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You will find at tached the ac count of an ex pe ri ence
prov ing that peo ple can still ap pre ci ate the “fruits” of the
Army of Mary. How beau ti ful it will be when the clergy and
the la ity will drop their prej u dices against us. Please note
that I am not send ing this piece to you for pub li ca tion. I
sim ply wanted to share it all with you.

P.S.: – When we sang at the Ca the dral in Nicolet, I re -
mem bered the beau ti ful cer e mony we had there on the
oc ca sion of the 10th an ni ver sary of the Army of Mary in
Nicolet, in 1981, a cer e mony I at tended with my hus band
and chil dren. It was sub lime! What a beau ti ful mem ory!

Some En cour age ment!
On Tues day, Oc to ber 5, 2004, the an nual Mass for the

move ment “Les Mar gue rites” (whose mem bers pray for
priests) was held at the Ca the dral in Nicolet. It was cel e brated
by His Ex cel lency Ray mond St-Gelais, ac com pa nied by
some fifty priests and a few dea cons.. The per son in charge of
the move ment, Monique Vachon, had asked Christiane
Leblanc to play the or gan, re quest ing that she also find sing -
ers for the oc ca sion. So Christiane put to gether a quar tet from
the mem bers of the Fidélys Choir from Ste-Clothilde-de-Hor -
ton. In this quar tet, three were mem bers of the Army of Mary:
Ma rie-Josée Plaisance (so prano), Jean-François Camirand
(tenor) and my self (alto), along with Hertel Boisvert (bass)
who is sym pa thetic to the Army of Mary. The choice of hymns
was tra di tional ex cept for this move ment’s ral ly ing hymn.

Ma rie-Josée Plaisance sang Maria Ma ter Gratiae at the Of -
fer tory and Jean-François Camirand, the Panis Angelicus at
Com mu nion. Christiane on the or gan and Jon a than Hélie, a
young twenty-year-old vi o lin ist, in ter preted Bach’s Ari oso,
Mo zart’s Ave Verum and other beau ti ful se lec tions.

Af ter Mass, Bishop St-Gelais came to en cour age each one
of us in di vid u ally, say ing: “Con grat u la tions, you sang very
well for us!”  He also went to con grat u late Christiane, the or -
gan ist, and Jon a than, the vi o lin ist.

Christiane asked him: “You did n’t find the cer e mony too
long, Your Ex cel lency?” And he re plied: “On the con trary,
your hymns helped us to pray!”

Fa ther Ray mond Tremblay, a Redemptorist Fa ther from
Sainte Anne de Beaupré, who com posed the ral ly ing hymn for 
the move ment, came to tell us: “The man ner in which you in -
ter pret your hymns is very prayer ful. Do you of ten ac cept en -
gage ments like this?”

Then, at least a dozen priests, among them a Montfortan,
and two dea cons came to of fer com pli ments such as:

“It was very pro fes sional. – You have a won der ful rep er -
toire. – Your hymns were very pi ous and very prayer ful. – Your 
voices blend well to gether.”

A priest who was wear ing his ro man col lar even ad mit ted:
“You had us as cend to heaven!”

A lay woman also told us, speak ing to Ma rie-Josée: “We
had the im pres sion of be ing in heaven. You have an an gel’s
voice. I had the im pres sion of hear ing an an gel sing!” Ma rie-
Josée then told us: “Just be fore Mass be gan, I had prayed that 
our hymns might touch the hearts of the priests.” Ob vi ously,
this prayer was answered. The lay peo ple were also touched.
A few days af ter this event, Christiane met Mrs. Vachon, the
per son in charge of the move ment, who wanted to tell her
again that she had re ceived a cho rus of praises for the hymns
and the mu sic in ter preted dur ing that Mass. We should men -
tion that we had dis cretely re cited the Prayer to the Lady of All
Peo ples just be fore the cel e bra tion be gan. It would ap pear
that she did her work.

Among the crowd of sev eral hun dred peo ple gath ered to -
gether in the Ca the dral in Nicolet, a canon, a few priests and
some lay peo ple knew full well that we were mem bers of the
Army of Mary. There is no doubt that Bishop St-Gelais will
even tu ally find out as well. We hope that our hum ble con tri bu -
tion will serve to re move a few prej u dices.

Jeannine Thiffault-Blanchette

The other day, I sent you a short ac count of a Mass at
which we had sung at the Ca the dral in Nicolet. This time,
we were asked to sing at a Mass in the par ish of Sainte-
Anne de Danville in the di o cese of Sherbrooke. Here is an
ac count of it.

More En cour age ment!
On Sat ur day, Oc to ber 23, 2004, a spe cial Mass was held

for the Knights of Co lum bus at Sainte-Anne de Danville
church, dur ing which med als of merit were to be given to
mem bers, par tic u larly those who had given 25 or 50 years of
faith ful ser vice in this move ment. A mem ber of this group who
sings with us had asked our di rec tress, Christiane Leblanc, if
the Fidélys Choir could sing dur ing this Mass. Eleven choir
mem bers ac cepted the in vi ta tion, nine of whom are mem bers
of the Army of Mary. At the very be gin ning of Mass, the kind
priest, Fa ther Léo Durocher, said: “I wel come the mem bers of
the Fidélys Choir. It is al ways a plea sure to have them here.”
(We must say that this was the fourth time we were asked to
sing in this church for var i ous cel e bra tions. This new church
was re built af ter fire dev as tated the old church. We should
also men tion that in spite of the op pos ing opin ions that at -
tempted to dis suade them, the cou ra geous pas tor and faith ful
of this small com mu nity held firmly to their de sire to re build
their church which is a beau ti ful ex pres sion of hope in the fu -
ture.) At the end of Mass, this no ble priest warmed our hearts
with these words: “We thank the mem bers of the Fidélys Choir 
for their beau ti ful hymns which, be sides be ing pleas ant to lis -
ten to, help to el e vate our souls in the con tem pla tion of the
mys ter ies of Christ.”

We pre sented in four part har mony tra di tional hymns and
sev eral Latin hymns, two of them by Fa ther Hervé Lemay, all
of which was ac com pa nied at the or gan by Christiane
Leblanc. There was much praise from the faith ful at the end of
Mass. One com ment in par tic u lar was heard very of ten: “You
helped us spiritually!” Mary touches souls by means of sa cred
hymns, us ing her hum ble in stru ments. We have more and
more ev i dence of this, be cause, with the de cline in re li gious
prac tice, church choirs tend, in creas ingly, to dis ap pear.

The li tur gi cal prayers of this Mass were quite el o quent,
speak ing of “the King dom” and “all peo ples”. The prayer that
pre ceded the first read ing read as fol lows:

“God, you who wish to make your self known of all hu man
be ings to bring them into your King dom, look down upon the
ex tent of the fields to be har vested. Send forth a great many
la bor ers who will pro claim the Gos pel to ev ery crea ture, so
that from all the peo ples of the earth a new peo ple may be
born and de velop, a peo ple that your Word will have brought
to gether and your sac ra ments sus tained.”

The prayer over the gifts spoke of “a God of love” and also
of “all peo ples”.

“Look, Lord, upon the face of your Christ and re mem ber
that He of fered Him self for the sal va tion of all. In Him who glo -
ri fied you to the point of of fer ing you His life, grant that you may 
be ac knowl edged as the God of love from one end of the world 
to the other, that all peo ples of the earth may send up to you
the praise and thanksgiving of Je sus, your Son, our Sav ior.”

May Mary, Mother and Lady of All Peo ples, keep us faith ful
and cause His Church to blos som again!

Jeannine Thiffault-Blanchette

Thanks to Jeannine
Dear Jeannine,

Your ap pre ci a tions are pleas ant to read. The one you pre -
pared on Oc to ber 29, as well as the one that pre ceded it,
prove that your Fidélys  Choir has a vast field of apostolate go -
ing well be yond the con fines of your par ish.

The com pli ments you re ceive and which you re count so
well echo the qual ity of your rep er toire and the love you
spread as you sing for the glory of God and Mary. What beau -
ti ful en cour age ment to carry on! Sr. Micheline

– Le Royaume!  Read ing it lifts us up more and more to heaven. It 
is so ful fill ing and filled with hope. Thank you to all the col lab o -
ra tors.

Geor gette Ma jor

– “God’s pa tience seems to me to be the flower of His mercy.” (Sis -
ter Jac que line Desrochers)

– “The love of the heart is the heart of love.” (Mariano Izquierdo)


