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Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Ac tiv ities
at the Eucharistic and Mar ian

Cen ter Spiri-Maria, Lac-Etchemin
(Jan u ary, Feb ru ary, March and April)

1. Sat ur day and Sunday, Jan u ary 22
and 23, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the
Lady of All Peo ples and the Unity
of Chris tians

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, Feb ru ary 12
and 13, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Our
Lady of Lourdes and the Dogma of
the Im mac u late Con cep tion

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, March 19
and 20, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Saint 
Jo seph

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, April 2 and
3, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the
feast of the Di vine Mercy of Je sus

5. Sat ur day and Sunday, April 16 and
17, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Je sus, 
the Good Shep herd

The pro gram for the two days of
prayer be gins at 9:30 a.m. on both
days, and in cludes a Mar ian Hour,
Mass, a Eucharistic Hour and time for
per sonal ad o ra tion.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

* * *
ENG LISH RE TREAT
Fri day, April 22 to Sunday, April 24
Theme: “Mass is worth liv ing!”
Re treat mas ter: Fr. Dan iel Gauthier

* * *
For in for ma tion and registration,

con tact Char lotte Bélanger at:
Spiri-Maria Alma 
626 route du Sanctuaire
Lac-Etchemin, Qc G0R 1S0 Can ada
Tel./fax: 418-625-3333; E-mail:
spiri-maria@communaute-dame.qc.ca

We wish to ex press our sin cer est con -
do lences to the fam i lies who have lost
a loved one. Be fore the re al ity of
death, may Chris tian hope be a
source of com fort and peace.

IN MEMORIAM

ARPIN, Marie - Kedg wick Ri ver, N.B.
DESROCHERS, Orphir - War wick
DESROSIERS, Fa ther Mar cel - Ni co let
DUBÉ, Marie-Eu génie - Lac-des-Pla ges
FIORITA, Assun ta - Mon treal
GAGNÉ, Marie-Anne - Que bec
GILBERT, Jeanne - Lon gueuil
LANHAM, Do lo res - Owens bo ro, KY
LAROUCHE, Jean nine - St-Ho no ré-de-
Chi cou ti mi
LAVOIE, Lau rent - Baie-St-Paul
LAVOIE, Maire-Ange Bou chard - Chi cou -
ti mi-Nord
LEDUC, Ja ni ta Mer cier - Lac-Etche min
MORIN, Fran çoise - St-Geor ges-de-
Beauce
RIOUX, Har vey - Edmund ston, N.B.
ROY, Marie-Rose - Pointe-Verte, N.B.
SIMARD, Brother Lau rent, O.F.M., Utsu -
no miya, Ja pan
THIVIERGE, Claire Brault - Ville St-Lau -
rent, Mon treal
VIALLET, René - Ste-Anne-des-Chê nes,
MB

When he went to Eu rope to preach the an nual re treat of the Knights of Mary
(from France, Bel gium and Hol land) at Lourdes, Fa ther Denis Laprise was also
able to make a short stop over in It aly, more par tic u larly in Rome, where he was
able to meet with cer tain Church au thor i ties, one of whom was His Ex cel lency
Arch bishop Piergiorgio Silvano Nesti, C.P., Sec re tary Gen eral of the Con gre ga tion 
for In sti tutes of Con se crated Life and So ci eties of Ap os tolic Life (C.I.V.S.C.V.A.).

This meet ing with the C.I.V.S.C.V.A., which had not been planned at the out -
set, was re quested by Fa ther Denis him self, on the ex press rec om men da tion of a
friendly Vat i can au thor ity whose name it is better not to men tion at this time.

Af ter this meet ing, which took place Oc to ber 30, 2004, find ing it nec es sary to
re state more clearly cer tain facts that came up dur ing the in ter view that lasted
almost two hours, Fa ther Denis wrote one let ter to His Ex cel lency Arch bishop
Nesti to thank him, and an other to give him required ex pla na tions. Fol low ing are
Fa ther Denis’ let ters.

La Com mu nau té des Fils de Marie
626, route du Sanc tuaire, Lac-Etche min, Qué bec, CANADA, G0R 1S0

Té lé phone: (418) 625-3377 - té lé co pieur: (418) 625-3334
cour riel: de nis.la prise@so ge tel.net

Lac-Etchemin, No vem ber 9, 2004

Most Rev er end Ex cel lency
Arch bishop Piergiorgio Silvano Nesti
Sec re tary Gen eral of the C.I.V.S.C.V.A.

Most Rev er end Ex cel lency:
When I vis ited Rome Oc to ber 29 and 30, I had not planned to visit any dicastery 

what so ever. How ever, a Ro man au thor i ty whom I met en quired about the cur rent
sit u a tion of the Sons of Mary. I re plied that we were in “statu quo”.

There upon he in sisted that I do some thing about it dur ing my short stay in the
Eter nal City, that I knock at all the doors, tell ing me that this was in ac cord with the 
Gos pel: “Knock, and it will be opened to you....” That is how it hap pened that I
went to your Dicastery to re quest an in ter view with you, even though I had no
fixed ap point ment.

Thus, I am most grate ful to you for hav ing opened the “door” to me so that I
might let you know what is most im por tant to us.

Dur ing our con ver sa tion you in vited me to write to you. So, most will ingly, I
am ac ced ing to your re quest in ad dress ing you the let ter that fol lows.

Sin cerely yours in the Hearts of Je sus and Mary,

Fa ther Denis Laprise, O.FF.M.

* * *

Fa ther Denis’ Let ter
to His Exc. Arch bishop Silvano Nesti

Lac-Etchemin, No vem ber 9, 2004

Most Rev er end Ex cel lency,
Fur ther to our meet ing of last Oc to ber 30, I wish, first of all, to

sin cerely thank you for hav ing re ceived me. Upon my re turn to Can ada, af ter hav -
ing con sulted with a few con freres in volved in the events we spoke of dur ing our
dis cus sion, it is ap pro pri ate to clar ify cer tain spe cific points in or der to avoid all
con fu sion. Here are the events as they were lived by the per sons in volved.

– Ap point ment of the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner and His First Visit in Rome
Dur ing our in ter view, Your Ex cel lency, in the pres ence of Fa ther Diego Di

Odoardo and sup ported by him, you main tained that the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner,
af ter his ap point ment on March 24, 1997, had not been re ceived by Fa ther Jean-
François Mastropietro and by the con freres liv ing at the Passionists’ Generalate
House.

Here are the events as they took place. Af ter his ap point ment, the Pon tif i cal
Com mis sioner, His Ex cel lency Bishop Gilles Cazabon, did in ef fect visit the Sons
of Mary on April 21, 22 and 23, 1997, at the Passionists’ res i dence. He was wel -
comed by Fa ther Jean-François Mastropietro and the stu dents whom he met one
by one. All the con freres can tes tify to this. Af ter that visit, Bishop Cazabon
thanked us in his let ter of May 9, 1997, which is proof that we re ceived him.

– De par ture of the Stu dents
Two years later, that is, on April 23 and 24, 1999, fol low ing mis un der stand ings

and threats re ceived by Fa ther Jean-François Mastropietro from the Con gre ga tion
and the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, the pro cess for the de par ture of the stu dents was
set in mo tion. Here is an ac count of the events:

« To tus Tuus »

Fr. Denis
Laprise
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Our Readers
Speak Up...!

Yours Is Such a Beau ti ful Work!
Many, many thanks for the pa pers I re -

ceived yes ter day. I spent a good part of the 
day al low ing my self to be ed i fied! Yours is
such a beau ti ful Work!

In the pa per I learned that you have
mu si cal works avail able: a sa cred con cert
un der the theme of the Im mac u late Con -
cep tion; the Com mu nity of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary sings its love of the Eu -
cha rist (with med i ta tions). Are there oth -
ers like that?

I am never sur prised at my re ac tion to
the read ing of your pa per. By na ture, I am
a “bawler”..., but yes ter day af ter noon,
tears of joy flowed be fore the beauty of
your work (the pic tures show us just a
very tiny part of it, I’m sure!). What a
mys tery. A faint im age, but an im age
none the less of what Heaven will be like –
the King dom! You give us signs of it, sym -
bols of it. It is not sur pris ing that hell’s
fury should be un leashed.

Ever since I have known you, I have al -
ways been amazed at the power of the
Spirit at work in you. What a con so la tion
for our time! What hope for to mor row!
Erected on the Cross, your Com mu nity is
des tined for Vic tory. I have been united to
the two for a long time: Cross – Vic tory;
Death – Res ur rec tion!

P.S.: Keep me in your prayers. You are
al ways in mine.

Your friend, your brother,
Oc to ber 14, 2004 Fa ther Ger ald

“I Bless You!”
Fa ther Maurice Péloquin was bril -

liantly in spired to en ti tle his ar ti cle in Le
Royaume, no. 169, “The Cross and the Tri -
umph of Love”. It is truly through the
Cross that the tri umph of Love of the glo -
ri ous fam ily of the Army of Mary will
come. It is by the Cross that Je sus tri -
umphed and again it will be by the Cross
that Mother Paul-Ma rie and all her sons
and daugh ters will tri umph.

From a truly fil ial heart, I bless you,
un der the re gard of Mother Mary.

Fa ther Émile Thibault

Find ing One self
Be tween the Ham mer

and the An vil
I re ceive Le Royaume reg u larly. In the

last is sue, I read with keen in ter est the ex -
change of cor re spon dence be tween you
and Car di nal Ouellet and Fa ther Pi erre
Mastropietro. To find one self be tween the
ham mer and the an vil is a very un com -
fort able po si tion; but es pe cially when the
ham mer de scends from “On-High”, then
ev ery thing fits into a plan that is greater
than we are. But in the end “He” knows
how to strike fair blows that will work to
the ad van tage of the en tire Church. 

Nat u rally, I add my fair share of prayers 
for you, for the mis sion to which you feel
called and for the en tire Fam ily of the
Sons and Daugh ters of Mary.

Sin cerely yours in the Lord,

Oc to ber 28, 2004 From the Vat i can, X...

As it had been agreed upon with Bishop Cazabon, the Sons of Mary in Rome
were pre par ing to re ceive him on April 24, 1999. Ev ery thing had been pre pared
for his visit. In fact, even the Passionist Sis ters had been in formed of the pres ence
of a dis tin guished vis i tor in or der to pre pare an ap pro pri ate meal.

So Fa ther Jean-François went to the Res i dence Domus Sanctae Marthae at the
time agreed upon in or der to pick up Bishop Cazabon and bring him to the Sons of
Mary for a meal. Bishop Cazabon, af ter a ten-min ute con ver sa tion with Fa ther
Jean-François dur ing which he threat ened more than once the ex is tence of the res i -
dence for stud ies, fi nally de cided to can cel the visit. It was the Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioner him self who re fused to come to meet the Sons of Mary as had been planned,
and who thus can cel led his visit.

It was af ter this con ver sa tion with Bishop Cazabon and fur ther to the se ri ous
threats of rapid in ter ven tion with the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. con cern ing the ex is tence of
the res i dence for the stu dent Sons of Mary in Rome that, upon the ad vice of dif fer -
ent au thor i ties, the de ci sion was taken to close the Scholasticate in Rome as
quickly as pos si ble. In ef fect, the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner had clearly ex pressed
his res er va tions re gard ing the fu ture of this res i dence. The stu dents sub se quently
left Rome on May 6 and 7, 1999.

– The De par ture of the Sons of Mary from the Arch di o cese of L’Aquila
As I tried to ex plain to you dur ing our meet ing, the ar range ments for the de par -

ture of the Sons of Mary from the Arch di o cese of L’Aquila were made in due form
with Archdiocesan au thor i ties. Ev ery one was aware of the sit u a tion, with the ex -
cep tion of the pa rish io ners. Con cern ing the fi nal de par ture from L’Aquila, His Ex -
cel lency Bishop Giuseppe Molinari could cer tainly con firm the re cep tion of three
let ters writ ten by Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro to the Archdiocesan au thor i ties; you
would also have re ceived cop ies of those let ters. Here are the dates of the afore -
men tioned let ters:

– Oc to ber 1, 1996: Let ter to His Exc. Arch bishop Mario Peressin ex plain ing
the im pos si bil ity of guar an tee ing the pres ence of Sons of Mary in the Arch di -
o cese.

– De cem ber 13, 1996: Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Giuseppe Molinari clar i fy ing
cer tain facts and men tion ing the Sons of Mary’s  in ten tion of re leas ing them -
selves from all re spon si bil ity to the Arch di o cese.

– De cem ber 28, 1996: Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Giuseppe Molinari in form ing
him that the pas to ral ser vices of the Sons of Mary would cease as of Jan u ary
1, 1997, and of their de par ture from the Arch di o cese.

It should be noted that this de par ture was mo ti vated by just causes and for the
phys i cal and psy cho log i cal wel fare of the Sons of Mary in volved in the pas to ral
min is try within the Arch di o cese.

Fur ther more, in the days that fol lowed, Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro handed over
all the doc u ments of each of the par ishes, in clud ing a de tailed in ven tory of all that
be longed to the par ish, the list of the bank ac counts and par ish as sets, the keys to
the churches and rec to ries, all of which was noted in min utes that were signed and
coun ter signed by the Archdiocesan Chan cery. The Sons of Mary left the Arch di o -
cese of L’Aquila in a re spect ful man ner for de tailed rea sons which you will find in
the let ters men tioned above, but which can be summed up thus: They left in or der
to safe guard their dig nity and their equi lib rium and be cause the au thor i ties who 
should have in ter vened to clear up the dif fi cult sit u a tion and re pair the dam age
caused did not do so.

– Ap point ment of the Su pe rior Gen eral
With re gard to the ap point ment of Fa ther Eric Roy as the Su pe rior Gen eral of

the Com mu nity, it must be re mem bered that we are still in the pe riod of foun da tion 
and that the de cree Perfectae Caritatis is clear when it states that “loyal rec og ni -
tion and safe keep ing should be ac corded to the spirit of found ers, as also to all the
par tic u lar goals ... which con sti tute the her i tage of each com mu nity”. (PC 2)

The found ress made known this change to Fa ther Eric Roy on May 8, 2003, as
well as to a few con freres pres ent in clud ing Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi, the Su pe rior Gen -
eral at the time, a change that would be ef fec tive on May 31, 2003. Thus this ap -
point ment is to tally le git i mate for the Com mu nity which has the tre men dous priv i -
lege of be ing able to count on the pres ence of the Found ress who is still liv ing.

That is why, even be fore his first visit, this change was men tioned to the Pon tif -
i cal Com mis sioner, Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast. Dur ing his first visit, he
him self said that he would rat ify this ap point ment. Fur ther more, a let ter was sent
to him im me di ately af ter his visit, July 13, 2003, so that he could pro ceed.

In clos ing, all that has been stated here can be at tested to at all times by the Sons
of Mary who were the main par tic i pants in these events, and other proofs can be
pro vided at an op por tune time.

On the strength of which I re main sin cerely yours in Je sus and Mary,

Fa ther Denis Laprise, O.FF.M.

cc.: To whom it may con cern
(con tin ued on page 12)
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The Hour of Light Will Come
The Masses sent by Sis ter Chantal have 

al ready been cel e brated for your in ten -
tions. I am very grate ful for your ex pres -
sions of trust and af fec tion for me as a
priest. For so many years, I have been pas -
sion ately study ing your prov i den tial Life
of Love with a view to the King dom, the
sec ond phase of which – its sec ond pe riod 
of prep a ra tion – came to an end last Sep -
tem ber 14 (1971-2004).

I met Arch bishop Ouellet in Ma drid a
few years ago dur ing a sym po sium on von 
Balthasar and Adrienne von Speyr, and he 
seemed to me to be a man of God (He has
his plans and, in truth, it won’t be long be -
fore He man i fests Him self.)

That which is new in your life and that
God is ac com plish ing is very great and
dif fi cult to as sim i late by those fol low ing
clas si cal the ol ogy. But the hour of light
will come for the mys tery of the Im mac u -
late. I be lieve that Marc Bosquart’s in tu -
itions are be com ing in creas ingly more
pre cise in their for mu la tion.

With the prom ise that I will con tinue
to pray for the per se ver ance of all, now
that “it is ac com plished”.
No vem ber 1, 2004 Pa dre Joaquin Ferrer

Is sue No. 169 of Le Royaume 
Leaves No One In dif fer ent

May the grace of Our Lord Je sus Christ
be with you. No one re mains in dif fer ent
af ter read ing the is sue no. 169 of Le Royau -
me. I think this will make both sides grow
in their search for an “agree ment”.

The let ters of May 31 and June 18 be -
tween Ma rie-Paule and the Arch bishop of
Que bec are ex traor di narily re spect ful.
Both suf fer for love of God. On the one
hand, your Mother lis tens to her con -
science in re fus ing the meet ing she her -
self had asked for; on the other hand, His
Em i nence ac cepts the can cel la tion with
great hu mil ity and ad vises Ma rie-Paule
that he prays that the Holy Spirit may en -
lighten both sides... There is suf fer ing,
much suf fer ing, but also a lot of hu mil ity.
And both want to take this step in obe di -
ence to the Lord. I find that very beau ti ful.

We should men tion that there is much
sin cer ity (even if that is not a cri te rion of
dis cern ment). The frank ness and loy alty
to God of your Mother seem to be the ul ti -
mate goal of her life.

The Army of Mary and the Church are
at the cross roads. May God help you in the 
steps taken for the good of His Church. 
May it all hap pened for the good of the
Church! This eve ning, at the Eu cha rist, I
thought of you. All is not over. Sin cere
greet ings.                          Claude Gilbert

Ges tures of Love and Char ity
In a hom ily in Mon treal, the priest told

us that the ges tures of love and char ity we
make in this world serve to ex tend the
King dom of God. Be cause of the for ma -
tion we have re ceived in the Work we
strive to al ways sur pass our selves a lit tle
more so that His King dom may come on
earth as it is in heaven. How beau ti ful it is
to have been called to be a part of this
work for our time, this time in which the
three worlds are be ing re vealed to the lit -
tle ones that we are. 

Yves and Nicole LeCorre

The more that his tory is writ ten, the 
more it re peats it self. And in spite of
the fact that some will cry out for all to
hear, in sea son and out of sea son, that
Rev e la tion is well and truly closed –
not to say dead –, it is none the less true
that the Lord, the Good Shep herd, the 
Liv ing One con stantly pres ent at the
cen ter of the grand His tory of God
and men, con tin ues to in ter vene, in an
of ten un ex pected man ner, but one
that is al ways per fect and mar vel ous,
in the lives of His sheep in or der to
pro tect them, warn them, pre pare
them and lead them to the ce les tial
pas tures.

If it is true that “the dis ci ple is not
above the Mas ter”, it is of ten true as
well that to walk in the foot steps of the 
Good Shep herd, and thus to be come
in creas ingly day by day a “pas tor af ter 
his Heart”, one must also ac cept to
par tic i pate, each in his own small mea -
sure, in the “spe cial treat ments” re -
served for Him here be low, more par -
tic u larly those from other pas tors
more con cerned with them selves than
with the sheepfold and who, un for tu -
nately, in the course of his tory and still 
too of ten to day, ac com plish the work
of mer ce nar ies when they are not
outrightly do ing that of the wolf.

For which of my deeds do you wish
to con demn me to day? There you
have the ques tion which Fa ther
Benoît Picard would have had, and
still has to day, ev ery right to ask of the
au thor i ties who, through the in stru -
men tal ity of His Ex cel lency Bishop J.
Pe ter Sartain, Bishop of Lit tle Rock in 
Ar kan sas, U.S.A., suc ceeded in hav -
ing him sent away from the di o cese af -

ter he had worked gen er ously for
more then six years as a vis it ing priest
who, be cause of his health, was to
have been tak ing rest, while as sum ing
mainly the re spon si bil ity of chap lain
to the Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity
at St. Mi chael’s Monastery in Hot
Springs.

If, af ter his two quite re cent meet -
ings with Bishop Sartain, Fa ther
Benoît was open to and ac cepted with
re spect and dig nity the de ci sion fi nally 
taken by the lo cal bishop, the fact of
the mat ter is that cer tain di rect wit -
nesses from the very be gin ning felt
that it was nec es sary not only to bear
wit ness to the many and good fruits
God pro duced in such a short pe riod
of time through the in ter me di ary of a
poor ded i cated ser vant in spite of his
quite frail health, but also to show, by
this very fact and with out bit ter ness or 
lack of char ity, all the false ness of the
“hear say” upon which, once again, a
pres ence was judged, stamped and fi -
nally bur ied un der a pile of ca lum ni -
ous stones, a pres ence that it self was
the sign of an other Pres ence which,
this one, is quite dis turb ing....

There fol low the let ters of wit ness
which Sis ters Theresa Ma rie Lalan -
cette and Theresa Dionne, re spec -
tively Su pe rior and As sis tant Su pe rior 
of St Mi chael’s Monastery, thought
ap pro pri ate to send to their bishop,
Bishop Sartain, a copy of which they
also sent us. This will be fol lowed by
Mrs. McCrary’s let ter which, in turn,
sheds light on the re gret ta ble mach i -
na tions which con trib uted, to a cer tain 
ex tent, to Fa ther Benoît’s de par ture.

Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro

Sis ter Lalancette’s Let ter to His Exc. Bishop P. Sartain
Sis ter Theresa Ma rie Lalancette

Mon as tery of Our Lady of Char ity
1125 Malvern Av e nue

Hot Springs, AR 71901 

No vem ber 29, 2004

Rev er end Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain
Di o cese of Lit tle Rock
2415 North Ty ler Street
Lit tle Rock, AR 72207

Dear Rev er end Bishop:
I hope you had a won der ful Thanksgiving, and I pre sume you also had a chance

to steal a lit tle rest. Here, ev ery thing is well.  We had a won der ful Thanksgiving too.
The rea son why I am writ ing this let ter to day is that I heard that a num ber of

peo ple are giv ing you their ideas about the Army of Mary, in clud ing Mr.
McCrary, who is poi son ing so many minds here in Hot Springs with his lies and
cal um nies. I thought that I could also give you my idea about the most beau ti ful
and help ful move ment that has brought count less peo ple back to their faith and as
many con ver sions to the Cath o lic faith.

I wit nessed so many graces ob tained through the Army of Mary that my con -
science would not be at peace if I did not de fend this di vine Work. I can tell you

Sr. Theresa
Lalancette

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN... con tin ued from page 11)
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Mrs. Bette Sargent’s Let ter to
His Exc. Bishop Sartain

De cem ber 1, 2004

Bishop Pe ter Sartain
P. O. Box 7565
Lit tle Rock, Ar kan sas 82207

The Rev er end Bishop Sartain:
Let me pref ace this let ter by say ing, I

have never writ ten a let ter to a priest or a
Bishop be fore. I guess I have never been
so af fected by any de ci sion con cern ing the 
Church be fore. I am 63 years old and have
been a Cath o lic all my life. I have al ways
con sid ered myself a “prac tic ing Cath o lic”,
I mar ried in the Church and bap tized my
chil dren and gave them a Cath o lic ed u ca -
tion and al ways at tended Sunday Mass
and Holy days. Daily Mass was not prac -
ticed as a rule. I al ways made a con fes sion
at least once a year be fore Trin ity Sunday.

All of this changed when Fa ther Ben e -
dict started the Per pet ual Ad o ra tion Cha -
pel at St. Mi chael’s and be came my Spir i -
tual Ad vi sor. All I can say is that Fa ther
Ben e dict, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, changed my life. The pres ence of Je -
sus as a hu man is mir rored though him.
Ev ery thing that I see has a whole new
mean ing be cause I can see through his
eyes. My weekly con fes sions and par tic i -
pat ing in daily Mass said by Fa ther Ben e -
dict has taught me so much about my
Cath o lic faith. It is al most as though I have 
just been in tro duced to Je sus through
Mary. I have al ways re spected de ci sions
made by the Church with re gard to prac -
tice and some of it I did n’t al ways agree
with but I came to ac cept. I guess I al ways
thought (through my na ivety) that de ci -
sions made, al though not ex actly as I
would have them, were at least just well
thought through. I had no idea that a few
con spir a tors could con vince the Bishop
that any wrong-do ing was hap pen ing. I
in ten tion ally am re strain ing my self from
nam ing any names or plac ing any blame
since this is one of the ba sic rules of life
that Fa ther Ben e dict has in stilled in me.
In my hum ble opin ion Fa ther Ben e dict
has done more for Hot Springs and unity
of all faiths than any priest that has ever
been as signed to this town.

I am a mem ber of St. John’s Cath o lic
Church and have been for 40 years. I have
never felt the rev er ence or the love that I
have ex pe ri enced dur ing the Sacrifice of
the Mass as per formed by Fa ther Ben e -
dict. All he has ever taught is love and the
Gos pel. Each ser mon ex plained the read -
ings in a way that took on life to the Mass.

I guess the point I am so con cerned
with is: How can a Bishop, if he truly is
look ing for the truth, not see that he is
tak ing away the best thing that has ever
hap pened to Hot Springs? The Cor pus
Christi Pro ces sion, the Eucharistic Ad o ra -
tion Cha pel, the spir i tual guid ance of fered 
to so many, the trav el ing Pil grim Vir gin
Mary, and the teach ing that the nar row
path is the only path to take in or der to
reap the re wards of ev er last ing life. I re al -
ize that Fa ther Ben e dict’s work will go on,
but please give credit to the one who ini ti -
ated these won der ful de vo tions. I can only 
say that who ever re ceives this man of love

that since I am an Associate with the move ment (over twenty years), my spir i tual
life has im proved. For six years now we have had a Son of Mary for chap lain. He
bases his teach ing on the Bi ble and the liv ing tra di tions of the Church from the
writ ings of our Holy Fa ther the Pope, St. Theresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross
and St. Louis Ma rie of Montfort. Fa ther also in sists on “Love, Char ity and In te rior
Re form”. As a Su pe rior, I can see a big change for the better among my com mu -
nity sis ters these past few years.

Dear Bishop, I know how hard it is for you to make a judg ment af ter you have
heard these neg a tive com ments from dif fer ent peo ple, es pe cially since you are not
fa mil iar with the or i gin of the foun da tion of the Army of Mary. I am happy,
though, that you are tak ing the time to study this case with Fa ther Ben e dict, be -
cause the ad ver sar ies are not in ter ested in learn ing about this di vine Work. They
put all of their en ergy into try ing to de stroy it.

Fa ther wants us to love our ad ver sar ies, and to pray for them. They will ex pe ri -
ence a short vic tory. Then the truth will be known and the Im mac u late Heart of
Mary will tri umph. Let us re joice and pray much.

Sin cerely, from a happy and priv i leged As so ci ate of the Army of Mary, who
hum bly asks your bless ing.

Sis ter Theresa Ma rie Lalancette 
Su pe rior

cc.: To whom it may con cern

Sis ter Theresa Dionne’s Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain
Sis ter Theresa Dionne

Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity
1125 Malvern Av e nue
Hot Springs, AR 71901

No vem ber 29, 2004

Rev er end Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain
Di o cese of Lit tle Rock
2415 North Ty ler Street
Lit tle Rock, AR 72207

Dear Rev er end Bishop:
I know you are very busy, so I will try to make this let ter as short as I can.  I

heard that that there is a cer tain man in Hot Springs who is mak ing trou ble for the
Army of Mary move ment.  I am very sorry and I hope and pray that he will change
his mind.

I love the Army of Mary and have been a mem ber since 1980.  The Army of
Mary has helped me spir i tu ally and is still do ing it.  I try to re form my life even
more.

Since Fa ther is here, we have had many con ver sions, many join ing the Church,
and some com ing back to church af ter many years of not prac tic ing their faith. 
One man who had been away from the Church for thirty years told me, “ Do not let
this priest go.”

The priests from the Army of Mary are well trained to be lieve in the Holy Eu -
cha rist, the Blessed Mother and the Pope.  When there are cer e mo nies, the lit urgy
and the sing ing are so beau ti ful you feel as though you are in heaven.  You can’t
help but come away in spired.

On a per sonal note, Fa ther Ben e dict has never, since he has been here, spo ken in 
pub lic any thing about the Army of Mary.  Only his per son re flects the ho li ness of
his com mu nity.  I could say more, but I will leave the rest to the Blessed Mother to
de fend God’s Work.

I ex cuse my self for be ing so frank, but I feel it is my duty to de fend the Work of
God.  With God’s help, I would be ready to suf fer and die for this good Work.

In un ion with Je sus and Mary, I re main your hum ble daugh ter,

Sis ter Theresa Dionne, 
As sis tant Su pe rior

cc.: To whom it may con cern

Mrs. Ca thy McCrary’s Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

No vem ber 28, 2004

Dear Bishop Sartain,
It is with a heavy heart that I write to you to day. I re ceived a

phone call last week from a lady in my par ish. She had re ceived a
puz zling e-mail from my hus band about Fa ther Ben e dict. She was

won der ing if it had been sent to her by mis take and was con cerned for Fa ther.
I teach at St. John’s School and since that phone call I’ve had some par ents

come up to me say ing they have re ceived the same e-mail and are con fused as to
what it all means. 

I think you should know that my hus band is a very un happy man. I have tried
(con tin ued on page 14)

Sr. Theresa
Dionne

Mrs. Ca thy
McCrary

(con tin ued on page 14)
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very hard over the past 25 years to please him. I re al ize now that I cannot and it is
not my fault. Dur ing the teacher’s “Virtus” Training last year it hit me like a ton of
bricks that I was be ing abused and in more than one way. The guilt I al ways car -
ried with me now made sense. 

When I be gan to stand up for my self in a more con fi dent, gen tle man ner the an -
grier my hus band be came. In or der to fix me he be gan to take me to one priest af ter 
an other so they could prove I was n’t a sub mis sive wife. Finally Fa ther Bill sent us
to a mar riage coun selor in Lit tle Rock. Af ter sev eral ses sions my hus band asked
him if he thought he was abus ing me and his re ply was yes. Soon my hus band be -
gan leav ing the coun sel ing ses sions in an ex plo sive man ner and the coun selor re -
fused to see us again.

My hus band wants to con trol my ev ery move and threat ens me when he can’t.
When his an ger es ca lated to the point where he was out of con trol he left. I’ve told
him he can come home when he’s ready to calm down and make some changes. I
see some of this be hav ior man i fest ing itself in my sons and how they treat me and I 
want this cy cle to end. 

It seems my hus band is now di rect ing his an ger to wards Fa ther Ben e dict as if he 
had some thing to do with our sep a ra tion. This is not true; if any thing Fa ther al -
ways en cour aged me to be for giv ing and char i ta ble to wards my hus band. Any -
thing I ever di rected much time or en ergy to, my hus band found fault with. 

I love my hus band enough to say this must stop. I’m just sorry he has now de -
cided to use Fa ther Ben e dict as the scape goat as to what is wrong with our mar -
riage.

Fa ther Ben e dict is a holy priest who has done so much for our par ish, the sur -
round ing par ishes, our Cath o lic school and our city. In fact most peo ple re fer to
him as be ing one of the most Christ-like per sons they have ever met. This goes for
our Protestant friends too who have worked with him on sev eral ec u men i cal pro -
jects and prayer ser vices.

We are liv ing in a time pe riod full of cor rup tion and vi o lence and we need
priests like Fa ther Ben e dict who con stantly re mind us of our call to ho li ness. Not
only does he re mind us, but he ex plains ex actly what the Holy Fa ther is tell ing us
to do to achieve this. His hom i lies are filled with quotes and ex pla na tions of the
writ ings of St. Therese the Lit tle Flower, St. Theresa of Avila, St. John of the
Cross and St. Louis de Montfort’s “True De vo tion to Mary”. He is giv ing us real
spir i tual food that peo ple so des per ately need. 

When you leave his Masses you truly feel that your soul has been lifted up to
heaven as he says them with such rev er ence and de vo tion. And if that were not
enough we must re mem ber he es tab lished the Per pet ual Eucharistic Ad o ra tion
Cha pel and he of fers con fes sion both be fore and af ter Mass seven days a week so
one can keep their soul in a state of grace and spend time with Je sus as fre quently
as they de sire.

And last but not least, Fa ther Ben e dict is n’t just ex plain ing how to grow in ho li -
ness he is liv ing it. He is a meek and hum ble good shep herd who sac ri fices him self 
daily for his flock. 

I do not be lieve any one who has heard Fa ther Ben e dict speak, at tended one of
his Eucharistic or Mar ian pro ces sions or one of his re treats will put much thought
into these e-mails. Surely peo ple with much depth will quickly read through the
lines.

I apol o gize for the trou ble my hus band is stir ring up and I hum bly ask you to
prayer fully look at the fruits of Fa ther Ben e dict’s ef forts. If the fruit is good then
the tree must also be good. 

God bless you,

Ca thy McCrary
A copy to whom it may con cern

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN... con tin ued from page 13) 

“What am I to do with this man?...”
(cf. Mt 27:22) There you have the wide
con sul ta tion Pi late, in for mer times,
had with the Jews of his time, as they
handed Je sus over to him as a crim i nal.

There you have again to day, all
things con sid ered, the same ques tion
re for mu lated with re gard to a Son of
Mary whose only real “crime” has
been to be lieve in a Work of God and
to sup port it un re serv edly.

Af ter his last meet ing with Fa ther
Benoît Picard, Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain, 
who was prob a bly un aware of the ap -
point ment of Fa ther Eric Roy as the
new Su pe rior Gen eral, ad dressed a

let ter to Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi to of fi -
cially con firm the de ci sion he had
taken with re gard to Fa ther Benoît,
that is, his im pend ing dismissal from
the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock.

This let ter, al though quite brief, il -
lus trates well the un ease and sad ness
of a bishop sub jected to var i ous “ru -
mors” com ing from the di o cese and else -
where, which obliged him, re luc tantly, 
to take a de ci sion in the case of an
avail able and ded i cated priest, a case
in which, hu manly speak ing, it would
have been de sir able to have been able
“to wash one’s hands of it” be fore
rather than af ter wards.... Fr. Pi erre

Not An Easy De ci sion..., Af ter Wide Con sul ta tion...

is truly the win ner and we in Hot Springs,
Ar kan sas are cer tainly the los ers.

My mother al ways taught me that it
did n’t mat ter who was of fer ing the Mass,
it was the Eu cha rist we were there for. I al -
ways tried to live by that prac tice and
taught my chil dren the same. How ever, I
never dreamed that the Holy Sac ri fice of
the Mass could be so beau ti ful and so
alive for me as Fa ther Ben e dict has made
it. His Mass is said with such fer vor that
you ac tu ally par tic i pate.

In clos ing, since I’m sure that your
mind is made up, I could not let this hap -
pen with out at least speak ing my mind or
my con science would bother me. Fa ther
Ben e dict has left me with a deep spir i tual
re form in prog ress. I will, I’m sure con -
tinue on the way that he has in tro duced
me to. It will be more dif fi cult with out his
guid ance and un der stand ing but I must
go for ward.

I have prayer fully writ ten this let ter in
the hopes that it may shed light on the
true mean ing of Chris tian ity and I re serve 
the right to share it with oth ers as you
may also do.

Fa ther Ben e dict cer tainly prac tices
what he preaches and that is... love your
neigh bor as God loves you.

Sin cerely,
Bette Sargent

(Mrs. Sargent’s Let ter - from page 13) 

Mrs. Betty Corcoran’s Let ter
to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

De cem ber 10, 2004

Most Rev er end J. Pe ter Sartain 
Bishop of the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock
2500 North Ty ler St.
Lit tle Rock, AR 72217
Ob ject: Fr. Ben e dict Picard’s de par ture

from Ar kan sas.

Most Rev. Bishop Sartain,
It is with great sad ness that I learned

from Fr. Ben e dict that you asked him to
leave Ar kan sas. In my as so ci a tion with
him he has spent many hours en light en -
ing me about the doc trines of the Ro man
Cath o lic Church, so that I have gained a
great re spect for it.  He has also shown
me, by ex am ple, how to pray more fer -
vently, to love God and my neigh bors and
en e mies. And al ways he has pointed to
Christ as the cen ter of our lives and the
im por tance of the Eu cha rist. He has been
of great spir i tual help to me since the
death of my hus band, a prac tic ing Cath o -

(con tin ued on page 15)

Rev. John McCallum Writes to
Fa ther Benoît

Fa ther Ben e dict, 
God bless you as you re turn to Que bec.

Thank you for your min is try in Hot
Springs and for your gen tle in sis tence that 
we work and wor ship to gether where we
can. God has used you here in sig nif i cant
ways. I’m con fi dent God will use you
wher ever He sends you next. It’s been a
plea sure to know you. 

Grace and Peace, 
Rev. John McCallum

(A First Bap tist Church min is ter in Hot Springs)
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His Ex cel lency Bishop Sartain’s Let ter
to Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi

De cem ber 2, 2004

Rev er end Vic tor Rizzi
Su pe rior Gen eral
Les Fils De Ma rie
1145, de la Canardiere
Que bec, Qc G1J 2C3
CANADA

Rev er end and dear Fa ther:

I am writ ing to in form you that I met with Fa ther Ben e dict Picard, offm, on
Mon day, No vem ber 29, to in form him that his priestly ser vice in the Di o cese of
Lit tle Rock has come to an end and to ask that he re turn to Can ada. Un der mu tual
agree ment, Fr. Ben e dict will re turn to Can ada on De cem ber 14.

This was not an easy de ci sion for me to reach, and I came to it only af ter wide
con sul ta tion and prayer. Sim ply put, in my opin ion, cir cum stances in the di o cese
and spe cif i cally in the Hot Springs area have made it in creas ingly dif fi cult for Fa -
ther Ben e dict to con tinue to min is ter here ef fec tively. For many rea sons, I am sad -
dened to have found it nec es sary to make this de ci sion, but I truly be lieve it is best
for Fa ther Ben e dict per son ally, as well as for the Church. I am grate ful for his six
years here, and I know the Sis ters at St. Mi chael’s Mon as tery will sorely miss him. 
I wish him only the best and prom ise my con tin ued prayers for him.

With ev ery best wish and prayer, I am

Sin cerely in Christ,

J. Pe ter Sartain
Bishop of Lit tle Rock

lic. I am a Lu theran and have been a close
friend of the Sis ters at St. Mi chael’s con -
vent for over 20 years. 

Fr. Ben e dict’s aim is to serve all and he
fol lows John Paul II’s di rec tions on ecu -
me nism.  He has been ac tive in plan ning
com mu nity pro grams about peace and
thanksgiving. He has or ga nized the Cor -
pus Christi pro ces sion.  He is known to say 
yes to many re quests for his pres ence.

So there fore, I do not un der stand the
sanc tion you have placed on Fr. Ben e dict. I 
hope that you will re move it and bless his
re turn to all of us who love him in
Christ.      

Sin cerely,
Betty Corcoran

cc.: To whom it may con cern
(A Lu theran friend of Fa ther Benoît)

Fa ther Benoît Picard’s Let ter
Dear Adorers, friends
of St. Mi chael’s Con -
vent and Per pet ual
Eucharistic Ad o ra tion
Cha pel:

As most of you al -
ready know, I was the
tar get of a se ries of
false ac cu sa tions and
af fir ma tions taken out

of con text. What you most likely do not
know is that I am part of a beau ti ful Prov -
i den tial Move ment called the Army of
Mary. My re li gious Com mu nity, the Sons
of Mary, is is sued from it. The Army of
Mary’s pro gram of life can be sum ma -
rized in a few words: “The Cath o lic Re li -
gion in tensely lived”. As is usu ally the
case with Prov i den tial Move ments, the
Founder – in this case it is a Found ress:
Ma rie-Paule Giguère – is gen er ally per se -
cuted, slan dered and re jected. (A few
names may be help ful here: St. John
Eudes, St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the
Cross, St. Louis de Montfort, etc... Other
Saints have also re ceived a sim i lar treat -
ment, as is the case of St. Joan of Arc and
Pa dre Pio just to name two.) Normally,
these per se cu tions also ex tend to the
mem bers of the Move ment. So will you be
sur prised to read that my be long ing to the 
Army of Mary is also chal lenged? 

To make a long story short, two weeks
ago, pres sured by mul ti ple en ti ties, the
Most Rev. Bishop Sartain asked me to
leave the di o cese of Lit tle Rock. The de -
par ture date is next Tues day, De cem ber
14th. 

This news may shock and scan dal ize
some of you, but the Cross is al ways the
sign of au then tic ity of God’s Works. The
dis ci ple is not above the Mas ter and the
grain of wheat must die in or der to bear
fruit. I have worked hard to bring about
an in crease in Eucharistic de vo tion and
true Mar ian de vo tion, which al ways lead
to Je sus. It was a plea sure to share with
you the beau ti ful teach ings of the
Magisterium of the Church led by the glo -
ri ous John Paul II. Other fo cal points were
the teach ings of the saints es pe cially those 
of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of
Avila. Now it is time for me to see if I have

Fr. Benoît
Picard

In the se ries of events which pre pared and then de ter mined the dis missal and
de par ture of Fa ther Benoît Picard from the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock, it is im por -
tant here to place this sit u a tion, which at first glance may ap pear lim ited and an
iso lated case, in the con text of an en sem ble, in or der the better to dis cern what
was re ally at stake and its main ac tor.

Even if, in ap pear ance, the en tire re spon si bil ity for the de ci sion taken seems
to rest upon the shoul ders solely of Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain, the lo cal bishop, the
fact of the mat ter is that it is sim ply the re sult of the di rect ac tion of an im posed 
man date, in this case that of the pres ent Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, a man date,
the nor mal course of which the Bishop of Lit tle Rock thought it his duty to sup -
port.

More over, on the oc ca sion of one of his last meet ings with Fa ther Benoît, the
Bishop of Lit tle Rock con firmed, twice, the Com mis sioner’s spe cial in ter est in
fol low ing up on the cam paign of mis in for ma tion, not to call it a cam paign of de -
mo li tion, against the Son of Mary in that di o cese.

In the mean time, right in the pe riod of fi nal ges ta tion re gard ing the an nounc -
ing of Fa ther Benoît’s dis missal from Ar kan sas to re turn to Can ada, the Com -
mis sioner sent to all the Sons of Mary as well as to their Found ress a let ter in
which he in vited them to med i tate with him upon the role and the place of Mary
in the Church..., in or der that they might better un der stand their place, es pe -
cially given cer tain dif fi cul ties raised by Church au thor i ties... Here is that let ter.

His Exc. Arch bishop Prendergast’s Let ter to the Sons of Mary

First Sunday of Ad vent
No vem ber 28, 2004

Dear Sons of Mary,

The peace of Christ!

These last months have been charged for all of us. Dur ing that time I have had the op -
por tu nity to spend some time with a cer tain num ber of you and I ap pre ci ate very much
the cor dial wel come you granted me ev ery time: at Marienthal (Au gust 25 to Sep tem -
ber 2), in Glen Nevis (Oc to ber 18-19), at Grandfresnoy (No vem ber 3-4 and 12-16).
Dur ing my so journ in France I par tic i pated in the no vena in prep a ra tion for the feast of
the Pre sen ta tion of the Vir gin Mary in the Tem ple and I know that you will soon be gin
a sim i lar no vena for the So lem nity of the Im mac u late Con cep tion.

This year, we are mark ing the one hun dred and fif ti eth an ni ver sary of the en cyc li cal
“Ineffabilis Deus” in which Blessed Pope Pius IX sol emnly pro claimed the dogma of
the Im mac u late Con cep tion. As I re read that doc u ment re cently, I re flected upon
Mary’s role in the life of the Church and in our per sonal lives, as well as her place in
the his tory of sal va tion. The re flec tions which fol low are be ing of fered you for that oc -
ca sion. I ask you to be open to them in prayer along with me and to give thanks to God

(con tinued on page 16)

Bishop J. Pe ter
Sartain

Fr. Vic tor
Rizzi

(Mrs. Corcoran’s Let ter - from page 14) 

(con tin ued on page 16)
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for the splen did rev e la tion of Mary’s place in God’s plan in or der to draw all hu man ity 
into His King dom.

It also came to my mind to share with you these thoughts on our Blessed Mother so
that they may serve as a prep a ra tion, in a fer vent prayer, for con ver sa tions on a few
ques tions con cern ing our Cath o lic faith. My re flec tions may seem ab stract or the o ret i -
cal, but they are aimed at help ing us, to gether, to look at what the Church teaches con -
cern ing our Blessed Mother for the pur pose of ex am in ing ob jec tively, a lit tle later on,
cer tain dif fi cul ties that ex ist but which I be lieve are not in sur mount able (you see, I am
al ways op ti mis tic!). Re gard less of the dif fi cul ties, they will have to be dealt with some 
day be cause they have been raised by Church au thor i ties. In any case, I urge you to
read, med i tate and pray with me over these re flec tions and oth ers which I hope to
share with you in the com ing months.

In her im mac u late con cep tion, Mary ap pears as the most el e vated re flec tion of the
sim plic ity, the per fec tion and the rich ness of God. The im mac u late con cep tion of
Mary im i tates God in whom all is but one, to the ex tent that she brings to gether, to the
point of mak ing us for get the dis tance sep a rat ing them, the qual i ties that seem to go
against ev ery thing in our thoughts. A fi nite re al ity, she is nev er the less be yond all our
def i ni tions and our ha bit ual dis tinc tions.

Thus, Mary, whom Vat i can II in keep ing with Tra di tion, re fers to as “the cause of
our sal va tion” is the first among those who are saved, the great est ben e fi ciary of sal -
va tion.

An un ri valed sym bol of the gra tu itous ness of God’s love, it is through the free dom
of her faith and her obe di ence that Mary tended to wards God from the very be gin ning
as though to wards the sole and as sured fi nal ity of her ex is tence.

The most ac com plished of all cre ated per sons, Mary is not such as a re sult of a kind 
of au ton omy that would be proper to her, that would iso late her above all things, but,
rather, is so in a to tal de pend ence upon Je sus, her son and her sav ior.

The one whom sin never touched is the first of the re deemed be cause she is a
daugh ter of Adam as we are, taken from our race, made of flesh like us so that the Son
of God might take “a hu man na ture from her, that He might in the mys ter ies of His
flesh free man from sin” (Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil, Lu men Gentium, 55). The mother
of the Sav ior of the world, the one who could not be any more closely as so ci ated with
Him in the work of sal va tion, also ben e fits from the ef fects of re demp tion. Thus, it is
quite nat u rally, but also “by a sin gu lar grace and priv i lege, that the most Blessed Vir -
gin was pre served free from all stain of orig i nal sin” states the def i ni tion of the
dogma. She is even more pro foundly saved than we are be cause she was “pre served”
from sin while we were snatched from its grip.

Pre served from sin – or rather we should say in a more pos i tive man ner –, Mary is
“full of grace”, the daugh ter of God through a birth that is co-ex ten sive with her en try
into our race. From that mo ment, Mary is the per fect ex am ple of the ab so lute gra tu -
itous ness of sal va tion. “Fash ioned by the Holy Spirit into... a new crea ture,” the Coun -
cil goes on to say, Mary is a pure gift to her self, called “grace”.

Yet, this pure gra tu itous ness does not make of Mary a pas sive in stru ment in God’s
hands. There is no doubt that she is “full of grace”, as one can be at the be gin ning of a
jour ney that will con tinue all the way to the cross and to glory, but it is through free
faith and obe di ence that Mary is united to God and that she will re ceive Him (Lu men
Gentium, 56).

Finally, the most el e vated of all cre ated per sons, Mary is not thus through some
kind of au ton omy or as a re sult of her own per sonal re sources. It is as a re sult of her de -
pend ence upon Je sus that she is im mac u late. It is be cause of the mer its of Je sus Christ
(“intuitu meritorum Iesu Christi”) and with a view to her role in His re gard that she is
full of grace. If she is ob vi ously not like the Fa ther a per sonal re la tion of the Son, she
is, from the very be gin ning, en tirely rel a tive to Him. “The grace held out to us in
Christ Je sus be fore the world be gan,” as Saint Paul wrote to Tim o thy (2 Tim 1:9), was
in au gu rated in Mary. Thus, far from nar row ing the field of redemption, Mary shows
us that it ex tends to all the cen tu ries, or that Je sus was a work “be fore the world be -
gan”.

Al ready through her im mac u late con cep tion, Mary shows us with what cau tion we
must speak of her, that is, praise above which noth ing can be placed in the or der of hu -
man per sons; a re serve with re gard to the one who pro claimed her self the “hum ble ser -
vant”, whose “spirit ex ulted in God her Sav ior”.

An awe-in spired ad mi ra tion as well be fore a di ver sity that goes far be yond our con -
cepts not for the pur pose of pro duc ing con fu sion or de ny ing them, but rather to unite
them as only God, in His sim plic ity, can do.

I ask you, dear Sons of Mary, to pray with me so that we may al ways un der stand better 
and better Mary’s place as the first of her Son’s dis ci ples as well as our place as we
seek to im i tate the ex am ple of our Mother by walk ing in Christ’s foot steps.

You are of ten in my thoughts and my prayers. I ask you to con tinue pray ing for me and 
for my pas to ral ser vice in your midst.

Yours very de vot edly in Christ,

+Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Arch bishop of Hal i fax
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner

(IT ALL BE GAN ... - Bishop Prendergast’s Let ter  - con tin ued from page 15)

toiled in vain or not. Your life and love for
our Tri une God, Mary and the Church will 
be the an swer.
I want to take ad van tage of this last bul le -
tin to thank all of you for your won der ful
col lab o ra tion and gen er os ity with the Ad -
o ra tion Cha pel, the dif fer ent Eucharistic
and Mar ian Pro ces sions and other li tur gi -
cal cel e bra tions, Ec u men i cal cel e bra tions,
In ter faith cel e bra tions and pil grim ages.

I was blessed to work un der Bishop
Mc Don ald and Bishop Sartain with Msgr.
Leo, Msgr. Malone, Fr. West, Fr. Bill, Fr.
Alan, Fr. Benjamin and Fr. Rossi, the Dea -
cons and other clergy. I know you will
keep on lov ing, help ing and sus tain ing
them and our Holy Cath o lic Church, no
mat ter what. 

A very spe cial “thank-you” to the Sis -
ters of Our Lady of Char ity who wel comed 
me 6 years ago. In the year 2000, they so
gen er ously opened their doors to the
Eucharistic Ad o ra tion Cha pel. It was an
ad ven ture we are all happy we ac cepted. It
will con tinue to have ev er last ing and ben -
e fi cial re per cus sions for the Com mu nity,
the Church, the City of Hot Springs and its 
area. 

It has been a plea sure to work with you 
for the greater glory of God, the ex ten sion
of the Church and for a greater
Eucharistic wor ship and de vo tion. A spe -
cial thanks to the Ad o ra tion Cha pel Head
Co or di na tor, Mrs. Christy Miller, the Di vi -
sion Leaders, the Hourly Co or di na tors, the 
Hot Springs and Hot Springs Vil lage
Knights of Co lum bus, the Men of Mary,
the Hot Springs Youth group, St. John’s
and St. Mary’s sec re tar ies, the His panic
Com mu nity and among them a par tic u -
larly heart felt thank-you to the Span ish
Choir and all the oth ers I would also like
to men tion, but the list would be too long.

I will keep you in my prayers. Bless ings 
and broth erly love. 

Fr. Ben e dict Picard, O.FF.M. 

(Fa ther Benoît’s Let ter - from page 15)

Let ter to Fa ther Benoît
Fa ther:  

I wanted you to know how much you
have helped me with my spir i tual life.  The 
Ad o ra tion Cha pel has brought many an -
swered prayers into my life and the lives
of my fam ily.  The time I have spent there
with the Blessed Sac ra ment has in creased
my aware ness of the Real Pres ence of Je -
sus in the Eu cha rist.  I know that God will
con tinue to bless our com mu nity and the
Church be cause of what you were in stru -
men tal in start ing here.  The Cha pel, Cor -
pus Christi pro ces sion and the re treats
have im proved ev ery one’s faith life.  You
have made a real dif fer ence in mak ing Je -
sus more real for me and many oth ers in
our com mu nity.  Thank you for all you
have done and you will re main in our
prayers and please keep us in your
prayers.

God bless you,  
Marvin Young

(Di vi sion leader for the Cha pel of Ad o ra tion)

– “Mothers have the eyes of the heart; what
they can’t see, they feel.” (Henri
Carbonneau)
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Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro’s Com ments

Lac-Etchemin, De cem ber 3, 2004

His Exc. Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Arch bishop of Hal i fax and
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of Mary

Your Ex cel lency:

I re ceived your let ter of No vem ber 28 ad dressed to the Sons of Mary and I thank 
you.

In your let ter, you men tion your re cent vis its to the con freres in var i ous res i -
dences, un der lin ing that you were wel comed well ev ery where you went.

In that same let ter, you also re fer to the one hun dred and fif ti eth an ni ver sary of
the en cyc li cal Ineffabilis Deus and you in di cate to us the re flec tions which its re -
read ing brought to mind in light of cer tain pas sages from the Word of God and
Vat i can II.

While ap pre ci at ing very much your de sire to en cour age the Found ress and the
Com mu nity to be open to the fruit of your re flec tions through prayer and
thanksgiving, I am con fi dent that you will not hold it against me if, for my part, I
use the op por tu nity given me by this note to ex press my as ton ish ment at the
strange mix ture of par tial quo ta tions and of per sonal and/or in ter per sonal con sid -
er ations con tained in your let ter.

Here, I have no in ten tion of dis cuss ing the con tents of your re flec tions, al -
though it would be quite le git i mate, among these lat ter, not to con fuse those which
in fact be long, ac cord ing to your ex pres sion, to the “splen did rev e la tion” – with
which the Sons of Mary are and have al ways been in full com mu nion –, with those, 
on the other hand, which are more per son ally yours, and there fore not in fal li ble
per haps, and by that very fact, a lit tle more open to ques tion. Nev er the less, I think
it nec es sary un der the cir cum stances to share with you, in all sin cer ity, my deep
con cern with re gard to the time li ness of your pres ent ac tion to wards the con freres
of the Com mu nity.

You must ad mit, Your Ex cel lency, that your re flec tions as they were for mu -
lated in your let ter, no mat ter how el e vated and beau ti ful they are, be cause of the
com plex ity of their ap proach, re main for most of the Sons of Mary, even af ter
years of dis cus sion and con ver sations with them, as abstract as they are the o ret i -
cal. This hav ing been said, I can as sure you that the con freres and I be lieve and
pro fess all that the Cath o lic Church be lieves and teaches, with out ex clud ing any
ar ti cle of the faith, sa cred text, doc u ment or teach ing of the Church what so ever
that has its source in some way or an other in Holy Scrip ture, Tra di tion or the of fi -
cial Magisterium.

With all due re spect, Your Ex cel lency, more knowl edge and sub tlety are re -
quired to de ci pher the nu ances of your re flec tions as they were pres ently for mu -
lated than the faith and sim plic ity needed to live, in con crete terms, their ex i gen -
cies.

In your let ter you al lude to “dif fi cul ties” that “will have to be  dealt with some
day be cause they have been raised by Church au thor i ties”... Why then is it so com -
pli cated to say things sim ply? Why so much beat ing around the bush? Why such a
loss of time? Why is it so dif fi cult to state, in a lan guage ac ces si ble to all, what
these sup posed “dif fi cul ties” fi nally are – if they re ally ex ist – which the au thor i -
ties seem to have noted and on the ba sis of which we have been for so many years,
like our Found ress, placed un der pon tif i cal man dates, not to say al ready im plic itly
con demned?

With out even know ing what we are guilty of or who these un known and un -
touch able ac cus ers are, these lat ter have en joyed for years the priv i lege of writ ing
and stat ing their opin ions in our re gard, be sides cast ing with per fect im pu nity all
the stones they think ap pro pri ate to throw at us, in clud ing the kind against which
Je sus Him self wrote fig ures on the ground one day....

It must not be thought, Your Ex cel lency, that over the years the Sons of Mary
have de vel oped a taste for this type of un just ex er cise and even less that they in -
tend to ex pose them selves to it in def i nitely, for, pa tience, no mat ter how good or
he roic it may be, will never be able to undo the re gret ta ble ac tions which have
been con tin u ing against them for years.

At the end of your pre de ces sor’s man date which lasted for more than six years
and which did not even al low us to take one small step for ward be cause we were
con stantly beat ing about the ques tion of seek ing a better es tab lished place in the
Church for the Sons of Mary, I think you can well un der stand with out too much
dif fi culty that the nov elty of your med i ta tion in or der to deepen our un der stand ing
of Mary’s place and then ours in the Church does not of fer much of a breath of
fresh air for any one.

You know very well, Your Ex cel lency, that what has been of fi cially de fined to
this day re gard ing Mary’s place and role in the Church does not pose any prob lem
for the Sons of Mary, quite the con trary...

The Sons of Mary ac knowl edge not only all the place that has been at trib uted to
and is in fact due to Mary in the econ omy of sal va tion, but also all the place which,

(con tin ued on page 18)

Fr. Pierre
Mastropietro

Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain
Dear Bishop Sartain:

You may be sur prised to get a let ter
from some one out side your Di o cese, and
from some one you do not know. My let ter
is to let you know of “our com plete sur -
prise” at the re cent news that Fr. Ben
Picard has been re leased from his Hot
Springs min is try.

When vis it ing friends in Hot Springs a
few years ago, my hus band and I had the
plea sure of at tend ing Mass at St. Mary’s,
St. John’s and St. Mi chael’s Cha pel. And,
we’ve had the plea sure of meet ing and
know ing sev eral of the priests who were
as signed to St. Mi chael’s.

This young priest, Fr. Ben, cer tainly
em a nates some thing spe cial... not only
when he is say ing Mass and hear ing one’s
con fes sion, but when he is giv ing spir i tual 
di rec tion... “he is to tally spir i tual in what
he says and in how he lives”. It is so re -
fresh ing to be in the pres ence of some one
who loves God so, and whose only in ten -
tion is to lead souls to a deeper sanc tity.
We thank God for plac ing him in our path, 
even for such a short time. And we thank
you Bishop Sartain for al low ing him to
work in Hot Springs so that we could en -
joy know ing him.

It seems to us that wher ever “good” is
be ing ac com plished, there is usu ally trou -
ble to fol low. It goes with the ter ri tory! We
have only to look back one year to the at -
tacks Mel Gib son had to en dure... he was
try ing to do good in mak ing the film on
Christ’s Pas sion. What a fire storm he un -
der went! And more re cently, we see Pres i -
dent Bush rudely at tacked when he prays
or when he talks about God. He is try ing
to do good by ask ing bless ings for our
Coun try and giv ing a strong ex am ple.

My let ter is not meant to be one of re -
buke, nor is a re ply nec es sary; what is
done, is done. God will find a spe cial place 
for this young priest and wher ever that is,
souls com ing into con tact with him will
be blessed and grow in ho li ness. In our
hum ble opin ion, if we had more priests
like Fr. Ben, con ver sions and vo ca tions
would be nu mer ous. We are grate ful re cip -
i ents of Fr. Ben’s spir i tu al ity.

Thank you for read ing our let ter. May
God bless you and your work.
De cem ber 12, 2004 C. Mc Car thy

cc.: To whom it may con cern

Ap pre ci a tions of Fa ther Benoît
I do not know to whom this e-mail

should go, but I hope it finds its way to Fr.
Ben e dict Picard’s su pe rior. Fr. Ben e dict is
leav ing the di o cese of Lit tle Rock to day
and I want it known that he has been a
great bless ing to the com mu nity of Hot
Springs. I have not been long in this city,
but in my en coun ters with Fr. Ben e dict, I
have found him to be an in spi ra tion and a
pow er ful ex am ple of per sonal ho li ness
and faith ful ness to the Church and to the
Holy Fa ther.

He is a car ing and gen tle man in his
per son, a faith ful teacher in his hom i lies,
and a tire less worker. He has blessed me
greatly as a con fes sor be cause he does not
com pro mise the truth or play down the

(con tin ued on page 18)
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un for tu nately, the Is rael of the faith some times re fuses her, be gin ning with the
place re quested, in for mer times, at the inn in Beth le hem at the time when she was
to give birth.

“From the inn to the Man ger... from yes ter day to to day, to wards the best es tab -
lished place...”, there you have the theme which, among so many oth ers, it would
be good to med i tate upon, es pe cially as we draw nearer to the feast of Christ mas,
in or der to better un der stand just to what ex tent, still to day, some may be tempted
to con cede to the Mother of God and her chil dren as “the best es tab lished place”
only that of the good old Man ger.

With out any in tended mal ice or irony, Your Ex cel lency, there are nev er the less
a few ques tions which, on more than one oc ca sion, we too would have been jus ti -
fied to ask you, namely:

– Do the Sons of Mary al ready have a place in the Church?
– If so, why the de sire to of fer them an other?
– Oth er wise, why claim to want to of fer them one if, in con crete terms, the

stran gle hold of cel e brat ing the sac ra ments in churches, to men tion only that
one, is be ing in creas ingly tight ened on the Work and the Com mu nity?

To of fer a place is nice and even quite praise wor thy, but in con crete terms,
Your Ex cel lency, is there re ally a place left for us that is free? Apart from the Man -
ger of Je sus, Mary and Jo seph, I sin cerely do not see any other place be ing avail -
able for the Sons of Mary.

Just as it was the case for Mary at the inn, ev ery thing seems to be “quite full” in
our re gard as far as a better es tab lished place in the Church is con cerned. A lot of
peo ple in fact al ready oc cupy all the more or less well es tab lished places; a lot of
peo ple hav e a large num ber of cases to deal with and also some times, a lot of peo -
ple with a lot of prej u dices to over come, or even and very sim ply – and for give me
for us ing the ex pres sion – a lot of peo ple full of them selves...

But who knows if, in the end, it is n’t better that way? For, given that ev ery thing
be gan from the Man ger, it is per mis si ble to think that it is also from the Man ger
that ev ery thing must be gin again for the good of the en tire re newed Church. 

In clos ing, I would like to thank you, Your Ex cel lency, for your pa tience in
read ing this note which I had hoped would be much shorter.

Finally, thank you also for your un der stand ing with re gard to all the men and
women who, in the si lence of Christ mas night, will nev er the less have the tre men -
dous grace and joy of still find ing a lit tle tiny place open for them, in the sim plest
and most holy of all the man gers in the world, the one in which the ac cu mu lated
years have not al tered any of its fresh ness or beauty, or its evan gel i cal kind ness
and gran deur, the one which, long ago, Je sus, Mary and Jo seph used as their
dwell ing in faith, hope and love and to which they in vite us ev ery year to find
again the only thing that is nec es sary...

With the as sur ance of my best wishes and my prayer,

Fr. Pi erre Mastropietro, O.FF.M.

cc.: To whom it may con cern

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN... con tin ued from page 17)

Let ter to His Exc. 
Bishop Pe ter Sartain

De cem ber 6, 2004

Dear Bishop Sartain:
Please help!  There is a big dis tur -

bance here in Hot Springs in the
Church.  Peo ple are be gin ning to talk
and ru mors are spread ing as to why
you’ve asked Fa ther Ben e dict to leave
your di o cese.  Peo ple are be gin ning to
doubt the Cath o lic faith.  The Church is
be ing torn apart.  Sad ness, tur moil and
an ger have arisen.  Peo ple feel they’ve
been be trayed.  Hearts are break ing and
many tears are be ing shed.  Fa ther Ben -
e dict has done noth ing but bring ho li -
ness to Hot Springs.  Peace and hap pi -
ness have been given.  Lives have been
changed from bad to good through his
teach ing of the Cath o lic faith.  Why
have you asked Fa ther Ben e dict to
leave?  What has he done wrong?  What 
her esy has he com mit ted against the
Church?  What blas phe mies has he spo -
ken?

As a Cath o lic, “I be lieve all the
Truths that the Holy, Cath o lic Church
be lieves, teaches and pro claims to be

re vealed by God. ” Has he taught lies? 
The Holy Fa ther says in the Ap os tolic
Let ter, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 7,
“Ho li ness, a mes sage that con vinces
with out the need for words, is the liv ing 
re flec tion of the face of Christ.”  Has
Fa ther Ben e dict not re flected this?  I
fear and see with my eyes the dam age
be ing done to ward the Cath o lic faith
and the Church due to the dis missal of
Fa ther Ben e dict.  What could a man, so
de voted to preach ing the Cath o lic faith, 
so obe di ent to God’s law, and so ded i -
cated to the priest hood, have done so
bad to bring about this ac tion to ward
him?  

I don’t un der stand.  What valid rea -
son can be given?  On a more per sonal
note, I will sac ri fice and of fer up my
Com mu nion for you ev ery day un til
this is re solved and an ex pla na tion can
be given.  May God bless and keep you.  
You are in my prayers.

With faith and love,

Staci Roberson

Pa rish io ner of
St. Mary of the Springs 

Cath o lic Church in Hot Springs

se ri ous ness of any sin, yet one leaves his
con fes sional so cer tain of the ten der
mercy, for give ness, and con stant per sonal
com pas sion of the Sav ior.

His fare well hom ily last night was up -
lift ing and en cour ag ing. I could n’t help
but think it is just the kind of words one
would have heard from a St. Fran cis de
Sales or St. Alphonsus Liguori. He left us
not with a sense of sad ness or in jus tice,
but only with a call to adore Christ in the
Eu cha rist.

Jo Ann Pryor

* * *

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict,
I’m sorry that you are leav ing our com -

mu nity which needs all the help it can get
from ded i cated peo ple like you.  I’ll try to
get by to per son ally say good-bye.  You
have been a gift to us, and to me per son -
ally in ways you will never know.  God go
with you. 

Mary Watermann
(A Jew ish friend of Fa ther Benoit)

Let ter from
Sr. Mary Thomas O’Keefe

Live Je sus and Mary

De cem ber 12, 2004

Thank you for your 
gen er os ity in al low -
ing Fa ther Ben e dict
Pi card to re main in
Hot Springs for the
six years he was here.
Dur ing that time, we
were all truly blessed
to have him with us.
His deep spir i tu al ity

has ed i fied so many peo ple. His true
love for each per son he has en coun -
tered has touched lives in ways that
can not be mea sured by hu man in stru -
ments. The daily giv ing of him self to
any one in need was such a model to
any one seek ing true giv ing of self to
the Lord. Surely his life of love for oth -
ers was fed by his for ma tion and ech oes 
what he was taught and will ingly em -
braced.

He will be leav ing us, but we pray
that he will leave with us as a her i tage,
the spirit with which he was led. May
that same spirit gen er ate a pow er ful
force on all who are will ing to be led by
it. We can never re pay you for giv ing us 
such a gift.

At the same time, we want to thank
you for al low ing Sis ters Julie, France
and Ce cile to be with us for a time.
Their gen er ous hearts have given us
food for med i ta tion for many years to
come.

We ask you to please keep all of us in 
your prayers as we con tinue to unite
our selves to you in spirit. May God
bless us all.

Sin cerely and with love,

Sis ter Mary Thomas O’Keefe
Di rec tress of the school

and the daycares

Sr. Mary
Tho mas
O’Keefe

(Ap pre ci a tions of Fr. Benoît - from p. 17)
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Fa ther Eric Roy’s Let ter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

De cem ber 7, 2004

Most Rev er end Pe ter Sartain
Bishop of Lit tle Rock
2500 North Ty ler Street
P.O. Box 7239
Lit tle Rock, Ar kan sas 72217
USA

Ex cel lency:
I re ceived your let ter faxed to Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi the for mer Su pe rior Gen eral. 

First of all I thank you for hav ing taken the time to in form us of your de ci sion af ter
a “wide con sul ta tion and prayer”.  

Even though I can un der stand that the cir cum stances made things dif fi cult for
many, I am sad dened to see that once again ac tions were taken to put aside, rather
quickly, an op por tu nity given to the Church au thor i ties to deepen their un der -
stand ing and maybe come to rec og nize a true gift for the whole Church, that is: the
Work given by God and founded by his cho sen in stru ment Ma rie-Paule Giguère. 
Our Church has an ur gent need for such a cha risma in or der to re new and re kin dle
the flame of faith in the hearts of all peo ples.

We re spect your de ci sion, and that is why we won’t op pose any thing to it.  But I
just hope that those who ad vised you were not con scious that it is against a Work
of God that they pro nounced them selves. I just pray that God will not hold any -
thing against all those who fought that Work of di vine Will. It is in deed a heavy re -
spon si bil ity when we think of all those souls who might go astray be cause de -
prived of that won der ful means given by God for our time. De spite all this, we re -
main con fi dent and in peace while we are cer tain that one day God will prove the
au then tic ity of this Work.

May the Lord and his Blessed Mother pro tect and guide you in your pas to ral
min is try with the peo ple en trusted to your care.

Fa ther Éric Roy, O.FF.M.
Su pe rior Gen eral

cc.: To whom it may con cern

A Les son to Be Drawn... in the Light of Events
What les son can be drawn at this stage in a story which has been go ing on for so

many years, es pe cially in the light of the events sur round ing Fa ther Benoît’s de -
par ture from Ar kan sas, and the let ter of No vem ber 28, 2004, sent to all the Sons of
Mary by His Ex cel lency Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J., other than that of
the mag ni tude of hu man frailty which, too of ten, rather than go ing to the source of
the real prob lems to solve them, sim ply con tin ues, un for tu nately, to make up new
ones in the hope that the pieces of these lat ter will be big enough to hide the first.

Yes, the mag ni tude of hu man frailty in the long list of re gret ta ble events, the
pro por tions and con se quences of which are uni ver sal, events which abound in the
two man dates of the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioners, that of His  Ex cel lency Bishop
Cazabon and that of His Ex cel lency Arch bishop Prendergast. The large His tory of
God and of men can nei ther bless them, nor ap prove them, nor even erase them
from mem ory with out com mit ting an even more se ri ous er ror.

With out wish ing to pass judg ment on any one whom so ever, for it is up to God
alone to judge in ten tions and hearts, I think that it would none the less be per mis si -
ble, af ter so much wrong has been  done to the Found ress of the Work and of the
Com mu nity, not to lose sight of the vi tal el e ment to be found in the prin ci pal
events which, since the ap point ment of Bishop Cazabon in 1997, and that of Arch -
bishop Prendergast in 2003 to this day, con firm al ways more and better the va lid -
ity of the grave doubts the Sons of Mary had, as of March 1996, with re gard to ac -
tual ex is tence of the fa mous “guar an tees” of fered by the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. (Con gre -
ga tion for the In sti tutes of the Con se crated Life and the So ci eties of Ap os tolic
Life), and of which, in fact, they have never in any way seen even the faint est glim -
mer or ap pear ance.

The Ecclesial Spirit... of Putting on Hold
May we be per mit ted to re call here a few of the “spe cial treat ments” granted the

Sons of Mary over the last eight years, in or der to ver ify if they were the ones who
lacked an ecclesial spirit, or if some oth ers have too much of it... al ways in the
hope that all of us, on one side or the other, are re fer ring to the same spirit...

Let us re call first of all the putt ing on hold by Bishop Cazabon, as of April 1997, 
of Fa ther Stéphane Gamache’s or di na tion to the priest hood even though ev ery -
thing was ready be fore Bishop Cazabon’s ap point ment as Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioner. Let us re mem ber, at the same time, all the gen er ous col lab o ra tion of the

(con tinued on page 20)

Fr. Éric Roy,
Su pe rior
Gen eral

Stop Turn ing my Mother’s House
into a Mar ket place!

On Tues day, No vem ber 9, 2004, the
Gos pel read ing of the day seemed to adapt 
it self to the se ri ous events tak ing place in
France and per haps else where.

“As the Jew ish Pass over was near, Je sus
went up to Je ru sa lem. In the tem ple pre -
cincts he came upon peo ple en gaged in sell -
ing oxen, sheep and doves, and oth ers
seated chang ing coins.” (Jn 2:13-14)

If He were to come back to day, what
would He find? If He had come on this Fri -
day, No vem ber 5, to the Ca the dral at Metz
in France, what would He have found?

He would have found women danc ing
be fore His al tar and a crowd of over 3,000
peo ple, many of whom were fre quent ers
of night clubs, used to “rave par ties”, in fer -
nal mu sic and dev il ish rhythms. Re li gious 
joined to gether with dis co theque man ag -
ers, with the con sent of the Bishop’s Of -
fices, for the pur pose of pro vid ing fi nan -
cial aid to sick chil dren and at tract ing
young peo ple to the Church. All of this
was shown in tele vi sion news re ports and
trans mit ted in var i ous me dia, and it
shocked many peo ple.

Pope John Paul II tells us: “He [the
Bishop] must serve while gov ern ing and
must gov ern while serv ing. Christ Him self
gave us an el o quent ex am ple of this. He
was con stantly serv ing, but in the spirit of
ser vice to God, He was also able to drive
out the mer chants from the Tem ple when
that was nec es sary.”

Un der the aus pices of the “New
Evangelization” some pas tors are pre pared 
to bar gain over any thing and to “ex -
change” the ca the drals of Eu rope in this
man ner, as soon as pos si ble. Will they
over run No tre Dame Ca the dral in Paris
and oth ers as well? There is a limit to the
of fence made to God! Be cause God is
pres ent in His ca the dral!

“He made a whip of cords and drove
sheep and oxen alike out of the tem ple area, 
and knocked over the money-chang ers’ ta -
bles, spill ing their coins. He told those who
were sell ing doves: ‘Get them out of here!
Stop turn ing my Fa ther’s house into a mar -
ket place!’ ” (Jn 2:15-16)

The Fri day that fol lowed the feast of
the Tri umph of the Cross and the feast of
Our Lady of Sor rows, the read ings for the
24th week of Or di nary Time in the Lit urgy 
of the Hours pre sented the se ri ous rep ri -
mands of Saint Au gus tine: “... You did not
bring back the sheep that had gone astray,
seek out the one that was lost. The one that
was strong, you bur dened it, killed it. The
lamb is sickly, that is to say, it has a weak
heart that will give in to temp ta tions if it
meets up with these lat ter with out be ing
wary of them and with out be ing pre pared.

“The neg li gent pas tor, when he thinks he 
is deal ing with this lat ter, does not say to it:
‘My son, if you main tain that you are serv -
ing the Lord, fol low jus tice and re main in
the fear of the Lord, pre par ing your soul to
face temp ta tions.’  He who speaks in this
man ner for ti fies the one who is weak and
strength ens him so that when he be lieves,
he will not hope to suc ceed in this world.
For, if he is taught to ex pect suc cess in this
world, he will be cor rupted by this very suc -
cess; when he will face op po si tion, he will

(con tinued on page 20)
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C.I.V.C.S.V.A. in sup port of all the ac tions, all the mach i na tions and fi nally all the
Com mis sioner’s lies, go ing so far as to claim, all to gether and in a won der ful fra -
ter nal unity, that their only de sire in all of this was to re spect the will of the Su pe -
rior Gen eral. It was quite as ton ish ing to see so much au thor ity con ceded to a Son
of Mary who had been of fi cially re lieved of all his du ties... In this as in all things,
it is nev er the less a good thing that cer tain writ ten doc u ments still ex ist, among
them, the one in which an ex press re quest was made by the Sec re tary Gen eral of
the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. Archbishop Nesti, to Bishop LaRocque in May 1997,  a re quest
in which this lat ter was clearly in vited not to pro ceed with Fa ther Stéphane
Gamache’s or di na tion..., just to re fresh ev ery one’s mem ory a lit tle re gard ing the
facts and also to ren der a lit tle jus tice to his tory

Al ways in the af ter math of this un for get ta ble putt ing on hold, should we be sur -
prised that the or di na tion to the priest hood of Fa ther Stéphane Gamache, as well
as that of the other Sons of Mary or dained at the same time, an or di na tion which fi -
nally took place two years later in Nova Sco tia, did not echo of fi cially in quite the
same way the de sire, on the part of the Com mis sioner and the C.I.V.C.S.V.A., to re -
spect in this case as well the will of the Su pe rior Gen eral at that time?

What ever the case may be re gard ing the per sons’ will at that time, one thing is
quite cer tain any way: that is, that since then, ev ery thing in high places that it was
hu manly pos si ble to do, was done so that a sim i lar cir cum stance would not hap pen 
again. But, the his tory of hu man ity con tin ues..., and for tu nately, so does that of
God.

So many other re gret ta ble events which marked the six-year man date of Bishop 
Cazabon as Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of Mary could be brought up
here, but is it re ally worth do ing so? What is im por tant is that we, the Sons of
Mary, in spite of all the wrong we have en dured, have not lost faith and hope, and
we hope, char ity as well...

This hav ing been said, one must not be lieve, for all that, that the con freres and I
have, over the years, de vel oped a taste for or a de vo tion to Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioners.

Some might con sider these com ments to be filled with irony or scan dal ous, that
is their right and their choice. How ever, in all sin cer ity, I would chal lenge these
peo ple to man i fest the same amount of pa tience and hu mor that was re quired of us
all these years in or der to en dure with out re bel ling the kindly “ma ter nal ecclesial
at ten tion” to which the Sons of Mary were sub jected...  And to be sin cere to the
very end, I am not at all sure that those in charge of the C.I.V.C.S.V.A., be ginning
with those who in var i ous cir cum stances had an op por tu nity both in per son and in
writ ing to com mu ni cate with one or other Son of Mary, would be ca pa ble, judg ing 
from their usual, con stant and sud den changes of mood, to budge ever so slightly
that bur den of love and hu mor which, on the other hand, they were well able to
place on our shoul ders....

God and His tory
What ever the case may be, God who knows well the minds and hearts of each

one, knows well what re ally took place in this en tire story, as try ing as it was lit tle
ed i fy ing. Only the last Be at i tude men tioned in Saint Mat thew can still give an
evan gel i cal “hue” to this treat ment which has no com mon sense whatsoever, and
al low us to hope in an in com pa ra bly better lot in Heaven.

“Blest are you when they in sult you and per se cute you and ut ter ev ery kind of
slan der against you be cause of me. Be glad and re joice, for your re ward is great
in heaven; they per se cuted the proph ets be fore you in the very same way.” (Mt

5:11-12)

Yes, God who can not hold the Truth cap tive to in jus tice will cause the light to
shine forth, at His hour and in His way, upon all these ob scure mach i na tions
which, al though they were of fi cially com mit ted un der the cover and by vir tue of
the au thor ity of the Con gre ga tion for the In sti tutes of Con se crated Life and So ci -
eties of Ap os tolic Life, have noth ing in com mon with the evan gel i cal coun sels.

Still in all sin cer ity, if, in the wake of all these events, I had to make a choice be -
tween the only place wor thy of the worst scum of the com mon peo ple ever re -
served to a Work of God in the Church and the dis hon or able one of those who
have no other pur pose in life but to as cend to the heights of per sonal ful fill ment,
then I be lieve it would be better to pre fer noth ing but a Work of God whose place,
re gard less of what hap pens, al ways re mains the place He has given it... and ours....

Two Man dates, Two Com mis sioners... for One Great Ac tion
In mak ing a brief sur vey of the his tory of the man dates of which the Sons of

Mary have been the ob ject for over a de cade, it is dif fi cult to over look the nu mer -
ous in jus tices com mit ted against the Com mu nity un der Bishop Cazabon’s man -
date. If, for more than six years, the Com mis sioner re sorted to al most ev ery pos si -
ble means to prej u dice the ad vance ment of the Com mu nity and cause harm to the
re spect of the hu man and Chris tian dig nity of the con freres, we must nev er the less
ad mit that his suc ces sor, Arch bishop Prendergast, al though his man date is quite
dif fer ent in its ap proach and its meth ods, did not lack  ei ther in re sources or imag i -
na tion to com plete or bring to per fec tion the dev as tat ing ef fects of the pre ced ing
man date.

In con crete terms, the pres ent Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, ap pointed a lit tle over a 

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN... con tin ued from page 19)

be wounded by it and per haps it will even
cause his death.

“He who builds in this fash ion does not
build upon solid rock, but sets his ed i fice on 
the sand. Now, the rock was Christ. Chris -
tians must im i tate the suf fer ings of Christ
and not seek plea sures.” (French edi tion bre -
viary, no. IV, p.80)

If it is ad vis able to read at ten tively
what fol lows in the Gos pel of Saint John
and to look ahead at the trans po si tion of
events, it is equally good to con sider that
the cord and the whip were also used on
the body of the Re deemer, fol low ing the
or ders of the very ones who felt guilty.

Now, we are at the very heart of the
time of the Co-Re demp tion. Which pas -
tors are driv ing out the mer chants from
the tem ple? And what of those who not
only do not find this nec es sary, but who
think that one should go even fur ther in
the “In no va tions”?

May those who are work ing to wards
de mol ish ing and de stroy ing know that
they will see what they have de stroyed
mys te ri ously rise up.

No! Stop turn ing my Mother’s house,
the Church, into a mar ket place!
No vem ber 28, 2004 François Pillot

Peace and Greet ings to the En tire Team
Peace and greet ings to the en tire team

of the pa per Le Royaume for which I re -
new my sub scrip tion, per mit ting me not
only to fol low the events of a “di vine and
Mar ian Work” but also to use sev eral texts 
as a ba sis for re flec tion and med i ta tion
dur ing men tal prayer. Ce les tial food that
fos ters very good spir i tual health, al ways
cen tered on the es sen tials: “Faith, Hope
and Char ity”.

May I be al lowed to seize the oc ca sion
to un der line a few im pres sions which im -
posed them selves to my mind af ter I had
read the ar ti cle “The Cross and the Tri -
umph of Love” by Fa ther Maurice
Péloquin whom I ap pre ci ate for his oral
el o quence so ben e fi cial, but also as a pro -
lific writer.

Many will talk about the missed his -
toric meet ing be tween Mother Paul-Ma rie 
and Car di nal Marc Ouellet. On the hu man
level, we could ex trap o late on the sub ject,
but on the spir i tual level no rea son ing is
valid when “God’s will” is clearly ex -
pressed. What les son must be drawn from 
this pain ful, yet lu mi nous event? “One
can not rea son about God’s will, but sim -
ply ac com plish it with faith in His love.”
How ever, it is ob vi ous that plac ing our
trust in our Found ress will cause us to ex -
pe ri ence the trib u la tion which, soon, will
not only beat down upon the Hand maid
but also upon all the men and women
who will per sist in sup port ing her, in fol -
low ing her.

Given that we are in the time of trib u -
la tion, it is not nec es sary to em pha size
that this is still the time of the pain ful
Cross. For the mo ment, “there is no re -
spite from the pain ful Cross, for ev ery -
thing must reach its term, un til the time
set by God the Fa ther”. Since there is con -
fig u ra tion be tween the Re deemer and the
Co-Redemptrix, I could men tion as a
point of ref er ence that Mother Paul-Ma rie

(François Pillot’s article - from page 19)

(con tinued on page 21)
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is in the “Gar den of Ol ives”, ac cept ing the
cup be ing held out to her. But be fore ar -
riv ing at such an im por tant stage, the
Hand maid, in the im age of Christ the Re -
deemer, had to be “dead to her self ” as the
Lord con firmed. I could say that this was
the es sen tial con di tion ex acted of Christ
and of Mother Paul-Ma rie in or der to be
able to freely ac cept the Trial to come. Al -
though there is n’t a scourg ing and a cru ci -
fix ion like in Je sus’ time, the fact still re -
mains that in this time of the end, the
Pas sion can also have a new name: “Ex -
com mu ni ca tion”. It could very well be that 
I am mak ing a mis take, but then it will al -
low me to make an act of hu mil ity which
will doubt less ben e fit my soul.

This very em bar rass ing sit u a tion
within the Church it self will bring about a
cer tain schism, that is to say, “to be for or
against Mother Paul-Ma rie who is a part
of the Trin ity of the Im mac u late”. The rev -
e la tion of a mys tery which, alas!, will not
es cape the theo log i cal, theo crati cal rhet o -
ric, based on false ac cu sa tions.

The proph ecy will be ful filled, “voices
will cry out that she is hate ful, that she is
the most in fa mous of crea tures” (1958, cf.
Life of Love, vol. I, p. 329).

Would there be a re la tion ship be tween
these events to come and the ap pa ri tions
of Our Lady of La Salette? I would be led
to think so, since the Ex com mu ni ca tion
“will pre vent, for a cer tain pe riod of time,
the com ing of the ‘Sev enth Day’... the
Time of the King dom, the Time of the vic -
to ri ous Cross and the Tri umph of Love”.

We know our Found ress well, she who
has al ways been ready to fade into the
back ground in or der to leave all the room
to the mem bers of the “Five Works”. But
what will hap pen if the mem bers them -
selves are ex com mu ni cated?!

What will some not do to di vide and
even to cause to dis ap pear the “Com mu -
nity of the Lady of All Peo ples”?! Ev ery -
thing is pos si ble... Dem on strate that the
Army of Mary is a re li gious sect whose
guru is none other than Mother Paul-Ma -
rie. How will the me dia re act, the press,
ra dio, tele vi sion, Internet, etc.?

Will we do like the apos tles when
Christ was con demned or are we go ing to
re main firm in our faith in Mother Paul-
Ma rie?!... Some mem bers will leave the
Work, but will re turn to it like the prod i gal 
son. But let the Hand maid re main at
peace, for with out her hav ing lost any of
her in teg rity, she will have obeyed
Heaven’s com mands. That is how it should 
be.  In teg rity, Fi del ity, Obe di ence, Cour age
and Love will have been safe guarded once
again.

May the Heart of the Hand maid
pierced by the pain ful sword open a
breach in our hearts on that day, fos ter ing
in us the grace of an ar dent de sire to serve 
God at all times by ac cept ing the True
Holy Spirit!

May Mother Paul-Ma rie re main firmly
fixed in the Heart of God the Fa ther, in
love and light!...

May Peace and Hope sus tain all the
Knights of the Army of Mary! One day, the 
Truth will burst forth!

The poor est among the poor,
No vem ber 9, 2004 Michel Renaud

year ago, has al ready set in place all the el e ments of his strat egy to now be able to
pass on to the great ac tion. In fact, he had al ready be gun do ing so be fore his ap -
point ment...

Even be fore His Em i nence Car di nal Marc Ouellet, P.S.S., who at that point had
just re cently been ap pointed the new Arch bishop of Que bec, had un of fi cially
trans mit ted the news to Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi and my self of the ap point ment of His
Ex cel lency Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J. as the new Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioner for the Sons of Mary, the di rec tors of the Work had al ready been in formed
from a re li able source of cer tain un for tu nate in ter ven tions on the part of this lat ter
with re gard to the Work of the Army of Mary and the Com mu nity of the Sons of
Mary.

Sub se quently, other ac tions taken by the Com mis sioner were also to harm the
Work, the Found ress and the Com mu nity. For the mo ment, we pre fer not to speak
about them, and so many oth ers, but we re serve the right to bring them to light at
the op por tune time.

A Min is try That Was Ap pre ci ated, and Hid den But Very Real In ter vening
Parties

The re cent events sur round ing the abrupt and sud den ter mi na tion of Fa ther
Benoît’s min is try in Ar kan sas – a min is try that was deeply ap pre ci ated by many,
in clud ing His Ex cel lency Bishop Sartain him self – oblige all of us, whether we are 
Sons of Mary or not, to se ri ously ask our selves who the hid den but very real in ter -
ven ing par ties were who brought this about.

Bishop Sartain, for his part, dur ing the sec ond last meet ing he had with Fa ther
Benoît ad mit ted him self hav ing been in close con tact, in re cent years, with the
“ap os tolic li ai son” con cern ing the Army of Mary and the Sons of Mary, that is to
say, first of all with the C.I.V.C.S.V.A., then, with Bishop Cazabon, and fi nally,
more re cently, with Arch bishop Prendergast. At the same time, Bishop Sartain
con firmed this lat ter’s par tic u lar in ter est in the theo log i cal con cerns of a cer tain
lay per son, Mr. McCrary, and his doubts with re gard to the Cath o lic or tho doxy of
the Army of Mary and the Sons of Mary stem ming from it. 

Bishop Sartain also in di cated to Fa ther Benoît that the Com mis sioner had per -
sonal con tacts with Mr. McCrary and that, in the days to fol low, there would be a
meet ing to study the points raised by this lat ter, af ter which His Ex cel lency would
con tact him again to in form him of the new de vel op ments which would be forth -
com ing.

Un der the cir cum stances, these com ments Bishop Sartain made in con fi dence
did not sur prise ei ther Fa ther Benoît, the Found ress or her close col lab o ra tors in
the Work, for they had al ready been in formed through other sources of the re gret -
ta ble mach i na tions in prog ress un der the di rec tion of the Com mis sioner.

Al though the in for ma tion trans mit ted by the Bishop of Lit tle Rock did not re -
ally pro vide any thing new, it none the less had the merit of con firm ing the
reliability of our other sources and showed us, in this very dif fi cult time for him as
well as for us, the dig nity, the thought ful ness and the hon esty of this pas tor who,
with out nec es sar ily be ing in a po si tion, prob a bly, to grasp all the mys ti cal im port
of the Work and as a con se quence with out be ing re ally able to de fend any po si tion
what so ever with re gard to this Work, pre ferred nev er the less to char i ta bly tell the
truth and in di cate the only real ac tors in this whole story, to whom he him self can -
not be per son ally linked.

A Cause and a Priv i leged Par tic i pa tion
Bishop Sartain’s de ci sion to main tain a cer tain dis tance with re gard to the dos -

sier of the Army of Mary and, more par tic u larly, with re gard to that of Fa ther
Benoît, has cer tainly in di rectly served the cause of the de trac tors who, for years,
have been fight ing against the Work and the Com mu nity and es pe cially against
the Found ress, and who are now more de ter mined than ever to achieve their ends.
However, he can not be held fully re spon si ble for a sit u a tion which he in vol un -
tarily in her ited and in which, he too is, to a cer tain ex tent, as a much a vic tim as a
wit ness.

In or der to better place our selves within the con text of the events which pre -
ceded and then brought about Fa ther Benoît’s de par ture from the Di o cese of Lit tle
Rock, some thing needs to be said about the im por tant role of Arch bishop
Prendergast’s main lay col lab o ra tor in Ar kan sas, Mr. Mi chael S. McCrary, as the
Archbishop ex er cised his man date of Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of
Mary.

This Mr. McCrary, a mar ried man and the fa ther of three chil dren, a law yer by
pro fes sion, had the op por tu nity to meet and then get to know Fa ther Benoît a lit tle
better through, among other things, this lat ter’s min is try in the Cha pel of Ad o ra -
tion at St. Mi chael’s Con vent.

Through a se ries of par tic u lar cir cum stances which it would be too lengthy to
go into here, it hap pened that Fa ther Benoît, in the le git i mate and ir re proach able
prac tice of his priestly min is try, found him self one day, quite in spite of him self,
be ing un justly taken to task by Mr. McCrary. This lat ter, sud denly con vinced that
this young priest was hav ing a bad spir i tual in flu ence upon his wife and fam ily,
was quick to at trib ute to him all the re spon si bil ity for his per sonal dif fi cul ties.

This man, quite early on and un der the in flu ence of we don’t know “whom” or
“what”, was quick to get in touch with “whom ever it may con cern”, in or der to

(con tinued on page 22)
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have ac cess to and then to spread ev ery where a re mark able amount of de fam a tory
ma te rial – which it must be said in pass ing is quite up-to-date –, of all kinds of
false hoods al ready cir cu lat ing here and there con cern ing the Work, the Found ress
and the Com mu nity, in or der to harm Fa ther Benoît per son ally, and fi nally to suf -
fi ciently dis credit his pres ence in Hot Springs to ren der it in ev i ta ble that he would
be ex pelled from the di o cese as quickly as pos si ble.

An In ter ro ga tion, an Ap os tolic Li ai son, a Co in ci dence...
What was note wor thy as well, at the end of this mem o ra ble ep i sode of jiggery-

pok ery and mud-sling ing, was the sur pris ing rig or ous ness of the theo log i cal in ter -
ro ga tion to which Mr. McCrary at tempted, via Internet, to sub mit Fa ther Benoît
on two oc ca sions, in vit ing him to de bate on a topic taken en tirely out of con text
and well outside Fa ther’s area of com pe tence.

With out wish ing to un der rate or dis par age Mr. McCrary’s knowl edge or abil -
ity, we must nev er the less se ri ously ques tion our selves with re gard to the real
source of this in ter ro ga tion which was too meaty and too in-depth to be the work
of a sin gle nov ice in the mat ter. And with out wish ing to lack char ity, ev ery thing
points to this be ing a doc u ment put to gether “in col lab o ra tion” and in all like li -
hood in very close “li ai son” with an ap os tolic li ai son, of which the Com mis sioner
is the cen tral fig ure...

In ref er ence to the ap os tolic li ai son, it is nev er the less in ter est ing to note the ex -
traor di nary and rather strange co in ci dence be tween Mr. McCrary’s in ter ro ga tion
and an event that took place in Rome, a few days ear lier, on the oc ca sion of Fa ther
Denis Laprise’s meet ing with His Ex cel lency Arch bishop Piergiorgio Silvano
Nesti, C.P., Sec re tary Gen eral of the C.I.V.C.S.V.A., and Rev er end Diego Di
Odoardo, C.P., his as sis tant.

Meet ing at the C.I.V.C.S.V.A.
Here one would need to spec ify that at one par tic u lar point dur ing the meet ing

of Oc to ber 30, 2004, be tween those re spon si ble for the Con gre ga tion and Fa ther
Denis, Archbishop Nesti raised an is sue that, in high places, has been re proached
the Sons of Mary for some time now, that is to say, that of not hav ing ac cepted to
re ply to a doc u ment con tain ing fif teen ques tions re gard ing the “theo log i cal con -
cerns” of cer tain au thor i ties in our re gard...

Fa ther Denis, sur prised by this state ment, im me di ately re plied that nei ther he
nor any other Son of Mary had ever heard of such a doc u ment, in any way what so -
ever.

That is when, al ways fol low ing his good old hab its, Archbishop Nesti be came
ag i tated and ar gued forc ibly that he was sure of his state ment. Fa ther Denis, for his 
part, could only re af firm that he knew noth ing of this, but to no avail. The Sec re -
tary Gen eral then called in his as sis tant so that he might con firm this false ac cu sa -
tion, which Fa ther Diego did quite readily, as has been the case in the past. And
given that Fa ther Denis could not make his in ter loc u tors lis ten to rea son, he could
only re it er ate his sur prise and his be wil der ment be fore these false ac cu sa tions,
with out win ning his case.

Un less Archbishop Nesti’s state ment is more or less di rectly “linked” to that
other ques tion naire sent a few days later by Mr. McCrary to Fa ther Benoît, we, the 
Sons of Mary re ally have no idea what it is all about, for, un less again it is a mat ter
in stead of some other doc u ment, more or less of fi cial, pre pared but not yet re -
ceived – which we would still not have had the “fil ial” priv i lege of re ceiv ing –,
this fa mous un known ques tion naire re mains an un solved mys tery to which, ob vi -
ously, it is quite dif fi cult to pro vide a fol low-up with fif teen an swers.

In the hope how ever that the doc u ment in ques tion is not a pure fab ri ca tion on
the part of the au thor i ties of the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. for the oc ca sion – in or der to test the 
ac tual level of the Sons of Mary’s sense of hu mor be fore their spo radic changes in
mood – we can re as sure our selves with the thought that, in the end, these “mo men -
tary changes in mood of the Sec re tary Gen eral and his as sis tant”, al though they
may ap pear rather spir ited, are noth ing more, in fact, than “bad mo ments” like so
many oth ers that must be en dured. And whether one re fers to the kind of at mo -
sphere to be found ei ther in side or out side the Con gre ga tion, one thing is cer tain in 
any case, and that is that the time or rather the his tor i cal mo ment we are liv ing is
none the less very bad...

The Un an swered Ques tions and the Fruits of Grace
As far as the Sons of Mary are con cerned, we will not stop to spec u late on

whether or not the in ci dents of the two theo log i cal ques tion naires men tioned and
which one would have liked to sub mit to the con freres of the Com mu nity and
which came about al most si mul ta neously, both on the part of the C.I.V.C.S.V.A.
and of Mr. McCrary, were the re sult of a con certed ac tion or a mere co in ci dence.

Nev er the less, know ing the close and per sonal links the Com mis sioner has kept
with the Con gre ga tion as well as with Mr. McCrary, and how very well they func -
tion, we are not at all wor ried about the smooth run ning of the ap os tolic li ai son in
op er a tion, un til such time as the Lord Him self will de cide to put an end to it.

At any rate, in the case of Ar kan sas, the goal of Fa ther Benoît’s dis missal now
hav ing been achieved, I doubt very much that, hence forth, the pre pared ques tion -
naire will be of much use, ex cept to spread a lit tle bit more of the poi son of doubt
and lies. And even if, un der the cir cum stances, the ques tion naire from

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN...  con tin ued from page 21)“To Tes tify
to the Truth”

by Fa ther Benoît Picard

“It is you who say I am a king. The rea -
son I was born, the rea son why I came
into the world, is to tes tify to the truth.”
(Je sus to Pi late; Jn 18:37)

The truth al ways has the last word.
Its power is in ef fa ble. One can ig nore it, 
scorn it, tram ple it, re ject it, crush it
and con demn it, the truth al ways co mes
back fresh, in tact, sur pris ing, over -
whelm ing and lu mi nous... What can
the dark ness of lies do against the sun
of the truth which res o lutely rises on
the ho ri zon?...

It was pre cisely un der a flood of cal -
um nies that I was dis missed from the Di -
o cese of Lit tle Rock in Ar kan sas af ter hav -
ing worked there for six years as the chap -
lain to the Com mu nity of the Sis ters of
Our Lady of Char ity and ex pe ri enced such 
joy in ex er cis ing my priestly min is try.

Meet ing of No vem ber 23, 2004
Last No vem ber 23, the lo cal bishop, His 

Exc. Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain “un der pres -
sure from or upon the sug ges tion of the
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of
Mary, His Exc. Arch bishop Terrence
Prendergast, S. J., and other re li gious au -
thor i ties from Can ada and the Vat i can,”
said to me: “I ask you, and this is very im -
por tant to me as the Bishop of Lit tle Rock,

Fa ther Benoît and his par ents, Aimé
Picard and Monique Desroches.
Or dained a priest at L’Aquila by His Ex -
cel lency, Arch bishop Mario Peressin, on
Sep tem ber 12, 1991, with two other con -
freres, Fa ther Benoît Picard first ex er -
cised his min is try in the par ishes of the
Arch di o cese of L’Aquila. Hav ing been
trans ferred to Rieti, he was then chap lain 
at the hos pi tal for a few years. Af ter the
re turn to Can ada of the Com mu nity of
the Sons of Mary and three years spent at
Lac-Etchemin be cause the state of his
health forced him to take a rest, Fa ther
Benoît was des ig nated as the chap lain
for the Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity in
Hot Springs, Ar kan sas. That is where he
has been ded i cat ing him self for the good
of souls for the last six years.

(con tinued on page 23)
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that you not de fend your self, that you not
de fend the Army of Mary or the Sons of
Mary.” But why such a strict and un just
ban when an in di vid ual was spread ing
freely, es pe cially on Internet, writ ings
stat ing that I be lieved and prop a gated
teach ings harm ful to the unity of the
Church and con trary to the faith, some -
thing which was to tally false, with out any
foundation or proof. All those who lis -
tened to the hom i lies or re treats I
preached can con firm this.

I asked my bishop to in di cate to me the 
er rors I was sup posed to have made in my 
teach ing. He was un able to in di cate a sin -
gle one. I never pro moted the Army of
Mary, since most of the Sis ters and a few
lay peo ple have been mem bers of it for
more than twenty years. Our small in ter -
nal meet ings con sisted of Mass, ad o ra tion, 
the ro sary, ed i fy ing texts, hymns and the
con se cra tion to Mary ac cord ing to Saint
Louis Ma rie Grignion de Montfort. When
I asked him to tell me what I should re -
move from all of that, my bishop was un -
able to give me an an swer. Only a few very
close friends were in formed of the ex is -
tence of Life of Love. Bishop Sartain was
un able nor did he wish to in di cate to me,
even once, what the prob lem might be
with Life of Love and the other writ ings,
which would jus tify his ban ning the lend -
ing of these books to friends thirst ing for
God.

To wards the end of this meet ing which
lasted nearly two hours, and see ing that
the truth re gard ing Ma rie-Paule and this
prov i den tial Work for our time was be ing
so badly flayed, I said to him: “If I am at -
tacked per son ally, I will not de fend my self;
but if the Work is at tacked, I will de fend it.
I prom ise you that!” And yet the Work and
Ma rie-Paule her self were al ready be ing at -
tacked.

Meet ing of No vem ber 29, 2004
Dur ing our next meet ing on No vem ber 

29, af ter prayer, re flec tion and con sul ta -
tions, Bishop Sartain said to me, in es -
sence: “Fa ther, what I found most dif fi cult
at the end of our last con ver sa tion was
more spe cif i cally my im pres sion that it
would be dif fi cult for you to obey me with
re gard to the pro mot ing of the Army of
Mary and its writ ings, and de fend ing it
publically or pri vately against the at tacks
which could be lev elled against it. As a con -
se quence and with re gret, I have de cided
that the time has come for you to leave the
di o cese.”

I had al ready fore seen and un der stood
that at our first meet ing, to the point
where I had thought it ad vis able to make
the nec es sary ar range ments to ob tain an
air line ticket to re turn to Can ada on De -
cem ber 14. Futhermore, know ing the bat -
tle be ing waged against the Army of Mary
in Que bec, I had warned the Sis ters in Hot 
Springs many times not to be sur prised if, 
one day, I would have to leave.

Why was I be ing dis missed from the
di o cese when I never pro moted Life of
Love and even less the writ ings of Marc
Bosquart, against which false ac cu sa tions
are ram pant? Dur ing the meet ing I said to 
the Vicar Gen eral who was with the
Bishop and who re peated the un founded

Mr. McCrary and/or whom ever it may be will not have re ceived all the hoped-for
an swers from Fa ther Benoît, we can nev er the less re joice with this lat ter over the
fruits of God’s grace with which his re li gious and priestly min is try have been grat -
i fied.

And, in the end, af ter six years of the pres ence and the ser vice of Fa ther Benoît
in Hot Springs, and re gard less of the out come of the pres ent sit u a tion, the fruits of
di vine grace will bear a si lent wit ness, at the hour and in the man ner set by God,
some times much more el o quently and much more pow er fully than all the re gret ta -
ble talk of those who be lieve for a mo ment they are serv ing a no ble cause while
they for get that one can not hold in con tempt or un justly fight against the works or
ser vants and hand maids of God with out fight ing against, as well and above all, the
One who raises them, leads them, pro tects them and blesses them.

Two Events... in a Long List
As suredly, in re gard to the false ac cu sa tions brought against the Sons of Mary

as well as the lies spread in their re gard over the last few years, many events took
place which could be re counted here, but the list risks be ing as long as it is
disedifying.

What ever the case may be, it is nev er the less ad vis able to men tion two more
events quite sim i lar and in a cer tain way closely linked, which il lus trate well just
to what ex tent all through out the pon tif i cal man dates which the Sons of Mary have 
had to put up with, lies, re gard less of the man ner in which they have been used by
the au thor i ties con cerned, al ways oc cu pied a dom i nat ing and priv i leged place, as
if they found their well-es tab lished place and their rea son for ex ist ing in the very
na ture of these man dates and vice versa.

The first event took place dur ing the mem o ra ble meet ing of last Oc to ber 30
when Fa ther Denis Laprise stopped in at the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. In the course of the
con ver sa tion, the Sec re tary Gen eral, al ways with his usual force ful ness and sharp -
ness, ac cused the Sons of Mary liv ing at the Generalate House of the Passionist Fa -
thers in Rome of hav ing re fused to wel come His Ex cel lency Bishop Gilles
Cazabon, O.M.I., dur ing his visit to the Vat i can as Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner in
1999. For his part, Fa ther Denis again at tempted, calmly, to rec tify the facts, sug -
gest ing in a pos i tive man ner that he him self would check with his con freres in or -
der to ver ify and even tu ally con firm this as ser tion. But, in this as in all things, the
pre sumed guilt of the Sons of Mary in the face of false ac cu sa tions against which
there can be no re course, pre vailed once again.

The sec ond and last event also took place quite re cently, not in Rome but in
Que bec and con cerned more par tic u larly His Ex cel lency Arch bishop Terrence
Prendergast, S.J., the pres ent Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner.

A priest pres ently re spon si ble for deal ing with cer tain mat ri mo nial cases in a di -
o cese in Que bec, in the course of his work, re cently had an op por tu nity to con verse 
with a lady in the Army of Mary who, fur ther more, ac cepted to bear wit ness.

With out go ing into the de tails which this priest kindly re ferred to, quite freely
and spon ta ne ously, in his con ver sa tion with this lady, it is none the less in ter est ing
to take note of a com ment which is blithely cir cu lat ing at this time in high ec cle si -
as ti cal places, to the ef fect that the di rec tors of the Work and the Com mu nity at
Lac-Etchemin re fused to wel come Arch bishop Prendergast. An other won der ful
fab ri ca tion to be added to the pre ced ing one men tioned above and which con cerns
Bishop Cazabon! Futhermore, what a sur pris ing co in ci dence, to say no more, that
once again both state ments were made at about the same time.

In the Af ter math of So Many Events...
In the af ter math of all these events and so many oth ers which we could men tion, 

at the end of three man dates for which we have never re ceived any re port what so -
ever, al though we would have had ev ery right to this, what good can we ex pect
from the pres ent man date of our Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner? Quite sin cerely, ev ery -
thing and noth ing at one and the same time.

If, af ter we have pa tiently en dured all the an noy ances and harm in her ent in the
re gret ta ble ac tions per pe trated by these man dates and their main ac tors, the only
thing that can be said about us, falsely and at the same time be sides, is that we
closed the doors of our res i dences and our hearts to the two Com mis sioners when,
in fact, we have al ways wel comed them cor dially and deeply re spected them, then
this must mean that ev ery where in high places ev ery one is com pletely short of
breath, ar gu ments, ideas or quite sim ply out of lies, to reach the point of al ways
spread ing ev ery where the same false ac cu sa tions.

It is nev er the less for tu nate that we, the Sons of Mary, fur ther to so many in jus -
tices and so much harm, have kept, even af ter sev eral years, cer tain pieces of writ -
ten proof which il lus trate, with out a sin gle doubt, not only the somewhat spir ited
“spe cial treat ments” re served to us but also and above all the false ness of the ac cu -
sa tions which the large His tory will never for get and upon which some day it will
shed light.

A Ba sic Pat tern and a Ques tion for Each and Ev ery one
If in clos ing we had to draw some lit tle les son from this story, where ought we

to be gin if not with an other look at the pat tern ba sic to this story, which – like the
wa ter mark of this page of his tory – con stantly co mes to light, like some in del i ble
ink stain on the large his tory of God and men, and which has no other des ig na tion

(con tinued on page 24)

(Fr. Benoît Picard - con tin ued from p. 22)

(con tinued on page 24)



than that of hu man frailty.
It is rather sad to see how this hu man frailty can some times, even un der the

guise of duty, trust or col le gi al ity, lead cer tain lit tle and even great men of the
Church to pre fer – and only God knows for what rea son – to safe guard their im age
rather than the su preme law of the good of souls.

If some thing is to be learned fol low ing this page in his tory, it is mainly that the
ac count of it does not end sim ply with the re gret ta ble events quoted above. In fact,
it is through these lat ter, amid all the  maze of man dates with their in con gru ous el -
e ments and all the twists and turns of per pet ual, shame less back room deal ings,
that are un veiled and fi nally re vealed, at this time, all the in-depth mean ing and the 
mys ti cal im port of a great com bat which has been go ing on for so many years, and
the only real rea son it exits is to be found in the mys tery of a mis sion en trusted to a
woman by God for His Work and for His Church.

Yes, a mis sion en trusted to a woman, a poor hum ble woman, sim ple and un as -
sum ing, who ac cepted to give her life to tally to God in sac ri fice, ac cept ing out of
love for Him to suf fer all that He willed, in or der to win for Him the great est num -
ber of souls in His beau ti ful heaven. A woman who has loved so much and yet
who, more than any one, has been and will con tinue to be ca lum ni ated, de tested
and hated. A woman, Ma rie-Paule or Mother Paul-Ma rie, re jected by the great
men of this time which is our time, but cho sen by God for His Church.

Stone re jected by the build ers or the cornerstone for the re newed Church? That
is the ques tion... the in ex tri ca ble crux of an in solv able prob lem for some and the
ex traor di nary key to the open ing to and un der stand ing of a mys tery for oth ers...

Lac-Etchemin, De cem ber 6, 2004 Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro

(IT ALL BE GAN AT THE VAT I CAN...  con tin ued from page  23)

As we were fin ish ing up this is sue of 
the pa per, Fa ther Eric Roy re ceived
an e-mail from His Ex cel lency Arch -
bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J., Pon -
tif i cal Com mis sioner, con cern ing the
ac tion of fi cially taken by the bishop of
Lit tle Rock in Ar kan sas, send ing Fa -
ther Benoît Picard back to Can ada.

We have taken the lib erty of re pro -
duc ing Arch bishop Terrence Pren-
dergast’s e-mail be low which, un der
the cir cum stances, dem on strates once
again that frank ness and trans par ency
– and that’s the least we can say – have

His Exc. Arch bishop Prender gast’s Note to Fa ther Eric

De cem ber 7, 2004

Dear Fr. Eric 

I have just re ceived a fax from Bishop J. Pe ter Sartain of Lit tle Rock, AK, in -
form ing me that he has ter mi nated Fr. Ben e dict’s min is try in Lit tle Rock, ef fec tive
De cem ber 14.

Though Bishop Sartain and I had had a tele phone con ver sa tion sev eral months
ago, this is the first I had an in kling that this step was to be taken.

Could we speak about this when you have a free mo ment? I will try to reach you 
my self. I will also have the let ter Bishop Sartain sent to me scanned so I can send it
to you.

          Sin cerely yours in Christ, 

+Terrence Prendergast, S.J.

ac cu sa tions which the ad ver sar ies had
com mu ni cated to him, that he had ab so -
lutely no idea what he was talk ing about.
Quite hum bly, he re plied: “That’s right; I
have no knowl edge in this mat ter.” And the 
Bishop stated, in re ply to my ques tion,
that he had never read the first vol ume of
Life of Love which I had given him a year
ear lier.

My min is try in the Church in Ar kan sas 
is con sid ered to have had such a pos i tive
ef fect that the Vicar Gen eral con cluded: “I
know the fruits of your work and they are
good fruits. In the past I have praised you
and I did so with out du plic ity. I thank God
for what he has ac com plished here through
you. I know that it will con tinue be cause of
your open ness to His will. I will feel the
void caused by your de par ture be cause you
were a strength in the dean ery.”

To which Bishop Sartain added: “Fa -
ther Benoît, let me re it er ate what Mon si -
gnor has just said and add my own per -
sonal ap proval of what he said re gard ing
the fruits of your priestly min is try. Your ab -
sence will be felt be cause I be lieve that you
are sin cere, a good priest, that you love God 
and the Church. I have no doubt in that re -
gard and I know that you have helped
many peo ple.”

In short, it is for hav ing de sired the
good of souls, by bear ing wit ness hum bly
and dis cretely within a prov i den tial Work
for our time, as well as for hav ing wanted
to de fend the truth when this Work and
my rep u ta tion were be ing in sid i ously at -
tacked – with out, for all that, any one be -
ing able to give proof of a tan gi ble mis take 
or of the va lid ity of an ac cu sa tion brought 
against me – that I have been asked to
leave the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock. Con se -
quently, I must come to the re al iza tion
that in spite of the fact that there seemed
to be di a logue, the Work has once again
been judged and re jected with out re ally
hav ing been heard. No mat ter what I
would have said, it would not have made
any dif fer ence be cause the re jec tion of the 
Work had been de creed even be fore I met
with the bishop.

Far be it from me to judge Bishop
Sartain in this mat ter be cause I know,
since he of ten re peated it to me, that he
did what the hi er ar chi cal au thor ity, that is 
to say, the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner in
par tic u lar, sug gested he do.

Fa ther Benoît Picard, O.FF.M.

A Happy and Blessed Christ mas Time!

In the ra di ance of the very first Christ mas night, what can we wish you in
this new year ded i cated to the Eu cha rist if not the grace of liv ing, more and
more ev ery day and in un ion with the Im mac u late Vir gin, through and for
the Eu cha rist?

May the Word made flesh, full of Grace and Truth – He who is the true
Light that en light ens ev ery man – con se crate you in His Truth. In the midst
of a world swayed by the false hood of sin, may He grant that you com mu ni -
cate al ways more fully in His sac ra ment of love, in or der to per se vere, with
strength and cour age, in fi del ity to His Grace and Truth, to day and for ever.

A Year of Peace and Love!

not been the main vir tues of this man -
date, nor of that of his pre de ces sor,
Bishop Gilles Cazabon.

At the end of this un for tu nate ep i -
sode, what should one think of the
better es tab lished place in the Church
which has been of fered the Sons of
Mary for so many years, if there is not
even one sin gle lit tle place left for the
truth? It would seem that be tween the
Inn and the Man ger, some de tours are
some times im posed which are just as
long as they are tor tu ous.

Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro

(Fr. Benoît Picard - con tin ued from p. 23)


