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“Je sus of Naz a reth, King of the Jews”:
such were the words of the in scrip tion
fixed above Je sus nailed to the Cross of
Cal vary. Now, that in scrip tion was placed
there by or der of Pi late. So it was the Ro -
man au thor ity in Je ru sa lem who thus of fi -
cially pro claimed the roy alty of Je sus of
Naz a reth.

This sign did not please the chief
priests. They went to Pi late and asked him
to change the word ing: “You should not
write, ‘King of the Jews,’ but ‘This man
said: I am King of the Jews.’ ” (Jn 19:21)

We can see that it was un der cir cum -
stances that were in com pre hen si ble, hu -
manly speak ing, but fore or dained by God, 
that the Sav ior of the world was pro -
claimed “king” by the pub lic au thor ity of
that time. Why such a tragic sit u a tion for
such a proc la ma tion? Je sus was ut terly
pow er less, and it was then that He was
pro claimed king! What a mys tery!

As we see things hu manly, Je sus ought 
to have been de clared king when the op -
por tune mo ment pre sented it self to Him.
For ex am ple, af ter the mul ti pli ca tion of the
loaves and fishes, peo ple were say ing,
“ ‘This re ally is the prophet who is to come
into the world.’ Je sus, who could see they
were about to come and take him by force
and make him king, es caped back to the
hills by him self.” (Jn 6:14-15)

Je sus is king; that is a truth. But He did
not want to be rec og nized as such be fore
His hour or in a hu man man ner, but in ac -
cor dance with the wis dom of His Fa ther: at 
the hour of His tri umph over Evil. Now
there you have the fore sight of God! There 
you have the reign of God over souls! Je -
sus said to Pi late, “Mine is not a king dom
of this world.” (Jn 18:36) The king dom of Je -
sus is not of this earth but of Heaven! What 
Je sus wants at any price, even at the price
of His death on the Cross, is to reign over
con sciences.

It is true that men had never imag ined
great ness as God sees it. It had al ways
been thought that, in or der to be great one
had to daz zle, crush, dom i nate. It was
thought that, in or der to reign, one had to
im pose one self, pos sess riches and have
sub jects obe di ent out of fear.

Now, what was es sen tially new, with
Christ, was the con cept of great ness that
was un known to men. The maj esty of
Christ the King goes hand in hand with His
gen er os ity. His great ness lies in His be ing
in fi nitely good, His glory, in know ing how
to give, His no bil ity, in giv ing Him self, in

giv ing the en tirety of His be ing and in giv -
ing His all through the gift of Him self. 

Christ the King, who brings us the rev e -
la tion of the true God, is nailed to the
Cross; and this is the op por tu nity for Him
to man i fest an in fi nite gen er os ity ca pa ble
of open ing our hearts to the im i ta tion of His 
ab ne ga tion. Je sus on the Cross re veals to
us that God’s will is that we should be -
come what Je sus Him self is – gen er ous,
mag nan i mous, mer ci ful. That is the mean -
ing of the words of Saint Hippolytus: “If you 
obey his holy di rec tions, if, in be ing good,
you im i tate him who is good, you will be -
come like unto him and he will fill you with
honor. For God is not a men di cant, he who 
has made you god also, for his glory.” 
(French-lan guage bre viary, no. 1, 6th day in the
oc tave of the Na tiv ity, Of fice of read ings, p. 280)

If God willed to trans mit Him self to men, 
it was pre cisely be cause He is eter nal
Love, in fi nite Char ity, the per fect Gift, pre -
oc cu pied solely with giv ing Him self and
with touch ing us through His Love, to the
end that we may unite our selves with Him
through our love.

Christ is truly king, but a king who as -
serts Him self only by means of Love and in 
ap peal ing to the lib erty of each of His “sub -
jects”. Through the Holy Spirit, He com -
mu ni cates to us His own life; He seeks no
per sonal ad van tages, for He is king only
for the ben e fit of those to whom He of fers
His di vine gifts.

The Gos pel tells us that two thieves
were cru ci fied be side Him. One of them
un der stood that the man there was a just
man. He de clared to his com pan ion in tor -
ment: “In our case we de serve it, we are
pay ing for what we did. But this man has
done noth ing wrong.” (Lk 23:41) He let him -
self be touched by grace, and com pen sat -
ing for the in sults prof fered Je sus, he did
not hes i tate to pro claim the king ship of Je -
sus: “Je sus, re mem ber me when you
come into your king dom.” (Lk 23:42)

This is a very great pro fes sion of faith in 
Christ’s king ship, for it also ex presses be -
lief in the ul ti mate res ur rec tion. So while
the good thief saw on the cross a dis fig -
ured, bleed ing man, he also showed that
he be lieved in that man’s king dom of love
and mercy over and be yond death.

And even be fore He left this world, Je -
sus de clared to him, “In deed, I prom ise
you, to day you will be with me in par a dise.”
(Lk 23:43) Those words were ad dressed to
a gen u ine crim i nal who de served the fate
that be fell him. Je sus made a truly royal

ges ture, that of par don ing. Be cause He is
king, He had the power to show grace to
the thief, that is to say, to grant him the
grace of sal va tion. He lib er ated one con -
demned to death and be came the Sav ior
of whom we had need. For that felon
saved by rea son of his faith is each one of
us. As Saint Paul re minds us: “God
wanted all per fec tion to be found in him
and all things to be rec on ciled through him
and for him, ev ery thing in heaven and ev -
ery thing on earth, when he made peace
by his death on the cross.” (Col 1:19-20)

To all of us, we “who are of the same
blood” as the thief, of the race that be trays
God, a royal road is pre sented. The mer ci -
ful Christ in vites us to be come kings along
with Him through be com ing dis pens ers of
mercy and par don. Such is the King dom
that is not of this world. Acting thus is the
true way to cel e brate the feast of Christ the 
King.

Let us ac claim Christ the King in the Eu -
cha rist and re ceive Him in the ut ter most
depths of our be ing so that, trans formed
by His glo ri ous Body and Blood, we may
be able to at tain the glory of Par a dise.

On the feast of her Pre sen ta tion in the
Tem ple, let us ask Mary to im part to us the
sen ti ments of her Heart so that we may re -
ceive more wor thily the Holy Eu cha rist, to
the end that Je sus may give us to the full -
est de gree His Holy Spirit. May He reign
over the whole of our life and, thereby,
over the whole of the world!

Nov. 21, 2004 Fr. Maurice Péloquin

The True Great ness

by the fire of great trib u la tions and closely joined to God.
They will carry the gold of love in their heart, the frank in cense 
of prayer in their mind and the myrrh of mor ti fi ca tion in their
body....” (Id., no. 56)

What a prophet for our times! he who wrote that 300
years ago.

“Of all the great spir i tual per sons of re cent cen tu ries,”
notes Fa ther Ber nard, O.P., “Blessed de Montfort is in dis put -
ably the one who has done the most to in spire amongst us this
sen ti ment of our de pend ance on the Blessed Vir gin and of her
ma ter nity in re gard to us. He speaks of the mys tery of Mary
some what as oth ers who, in the wake of Apos tles, speak of the
mys tery of Je sus....” (La Vraie Dévotion à la Sainte Vierge,
L’Évangile de la Sainte Vierge, pp. V-VI)

Fa ther Louis Ma rie, “that great man abased”, was raised
up by Pope Leo XIII in 1886 and can on ized by Pope Pius XII
on July 20, 1947. Pope John Paul II in scribed this great saint,
who in spired the for mer’s Mar ian motto “Totus Tuus”, in the 
gen eral li tur gi cal cal en dar; his feast was as signed to April 28
for the uni ver sal Church.

SOURCE OF ALL OF  CHRIST’S MYS TERIES
And his tory, which has man i fested so many out pour ings

of light, has never ceased open ing our hearts at the al tar of
the Sac ri fice from whence pro ceed so many dis con cert ing

mys ter ies, no ta bly that of the Re demp tion which only Love
can ex plain.

The Im mac u late is the source of all Christ’s mys ter ies.
“In this time which is Our Time,” the Vir gin of Sor rows has
fixed us to the cross in hav ing us par tic i pate in Christ’s Pas -
sion, that Pas sion which up lifts us and makes us, like Christ,
“rev o lu tion ar ies of LOVE”.

This is the hour of Love, Love that is go ing to de stroy ha -
tred in the world and bring about the world’s re birth to Life.
It is the hour when Truth will tri umph over the mach i na -
tions of all sorts, over the cal um nies spread broad cast
among the la ity and the re li gious alike. Cal umny is Sa tan’s
pre ferred weapon. How ever, though “the pow ers of hell are
go ing to be un leashed, they will not van quish the Lady of All
Peo ples.”  (48th ap pa ri tion, De cem ber 3, 1953)

Men, so of ten de ceit ful and full of van ity in the face of
mys tery, will shortly see the lit tle ones, whom they abased,
rise up and relight the di vine pro gram of the Gos pel which
will in scribe it self in flam ing let ters on souls.

This great fire of love is al ready burn ing and ra di at ing; it
is warm ing, in the man ger, the In fant pre sented to us by
Mary, His Mother, calm and se rene. This Child has come to
re mind us that His Fa ther is Love and Mercy and is in vit ing
all of us to the eter nal King dom.

No vem ber 21, 2004 Mother Paul-Ma rie

An Ex cep tional Triduum
I am plunged in the read ing of the is -

sue no. 169 of the pa per which al lows us
to in creas ingly deepen last Sep tem ber’s
ex cep tional Triduum.

We must con tinue to live amid the de -
mands of our daily work even though we
would like to be on our knees, con vinced
that we are but ze ros. May we, in our small 
mea sure, col lab o rate in the com ing of the
ter res trial King dom in a spirit of love.

What a tre men dous mys tery we are
wit ness ing! Be sides all the texts which
help us deepen the pro phetic mo ments of
the Triduum, I es pe cially ap pre ci ated
Marc Élie and Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld’s
ar ti cles.  How in spired these au thors are
and what tal ent they have for writ ing.
Thank you for shar ing this with us. 

Lou ise Desrosiers




