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Liturgical and Pastoral Activities

at the Eucharistic and Marian

Center Spiri-Maria, Lac-Etchemin
(January, February, March and April)

1.

Saturday and Sunday, January 22
and 23, 2005

Solemn ceremony in honor of the
Lady of All Peoples and the Unity
of Christians

. Saturday and Sunday, February 12
and 13, 2005

Solemn ceremony in honor of Our
Lady of Lourdes and the Dogma of
the Immaculate Conception

. Saturday and Sunday, March 19
and 20, 2005
Solemn ceremony in honor of Saint
Joseph

. Saturday and Sunday, April 2 and
3, 2005
Solemn ceremony in honor of the
feast of the Divine Mercy of Jesus

. Saturday and Sunday, April 16 and
17, 2005
Solemn ceremony in honor of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd

The program for the two days of

p
d

rayer begins at 9:30 a.m. on both
ays, and includes a Marian Hour,

Mass, a Eucharistic Hour and time for

p

E
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ersonal adoration.
Everyone is cordially welcome!

* X *

NGLISH RETREAT
riday, April 22 to Sunday, April 24

Theme: “Mass is worth living!”’
Retreat master: Fr. Daniel Gauthier

* * *

For information and registration,

contact Charlotte Bélanger at:

Spiri-Maria Alma

626 route du Sanctuaire
Lac-Etchemin, Qc GOR 1S0 Canada
Tel./fax: 418-625-3333; E-mail:
spiri-maria@communaute-dame.qc.ca

We wish to express our sincerest con-
dolences to the families who have lost
a loved one. Before the reality of
death, may Christian hope be a
source of comfort and peace.

INMEMORIAM

ARPIN, Marie - Kedgwick River, N.B.
DESROCHERS, Orphir - Warwick
DESROSIERS, Father Marcel - Nicolet
DUBE, Marie-Eugénie - Lac-des-Plages
FIORITA, Assunta - Montreal

GAGNE, Marie-Anne - Quebec

GILBERT, Jeanne - Longueuil

LANHAM, Dolores - Owensboro, KY
LAROUCHE, Jeannine - St-Honoré-de-
Chicoutimi

LAVOIE, Laurent - Baie-St-Paul

LAVOIE, Maire-Ange Bouchard - Chicou-
timi-Nord

LEDUC, Janita Mercier - Lac-Etchemin
MORIN, Francoise St-Georges-de-
Beauce

RIOUX, Harvey - Edmundston, N.B.

ROY, Marie-Rose - Pointe-Verte, N.B.
SIMARD, Brother Laurent, O.F.M., Utsu-
nomiya, Japan

THIVIERGE, Claire Brault - Ville St-Lau-
rent, Montreal

VIALLET, René - Ste-Anne-des-Chénes,

MB
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When he went to Europe to preach the annual retreat of the Knights of Mary
(from France, Belgium and Holland) at Lourdes, Father Denis Laprise was also
able to make a short stopover in Italy, more particularly in Rome, where he was
able to meet with certain Church authorities, one of whom was His Excellency
Archbishop Piergiorgio Silvano Nesti, C.P., Secretary General of the Congregation
for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life (C.1.V.S.C.V.A.).

This meeting with the C.1.V.S.C.V.A., which had not been planned at the out-
set, was requested by Father Denis himself, on the express recommendation of a
friendly Vatican authority whose name it is better not to mention at this time.

After this meeting, which took place October 30, 2004, finding it necessary to
restate more clearly certain facts that came up during the interview that lasted
almost two hours, Father Denis wrote one letter to His Excellency Archbishop
Nesti to thank him, and another to give him required explanations. Following are
Father Denis’ letters.

« Totus Tuus »

La CommunautédesFilsdeMarie

626, route du Sanctuaire, Lac-Etchemin, Québec, CANADA, GOR 1S0
Téléphone: (418) 625-3377 - télécopieur: (418) 625-3334
courriel: denis.laprise@sogetel.net

Lac-Etchemin, November 9, 2004

Most Reverend Excellency
Archbishop Piergiorgio Silvano Nesti
Secretary Genera of the C.I.V.S.C.V.A.

Most Reverend Excellency:

When | visited Rome October 29 and 30, | had not planned to visit any dicastery
whatsoever. However, a Roman authority whom | met enquired about the current
situation of the Sons of Mary. | replied that we were in “ statu quo” .

Thereupon he insisted that | do something about it during my short stay in the
Eternal City, that | knock at all the doors, telling methat thiswasin accord with the
Gospd: “ Knock, and it will be opened to you....” That is how it happened that |
went to your Dicastery to request an interview with you, even though | had no
fixed appointment.

Thus, | am most grateful to you for having opened the “door” to me so that |
might let you know what is most important to us.

During our conversation you invited me to write to you. So, most willingly, |
am acceding to your request in addressing you the letter that follows.

Sincerely yoursin the Hearts of Jesus and Mary,

Father Denis Laprise, O.FF.M.

* k%

Father Denis’ Letter
to His Exc. Archbishop Silvano Nesti

Lac-Etchemin, November 9, 2004

Fr. Denis
Laprise

Most Reverend Excellency,

Further to our meeting of last October 30, | wish, first of all, to
sincerely thank you for having received me. Upon my return to Canada, after hav-
ing consulted with afew confreres involved in the events we spoke of during our
discussion, it is appropriate to clarify certain specific pointsin order to avoid all
confusion. Here are the events as they were lived by the persons involved.

— Appointment of the Pontifical Commissioner and His First Visit in Rome

During our interview, Your Excellency, in the presence of Father Diego Di
Odoardo and supported by him, you maintained that the Pontifical Commissioner,
after his appointment on March 24, 1997, had not been received by Father Jean-
Frangois Mastropietro and by the confreres living at the Passionists Generalate
House.

Here are the events as they took place. After his appointment, the Pontifical
Commissioner, His Excellency Bishop Gilles Cazabon, did in effect visit the Sons
of Mary on April 21, 22 and 23, 1997, at the Passionists' residence. He was wel-
comed by Father Jean-Francois Mastropietro and the students whom he met one
by one. All the confreres can testify to this. After that visit, Bishop Cazabon
thanked usin hisletter of May 9, 1997, which is proof that we received him.

— Departure of the Students

Two yearslater, thatis, on April 23 and 24, 1999, following misunderstandings
and threats received by Father Jean-Frangois Mastropietro from the Congregation
and the Pontifical Commissioner, the processfor the departure of the studentswas
set in motion. Here is an account of the events:



“THE KINGDOM?”, No. 170, November-December 2004 11

As it had been agreed upon with Bishop Cazabon, the Sons of Mary in Rome
were preparing to receive him on April 24, 1999. Everything had been prepared
for hisvisit. Infact, even the Passionist Sisters had been informed of the presence
of adistinguished visitor in order to prepare an appropriate meal.

So Father Jean-Francois went to the Residence Domus Sanctae Marthae at the
time agreed upon in order to pick up Bishop Cazabon and bring him to the Sons of
Mary for a meal. Bishop Cazabon, after a ten-minute conversation with Father
Jean-Francoisduring which he threatened more than once the exi stence of theresi-
dencefor studies, finally decided to cancel thevisit. It wasthe Pontifical Commis-
sioner himself who refused to come to meet the Sons of Mary as had been planned,
and who thus cancelled hisvisit.

It was after this conversation with Bishop Cazabon and further to the serious
threats of rapid intervention with the C.1.V.C.S.\V.A. concerning the existence of
theresidencefor the student Sons of Mary in Romethat, upon the advice of differ-
ent authorities, the decision was taken to close the Scholasticate in Rome as
quickly as possible. In effect, the Pontifical Commissioner had clearly expressed
his reservations regarding the future of this residence. The students subsequently
left Rome on May 6 and 7, 1999.

— The Departure of the Sons of Mary from the Archdiocese of L’Aquila

Asl tried to explain to you during our meeting, the arrangementsfor the depar-
ture of the Sonsof Mary from the Archdiocese of L’ Aquilaweremadein dueform
with Archdiocesan authorities. Everyone was aware of the situation, with the ex-
ception of the parishioners. Concerning thefinal departurefromL’ Aquila, HisEx-
cellency Bishop Giuseppe Molinari could certainly confirm the reception of three
letters written by Father Pierre Mastropietro to the Archdiocesan authorities; you
would also have received copies of those letters. Here are the dates of the afore-
mentioned letters:

— October 1, 1996: Letter to His Exc. Archbishop Mario Peressin explaining
theimpossibility of guaranteeing the presence of Sonsof Mary inthe Archdi-
ocese.

— December 13, 1996: L etter to His Exc. Bishop Giuseppe Molinari clarifying
certain facts and mentioning the Sonsof Mary’s intention of releasing them-
selves from all responsibility to the Archdiocese.

— December 28, 1996: L etter to His Exc. Bishop Giuseppe Molinari informing
him that the pastoral services of the Sons of Mary would cease as of January
1, 1997, and of their departure from the Archdiocese.

It should be noted that this departure was motivated by just causes and for the
physical and psychological welfare of the Sons of Mary involved in the pastoral
ministry within the Archdiocese.

Furthermore, in the daysthat followed, Father Pierre Mastropietro handed over
all the documents of each of the parishes, including adetailed inventory of all that
belonged to the parish, the list of the bank accounts and parish assets, the keysto
the churches and rectories, all of which was noted in minutesthat were signed and
countersigned by the Archdiocesan Chancery. The Sons of Mary left the Archdio-
ceseof L’ Aquilain arespectful manner for detailed reasonswhich you will find in
the letters mentioned above, but which can be summed up thus: They left in order
tosafeguardtheir dignity and their equilibrium and becausethe authoritieswho
should have intervened to clear up the difficult situation and repair the damage
caused did not do so.

— Appointment of the Superior General

With regard to the appointment of Father Eric Roy as the Superior General of
the Community, it must beremembered that we are still in the period of foundation
and that the decree Perfectae Caritatisis clear when it states that “ loyal recogni-
tion and safekeeping should be accorded to the spirit of founders, asalso to all the
particular goals ... which constitute the heritage of each community” . (PC 2)

The foundress made known this change to Father Eric Roy on May 8, 2003, as
well asto afew confreres present including Father Victor Rizzi, the Superior Gen-
eral at the time, a change that would be effective on May 31, 2003. Thus this ap-
pointment istotally legitimate for the Community which hasthetremendous privi-
lege of being able to count on the presence of the Foundress who is still living.

That iswhy, even before hisfirst visit, this change was mentioned to the Pontif-
ical Commissioner, Archbishop Terrence Prendergast. During his first visit, he
himself said that he would ratify this appointment. Furthermore, aletter was sent
to him immediately after hisvisit, July 13, 2003, so that he could proceed.

Inclosing, al that has been stated here can be attested to at all times by the Sons
of Mary who were the main participants in these events, and other proofs can be
provided at an opportune time.

On the strength of which | remain sincerely yoursin Jesus and Mary,
Father Denis Laprise, O.FF.M.

cc.: To whom it may concern
(continued on page 12)

Our Readers
Speak Up...!

Yours Is Such a Beautiful Work!

Many, many thanks for the papers I re-
ceived yesterday. | spent a good part of the
day allowing myself to be edified! Yours is
such a beautiful Work!

In the paper | learned that you have
musical works available: a sacred concert
under the theme of the Immaculate Con-
ception; the Community of the Sons and
Daughters of Mary sings its love of the Eu-
charist (with meditations). Are there oth-
ers like that?

| am never surprised at my reaction to
the reading of your paper. By nature, | am
a “bawler”..., but yesterday afternoon,
tears of joy flowed before the beauty of
your work (the pictures show us just a
very tiny part of it, I'm sure!). What a
mystery. A faint image, but an image
nonetheless of what Heaven will be like —
the Kingdom! You give us signs of it, sym-
bols of it. It is not surprising that hell’s
fury should be unleashed.

Ever since I have known you, | have al-
ways been amazed at the power of the
Spirit at work in you. What a consolation
for our time! What hope for tomorrow!
Erected on the Cross, your Community is
destined for Victory. | have been united to
the two for a long time: Cross — Victory;
Death — Resurrection!

PS.: Keep me in your prayers. You are
always in mine.

Your friend, your brother,

October 14, 2004 Father Gerald

“l Bless You!”

Father Maurice Péloquin was bril-
liantly inspired to entitle his article in Le
Royaume, no. 169, “The Cross and the Tri-
umph of Love”. It is truly through the
Cross that the triumph of Love of the glo-
rious family of the Army of Mary will
come. It is by the Cross that Jesus tri-
umphed and again it will be by the Cross
that Mother Paul-Marie and all her sons
and daughters will triumph.

From a truly filial heart, I bless you,
under the regard of Mother Mary.

Father Emile Thibault

Finding Oneself
Between the Hammer
and the Anvil

| receive Le Royaume regularly. In the
last issue, | read with keen interest the ex-
change of correspondence between you
and Cardinal Ouellet and Father Pierre
Mastropietro. To find oneself between the
hammer and the anvil is a very uncom-
fortable position; but especially when the
hammer descends from “On-High”, then
everything fits into a plan that is greater
than we are. But in the end “He” knows
how to strike fair blows that will work to
the advantage of the entire Church.

Naturally, I add my fair share of prayers
for you, for the mission to which you feel
called and for the entire Family of the
Sons and Daughters of Mary.

Sincerely yours in the Lord,
October 28,2004 From the Vatican, X...
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The Hour of Light Will Come

The Masses sent by Sister Chantal have
already been celebrated for your inten-
tions. | am very grateful for your expres-
sions of trust and affection for me as a
priest. For so many years, | have been pas-
sionately studying your providential Life
of Love with a view to the Kingdom, the
second phase of which — its second period
of preparation — came to an end last Sep-
tember 14 (1971-2004).

I met Archbishop Ouellet in Madrid a
few years ago during a Ssymposium on von
Balthasar and Adrienne von Speyr, and he
seemed to me to be a man of God (He has
his plans and, in truth, it won't be long be-
fore He manifests Himself.)

That which is new in your life and that
God is accomplishing is very great and
difficult to assimilate by those following
classical theology. But the hour of light
will come for the mystery of the Immacu-
late. | believe that Marc Bosquart’s intu-
itions are becoming increasingly more
precise in their formulation.

With the promise that I will continue
to pray for the perseverance of all, now
that “it is accomplished”.

November 1,2004 Padre Joaquin Ferrer

Issue No. 169 of Le Royaume
Leaves No One Indifferent

May the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you. No one remains indifferent
after reading the issue no. 169 of Le Royau-
me. | think this will make both sides grow
in their search for an “agreement”.

The letters of May 31 and June 18 be-
tween Marie-Paule and the Archbishop of
Quebec are extraordinarily respectful.
Both suffer for love of God. On the one
hand, your Mother listens to her con-
science in refusing the meeting she her-
self had asked for; on the other hand, His
Eminence accepts the cancellation with
great humility and advises Marie-Paule
that he prays that the Holy Spirit may en-
lighten both sides... There is suffering,
much suffering, but also a lot of humility.
And both want to take this step in obedi-
ence to the Lord. I find that very beautiful.

We should mention that there is much
sincerity (even if that is not a criterion of
discernment). The frankness and loyalty
to God of your Mother seem to be the ulti-
mate goal of her life.

The Army of Mary and the Church are
at the crossroads. May God help you in the
steps taken for the good of His Church.
May it all happened for the good of the
Church! This evening, at the Eucharist, |
thought of you. All is not over. Sincere
greetings. Claude Gilbert

Gestures of Love and Charity

In a homily in Montreal, the priest told
us that the gestures of love and charity we
make in this world serve to extend the
Kingdom of God. Because of the forma-
tion we have received in the Work we
strive to always surpass ourselves a little
more so that His Kingdom may come on
earth as it is in heaven. How beautiful it is
to have been called to be a part of this
work for our time, this time in which the
three worlds are being revealed to the lit-
tle ones that we are.

Yves and Nicole LeCorre

(ITALL BEGAN AT THE VATICAN... continued from page 11)

ABOVE

Father Pierre
Mastropietro

THE DIsSCIPL
Is NOT
THE MASTER...

“When some of the Jews again reached for rocks to stone bim, Jesus protested to them,
‘Masy good deeds bave I shown you frons the Father, For whicl of these do you stone me?” "
(fn 1i0:31-32)

The more that history is written, the
more it repeats itself. And in spite of
the fact that some will cry out for all to
hear, in season and out of season, that
Revelation is well and truly closed —
not to say dead —, it is nonetheless true
that the Lord, the Good Shepherd, the
Living One constantly present at the
center of the grand History of God
and men, continues to intervene, in an
often unexpected manner, but one
that is always perfect and marvelous,
in the lives of His sheep in order to
protect them, warn them, prepare
them and lead them to the celestial
pastures.

If it is true that “the disciple is not
above the Master”, it is often true as
well that to walk in the footsteps of the
Good Shepherd, and thus to become
increasingly day by day a “pastor after
his Heart”, one must also accept to
participate, each in his own small mea-
sure, in the “special treatments” re-
served for Him here below, more par-
ticularly those from other pastors
more concerned with themselves than
with the sheepfold and who, unfortu-
nately, in the course of history and still
too often today, accomplish the work
of mercenaries when they are not
outrightly doing that of the wolf.

For which of my deeds do you wish
to condemn me today? There you
have the question which Father
Benoit Picard would have had, and
still has today, every right to ask of the
authorities who, through the instru-
mentality of His Excellency Bishop J.
Peter Sartain, Bishop of Little Rock in
Arkansas, U.S.A., succeeded in hav-
ing him sent away from the diocese af-

ter he had worked generously for
more then six years as a visiting priest
who, because of his health, was to
have been taking rest, while assuming
mainly the responsibility of chaplain
to the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity
at St. Michael’s Monastery in Hot
Springs.

If, after his two quite recent meet-
ings with Bishop Sartain, Father
Benoit was open to and accepted with
respect and dignity the decision finally
taken by the local bishop, the fact of
the matter is that certain direct wit-
nesses from the very beginning felt
that it was necessary not only to bear
witness to the many and good fruits
God produced in such a short period
of time through the intermediary of a
poor dedicated servant in spite of his
quite frail health, but also to show, by
this very fact and without bitterness or
lack of charity, all the falseness of the
“hearsay” upon which, once again, a
presence was judged, stamped and fi-
nally buried under a pile of calumni-
ous stones, a presence that itself was
the sign of another Presence which,
this one, is quite disturbing....

There follow the letters of witness
which Sisters Theresa Marie Lalan-
cette and Theresa Dionne, respec-
tively Superior and Assistant Superior
of St Michael’s Monastery, thought
appropriate to send to their bishop,
Bishop Sartain, a copy of which they
also sent us. This will be followed by
Mrs. McCrary’s letter which, in turn,
sheds light on the regrettable machi-
nations which contributed, to a certain
extent, to Father Benoit’s departure.

Father Pierre Mastropietro

Sister Lalancette’s Letter to His Exc. Bishop P. Sartain

Sister Theresa Marie Laancette
Monastery of Our Lady of Charity
1125 Malvern Avenue
Hot Springs, AR 71901

Sr. Theresa
Lalancette

Reverend Bishop J. Peter Sartain
Diocese of Little Rock

2415 North Tyler Street

Little Rock, AR 72207

Dear Reverend Bishop:

November 29, 2004

| hopeyou had awonderful Thanksgiving, and | presume you also had achance

tosteal alittlerest. Here, everythingiswell. Wehad awonderful Thanksgivingtoo.

The reason why | am writing this letter today is that | heard that a number of
people are giving you their ideas about the Army of Mary, including Mr.
McCrary, who is poisoning so many minds here in Hot Springs with his lies and
calumnies. | thought that | could also give you my idea about the most beautiful
and helpful movement that has brought countless peopl e back to their faith and as
many conversionsto the Catholic faith.

| witnessed so many graces obtained through the Army of Mary that my con-
science would not be at peaceif | did not defend this divine Work. | can tell you
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that since | am an Associate with the movement (over twenty years), my spiritua
life hasimproved. For six years now we have had a Son of Mary for chaplain. He
bases his teaching on the Bible and the living traditions of the Church from the
writings of our Holy Father the Pope, St. Theresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross
and St. LouisMarie of Montfort. Father alsoinsistson “Love, Charity and Interior
Reform”. Asa Superior, | can see abig change for the better among my commu-
nity sisters these past few years.

Dear Bishop, | know how hard it is for you to make a judgment after you have
heard these negative comments from different people, especially since you are not
familiar with the origin of the foundation of the Army of Mary. | am happy,
though, that you are taking the time to study this case with Father Benedict, be-
cause the adversaries are not interested in learning about this divine Work. They
put all of their energy into trying to destroy it.

Father wants usto love our adversaries, and to pray for them. They will experi-
ence a short victory. Then the truth will be known and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary will triumph. Let us rejoice and pray much.

Sincerely, from a happy and privileged Associate of the Army of Mary, who
humbly asks your blessing.

Sister Theresa Marie Lalancette
Superior
cc.: To whom it may concern

Sister Theresa Dionne’s Letter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain
Sister Theresa Dionne

Sisters of Our Lady of Charity
1125 Malvern Avenue
Hot Springs, AR 71901
Sr. Theresa
Dionne November 29, 2004

Reverend Bishop J. Peter Sartain
Diocese of Little Rock

2415 North Tyler Street

Little Rock, AR 72207

Dear Reverend Bishop:

| know you are very busy, so | will try to make this letter as short as| can. |
heard that that thereisa certain man in Hot Springs who is making trouble for the
Army of Mary movement. | am very sorry and | hope and pray that hewill change
his mind.

I love the Army of Mary and have been a member since 1980. The Army of
Mary has helped me spiritually and is still doing it. | try to reform my life even
more.

Since Father is here, we have had many conversions, many joining the Church,
and some coming back to church after many years of not practicing their faith.
One man who had been away from the Church for thirty yearstold me, “ Do not let
this priest go.”

The priests from the Army of Mary are well trained to believein the Holy Eu-
charist, the Blessed Mother and the Pope. When there are ceremonies, the liturgy
and the singing are so beautiful you feel asthough you are in heaven. You can’t
help but come away inspired.

On apersonal note, Father Benedict has never, since he hasbeen here, spokenin
public anything about the Army of Mary. Only his person reflects the holiness of
hiscommunity. | could say more, but | will leave therest to the Blessed Mother to
defend God' s Work.

| excuse myself for being so frank, but | feel it ismy duty to defend the Work of
God. With God's help, | would be ready to suffer and die for this good Work.

In union with Jesus and Mary, | remain your humble daughter,

Sister Theresa Dionne,
Assistant Superior
cc.: To whom it may concern

Mrs. Cathy McCrary’s Letter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

November 28, 2004
Dear Bishop Sartain,

It is with a heavy heart that | write to you today. | received a
phone call last week from alady in my parish. She had received a
puzzling e-mail from my husband about Father Benedict. She was
wondering if it had been sent to her by mistake and was concerned for Father.

| teach at St. John's School and since that phone call I've had some parents
come up to me saying they have received the same e-mail and are confused asto
what it all means.

I think you should know that my husband is a very unhappy man. | have tried
(continued on page 14)

Mrs. Cathy
McCrary

Mrs. Bette Sargent’s Letter to
His Exc. Bishop Sartain

December 1, 2004

Bishop Peter Sartain
P. 0. Box 7565
Little Rock, Arkansas 82207

The Reverend Bishop Sartain:

Let me preface this letter by saying, |
have never written a letter to a priest or a
Bishop before. | guess I have never been
so affected by any decision concerning the
Church before. | am 63 years old and have
been a Catholic all my life. I have always
considered myself a “practicing Catholic”,
I married in the Church and baptized my
children and gave them a Catholic educa-
tion and always attended Sunday Mass
and Holy days. Daily Mass was not prac-
ticed as a rule. I always made a confession
at least once a year before Trinity Sunday.

All of this changed when Father Bene-
dict started the Perpetual Adoration Cha-
pel at St. Michael’s and became my Spiri-
tual Advisor. All I can say is that Father
Benedict, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, changed my life. The presence of Je-
sus as a human is mirrored though him.
Everything that | see has a whole new
meaning because | can see through his
eyes. My weekly confessions and partici-
pating in daily Mass said by Father Bene-
dict has taught me so much about my
Catholic faith. It is almost as though | have
just been introduced to Jesus through
Mary. | have always respected decisions
made by the Church with regard to prac-
tice and some of it | didn't always agree
with but I came to accept. I guess | always
thought (through my naivety) that deci-
sions made, although not exactly as |
would have them, were at least just well
thought through. I had no idea that a few
conspirators could convince the Bishop
that any wrong-doing was happening. |
intentionally am restraining myself from
naming any names or placing any blame
since this is one of the basic rules of life
that Father Benedict has instilled in me.
In my humble opinion Father Benedict
has done more for Hot Springs and unity
of all faiths than any priest that has ever
been assigned to this town.

| am a member of St. John's Catholic
Church and have been for 40 years. | have
never felt the reverence or the love that |
have experienced during the Sacrifice of
the Mass as performed by Father Bene-
dict. All he has ever taught is love and the
Gospel. Each sermon explained the read-
ings in a way that took on life to the Mass.

| guess the point | am so concerned
with is: How can a Bishop, if he truly is
looking for the truth, not see that he is
taking away the best thing that has ever
happened to Hot Springs? The Corpus
Christi Procession, the Eucharistic Adora-
tion Chapel, the spiritual guidance offered
to so many, the traveling Pilgrim Virgin
Mary, and the teaching that the narrow
path is the only path to take in order to
reap the rewards of everlasting life. | real-
ize that Father Benedict's work will go on,
but please give credit to the one who initi-
ated these wonderful devotions. | can only
say that whoever receives this man of love

(continued on page 14)
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(Mrs. Sargent’s Letter - from page 13)

is truly the winner and we in Hot Springs,
Arkansas are certainly the losers.

My mother always taught me that it
didn't matter who was offering the Mass,
it was the Eucharist we were there for. | al-
ways tried to live by that practice and
taught my children the same. However, |
never dreamed that the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass could be so beautiful and so
alive for me as Father Benedict has made
it. His Mass is said with such fervor that
you actually participate.

In closing, since I'm sure that your
mind is made up, I could not let this hap-
pen without at least speaking my mind or
my conscience would bother me. Father
Benedict has left me with a deep spiritual
reform in progress. | will, I'm sure con-
tinue on the way that he has introduced
me to. It will be more difficult without his
guidance and understanding but I must
go forward.

I have prayerfully written this letter in
the hopes that it may shed light on the
true meaning of Christianity and I reserve
the right to share it with others as you
may also do.

Father Benedict certainly practices
what he preaches and that is... love your
neighbor as God loves you.

Sincerely,
Bette Sargent

Rev. John McCallum Writes to
Father Benoit

Father Benedict,

God bless you as you return to Quebec.
Thank you for your ministry in Hot
Springs and for your gentle insistence that
we work and worship together where we
can. God has used you here in significant
ways. I'm confident God will use you
wherever He sends you next. It's been a
pleasure to know you.

Grace and Peace,
Rev. John McCallum
(A First Baptist Church minister in Hot Springs)

Mrs. Betty Corcoran’s Letter
to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

December 10, 2004

Most Reverend J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of the Diocese of Little Rock
2500 North Tyler St.

Little Rock, AR 72217

Object: Fr. Benedict Picard’s departure
from Arkansas.

Most Rev. Bishop Sartain,

It is with great sadness that | learned
from Fr. Benedict that you asked him to
leave Arkansas. In my association with
him he has spent many hours enlighten-
ing me about the doctrines of the Roman
Catholic Church, so that | have gained a
great respect for it. He has also shown
me, by example, how to pray more fer-
vently, to love God and my neighbors and
enemies. And always he has pointed to
Christ as the center of our lives and the
importance of the Eucharist. He has been
of great spiritual help to me since the
death of my husband, a practicing Catho-

(continued on page 15)

(ITALL BEGANAT THE VATICAN... continued from page 13)

very hard over the past 25 yearsto please him. | realize now that | cannot and itis
not my fault. During theteacher’s“Virtus’ Training last year it hit melike aton of
bricksthat | was being abused and in more than one way. The guilt | always car-
ried with me now made sense.

When | began to stand up for myself in amore confident, gentle manner the an-
grier my husband became. In order to fix me he began to take meto one priest after
another so they could prove | wasn't asubmissivewife. Finally Father Bill sent us
to amarriage counselor in Little Rock. After several sessions my husband asked
him if he thought he was abusing me and his reply wasyes. Soon my husband be-
gan leaving the counsaling sessionsin an explosive manner and the counselor re-
fused to see us again.

My husband wants to control my every move and threatens me when he can't.
When hisanger escalated to the point where he was out of control heleft. I’ vetold
him he can come home when he’ s ready to calm down and make some changes. |
see some of thisbehavior manifestingitself in my sonsand how they treat meand |
want this cycle to end.

It seemsmy husband isnow directing hisanger towards Father Benedict asif he
had something to do with our separation. This is not true; if anything Father al-
ways encouraged me to be forgiving and charitable towards my husband. Any-
thing | ever directed much time or energy to, my husband found fault with.

I love my husband enough to say this must stop. I'm just sorry he has now de-
cided to use Father Benedict as the scapegoat as to what is wrong with our mar-
riage.

Father Benedict is a holy priest who has done so much for our parish, the sur-
rounding parishes, our Catholic school and our city. In fact most people refer to
him as being one of the most Christ-like personsthey have ever met. Thisgoesfor
our Protestant friends too who have worked with him on several ecumenical pro-
jects and prayer services.

We are living in a time period full of corruption and violence and we need
priests like Father Benedict who constantly remind us of our call to holiness. Not
only does he remind us, but he explains exactly what the Holy Father istelling us
to do to achieve this. His homilies are filled with quotes and explanations of the
writings of St. Therese the Little Flower, St. Theresa of Avila, St. John of the
Cross and St. Louisde Montfort’s “ True Devotion to Mary”. Heis giving us real
spiritual food that people so desperately need.

When you leave his Masses you truly feel that your soul has been lifted up to
heaven as he says them with such reverence and devotion. And if that were not
enough we must remember he established the Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
Chapel and he offers confession both before and after Mass seven days aweek so
one can keep their soul in astate of grace and spend time with Jesus as frequently
asthey desire.

And last but not least, Father Benedict isn't just explaining how to grow in holi-
nessheislivingit. Heisameek and humble good shepherd who sacrifices himsel f
daily for hisflock.

I do not believe anyone who has heard Father Benedict speak, attended one of
his Eucharistic or Marian processions or one of hisretreatswill put much thought
into these e-mails. Surely people with much depth will quickly read through the
lines.

| apologize for the trouble my husband is stirring up and | humbly ask you to
prayerfully look at the fruits of Father Benedict’s efforts. If the fruit is good then
the tree must also be good.

God bless you,

Cathy McCrary
A copy to whom it may concern

“What Am | to Do With This Man?...”

(A 272220

Not An Easy Decision..., After Wide Consultation...

“What am | to do with this man?...”
(cf. Mt 27:22) There you have the wide
consultation Pilate, in former times,
had with the Jews of his time, as they
handed Jesus over to him as a criminal.

There you have again today, all
things considered, the same question
reformulated with regard to a Son of
Mary whose only real *“crime” has
been to believe in a Work of God and
to support it unreservedly.

After his last meeting with Father
Benoit Picard, Bishop J. Peter Sartain,
who was probably unaware of the ap-
pointment of Father Eric Roy as the
new Superior General, addressed a

letter to Father Victor Rizzi to offi-
cially confirm the decision he had
taken with regard to Father Benoit,
that is, his impending dismissal from
the Diocese of Little Rock.

This letter, although quite brief, il-
lustrates well the unease and sadness
of a bishop subjected to various *“ru-
mors” coming from the diocese and else-
where, which obliged him, reluctantly,
to take a decision in the case of an
available and dedicated priest, a case
in which, humanly speaking, it would
have been desirable to have been able
“to wash one’s hands of it” before
rather than afterwards....  Fr. Pierre
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His Excellency Bishop Sartain’s Letter
to Father Victor Rizzi

December 2, 2004

Reverend Victor Rizzi
Superior General
LesFilsDe Marie
1145, de la Canardiere
Quebec, Qc G1J2C3
CANADA

Reverend and dear Father:

| am writing to inform you that | met with Father Benedict Picard, offm, on
Monday, November 29, to inform him that his priestly service in the Diocese of
Little Rock has come to an end and to ask that he return to Canada. Under mutual
agreement, Fr. Benedict will return to Canada on December 14.

Thiswas not an easy decision for meto reach, and | cameto it only after wide
consultation and prayer. Simply put, in my opinion, circumstances in the diocese
and specifically in the Hot Springs areahave made it increasingly difficult for Fa-
ther Benedict to continue to minister here effectively. For many reasons, | am sad-
dened to have found it necessary to makethisdecision, but | truly believeit isbest
for Father Benedict personally, aswell asfor the Church. | am grateful for hissix
yearshere, and | know the Sistersat St. Michael’ sMonastery will sorely misshim.
I wish him only the best and promise my continued prayers for him.

With every best wish and prayer, | am
Sincerely in Christ,

J. Peter Sartain
Bishop of Little Rock

Fr. Victor
Rizzi

Bishop J. Peter
Sartain

A Mandate Imposed by the Vatican

In the series of events which prepared and then determined the dismissal and
departure of Father Benoit Picard from the Diocese of Little Rock, it is impor-
tant here to place this situation, which at first glance may appear limited and an
isolated case, in the context of an ensemble, in order the better to discern what
was really at stake and its main actor.

Even if, in appearance, the entire responsibility for the decision taken seems
to rest upon the shoulders solely of Bishop J. Peter Sartain, the local bishop, the
fact of the matter is that it is simply the result of the direct action of an imposed
mandate, in this case that of the present Pontifical Commissioner, a mandate,
the normal course of which the Bishop of Little Rock thought it his duty to sup-
port.

Moreover, on the occasion of one of his last meetings with Father Benoit, the
Bishop of Little Rock confirmed, twice, the Commissioner’s special interest in
following up on the campaign of misinformation, not to call it a campaign of de-
molition, against the Son of Mary in that diocese.

In the meantime, right in the period of final gestation regarding the announc-
ing of Father Benoit’s dismissal from Arkansas to return to Canada, the Com-
missioner sent to all the Sons of Mary as well as to their Foundress a letter in
which he invited them to meditate with him upon the role and the place of Mary
in the Church..., in order that they might better understand their place, espe-
cially given certain difficulties raised by Church authorities... Here is that letter.

His Exc. Archbishop Prendergast’s Letter to the Sons of Mary

First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2004

Dear Sons of Mary,

The peace of Christ!

These last months have been charged for all of us. During that time | have had the op-
portunity to spend some time with acertain number of you and | appreciate very much
the cordial welcome you granted me every time: at Marienthal (August 25 to Septem-
ber 2), in Glen Nevis (October 18-19), at Grandfresnoy (November 3-4 and 12-16).
During my sojournin France | participated in the novenain preparation for the feast of
the Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the Temple and | know that you will soon begin
asimilar novenafor the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.

This year, we are marking the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the encyclical
“Ineffabilis Deus’ in which Blessed Pope Pius I X solemnly proclaimed the dogma of
the Immaculate Conception. As | reread that document recently, | reflected upon
Mary’srolein thelife of the Church and in our personal lives, aswell as her placein
thehistory of salvation. Thereflectionswhich follow are being offered you for that oc-
casion. | ask you to be open to themin prayer along with me and to give thanksto God

(continued on page 16)

(Mrs. Corcoran’s Letter - from page 14)

lic. 1 am a Lutheran and have been a close
friend of the Sisters at St. Michael’s con-
vent for over 20 years.

Fr. Benedict’s aim is to serve all and he
follows John Paul 1I's directions on ecu-
menism. He has been active in planning
community programs about peace and
thanksgiving. He has organized the Cor-
pus Christi procession. He is known to say
yes to many requests for his presence.

So therefore, | do not understand the
sanction you have placed on Fr. Benedict. |
hope that you will remove it and bless his
return to all of us who love him in
Christ.

Sincerely,
Betty Corcoran
cc.: To whom it may concern
(A Lutheran friend of Father Benoit)

Father Benoit Picard’s Letter

Dear Adorers, friends
of St. Michael's Con-
vent and Perpetual
Eucharistic Adoration
Chapel:

As most of you al-
ready know, | was the
target of a series of
false accusations and
affirmations taken out
of context. What you most likely do not
know is that | am part of a beautiful Prov-
idential Movement called the Army of
Mary. My religious Community, the Sons
of Mary, is issued from it. The Army of
Mary’s program of life can be summa-
rized in a few words: “The Catholic Reli-
gion intensely lived”. As is usually the
case with Providential Movements, the
Founder — in this case it is a Foundress:
Marie-Paule Gigueére — is generally perse-
cuted, slandered and rejected. (A few
names may be helpful here: St. John
Eudes, St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the
Cross, St. Louis de Montfort, etc... Other
Saints have also received a similar treat-
ment, as is the case of St. Joan of Arc and
Padre Pio just to name two.) Normally,
these persecutions also extend to the
members of the Movement. So will you be
surprised to read that my belonging to the
Army of Mary is also challenged?

To make a long story short, two weeks
ago, pressured by multiple entities, the
Most Rev. Bishop Sartain asked me to
leave the diocese of Little Rock. The de-
partt]ure date is next Tuesday, December
14th.

This news may shock and scandalize
some of you, but the Cross is always the
sign of authenticity of God's Works. The
disciple is not above the Master and the
grain of wheat must die in order to bear
fruit. | have worked hard to bring about
an increase in Eucharistic devotion and
true Marian devotion, which always lead
to Jesus. It was a pleasure to share with
you the beautiful teachings of the
Magisterium of the Church led by the glo-
rious John Paul 11. Other focal points were
the teachings of the saints especially those
of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of
Avila. Now it is time for me to see if | have

(continued on page 16)

Fr. Benoit
Picard
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toiled in vain or not. Your life and love for
our Triune God, Mary and the Church will
be the answer.

| want to take advantage of this last bulle-
tin to thank all of you for your wonderful
collaboration and generosity with the Ad-
oration Chapel, the different Eucharistic
and Marian Processions and other liturgi-
cal celebrations, Ecumenical celebrations,
Interfaith celebrations and pilgrimages.

| was blessed to work under Bishop
McDonald and Bishop Sartain with Msgr.
Leo, Msgr. Malone, Fr. West, Fr. Bill, Fr.
Alan, Fr. Benjamin and Fr. Rossi, the Dea-
cons and other clergy. I know you will
keep on loving, helping and sustaining
them and our Holy Catholic Church, no
matter what.

A very special “thank-you” to the Sis-
ters of Our Lady of Charity who welcomed
me 6 years ago. In the year 2000, they so
generously opened their doors to the
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. It was an
adventure we are all happy we accepted. It
will continue to have everlasting and ben-
eficial repercussions for the Community,
the Church, the City of Hot Springs and its
area.

It has been a pleasure to work with you
for the greater glory of God, the extension
of the Church and for a greater
Eucharistic worship and devotion. A spe-
cial thanks to the Adoration Chapel Head
Coordinator, Mrs. Christy Miller, the Divi-
sion Leaders, the Hourly Coordinators, the
Hot Springs and Hot Springs Village
Knights of Columbus, the Men of Mary,
the Hot Springs Youth group, St. John’s
and St. Mary’s secretaries, the Hispanic
Community and among them a particu-
larly heartfelt thank-you to the Spanish
Choir and all the others 1 would also like
to mention, but the list would be too long.

I will keep you in my prayers. Blessings
and brotherly love.

Fr. Benedict Picard, O.FF.M.

Letter to Father Benoit

Father:

| wanted you to know how much you
have helped me with my spiritual life. The
Adoration Chapel has brought many an-
swered prayers into my life and the lives
of my family. The time | have spent there
with the Blessed Sacrament has increased
my awareness of the Real Presence of Je-
sus in the Eucharist. 1 know that God will
continue to bless our community and the
Church because of what you were instru-
mental in starting here. The Chapel, Cor-
pus Christi procession and the retreats
have improved everyone’s faith life. You
have made a real difference in making Je-
sus more real for me and many others in
our community. Thank you for all you
have done and you will remain in our
prayers and please keep us in your
prayers.

God bless you,
Marvin Young
(Division leader for the Chapel of Adoration)

— “Mothers have the eyes of the heart; what
they can't see, they feel” (Henri
Carbonneau)

(ITALL BEGAN ...-Bishop Prendergast’s Letter - continued from page 15)

for the splendid revelation of Mary’splacein God’ s planin order to draw all humanity
into His Kingdom.

It also came to my mind to share with you these thoughts on our Blessed Mother so
that they may serve as a preparation, in afervent prayer, for conversations on a few
guestions concerning our Catholicfaith. My reflections may seem abstract or theoreti-
cal, but they are aimed at helping us, together, to ook at what the Church teaches con-
cerning our Blessed Mother for the purpose of examining objectively, alittlelater on,
certain difficultiesthat exist but which | believe are not insurmountable (you see, | am
alwaysoptimistic!). Regardless of thedifficulties, they will haveto bedealt with some
day because they have been raised by Church authorities. In any case, | urge you to
read, meditate and pray with me over these reflections and others which | hope to
share with you in the coming months.

In her immaculate conception, Mary appears asthe most elevated reflection of the
simplicity, the perfection and the richness of God. The immaculate conception of
Mary imitates God in whomall is but one, to the extent that she bringstogether, to the
point of making us forget the distance separating them, the qualities that seemto go
against everything in our thoughts. A finitereality, sheis nevertheless beyond all our
definitions and our habitual distinctions.

Thus, Mary, whom Vatican I in keeping with Tradition, refersto as* the cause of
our salvation” isthefirst among those who are saved, the greatest beneficiary of sal-
vation.

An unrivaled symbol of the gratuitousness of God’ slove, it isthrough the freedom
of her faith and her obedience that Mary tended towar ds God fromthe very beginning
as though towards the sole and assured finality of her existence.

The most accomplished of all created persons, Maryisnot suchasaresult of akind
of autonomy that would be proper to her, that would isolate her above all things, but,
rather, is so in a total dependence upon Jesus, her son and her savior.

The one whom sin never touched is the first of the redeemed because she is a
daughter of Adamaswe are, taken fromour race, made of flesh like us so that the Son
of God might take “ a human nature from her, that He might in the mysteries of His
flesh free man fromsin” (Second Vatican Council, Lumen Gentium, 55). The mother
of the Savior of the world, the one who could not be any more closely associated with
Himin the work of salvation, also benefits from the effects of redemption. Thus, it is
quite naturally, but also“ by asingular graceand privilege, that the most Blessed Vir-
gin was preserved free from all stain of original sin” states the definition of the
dogma. Sheiseven more profoundly saved than we are because shewas“ preserved’
from sin while we were snatched fromits grip.

Preserved from sin — or rather we should say in a more positive manner —, Mary is
“full of grace”, the daughter of God through abirth that is co-extensive with her entry
into our race. From that moment, Mary is the perfect example of the absolute gratu-
itousness of salvation. “ Fashioned by the Holy Spiritinto... anew creature,” the Coun-
cil goeson to say, Mary isa pure gift to herself, called “grace”.

Y et, this pure gratuitousness does not make of Mary a passive instrument in God's
hands. Thereisno doubt that sheis*®full of grace”, asone can be at the beginning of a
journey that will continue all the way to the cross and to glory, but it is through free
faith and obedience that Mary is united to God and that she will receive Him (Lumen
Gentium, 56).

Finally, the most elevated of all created persons, Mary is not thus through some
kind of autonomy or asaresult of her own personal resources. Itisasaresult of her de-
pendence upon Jesus that sheisimmaculate. It is because of the merits of Jesus Christ
(“intuitu meritorum lesu Christi”) and with aview to her rolein Hisregard that sheis
full of grace. If sheisobviously not like the Father a personal relation of the Son, she
is, from the very beginning, entirely relative to Him. “The grace held out to usin
Christ Jesus before the world began,” as Saint Paul wroteto Timothy (2 Tim 1:9), was
inaugurated in Mary. Thus, far from narrowing the field of redemption, Mary shows
usthat it extends to all the centuries, or that Jesus was a work “before the world be-
gan”.

Already through her immacul ate conception, Mary shows us with what caution we
must speak of her, that is, prai se above which nothing can be placed in the order of hu-
man persons; areserve with regard to the onewho proclaimed herself the* humble ser-
vant”, whose “spirit exulted in God her Savior”.

Anawe-inspired admiration aswell beforeadiversity that goesfar beyond our con-
cepts not for the purpose of producing confusion or denying them, but rather to unite
them as only God, in His simplicity, can do.

| ask you, dear Sons of Mary, to pray with me so that we may always understand better
and better Mary’s place as the first of her Son’s disciples as well as our place aswe
seek to imitate the example of our Mother by walking in Christ’s footsteps.

Y ou are often in my thoughtsand my prayers. | ask you to continue praying for meand
for my pastoral servicein your midst.
Yoursvery devotedly in Christ,
+Terrence Prendergast, S.J.

Archbishop of Halifax
Pontifical Commissioner



“THE KINGDOM?”, No. 170, November-December 2004 17

Father Pierre Mastropietro’s Comments
Lac-Etchemin, December 3, 2004
His Exc. Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J.

Archbishop of Halifax and
Pontifical Commissioner for the Sons of Mary

. Fr. Pierre
Y our Excellency: Mastropietro

| received your letter of November 28 addressed to the Sonsof Mary and | thank
you.

In your letter, you mention your recent visits to the confreres in various resi-
dences, underlining that you were welcomed well everywhere you went.

In that same letter, you also refer to the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of
the encyclical Ineffabilis Deus and you indicate to us the reflections which its re-
reading brought to mind in light of certain passages from the Word of God and
Vatican 1.

While appreciating very much your desire to encourage the Foundress and the
Community to be open to the fruit of your reflections through prayer and
thanksgiving, | am confident that you will not hold it against meif, for my part, |
use the opportunity given me by this note to express my astonishment at the
strange mixture of partial quotations and of personal and/or interpersonal consid-
erations contained in your letter.

Here, | have no intention of discussing the contents of your reflections, al-
though it would be quite legitimate, among these latter, not to confuse those which
in fact belong, according to your expression, to the “splendid revelation” — with
which the Sonsof Mary are and have alwaysbeen infull communion —, with those,
on the other hand, which are more personally yours, and therefore not infallible
perhaps, and by that very fact, alittle more open to question. Nevertheless, | think
it necessary under the circumstances to share with you, in al sincerity, my deep
concern with regard to the timeliness of your present action towards the confreres
of the Community.

You must admit, Your Excellency, that your reflections as they were formu-
lated in your letter, no matter how elevated and beautiful they are, because of the
complexity of their approach, remain for most of the Sons of Mary, even after
years of discussion and conversations with them, as abstract as they are theoreti-
cal. This having been said, | can assure you that the confreres and | believe and
profess all that the Catholic Church believes and teaches, without excluding any
article of the faith, sacred text, document or teaching of the Church whatsoever
that has its source in some way or another in Holy Scripture, Tradition or the offi-
cial Magisterium.

With al due respect, Your Excellency, more knowledge and subtlety are re-
quired to decipher the nuances of your reflections as they were presently formu-
lated than the faith and simplicity needed to live, in concrete terms, their exigen-
cies.

Inyour letter you allude to “difficulties’ that “will have to be dealt with some
day becausethey have been raised by Church authorities’... Why thenisit so com-
plicated to say things simply? Why so much beating around the bush? Why such a
loss of time? Why is it so difficult to state, in a language accessible to all, what
these supposed “difficulties’ finally are—if they really exist —which the authori-
ties seem to have noted and on the basis of which we have been for so many years,
like our Foundress, placed under pontifical mandates, not to say already implicitly
condemned?

Without even knowing what we are guilty of or who these unknown and un-
touchable accusers are, these | atter have enjoyed for yearsthe privilege of writing
and stating their opinionsin our regard, besides casting with perfect impunity all
the stones they think appropriate to throw at us, including the kind against which
Jesus Himself wrote figures on the ground one day ...

It must not be thought, Y our Excellency, that over the years the Sons of Mary
have developed ataste for this type of unjust exercise and even less that they in-
tend to expose themselves to it indefinitely, for, patience, no matter how good or
heroic it may be, will never be able to undo the regrettable actions which have
been continuing against them for years.

At the end of your predecessor’ s mandate which lasted for more than six years
and which did not even allow usto take one small step forward because we were
constantly beating about the question of seeking a better established place in the
Church for the Sons of Mary, | think you can well understand without too much
difficulty that the novelty of your meditation in order to deepen our understanding
of Mary’s place and then ours in the Church does not offer much of a breath of
fresh air for anyone.

Y ou know very well, Y our Excellency, that what has been officialy defined to
thisday regarding Mary’ s place and rolein the Church does not pose any problem
for the Sons of Mary, quite the contrary...

The Sons of Mary acknowledge not only all the place that has been attributed to
andisinfact dueto Mary inthe economy of salvation, but aso al the placewhich,

(continued on page 18)

Letter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain

Dear Bishop Sartain:

You may be surprised to get a letter
from someone outside your Diocese, and
from someone you do not know. My letter
is to let you know of “our complete sur-
prise” at the recent news that Fr. Ben
Picard has been released from his Hot
Springs ministry.

When visiting friends in Hot Springs a
few years ago, my husband and | had the
pleasure of attending Mass at St. Mary’s,
St. John's and St. Michael's Chapel. And,
we've had the pleasure of meeting and
knowing several of the priests who were
assigned to St. Michael’s.

This young priest, Fr. Ben, certainly
emanates something special... not only
when he is saying Mass and hearing one’s
confession, but when he is giving spiritual
direction... “he is totally spiritual in what
he says and in how he lives”. It is so re-
freshing to be in the presence of someone
who loves God so, and whose only inten-
tion is to lead souls to a deeper sanctity.
We thank God for placing him in our path,
even for such a short time. And we thank
you Bishop Sartain for allowing him to
work in Hot Springs so that we could en-
joy knowing him.

It seems to us that wherever “good” is
being accomplished, there is usually trou-
ble to follow. It goes with the territory! We
have only to look back one year to the at-
tacks Mel Gibson had to endure... he was
trying to do good in making the film on
Christ’s Passion. What a firestorm he un-
derwent! And more recently, we see Presi-
dent Bush rudely attacked when he prays
or when he talks about God. He is trying
to do good by asking blessings for our
Country and giving a strong example.

My letter is not meant to be one of re-
buke, nor is a reply necessary; what is
done, is done. God will find a special place
for this young priest and wherever that is,
souls coming into contact with him will
be blessed and grow in holiness. In our
humble opinion, if we had more priests
like Fr. Ben, conversions and vocations
would be numerous. We are grateful recip-
ients of Fr. Ben's spirituality.

Thank you for reading our letter. May
God bless you and your work.

December 12, 2004 C. McCarthy
cc.: To whom it may concern

Appreciations of Father Benoit

| do not know to whom this e-mail
should go, but I hope it finds its way to Fr.
Benedict Picard's superior. Fr. Benedict is
leaving the diocese of Little Rock today
and | want it known that he has been a
great blessing to the community of Hot
Springs. | have not been long in this city,
but in my encounters with Fr. Benedict, |
have found him to be an inspiration and a
powerful example of personal holiness
and faithfulness to the Church and to the
Holy Father.

He is a caring and gentle man in his
person, a faithful teacher in his homilies,
and a tireless worker. He has blessed me
greatly as a confessor because he does not
compromise the truth or play down the

(continued on page 18)
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seriousness of any sin, yet one leaves his
confessional so certain of the tender
mercy, forgiveness, and constant personal
compassion of the Savior.

His farewell homily last night was up-
lifting and encouraging. | couldn't help
but think it is just the kind of words one
would have heard from a St. Francis de
Sales or St. Alphonsus Liguori. He left us
not with a sense of sadness or injustice,
but only with a call to adore Christ in the
Eucharist.

Jo Ann Pryor

* % %

Dear Father Benedict,

I'm sorry that you are leaving our com-
munity which needs all the help it can get
from dedicated people like you. I'll try to
get by to personally say good-bye. You
have been a gift to us, and to me person-
ally in ways you will never know. God go
with you.

Mary Watermann
(A Jewish friend of Father Benoit)

Letter from
Sr. Mary Thomas O’Keefe

Live Jesus and Mary

December 12, 2004

Thank you for your
generosity in alow-
ing Father Benedict
Picard to remain in
Hot Springs for the
Six years he was here.

Sr. Mary During that time, we
Thomas were al truly blessed
O’Keefe to have him with us.

His deep spirituality
has edified so many people. His true
love for each person he has encoun-
tered has touched lives in ways that
cannot be measured by human instru-
ments. The daily giving of himself to
anyone in need was such a model to
anyone seeking true giving of self to
the Lord. Surely hislife of lovefor oth-
erswasfed by hisformation and echoes
what he was taught and willingly em-
braced.

He will be leaving us, but we pray
that he will leave with us as a heritage,
the spirit with which he was led. May
that same spirit generate a powerful
forceon al who arewilling to beled by
it. We can never repay you for giving us
such agift.

At the same time, we want to thank
you for allowing Sisters Julie, France
and Cecile to be with us for a time.
Their generous hearts have given us
food for meditation for many years to
come.

Weask youto pleasekeep all of usin
your prayers as we continue to unite
ourselves to you in spirit. May God
blessusal.

Sincerely and with love,

Sister Mary Thomas O’Keefe
Directress of the school
and the daycares

(ITALL BEGAN AT THE VATICAN... continued from page 17)

unfortunately, the Israel of the faith sometimes refuses her, beginning with the
place requested, in former times, at theinn in Bethlehem at the time when she was
to give birth.

“Fromtheinn to the Manger... from yesterday to today, towards the best estab-
lished place...”, there you have the theme which, among so many others, it would
be good to meditate upon, especialy aswe draw nearer to the feast of Christmas,
in order to better understand just to what extent, still today, some may be tempted
to concede to the Mother of God and her children as “the best established place”
only that of the good old Manger.

Without any intended malice or irony, Y our Excellency, there are nevertheless
afew questions which, on more than one occasion, we too would have been justi-
fied to ask you, namely:

— Do the Sons of Mary already have a place in the Church?

— If so, why the desire to offer them another?

— Otherwise, why claim to want to offer them one if, in concrete terms, the
stranglehold of celebrating the sacramentsin churches, to mention only that
one, isbeing increasingly tightened on the Work and the Community?

To offer a place is nice and even quite praiseworthy, but in concrete terms,

Y our Excellency, istherereally aplaceleft for usthat isfree? Apart fromthe Man-
ger of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, | sincerely do not see any other place being avail-
able for the Sons of Mary.

Just asit wasthe casefor Mary at theinn, everything seemsto be“ quitefull” in
our regard asfar as a better established placein the Church is concerned. A lot of
peoplein fact already occupy all the more or less well established places; alot of
people have alarge number of casesto deal with and aso sometimes, alot of peo-
plewith alot of prejudicesto overcome, or even and very simply —and forgive me
for using the expression — alot of people full of themselves...

But who knowsif, intheend, itisn’t better that way? For, given that everything
began from the Manger, it is permissible to think that it is also from the Manger
that everything must begin again for the good of the entire renewed Church.

In closing, | would like to thank you, Your Excellency, for your patience in
reading this note which | had hoped would be much shorter.

Finally, thank you also for your understanding with regard to al the men and
women who, in the silence of Christmas night, will nevertheless have the tremen-
dous grace and joy of till finding alittle tiny place open for them, in the simplest
and most holy of all the mangersin the world, the one in which the accumul ated
years have not atered any of its freshness or beauty, or its evangelical kindness
and grandeur, the one which, long ago, Jesus, Mary and Joseph used as their
dwelling in faith, hope and love and to which they invite us every year to find

again the only thing that is necessary...

With the assurance of my best wishes and my prayer,

cc.: To whom it may concern

Fr. Pierre Mastropietro, O.FF.M.

Letter to His Exc.
Bishop Peter Sartain

December 6, 2004

Dear Bishop Sartain:

Please help! There is a big distur-
bance here in Hot Springs in the
Church. People are beginning to talk
and rumors are spreading as to why
you' ve asked Father Benedict to leave
your diocese. People are beginning to
doubt the Catholic faith. The Churchis
being torn apart. Sadness, turmoil and
anger have arisen. People fedl they've
been betrayed. Heartsare breaking and
many tears are being shed. Father Ben-
edict has done nothing but bring holi-
ness to Hot Springs. Peace and happi-
ness have been given. Liveshave been
changed from bad to good through his
teaching of the Catholic faith. Why
have you asked Father Benedict to
leave? What has he donewrong? What
heresy has he committed against the
Church? What blasphemies has he spo-
ken?

As a Catholic, “I believe dl the
Truths that the Holy, Catholic Church
believes, teaches and proclaims to be

revealed by God. " Has he taught lies?
The Holy Father says in the Apostolic
Letter, Novo Millennio Ineunte # 7,
“Holiness, a message that convinces
without the need for words, istheliving
reflection of the face of Christ.” Has
Father Benedict not reflected this? |
fear and see with my eyes the damage
being done toward the Catholic faith
and the Church due to the dismissal of
Father Benedict. What could aman, so
devoted to preaching the Catholic faith,
30 obedient to God' s law, and so dedi-
cated to the priesthood, have done so
bad to bring about this action toward
him?

| don’t understand. What vaid rea-
son can be given? On a more personal
note, | will sacrifice and offer up my
Communion for you every day until
thisisresolved and an explanation can
begiven. May God blessand keep you.
You arein my prayers.

With faith and love,
Staci Roberson

Parishioner of
St. Mary of the Springs
Catholic Church in Hot Springs
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Father Eric Roy’s Letter to His Exc. Bishop Sartain
December 7, 2004

Most Reverend Peter Sartain
Bishop of Little Rock
2500 North Tyler Street

P.O. Box 7239

blét,lqe Rock, Arkansas 72217 Fr. Eric Roy,
Superior

Excellency: General

| received your letter faxed to Father Victor Rizzi the former Superior General.
First of al | thank you for having taken thetimeto inform us of your decision after
a“wide consultation and prayer”.

Even though | can understand that the circumstances made things difficult for
many, | am saddened to see that once again actions were taken to put aside, rather
quickly, an opportunity given to the Church authorities to deepen their under-
standing and maybe cometo recognize atrue gift for the whole Church, that is. the
Work given by God and founded by his chosen instrument Marie-Paule Giguére.
Our Church hasan urgent need for such acharismain order to renew and rekindle
the flame of faith in the hearts of all peoples.

We respect your decision, and that iswhy wewon't oppose anything toit. But |
just hope that those who advised you were not conscious that it isagainst aWork
of God that they pronounced themselves. | just pray that God will not hold any-
thing against all those who fought that Work of divine Will. Itisindeed aheavy re-
sponsibility when we think of all those souls who might go astray because de-
prived of that wonderful means given by God for our time. Despite all this, were-
main confident and in peace while we are certain that one day God will prove the
authenticity of this Work.

May the Lord and his Blessed Mother protect and guide you in your pastoral
ministry with the people entrusted to your care.

Father Eric Roy, O.FF.M.
Superior General

cc.: To whom it may concern

The Moral of This Story

A Lesson to Be Drawn... in the Light of Events

What lesson can be drawn at this stage in astory which has been going on for so
many years, especially in the light of the events surrounding Father Benoit’s de-
parture from Arkansas, and theletter of November 28, 2004, sent to all the Sons of
Mary by His Excellency Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J., other than that of
the magnitude of human frailty which, too often, rather than going to the source of
the real problemsto solve them, simply continues, unfortunately, to make up new
onesinthe hopethat the piecesof theselatter will bebig enough to hidethefirst.

Y es, the magnitude of human frailty in the long list of regrettable events, the
proportions and consequences of which are universal, events which abound in the
two mandates of the Pontifical Commissioners, that of His Excellency Bishop
Cazabon and that of His Excellency Archbishop Prendergast. Thelarge History of
God and of men can neither bless them, nor approve them, nor even erase them
from memory without committing an even more serious error.

Without wishing to pass judgment on anyone whomsoever, for it isup to God
aloneto judge intentions and hearts, | think that it would nonethel ess be permissi-
ble, after so much wrong has been done to the Foundress of the Work and of the
Community, not to lose sight of the vital element to be found in the principal
eventswhich, sincethe appointment of Bishop Cazabonin 1997, and that of Arch-
bishop Prendergast in 2003 to this day, confirm always more and better the valid-
ity of the grave doubts the Sons of Mary had, as of March 1996, with regard to ac-
tual existence of the famous “guarantees’ offered by the C.1.V.C.S.V.A. (Congre-
gation for the Institutes of the Consecrated Life and the Societies of Apostolic
Life), and of which, infact, they have never in any way seen even thefaintest glim-
mer or appearance.

The Ecclesial Spirit... of Putting on Hold

May we be permitted to recall hereafew of the* special treatments’ granted the
Sons of Mary over thelast eight years, in order to verify if they werethe oneswho
lacked an ecclesia spirit, or if some others have too much of it... always in the
hope that all of us, on one side or the other, are referring to the same spirit...

Let usrecall first of al the putting on hold by Bishop Cazabon, asof April 1997,
of Father Stéphane Gamache's ordination to the priesthood even though every-
thing was ready before Bishop Cazabon's appointment as Pontifical Commis-
sioner. Let us remember, at the same time, al the generous collaboration of the

(continued on page 20)

Stop Turning my Mother’s House
into a Marketplace!

On Tuesday, November 9, 2004, the
Gospel reading of the day seemed to adapt
itself to the serious events taking place in
France and perhaps elsewhere.

“As the Jewish Passover was near, Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. In the temple pre-
cincts he came upon people engaged in sell-
ing oxen, sheep and doves, and others
seated changing coins.” (Jn 2:13-14)

If He were to come back today, what
would He find? If He had come on this Fri-
day, November 5, to the Cathedral at Metz
in France, what would He have found?

He would have found women dancing
before His altar and a crowd of over 3,000
people, many of whom were frequenters
of nightclubs, used to “rave parties”, infer-
nal music and devilish rhythms. Religious
joined together with discotheque manag-
ers, with the consent of the Bishop’s Of-
fices, for the purpose of providing finan-
cial aid to sick children and attracting
young people to the Church. All of this
was shown in television news reports and
transmitted in various media, and it
shocked many people.

Pope John Paul Il tells us: “He [the
Bishop] must serve while governing and
must govern while serving. Christ Himself
gave us an eloquent example of this. He
was constantly serving, but in the spirit of
service to God, He was also able to drive
out the merchants from the Temple when
that was necessary””

Under the auspices of the “New
Evangelization” some pastors are prepared
to bargain over anything and to “ex-
change” the cathedrals of Europe in this
manner, as soon as possible. Will they
overrun Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris
and others as well? There is a limit to the
offence made to God! Because God is
present in His cathedral!

“He made a whip of cords and drove
sheep and oxen alike out of the temple area,
and knocked over the money-changers' ta-
bles, spilling their coins. He told those who
were selling doves: ‘Get them out of here!
Stop turning my Father’s house into a mar-
ketplace!” ” (dn 2:15-16)

The Friday that followed the feast of
the Triumph of the Cross and the feast of
Our Lady of Sorrows, the readings for the
24th week of Ordinary Time in the Liturgy
of the Hours presented the serious repri-
mands of Saint Augustine: “.. You did not
bring back the sheep that had gone astray,
seek out the one that was lost. The one that
was strong, you burdened it, killed it. The
lamb is sickly, that is to say, it has a weak
heart that will give in to temptations if it
meets up with these latter without being
wary of them and without being prepared.

“The negligent pastor, when he thinks he
is dealing with this latter, does not say to it:
‘My son, if you maintain that you are serv-
ing the Lord, follow justice and remain in
the fear of the Lord, preparing your soul to
face temptations’ He who speaks in this
manner fortifies the one who is weak and
strengthens him so that when he believes,
he will not hope to succeed in this world.
For, if he is taught to expect success in this
world, he will be corrupted by this very suc-
cess; when he will face opposition, he will

(continued on page 20)
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(Francois Pillot’s article - from page 19)

be wounded by it and perhaps it will even
cause his death.

“He who builds in this fashion does not
build upon solid rock, but sets his edifice on
the sand. Now, the rock was Christ. Chris-
tians must imitate the sufferings of Christ
and not seek pleasures.” (French edition bre-
viary, no. IV, p.80)

If it is advisable to read attentively
what follows in the Gospel of Saint John
and to look ahead at the transposition of
events, it is equally good to consider that
the cord and the whip were also used on
the body of the Redeemer, following the
orders of the very ones who felt guilty.

Now, we are at the very heart of the
time of the Co-Redemption. Which pas-
tors are driving out the merchants from
the temple? And what of those who not
only do not find this necessary, but who
think that one should go even further in
the “Innovations™

May those who are working towards
demolishing and destroying know that
they will see what they have destroyed
mysteriously rise up.

No! Stop turning my Mother’s house,
the Church, into a marketplace!

November 28, 2004 Francois Pillot

Peace and Greetings to the Entire Team

Peace and greetings to the entire team
of the paper Le Royaume for which | re-
new my subscription, permitting me not
only to follow the events of a “divine and
Marian Work” but also to use several texts
as a basis for reflection and meditation
during mental prayer. Celestial food that
fosters very good spiritual health, always
centered on the essentials: “Faith, Hope
and Charity”.

May | be allowed to seize the occasion
to underline a few impressions which im-
posed themselves to my mind after | had
read the article “The Cross and the Tri-
umph of Love” by Father Maurice
Péloquin whom | appreciate for his oral
eloquence so beneficial, but also as a pro-
lific writer.

Many will talk about the missed his-
toric meeting between Mother Paul-Marie
and Cardinal Marc Ouellet. On the human
level, we could extrapolate on the subject,
but on the spiritual level no reasoning is
valid when “God’s will” is clearly ex-
pressed. What lesson must be drawn from
this painful, yet luminous event? “One
cannot reason about God’s will, but sim-
ply accomplish it with faith in His love”
However, it is obvious that placing our
trust in our Foundress will cause us to ex-
perience the tribulation which, soon, will
not only beat down upon the Handmaid
but also upon all the men and women
who will persist in supporting her, in fol-
lowing her.

Given that we are in the time of tribu-
lation, it is not necessary to emphasize
that this is still the time of the painful
Cross. For the moment, “there is no re-
spite from the painful Cross, for every-
thing must reach its term, until the time
set by God the Father”. Since there is con-
figuration between the Redeemer and the
Co-Redemptrix, | could mention as a
point of reference that Mother Paul-Marie

(continued on page 21)

(ITALL BEGANAT THE VATICAN... continued from page 19)

C.I.V.C.S\V.A. in support of all the actions, all the machinations and finally all the
Commissioner’slies, going so far asto claim, all together and in awonderful fra-
ternal unity, that their only desirein all of thiswasto respect the will of the Supe-
rior General. It was quite astonishing to see so much authority conceded to a Son
of Mary who had been officially relieved of al hisduties... Inthisasin al things,
it is nevertheless a good thing that certain written documents still exist, among
them, the one in which an express request was made by the Secretary General of
the C.1.V.C.S.V.A. Archbishop Nesti, to Bishop LaRocque in May 1997, arequest
in which this latter was clearly invited not to proceed with Father Stéphane
Gamache's ordination..., just to refresh everyone's memory alittle regarding the
facts and also to render alittle justice to history

Alwaysinthe aftermath of this unforgettabl e putting on hold, should we be sur-
prised that the ordination to the priesthood of Father Stéphane Gamache, as well
asthat of the other Sons of Mary ordained at the sametime, an ordination which fi-
nally took placetwo yearslater in Nova Scotia, did not echo officialy in quitethe
sameway the desire, on the part of the Commissioner andtheC.I.V.C.SV.A., tore-
spect in this case as well the will of the Superior General at that time?

Whatever the case may be regarding the persons’ will at that time, onethingis
quite certain anyway: that is, that since then, everything in high placesthat it was
humanly possibleto do, was done so that asimilar circumstance would not happen
again. But, the history of humanity continues..., and fortunately, so does that of
God.

So many other regrettable eventswhich marked the six-year mandate of Bishop
Cazabon as Pontifical Commissioner for the Sons of Mary could be brought up
here, but is it really worth doing so? What is important is that we, the Sons of
Mary, in spite of all thewrong we have endured, have not lost faith and hope, and
we hope, charity aswell...

Thishaving been said, one must not believe, for al that, that the confreresand |
have, over the years, developed a taste for or a devotion to Pontifical Commis-
sioners.

Some might consider these commentsto be filled with irony or scandal ous, that
is their right and their choice. However, in all sincerity, | would challenge these
peopleto manifest the same amount of patience and humor that was required of us
al these yearsin order to endure without rebelling the kindly “maternal ecclesial
attention” to which the Sons of Mary were subjected... And to be sincere to the
very end, | am not at all sure that thosein charge of the C.I.V.C.S.V.A., beginning
with those who in various circumstances had an opportunity bothin personandin
writing to communicate with one or other Son of Mary, would be capable, judging
from their usual, constant and sudden changes of mood, to budge ever so slightly
that burden of love and humor which, on the other hand, they were well able to
place on our shoulders....

God and History

Whatever the case may be, God who knows well the minds and hearts of each
one, knowswell what really took placein thisentire story, astrying asit waslittle
edifying. Only the last Beatitude mentioned in Saint Matthew can still give an
evangelical “hue’ to this treatment which has no common sense whatsoever, and
allow usto hope in an incomparably better lot in Heaven.

“Blest are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kind of

dlander against you because of me. Beglad and rejoice, for your reward is great

in heaven; they persecuted the prophets before you in the very sameway.” (Mt

5:11-12)

Y es, God who cannot hold the Truth captive to injustice will cause the light to
shine forth, a His hour and in His way, upon all these obscure machinations
which, although they were officially committed under the cover and by virtue of
the authority of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Soci-
eties of Apostolic Life, have nothing in common with the evangelical counsels.

Still inall sincerity, if, inthewake of al these events, | had to make achoice be-
tween the only place worthy of the worst scum of the common people ever re-
served to a Work of God in the Church and the dishonorable one of those who
have no other purposein life but to ascend to the heights of personal fulfillment,
then | believeit would be better to prefer nothing but aWork of God whose place,
regardless of what happens, alwaysremainsthe place Hehasgivenit... and ours....

Two Mandates, Two Commissioners... for One Great Action

In making a brief survey of the history of the mandates of which the Sons of
Mary have been the object for over adecade, it isdifficult to overlook the numer-
ous injustices committed against the Community under Bishop Cazabon’s man-
date. If, for more than six years, the Commissioner resorted to almost every possi-
ble meansto prejudice the advancement of the Community and cause harm to the
respect of the human and Christian dignity of the confreres, we must nevertheless
admit that his successor, Archbishop Prendergast, although his mandate is quite
different inits approach and its methods, did not lack either in resources or imagi-
nation to complete or bring to perfection the devastating effects of the preceding
mandate.

In concreteterms, the present Pontifical Commissioner, appointed alittleover a
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year ago, has already set in place al the elements of his strategy to now be able to
pass on to the great action. In fact, he had aready begun doing so before his ap-
pointment...

Even before His Eminence Cardinal Marc Ouellet, P.S.S., who at that point had
just recently been appointed the new Archbishop of Quebec, had unofficialy
transmitted the newsto Father Victor Rizzi and myself of the appointment of His
Excellency Archbishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J. asthe new Pontifical Commis-
sioner for the Sons of Mary, the directors of the Work had already been informed
from areliable source of certain unfortunate interventions on the part of thislatter
with regard to the Work of the Army of Mary and the Community of the Sons of
Mary.

Subsequently, other actions taken by the Commissioner were aso to harm the
Work, the Foundress and the Community. For the moment, we prefer not to speak
about them, and so many others, but we reserve the right to bring them to light at
the opportune time.

A Ministry That Was Appreciated, and Hidden But Very Real Intervening
Parties

The recent events surrounding the abrupt and sudden termination of Father
Benoit’ s ministry in Arkansas— a ministry that was deeply appreciated by many,
including His Excellency Bishop Sartain himself —aobligeall of us, whether we are
Sons of Mary or not, to seriously ask ourselves who the hidden but very real inter-
vening parties were who brought this about.

Bishop Sartain, for his part, during the second last meeting he had with Father
Benoit admitted himself having been in close contact, in recent years, with the
“apostolic liaison” concerning the Army of Mary and the Sons of Mary, that isto
say, first of all with the C.I.V.C.S.V.A,, then, with Bishop Cazabon, and finaly,
more recently, with Archbishop Prendergast. At the same time, Bishop Sartain
confirmed this latter’ s particular interest in the theological concerns of a certain
lay person, Mr. McCrary, and his doubts with regard to the Catholic orthodoxy of
the Army of Mary and the Sons of Mary stemming from it.

Bishop Sartain also indicated to Father Benoit that the Commissioner had per-
sonal contactswith Mr. McCrary and that, in the daysto follow, there would be a
meeting to study the points raised by thislatter, after which His Excellency would
contact him again to inform him of the new developments which would be forth-
coming.

Under the circumstances, these comments Bishop Sartain made in confidence
did not surprise either Father Benoit, the Foundress or her close collaborators in
the Work, for they had already been informed through other sources of the regret-
table machinations in progress under the direction of the Commissioner.

Although the information transmitted by the Bishop of Little Rock did not re-
aly provide anything new, it nonetheless had the merit of confirming the
reliability of our other sources and showed us, in thisvery difficult timefor him as
well asfor us, the dignity, the thoughtfulness and the honesty of this pastor who,
without necessarily being in a position, probably, to grasp all the mystical import
of the Work and as a consequence without being really ableto defend any position
whatsoever with regard to this Work, preferred nevertheless to charitably tell the
truth and indicate the only real actorsin thiswhole story, to whom he himself can-
not be personally linked.

A Cause and a Privileged Participation

Bishop Sartain’ s decision to maintain a certain distance with regard to the dos-
sier of the Army of Mary and, more particularly, with regard to that of Father
Benoit, has certainly indirectly served the cause of the detractors who, for years,
have been fighting against the Work and the Community and especially against
the Foundress, and who are now more determined than ever to achieve their ends.
However, he cannot be held fully responsible for a situation which he involun-
tarily inherited and in which, hetoo is, to a certain extent, asamuch avictimasa
withess.

In order to better place ourselves within the context of the events which pre-
ceded and then brought about Father Benoit’ s departure from the Diocese of Little
Rock, something needs to be said about the important role of Archbishop
Prendergast’ smain lay collaborator in Arkansas, Mr. Michael S. McCrary, asthe
Archbishop exercised his mandate of Pontifical Commissioner for the Sons of
Mary.

This Mr. McCrary, amarried man and the father of three children, alawyer by
profession, had the opportunity to meet and then get to know Father Benoit alittle
better through, among other things, this latter’ s ministry in the Chapel of Adora-
tion at St. Michael’s Convent.

Through a series of particular circumstances which it would be too lengthy to
go into here, it happened that Father Benoit, in the legitimate and irreproachable
practice of his priestly ministry, found himself one day, quite in spite of himself,
being unjustly taken to task by Mr. McCrary. Thislatter, suddenly convinced that
this young priest was having a bad spiritual influence upon his wife and family,
was quick to attribute to him al the responsibility for his personal difficulties.

This man, quite early on and under the influence of we don’t know “whom” or
“what”, was quick to get in touch with “whomever it may concern”, in order to
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(Michel Renaud’s article - from page 20)

is in the “Garden of Olives”, accepting the
cup being held out to her. But before ar-
riving at such an important stage, the
Handmaid, in the image of Christ the Re-
deemer, had to be “dead to herself” as the
Lord confirmed. | could say that this was
the essential condition exacted of Christ
and of Mother Paul-Marie in order to be
able to freely accept the Trial to come. Al-
though there isn't a scourging and a cruci-
fixion like in Jesus’ time, the fact still re-
mains that in this time of the end, the
Passion can also have a new name: “Ex-
communication”. It could very well be that
I am making a mistake, but then it will al-
low me to make an act of humility which
will doubtless benefit my soul.

This very embarrassing situation
within the Church itself will bring about a
certain schism, that is to say, “to be for or
against Mother Paul-Marie who is a part
of the Trinity of the Immaculate”. The rev-
elation of a mystery which, alas!, will not
escape the theological, theocratical rheto-
ric, based on false accusations.

The prophecy will be fulfilled, “voices
will cry out that she is hateful, that she is
the most infamous of creatures” (1958, cf.
Life of Love, vol. I, p. 329).

Would there be a relationship between
these events to come and the apparitions
of Our Lady of La Salette? | would be led
to think so, since the Excommunication
“will prevent, for a certain period of time,
the coming of the ‘Seventh Day’... the
Time of the Kingdom, the Time of the vic-
torious Cross and the Triumph of Love”.

We know our Foundress well, she who
has always been ready to fade into the
background in order to leave all the room
to the members of the “Five Works”. But
what will happen if the members them-
selves are excommunicated?!

What will some not do to divide and
even to cause to disappear the “Commu-
nity of the Lady of All Peoples™! Every-
thing is possible... Demonstrate that the
Army of Mary is a religious sect whose
guru is none other than Mother Paul-Ma-
rie. How will the media react, the press,
radio, television, Internet, etc.?

Will we do like the apostles when
Christ was condemned or are we going to
remain firm in our faith in Mother Paul-
Some members will leave the
Work, but will return to it like the prodigal
son. But let the Handmaid remain at
peace, for without her having lost any of
her integrity, she will have obeyed
Heaven's commands. That is how it should
be. Integrity, Fidelity, Obedience, Courage
and Love will have been safeguarded once
again.

May the Heart of the Handmaid
pierced by the painful sword open a
breach in our hearts on that day, fostering
in us the grace of an ardent desire to serve
God at all times by accepting the True
Holy Spirit!

May Mother Paul-Marie remain firmly
fixed in the Heart of God the Father, in
love and light!...

May Peace and Hope sustain all the
Knights of the Army of Mary! One day, the
Truth will burst forth!

The poorest among the poor,

November 9, 2004 Michel Renaud
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“To Testify
to the Truth”

by Father Benoit Picard

Father Benoit and his parents, Aimé
Picard and Monique Desroches.

Ordained a priest at L’Aquila by His Ex-
cellency, Archbishop Mario Peressin, on
September 12,1991, with two other con-
freres, Father Benoit Picard first exer-
cised his ministry in the parishes of the
Archdiocese of L’Aquila. Having been
transferred to Rieti, he was then chaplain
at the hospital for a few years. After the
return to Canada of the Community of
the Sons of Mary and three years spent at
Lac-Etchemin because the state of his
health forced him to take a rest, Father
Benoit was designated as the chaplain
for the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity in
Hot Springs, Arkansas. That is where he
has been dedicating himself for the good
of souls for the last six years.

“It is you who say | am a king. The rea-
son | was born, the reason why | came
into the world, is to testify to the truth”
(Jesus to Pilate; Jn 18:37)

The truth always has the last word.
Its power is ineffable. One can ignore it,
scorn it, trample it, reject it, crush it
and condemn it, the truth always comes
back fresh, intact, surprising, over-
whelming and luminous... What can
the darkness of lies do against the sun
of the truth which resolutely rises on
the horizon?...

It was precisely under a flood of cal-
umnies that | was dismissed from the Di-
ocese of Little Rock in Arkansas after hav-
ing worked there for six years as the chap-
lain to the Community of the Sisters of
Our Lady of Charity and experienced such
joy in exercising my priestly ministry.

Meeting of November 23, 2004

Last November 23, the local bishop, His
Exc. Bishop J. Peter Sartain “under pres-
sure from or upon the suggestion of the
Pontifical Commissioner for the Sons of
Mary, His Exc. Archbishop Terrence
Prendergast, S. J., and other religious au-
thorities from Canada and the Vatican;
said to me: “I ask you, and this is very im-
portant to me as the Bishop of Little Rock,

(continued on page 23)
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have access to and then to spread everywhere aremarkable amount of defamatory
material — which it must be said in passing is quite up-to-date —, of all kinds of
falsehoods already circulating here and there concerning the Work, the Foundress
and the Community, in order to harm Father Benoit personally, and finally to suf-
ficiently discredit hispresencein Hot Springsto render it inevitabl e that he would
be expelled from the diocese as quickly as possible.

An Interrogation, an Apostolic Liaison, a Coincidence...

What was noteworthy aswell, at the end of this memorable episode of jiggery-
pokery and mud-slinging, was the surprising rigorousness of the theological inter-
rogation to which Mr. McCrary attempted, via Internet, to submit Father Benoit
on two occasions, inviting him to debate on a topic taken entirely out of context
and well outside Father’ s area of competence.

Without wishing to underrate or disparage Mr. McCrary’s knowledge or abil-
ity, we must nevertheless seriously question ourselves with regard to the real
source of thisinterrogation which was too meaty and too in-depth to be the work
of asingle novice in the matter. And without wishing to lack charity, everything
points to this being a document put together “in collaboration” and in all likeli-
hood invery close“liaison” with an apostolic liaison, of which the Commissioner
isthe central figure...

In reference to the apostolic liaison, it is neverthel essinteresting to note the ex-
traordinary and rather strange coincidence between Mr. McCrary’ s interrogation
and an event that took placein Rome, afew days earlier, on the occasion of Father
Denis Laprise’s meeting with His Excellency Archbishop Piergiorgio Silvano
Nesti, C.P., Secretary General of the C.I.V.C.SV.A., and Reverend Diego Di
Odoardo, C.P., his assistant.

Meeting at the C.1.V.C.S.V.A.

Here one would need to specify that at one particular point during the meeting
of October 30, 2004, between those responsible for the Congregation and Father
Denis, Archbishop Nesti raised an issue that, in high places, has been reproached
the Sons of Mary for some time now, that isto say, that of not having accepted to
reply to a document containing fifteen questions regarding the “theological con-
cerns’ of certain authoritiesin our regard...

Father Denis, surprised by this statement, immediately replied that neither he
nor any other Son of Mary had ever heard of such adocument, in any way whatso-
ever.

That iswhen, always following his good old habits, Archbishop Nesti became
agitated and argued forcibly that hewas sure of his statement. Father Denis, for his
part, could only reaffirm that he knew nothing of this, but to no avail. The Secre-
tary General then called in his assistant so that he might confirm thisfal se accusa-
tion, which Father Diego did quite readily, as has been the case in the past. And
given that Father Denis could not make hisinterlocutors listen to reason, he could
only reiterate his surprise and his bewilderment before these false accusations,
without winning his case.

Unless Archbishop Nesti’s statement is more or less directly “linked” to that
other questionnaire sent afew dayslater by Mr. McCrary to Father Benoit, we, the
Sonsof Mary really havenoideawhat it isall about, for, unlessagainitisamatter
instead of some other document, more or less official, prepared but not yet re-
ceived — which we would still not have had the “filial” privilege of receiving —,
this famous unknown guestionnaire remains an unsolved mystery to which, obvi-
oudly, it is quite difficult to provide afollow-up with fifteen answers.

In the hope however that the document in question is not a pure fabrication on
the part of theauthoritiesof theC.1.V.C.S.V.A. for theoccasion—in order to test the
actual level of the Sons of Mary’ s sense of humor before their sporadic changesin
mood —we can reassure oursel ves with thethought that, in the end, these “ momen-
tary changes in mood of the Secretary General and his assistant”, although they
may appear rather spirited, are nothing more, in fact, than “bad moments’ like so
many others that must be endured. And whether one refers to the kind of atmo-
sphereto befound either inside or outside the Congregation, onethingiscertainin
any case, and that is that the time or rather the historical moment we are living is
nonetheless very bad...

The Unanswered Questions and the Fruits of Grace

As far as the Sons of Mary are concerned, we will not stop to speculate on
whether or not the incidents of the two theological questionnaires mentioned and
which one would have liked to submit to the confreres of the Community and
which came about almost simultaneously, both on the part of the C.I.V.C.S\V.A.
and of Mr. McCrary, weretheresult of aconcerted action or amere coincidence.

Nevertheless, knowing the close and personal links the Commissioner has kept
with the Congregation aswell aswith Mr. McCrary, and how very well they func-
tion, we are not at all worried about the smooth running of the apostolic liaisonin
operation, until such time as the Lord Himself will decide to put an end to it.

At any rate, in the case of Arkansas, the goal of Father Benoit’ s dismissal now
having been achieved, | doubt very much that, henceforth, the prepared question-
nairewill be of much use, except to spread alittle bit more of the poison of doubt
and lies. And even if, under the circumstances, the questionnaire from
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Mr. McCrary and/or whomever it may be will not have received all the hoped-for
answers from Father Benoit, we can nevertheless rejoice with this latter over the
fruitsof God’ sgracewith which hisreligiousand priestly ministry have been grat-
ified.

And, inthe end, after six years of the presence and the service of Father Benoit
in Hot Springs, and regardless of the outcome of the present situation, the fruits of
divine grace will bear a silent witness, at the hour and in the manner set by God,
sometimes much more e oquently and much more powerfully than all theregretta-
ble talk of those who believe for a moment they are serving a noble cause while
they forget that one cannot hold in contempt or unjustly fight against the works or
servantsand handmaids of God without fighting against, aswell and aboveall, the
One who raises them, leads them, protects them and blesses them.

Two Events... in a Long List

Assuredly, in regard to the fal se accusations brought against the Sons of Mary
aswell asthelies spread in their regard over the last few years, many events took
place which could be recounted here, but the list risks being as long as it is
disedifying.

Whatever the case may be, it is nevertheless advisable to mention two more
events quite similar and in a certain way closely linked, which illustrate well just
towhat extent al throughout the pontifical mandates which the Sons of Mary have
had to put up with, lies, regardless of the manner in which they have been used by
the authorities concerned, always occupied a dominating and privileged place, as
if they found their well-established place and their reason for existing in the very
nature of these mandates and vice versa.

The first event took place during the memorable meeting of last October 30
when Father Denis Laprise stopped in at the C.I.V.C.S.V.A. In the course of the
conversation, the Secretary General, alwayswith hisusual forcefulnessand sharp-
ness, accused the Sonsof Mary living at the Generalate House of the Passionist Fa-
thers in Rome of having refused to welcome His Excellency Bishop Gilles
Cazabon, O.M.I., during his visit to the Vatican as Pontifical Commissioner in
1999. For hispart, Father Denis again attempted, calmly, to rectify the facts, sug-
gesting in apositive manner that he himself would check with his confreresin or-
der to verify and eventually confirm this assertion. But, in thisasin all things, the
presumed guilt of the Sons of Mary in the face of false accusations against which
there can be no recourse, prevailed once again.

The second and last event also took place quite recently, not in Rome but in
Quebec and concerned more particularly His Excellency Archbishop Terrence
Prendergast, S.J., the present Pontifical Commissioner.

A priest presently responsiblefor dealing with certain matrimonial casesinadi-
ocesein Quebec, inthe course of hiswork, recently had an opportunity to converse
with alady in the Army of Mary who, furthermore, accepted to bear witness.

Without going into the details which this priest kindly referred to, quite freely
and spontaneoudly, in his conversation with thislady, it is nonethel essinteresting
to take note of acomment whichisblithely circulating at thistimein high ecclesi-
astical places, to the effect that the directors of the Work and the Community at
Lac-Etchemin refused to welcome Archbishop Prendergast. Another wonderful
fabrication to be added to the preceding one mentioned above and which concerns
Bishop Cazabon! Futhermore, what a surprising coincidence, to say no more, that
once again both statements were made at about the same time.

In the Aftermath of So Many Events...

Inthe aftermath of all these eventsand so many otherswhich we could mention,
at the end of three mandates for which we have never received any report whatso-
ever, athough we would have had every right to this, what good can we expect
from the present mandate of our Pontifical Commissioner? Quitesincerely, every-
thing and nothing at one and the same time.

If, after we have patiently endured all the annoyances and harm inherent in the
regrettable actions perpetrated by these mandates and their main actors, the only
thing that can be said about us, falsely and at the same time besides, is that we
closed the doors of our residences and our hearts to the two Commissioners when,
infact, we have alwayswelcomed them cordially and deeply respected them, then
this must mean that everywhere in high places everyone is completely short of
breath, arguments, ideas or quite simply out of lies, to reach the point of always
spreading everywhere the same fal se accusations.

It is nevertheless fortunate that we, the Sons of Mary, further to so many injus-
tices and so much harm, have kept, even after several years, certain pieces of writ-
ten proof which illustrate, without a single doubt, not only the somewhat spirited
“special treatments” reserved to usbut also and above all the fal seness of the accu-
sations which the large History will never forget and upon which some day it will
shed light.

A Basic Pattern and a Question for Each and Everyone

If in closing we had to draw some little lesson from this story, where ought we
to begin if not with another look at the pattern basic to this story, which —like the
watermark of this page of history — constantly comesto light, like some indelible
ink stain on the large history of God and men, and which has no other designation

(continued on page 24)
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that you not defend yourself, that you not
defend the Army of Mary or the Sons of
Mary” But why such a strict and unjust
ban when an individual was spreading
freely, especially on Internet, writings
stating that | believed and propagated
teachings harmful to the unity of the
Church and contrary to the faith, some-
thing which was totally false, without any
foundation or proof. All those who lis-
tened to the homilies or retreats |
preached can confirm this.

| asked my bishop to indicate to me the
errors | was supposed to have made in my
teaching. He was unable to indicate a sin-
gle one. I never promoted the Army of
Mary, since most of the Sisters and a few
lay people have been members of it for
more than twenty years. Our small inter-
nal meetings consisted of Mass, adoration,
the rosary, edifying texts, hymns and the
consecration to Mary according to Saint
Louis Marie Grignion de Montfort. When
| asked him to tell me what I should re-
move from all of that, my bishop was un-
able to give me an answer. Only a few very
close friends were informed of the exis-
tence of Life of Love. Bishop Sartain was
unable nor did he wish to indicate to me,
even once, what the problem might be
with Life of Love and the other writings,
which would justify his banning the lend-
ing of these books to friends thirsting for
God.

Towards the end of this meeting which
lasted nearly two hours, and seeing that
the truth regarding Marie-Paule and this
providential Work for our time was being
so badly flayed, I said to him: “If | am at-
tacked personally, I will not defend myself;
but if the Work is attacked, I will defend it.
| promise you that!” And yet the Work and
Marie-Paule herself were already being at-
tacked.

Meeting of November 29, 2004

During our next meeting on November
29, after prayer, reflection and consulta-
tions, Bishop Sartain said to me, in es-
sence: “Father, what | found most difficult
at the end of our last conversation was
more specifically my impression that it
would be difficult for you to obey me with
regard to the promoting of the Army of
Mary and its writings, and defending it
publically or privately against the attacks
which could be levelled against it. As a con-
sequence and with regret, | have decided
that the time has come for you to leave the
diocese”

| had already foreseen and understood
that at our first meeting, to the point
where | had thought it advisable to make
the necessary arrangements to obtain an
airline ticket to return to Canada on De-
cember 14. Futhermore, knowing the bat-
tle being waged against the Army of Mary
in Quebec, | had warned the Sisters in Hot
Springs many times not to be surprised if,
one day, I would have to leave.

Why was | being dismissed from the
diocese when | never promoted Life of
Love and even less the writings of Marc
Bosquart, against which false accusations
are rampant? During the meeting | said to
the Vicar General who was with the
Bishop and who repeated the unfounded

(continued on page 24)
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than that of human frailty.

It is rather sad to see how this human frailty can sometimes, even under the
guise of duty, trust or collegidlity, lead certain little and even great men of the
Churchto prefer —and only God knows for what reason —to safeguard their image
rather than the supreme law of the good of souls.

If something isto belearned following this pagein history, it ismainly that the
account of it doesnot end simply with the regrettable events quoted above. Infact,
itisthrough these latter, amid all the maze of mandates with their incongruous el-
ements and all the twists and turns of perpetual, shameless backroom dealings,
that areunveiled and finally revealed, at thistime, al thein-depth meaning and the
mystical import of agreat combat which has been going on for so many years, and
theonly real reason it exitsisto befound in the mystery of amission entrusted to a
woman by God for His Work and for His Church.

Y es, amission entrusted to awoman, a poor humble woman, simple and unas-
suming, who accepted to give her lifetotally to God in sacrifice, accepting out of
lovefor Him to suffer all that Hewilled, in order to win for Him the greatest num-
ber of soulsin His beautiful heaven. A woman who has loved so much and yet
who, more than anyone, has been and will continue to be calumniated, detested
and hated. A woman, Marie-Paule or Mother Paul-Marie, rejected by the great
men of this time which is our time, but chosen by God for His Church.

Stone rejected by the builders or the cornerstone for the renewed Church? That
isthe question... the inextricable crux of an insolvable problem for some and the
extraordinary key to the opening to and understanding of a mystery for others...

Lac-Etchemin, December 6, 2004 Father Pierre Mastropietro

“One Single Little Place for the Truth...”

As we were finishing up this issue of
the paper, Father Eric Roy received
an e-mail from His Excellency Arch-
bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J., Pon-
tifical Commissioner, concerning the
action officially taken by the bishop of
Little Rock in Arkansas, sending Fa-
ther Benoit Picard back to Canada.

We have taken the liberty of repro-
ducing Archbishop Terrence Pren-
dergast’s e-mail below which, under
the circumstances, demonstrates once

not been the main virtues of this man-
date, nor of that of his predecessor,
Bishop Gilles Cazabon.

At the end of this unfortunate epi-
sode, what should one think of the
better established place in the Church
which has been offered the Sons of
Mary for so many years, if there is not
even one single little place left for the
truth? It would seem that between the
Inn and the Manger, some detours are
sometimes imposed which are just as

long as they are tortuous.
Father Pierre Mastropietro

again that frankness and transparency
—and that’s the least we can say — have

His Exc. Archbishop Prendergast’s Note to Father Eric

December 7, 2004

Dear Fr. Eric

| have just received afax from Bishop J. Peter Sartain of Little Rock, AK, in-
forming methat he hasterminated Fr. Benedict’ sministry in Little Rock, effective
December 14.

Though Bishop Sartain and | had had a tel ephone conversation several months
ago, thisisthefirst | had an inkling that this step was to be taken.

Could we speak about thiswhen you have afree moment? 1 will try toreach you
myself. | will also havetheletter Bishop Sartain sent to me scanned so | can send it
to you.

Sincerely yoursin Christ,

+Terrence Prendergast, S.J.

A\ Happy and Blessed Christmas T ime!

In the radiance of the very first Christmas night, what can we wish you in
this new year dedicated to the Eucharist if not the grace of living, more and
more every day and in union with the Immaculate Virgin, through and for
the Eucharist?

May the Word made flesh, full of Grace and Truth — He who is the true
Light that enlightens every man — consecrate you in His Truth. In the midst
of a world swayed by the falsehood of sin, may He grant that you communi-
cate always more fully in His sacrament of love, in order to persevere, with
strength and courage, in fidelity to His Grace and Truth, today and for ever.

A\ Year of Peace and L_ove!

(Fr.Benoit Picard - continued from p. 23)

accusations which the adversaries had
communicated to him, that he had abso-
lutely no idea what he was talking about.
Quite humbly, he replied: “That’s right; |
have no knowledge in this matter” And the
Bishop stated, in reply to my question,
that he had never read the first volume of
Life of Love which | had given him a year
earlier.

My ministry in the Church in Arkansas
is considered to have had such a positive
effect that the Vicar General concluded: “I
know the fruits of your work and they are
good fruits. In the past | have praised you
and I did so without duplicity. I thank God
for what he has accomplished here through
you. | know that it will continue because of
your openness to His will. 1 will feel the
void caused by your departure because you
were a strength in the deanery”

To which Bishop Sartain added: “Fa-
ther Benoit, let me reiterate what Monsi-
gnor has just said and add my own per-
sonal approval of what he said regarding
the fruits of your priestly ministry. Your ab-
sence will be felt because I believe that you
are sincere, a good priest, that you love God
and the Church. I have no doubt in that re-
gard and | know that you have helped
many people.”

In short, it is for having desired the
good of souls, by bearing witness humbly
and discretely within a providential Work
for our time, as well as for having wanted
to defend the truth when this Work and
my reputation were being insidiously at-
tacked — without, for all that, anyone be-
ing able to give proof of a tangible mistake
or of the validity of an accusation brought
against me — that | have been asked to
leave the Diocese of Little Rock. Conse-
quently, I must come to the realization
that in spite of the fact that there seemed
to be dialogue, the Work has once again
been judged and rejected without really
having been heard. No matter what |
would have said, it would not have made
any difference because the rejection of the
Work had been decreed even before | met
with the bishop.

Far be it from me to judge Bishop
Sartain in this matter because 1 know,
since he often repeated it to me, that he
did what the hierarchical authority, that is
to say, the Pontifical Commissioner in
particular, suggested he do.

Father Benoit Picard, O.FF.M.




