i son – in which the fire lit er ally sug gests the ex plo -
sion of a vol cano gen er at ing un sus pected en er gies.

This trans for ma tion is de scribed in the Apoc a lypse as be ing
“the new heav ens and the new earth.” (Cf. Apoc 21:1.) God’s fi nal
reign on earth, the King dom, as asked in the es sen tial prayer of
the Our Fa ther, re quires a to tal trans for ma tion of all peo ples, in -
clud ing at the same time all hu man be ings and the earth it self.
This en deavor will not take place with out pain. The fore run ners of 
this change are al ready pres ent in the ef fer ves cence which has
spread to all the ar eas of hu man ac tiv ity and in the pre car i ous
state of the planet Earth. Ev ery day, we hear talk of glob al iza tion
and ecol ogy, of an econ omy with out bound aries and of global
warm ing, of weap ons of mass de struc tion and of the dis ap pear -
ance of spe cies, of rac ism and ter ror ism, of cli ma tic changes and
sex ual abuse, etc. We could go on in def i nitely. Are these the pre -
lude of great changes about to take place? Many spe cial ists think 
so. In any case, it is food for thought.

THE LADY’S RE GARD
Quite per ti nently, the Lady of All Peo ples sums up in a terse

state ment the phe nom e non which be comes the subject of a very
pow er ful prayer: “Send forth your Spirit over the earth..., that they 
may be pre served from cor rup tion, di sas ter and war...” (27th ap pa -
ri tion, Feb ru ary 11, 1951) Thus, God’s re gard, through the in flu ence
of the Lady, con tin ues to re veal His ten der ness, mercy and
power to a suf fer ing hu man ity. This look of in dul gence and kind -
ness is set on the hu man be ing headed for his ruin. In this time
which is our time, a time of mar vels and glory, a time of pro phetic
re al iza tions, a strik ing Work, the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples,
in di cates God’s re gard look ing down upon the chil dren of this
earth in tur moil.

The re gard of the other, the in ter nal ized at ten tive ness of the
per son who looks at the other, is an ex traor di nary cap i tal of spir i -
tual com mu ni ca tion. First and fore most, one’s re gard is the a b c
of hu man com mu ni ca tion. The child in the cra dle learns about the 
ex te rior and in te rior world through his mother’s look as she gazes 
into his own eyes. And the baby’s gaze looks deep into its
mother’s eyes, as she is at ten tive to her child’s needs.

One’s re gard leads to a per son’s soul. A look re flects all the
states of a soul. It re flects the fun da men tal in ten tion of the heart.
A look does not lie. A look cap tures the other per son’s at ten tion. A 
look gives life. A look kills.  A look builds. A look de stroys. It is a
tool of pri mary value given by God.

“God’s word is liv ing and ef fec tive, sharper than any two-
edged sword. It pen e trates... the thought s of the heart.” (Heb 4:12)

This in ner pen e tra tion of thought, cur rent and liv ing ex pres -
sions of God’s Word for our time, runs through the mes sages of
the Lady of All Peo ples and Life of Love. The two co or di nates, the 
mes sages of the Lady of All Peo ples and Life of Love, spell out a
sin gle re gard from God con verg ing upon earth to re new it in love
and faith. It is a re gard that stands out at each turn as a vi sion, an
in di ca tion, a mes sage, a con tem pla tion, a per cep tion, a proph -
ecy, a light. On each page of this pair, we dis cover an at ti tude
adapted to this re gard of peace, whether it is an at ti tude of peace,
at ten tive ness, so lic i tude, ten der ness, in dul gence, com pre hen -
sion, ser vice or hope... This con tin u ous pat tern is prac tised with -
out wea ri ness, al ways fo cussed upon the in com men su ra ble love 
of the mer ci ful Fa ther.

The Lady of All Peo ples, through her in ter ven tions and her
ma ter nal con cerns, re veals the maj esty of the re gard. Her mes -
sages, by means of the ap pa ri tions, vi sions and proph e cies, call
to mind the phases of the cri sis of the Cath o lic Church which is at -
tacked from all sides, and the po lit i cal, eco nomic and mil i tary
state of the world, pre sent ing so lu tions as a rem edy to “the cor -
rup tion, di sas ter and war”. The Lady’s at ti tude is a tre men dous
re gard cast upon hu man ity and the Church. This re gard of the
Lady trans mit ted through the mes sages and Life of Love must be
con sid ered and stud ied at ten tively, for upon this re gard de pends
the des tiny of the world. The signs are there in her words. To ac -
cept them brings peace to hearts.

To firmly fix in our minds the cor re spond ing ap pa ri tions and
mes sages is an ac tion that speaks for it self. The tone and the
rhythm of the scenes con stantly bring us with out ar ti fice to con -
sider the ob vi ous re al i ties of our time. Who ever seeks truth and
gen u ine ness eas ily sees in this God’s voice.

“There is, first of all, a daz zling light. Then I see the Lady. From 
up there, she makes me a sign to look down be low me. And I see
Eu rope.

“The Lady shakes her head. Lit tle an gels are grouped about
her feet. And while I am look ing, they cover their faces with their
wings. Up there, the Lady is stand ing in the bril liance of a daz zling 
light; but look ing down to wards the earth, I see that all is dark -
ness, and the lon ger I look, the more and more dark ev ery thing
be comes.

“I raise my eyes to wards the Lady in the light. But, with a stern
face, she obliges me to turn them to wards the earth.

“A word, printed in large let ters, takes shape in the dark ness:
‘TRUTH.’

“Raising my eyes, I see again the an gels at the feet of the
Lady. Again they cover their faces with their wings. The Lady
says:

“ ‘Give warn ing! The Truth has dis ap peared.’
“And I an swer, to my self, ‘Me? – How can I do that?’
“ ‘Go and prop a gate.’
“That is what she says. And while say ing this, she in di cates

with her fin ger the world. I can make out, but vaguely, a great
num ber of ec cle si as tics and churches.

“ ‘Search; and see if you can find Him.’ 
“And once more her ges ture in di cates to me the world. I

search... I search... I say, ‘I am so tired! And I hurt so much!’
“Then I see a great cross de tach it self from the Lady. One

would say that it is as if this cross were be ing dragged. But I do not 
see who is drag ging it thus. I only see the cross. The cross trav els
the long road which leads from on high to down be low, to the
earth. And, sud denly, the cross is erected, fixed up right, at the
cen tral point of the world.

“I turn to wards the Lady. I see a long pro ces sion com ing for -
ward. These, I think, are pil grims. She says: ‘Look.’

“I look. The Lady traces an arc over the world. The arc hav ing
been de ployed, it is as if she were writ ing some thing there. A
word ap pears at the sum mit of the arc. I read, out loud: ‘TRUTH”.
Then she writes on the left. I read: ‘FAITH’. Then she writes on the
right. I read: ‘LOVE’.

“In di cating to me the whole of it, she says:  ‘Go and prop a gate.’
“The Lady makes an other ges ture in the di rec tion of the arc:
“ ‘This must re turn: it ap pears to be there; in re al ity it is not

there.’
“While say ing this, her face ex presses an in de scrib able sad -

ness. And at this point I feel my self im pelled to say, ‘Ca lam ities
upon ca lam i ties and nat u ral di sas ters.’

Then words ap pear. They are: ‘HUNGER’ ‘PO LIT I CAL
CHAOS’.

“She says: ‘Not for your coun try alone, but for the en tire world.’
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“A great pain grips me. I say, ‘Be hold, days of suf fer ing and op -
pres sion over the world.’

“Words rise up: “ ‘WITH OUT IS SUE’.
“But sud denly light blazes forth about me. The Lady makes a

move as if to come down. Showing me the three words, ‘TRUTH,
FAITH and LOVE’, she smiles and says:

“ ‘But many things will have to be learned.’
“With a ges ture she in vites me to look to the right. And there, a

man is sit ting. This man wears a beard, and he raises two fin gers
held to gether. Un der his el bow, a large book. Be fore him, a large
key. The pic ture fades from sight. The Lady says: “ ‘Look.’

“And I see a great rock. On the rock, a Lamb is ly ing down. I
hear:  ‘ECCE HOMO’.
“And sud denly ev ery thing dis ap pears; the Lady and the light.
(Raoul Auclair, The Lady of All Peo ples, 8th ap pa ri tion, Feb ru ary 25, 1946)
“The Lady ap pears, hold ing a child in her arms. And then, as if

she has sud denly come down, there she is, stand ing on the
globe. And the globe is turn ing un der her feet. She looks at me
and says: ‘Come! Fol low me!’

“I fol low her. And then it is as if we were jour ney ing about the
globe. The Lady turns to me and, in di cat ing the Child:

“ ‘It is He, again, whom I wish to bring to this world.’
“But while say ing this, the Lady shakes her head as if to say,

‘No.’
“I con tem plate the Child; but while I am look ing at it, the Child

be comes a Cross. The Cross falls to the earth and breaks. I see
the world. The world is cov ered with dark ness. Then sud denly I
hear the Lady cry out:

“ ‘But then bring Him back into this world!’
“And she shows the Cross. 
“And sud denly there is the Cross, set up at the cen tral point of

the world. A crowd sur rounds it. There are many kinds of peo ple;
but all turn away from the Cross. Then I am taken with an ex treme
wea ri ness. I com plain of it to the Lady. She an swers me with a
smile.

“But be hold, the Lady now ap pears to me to be seated in a kind 
of arm chair, and the Child, from whom a great light em a nates, re -
poses upon her knees. She says: ‘First of all, re turn to Him. Only
then will true peace come.’

“The Lady stresses the word ‘true’. Words then take shape,
form ing like an arc above the Lady. I sense that I must read them
out loud. I read: ‘TRUTH’.

“I speak to the Lady and say to her, ‘Again?’ The Lady nods
‘yes,’ with her head. I con tinue to read out loud; to the left, I read:
‘JUS TICE’.

“To the right, I read:  ‘LOVE OF NEIGH BOR.’
(Id., 9th ap pa ri tion, March 29, 1946)

THE LADY’S RE GARD IN LIFE OF LOVE
The Work of Life of Love fol lows along the same lines as the

mes sages of the Lady of All Peo ples.  It ful fills this lat ter’s fun da -
men tal mes sage. The power of the re gard of the Lady of All Peo -
ples shows through ev ery page of Life of Love. Her re gard
touched a mul ti tude of souls who saw it and fol lowed it faith fully.
An other group of souls saw it but did not re main faith ful to it.
Finally, an other group of souls sim ply met it with vary ing shades
of sin cer ity or du plic ity, with out com mit ting them selves in te ri orly,
not a com mit ment to ac tion but a com mit ment whereby one
would re ally reg u late one’s heart to the truth of the soul be ing
looked at.

The re gard of Life of Love em braces the Church in its real and
sac ra men tal en tity. The hu man equi lib rium, pro foundly hu man in
the Found ress, un questionably brings the reader of Life of Love
to ad vance fur ther in his con ver sion and love of the Church. The
re gard of Life of Love makes an ap peal  to all the souls of the hu -
man com mu nity in or der to of fer them to the Lord. 

Men of the Church who hold such tre men dous pow ers, power
over the Body of Christ, the power to bind or to loose, the power to 
open or to close, re main vig i lant, be cause you run the risk of
letting pass by the fun da men tal ecclesial mys tery of our era. You
are afraid to err. And if it were true? So many times in the course
of his tory, cer tain men of the Church made mis takes. Back track,
look at the signs, open your hearts. Sooner or later the truth will
make it self heard. The Lady prom ised it.

“The Work of ‘Life of Love’ is the Work of the Lady of All Peo -
ples.” (Je sus to Ma rie-Paule 20 years ago, in Jan u ary 1985) (Life of
Love, Appendice, vol. I, p. 283)

Oc to ber 10, 2004 Marc Élie

To try and imag ine hu man ity as it was
in its be gin nings is not easy, such a long
time have we been – and con tinue to be –
so far from the ma te rial and spir i tual con -
di tions that pre vailed at the time of its cre -
ation. That is why, at the outset, we set
about re shap ing in our mind the im ages
we had as so ci ated with the more con crete
as pects of the for ma tion of the first man,
mak ing our selves aware, first of all, of the
su per nat u ral or i gins of the ma te rial frame -
work within which he evolved. The next
step will now per mit us to pro ceed fur ther
in the con tin u a tion of our re flec tions, this
time by deal ing with the more sub tle as -
pects of the psy chic and spir i tual di men -
sions of this for ma tion.

To be gin with, let us place Adam within
the mi lieu of the sub lime life that was given 
him, the Gar den of Eden which con sti -
tuted, along with him, a sum mit, rel a tive to
the var i ous el e ments of the cre ated uni -
verse, and, in striv ing to rid our selves, as
best we can, of all the cen tury-old sources
of dis tor tions that could bias our think ing,
let us try to imag ine in what man ner those
very first mo ments of the first hu man cre -
ated by God were lived.

THE PURITY OF THE FIRST RE GARD
In the first place, let us bear in mind that

Adam was a per fect be ing: 
“None of you can imag ine how per fect
the first crea ture was. Only We [the
three Di vine Per sons], in the eter nal
pres ent which is our eter nity, can see
the per fec tion of the re gal work of our
cre ative In tel li gence.”1

So the first man had no weak ness or
im per fec tion that could have dis torted his
think ing or twisted his judg ment.

“... Adam and Eve had re ceived ev ery -

thing. More than that, they had in them
no he red i tary de fect. They had only the
per fec tion of hav ing been formed by
God’s hand, by God’s Thought. By His
thought, and by it alone, God had or -
dered the clay to take shape ac cord ing
to His de sign, and the mol e cules of the
clay, in ert and deaf mat ter, had obeyed.
Ev ery thing obeys God’s com mand...
Any thing could have been asked of
Adam and Eve.... Ev ery thing was to be
asked and ex acted of them.”2

Thus, be ing to tally vir gin, cre ated like
his fu ture com pan ion in a mi lieu that was
just as vir gin, the first hu man bore in him -
self none of the res i due de riv ing from any
ex pe ri ence what so ever, nor did he pos -
sess all those fil ters we in herit from our
cul ture and which, while very of ten claim -
ing to in struct us on life, have only ob -
scured the re gard we give it.

“As a nat u ral crea ture Adam en joyed
what he saw: the beauty of the vir gin
world only just born of God’s cre ative
power. He en joyed all that lay within his
power: his em pire over all in fe rior crea -
tures. God had ar ranged all things so
that man might be well served. From the
sun down to the ti ni est in sect, ev ery -
thing had been con ceived so that ev ery -
thing might be a de light to him.”3

Con se quently, the an i mals, the plants
and all the nat u ral ex panses that he ob -
served were nei ther ob jects of sci ence,
sub jects of a po lit i cal na ture, eco nomic
goods nor cul tural re al i ties in the sense
that we un der stand them to day. The re -
gard that Adam cast upon the new world
was a pure and un tainted re gard. He was
thus able to draw from these things that
which the Cre ator had put in them, with out
wreak ing any de for ma tions in them. The

lion, the ga zelle, the rose, the jas per re -
vealed them selves to him such as they
truly were; he could grasp them in the
fulness of their es sence, re ceiv ing from
them the to tal ity of what God had willed to
place in them. So, strength, gen tle ness,
beauty, bril liance, all of these touched the
first hu man in his body, heart and soul,
nour ish ing ca pa bil i ties for ad mi ra tion and
ap pre ci a tion to tally liv ing and un al ter able,
that had not as yet un der gone the scar ring
of the Sin nor that of the civ i li za tion that
was to be a con se quence of it.

In ad di tion, thanks to the vir gin ity of his
re gard and the pu rity of his ap pre ci a tion
Adam cer tainly en joyed that “joy” that
filled the uni verse, and those “smiles” from 
which God had made His Cre ation with the 
aid of His di vine Spouse:

“When with in vi o la ble law He closed the
abyss un der the vault, when He fixed
firm the ce les tial vault and He sus -
pended there the sources of wa ter,
when He as signed the sea its bound -
aries and He or dered the wa ter not to
pass its limit, when He laid down the
foun da tions of the earth, I was by His
side ar rang ing ev ery thing. I was al ways
joy fully at play in His pres ence, I played
in the uni verse.
“Yes, Mother, with Whom God, Im -
mense, Sub lime, Vir gin, Uncreated was 
preg nant and car ried You like a most
sweet bur den, re joic ing at feel ing You
stir within Him, when with Your smiles
He cre ated the Uni verse!”4

But where, to day, is that joy and where
are those smiles that God put in His Work? 
Alas! the ar ti fi cial en vi ron ments we have
cre ated for our selves have been so de -
prived of them that, in or der to find what is
left of them, we are con demned to seek ing 


