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On Sat ur day, No vem ber 27, 2004,
on the feast of the Mi rac u lous Medal, a
great step was taken by His Ho li ness
Pope John Paul II in fa vor of the unity of
Chris tians. Dur ing an ec u men i cal cer e -
mony over which he pre sided in the Vat -
i can ba sil ica with the Ec u men i cal Pa tri -
arch of Con stan ti no ple, Bartholomew I,
the Pope re turned to this East ern
Church the rel ics of Saint Greg ory of
Nazianzen and of Saint John
Chrysostom which had been kept at the
Vat i can for cen tu ries. These two Fa -
thers and Doc tors of the Church who
lived in the 4th cen tury are a bridge be -
tween East and West where they are
sim i larly ven er ated.

Saint Greg ory of Nazianzen was a
bishop of Con stan ti no ple. His re mains
were trans ferred from Con stan ti no ple to 
Rome in the 8th cen tury in or der to pre -
serve them dur ing the icon o clast per se -
cu tion (“icon o clast” co mes from two Greek
words and means “breaker of im ages”). In
fact, the Byzantine Em per ors Leo III
(717-741) and his son Constantine V (741-
775) had or dered the de struc tion of holy
im ages and rel ics, and those who ven er -
ated them were fiercely per se cuted.

Saint John Chrysostom was named
Pa tri arch of Con stan ti no ple at the end of 
the 4th cen tury. Hav ing died in ex ile a
few years later, his body was brought
back to Con stan ti no ple by the Em peror
Theodosius. His rel ics were then trans -
ferred to Rome in the 13th cen tury, dur -
ing the Latin em pire of Con stan ti no ple.

On June 29, 2004, the Ec u men i cal
Pa tri arch Bartholomew I asked Pope
John Paul II to trans fer the rel ics of these 
two saints to Con stan ti no ple, and the
Sov er eign Pon tiff agreed. The Pa tri arch 
an nounced that the rel ics would be
placed in the Pa tri ar chal Ca the dral of
Saint George. This ges ture by Pope
John Paul II in fa vor of the East ern
Church is highly sig nif i cant. As Car di nal
Wal ter Kasper, Pres i dent of the Pon tif i -
cal Coun cil for the La ity, ex plained, the
hand ing back of the rel ics 

“is a sign of a com mon her i tage from
the two first cen tu ries of Chris tian ity:
the same faith in Je sus Christ, true
Man and true God, the same faith in
the Blessed Trin ity and in many other
things. Now, we have added a kind of
“communicatio in sacris” for the rel -
ics. In fact, it is not a mat ter of dead
bones for ei ther the Or tho dox or for
us, but they are a part of saints who
are in the glory of heaven, a kind of
con tact with the re al ity of heaven, and 
to gether we par tic i pate in this re al ity.
That is why this ges ture has a very,
very pro found sig nif i cance. It has a
great ef fect. When all is said and done, 
it is an act of rec on cil i a tion be tween
the East and the West and there fore a
very im por tant step for the fu ture of
ecumenism.” (Com ments made on Vat i can
Ra dio and pub lished in the French edi tion of
Zenit on No vem ber 28, 2004.)

THE POPE’S LETTER TO THE 
EC U MEN I CAL PA TRI ARCH

Dur ing the cer e mony of the hand ing

over of the rel ics on No vem ber 27, Arch -
bishop Sandri, Sub sti tute of the Vat i can
Sec re tar iat of State for gen eral af fairs,
read the let ter ad dressed by Pope John
Paul II to Pa tri arch Bartholomew I in
which the Holy Fa ther re it er ated his will
“of search ing out, stead fastly and with
de ter mi na tion, this com mu nion be -
tween Christ’s dis ci ples”.

“Now, at the tomb of the Apos tle Pe -
ter, the Lord in his good ness gives us
the op por tu nity to meet once again, in
fra ter nal char ity, in prayer and in the
de sire to jour ney to gether to wards the
full and vis i ble un ion that Christ wills
for his dis ci ples. 
“In the trans fer ral of such holy rel ics
we find a blessed oc ca sion to pu rify
our wounded mem o ries in or der to
strengthen our jour ney of rec on cil i a -
tion, to con firm that the faith of these
Holy Doc tors is the faith of the
Churches of East and West. We also
wit ness to a fa vour able mo ment to
‘show in word and deed to day the im -
mense riches that our Churches pre -
serve in the cof fers of their tra di tions’.
“This is the ‘ac cept able time’ to join
our prayer to their in ter ces sion, so
that the Lord will has ten the ar rival of
the mo ment when we can live full
com mu nion to gether in the cel e bra -
tion of the Holy Eu cha rist, and thus to 
con trib ute more ef fec tively so that the
world be lieves that Je sus Christ is
Lord. 
“Be loved Brother, I will never tire of
search ing out, stead fastly and with
de ter mi na tion, this com mu nion be -
tween Christ’s dis ci ples; my de sire, in
re spond ing to God’s will, is to be a ser -
vant of com mu nion ‘in truth and love
so that the ship – that beau ti ful sym -
bol which the World Coun cil of
Churches has cho sen as its em blem –
will not be buf feted by the storms and
will one day reach its ha ven’.”

THE EUCHARISTIC EX PE RI ENCE
OF OC TO BER 22, 1978

Pope John Paul II was iden ti fied on
sev eral oc ca sions by the seeress of the
Lady of All Peo ples in the Eucharistic
Ex pe ri ences which fol lowed the ap pa ri -
tions. The Eucharistic ex pe ri ence of Oc -
to ber 22, 1978, the very day of Pope
John Paul II’s in stal la tion, he whose ap -
point ment had been “an nounced” to Ida, 
brings us to the very par tic u lar mo ment
we are liv ing.

Ida found her self at the foot of a
moun tain against which a lad der was
leaning (just like in the Eucharistic ex pe -
ri ence of De cem ber 8, 1978 which was
ful filled in a sur pris ing way through what
Mother Paul-Ma rie ex pe ri enced re -
cently with re gard to the putt ing in the
tomb of the pierced heart – cf. the ar ti cle
“It Is Ac com plished!” in the last is sue of
the pa per). Af ter hav ing climbed the lad -
der and found her self at the sum mit, Ida
heard the Voice com ing from the clouds:

“This pe riod has come to an end.
[“It is ac com plished,” the Voice

would say in the ap pa ri tion that fol lowed

on De cem ber 8, 1978.]
“The tide will turn. Watch well! The
face of the sun-dial has changed.”
At the top of the moun tain Ida saw a

“large sun-dial” whose nee dle os cil -
lated sev eral times be tween the let ters
“W” (Westen: West) and “O” (Oosten:
East). Next to the let ter “O”, there ap -
peared

“cler gy men of var i ous Ori en tal
Churches. One of them had an icon1

in his hand, an other was wear ing a
pointed bro caded cap and oth ers had
dif fer ent at trib utes.”
She also saw, next to the sun-dial,

sev eral crosses dif fer ent from the or di -
nary cross.

Near the let ter “W” “stood an or di -
nary Cross, which was very tall and ra di -
ated on all sides. A large, scin til lat ing
Star sur mounted the whole im age and
over it ap peared the sign, the Chi-Rho
[the Christogram].”

That is not the only pas sage in the
ap pa ri tions or the Eucharistic ex pe ri -
ences that deals with an upheaval in na -
ture, but with re gard to the “cler gy men
of var i ous Ori en tal Churches”, it is quite
sig nif i cant that this im age should be
shown on the very day of the in stal la tion 
of Pope John Paul II, un der whose pon -
tif i cate im por tant steps of rec on cil i a tion
have been taken be tween the Church of 
Rome and the East ern Churches. In
fact, the Holy Fa ther has clearly
indicated, on many oc ca sions, his com -
mit ment in fa vor of the unity of Chris -
tians as well as that of all peo ples.

“We must pull down the walls of di vi -
sion, hos til ity and hate,” he de clared
last No vem ber 17, “ so that the fam ily 
of God’s chil dren may once again live
in har mony at the one ta ble, to bless
and praise the Cre ator for the gifts he
lav ishes upon all with out dis tinc -
tion.” (Gen eral Au di ence in the Paul VI Hall)
Pope John Paul II, with his mys ti cal

soul, is a pre cious gift from the Lord to
His Church which, we must ac knowl -
edge, is go ing through a deep cri sis.
And, af ter the im age of the Lord, it is
when he is  fixed to the cross that his
min is try is the most fruit ful, for, as Fa -
ther Veilleux said to Ma rie-Paule in his
let ter of Sep tem ber 15, 1965: 

“The cross alone is the as sur ance of
God’s work, and it alone will be ex -
alted.” (Life of Love, vol II, chap. 91)

De cem ber 1, 2004
Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld

1. This im age of an East ern re li gious bear -
ing an icon re minds us of Pope John
Paul II’s ges ture in fa vor of the Or tho dox
Church in Rus sia and the en tire Rus sia
peo ple when, in Au gust 2004, he
handed over to the Or tho dox Pa tri arch
Alexis II the icon of the Mother of God of
Kazan which had been kept in his pri vate 
apart ments in the Vat i can.

No vem ber 27, 2004 - His Ho li ness Pope
John Paul II and the Pa tri arch
Bartholomew I dur ing an ec u men i cal
cel e bra tion at the Vat i can.


