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“You, Chris tians, let each one take the Cross in hand for
him self. With this Cross in hand, you will pos sess the King -
dom. With this Cross in hand, you will go forth to meet your fel -
low men. With this Cross in hand, you will over come your en -
emy. And the Chris tians of the world will know, then, that they
are one, with the Church and with the Cross” (39th ap pa ri tion).

The Lady in sists: “Chris tians must unite through out the en -
tire world” (36th ap pa ri tion). Is she not sim ply echo ing Je sus’
prayer for unity? “That all may be one … that they may be one, 
as we are one...” (Jn 17:21-22).

“A day will come when men of ALL THE PEO PLES will be
united. They will be ONE,” she af firmed (27th ap pa ri tion).

“I make a new ap peal to all Chris tian peo ples: ‘It is al ready
late; unite!’ And you,... trans mit this mes sage. Tell the world
that it was the Lady of All Peo ples who told you this.... Be -
cause the world as pires to unity in all that con cerns the af fairs
of this world, the Lord and Mas ter de sires to bring spir i tual
unity to the peo ples of this world. That is why He sends
Myriam – or Mary –, and He sends her as the Lady of All Peo -
ples” (36th ap pa ri tion).

“To be one, unity; and over and above this unity, the Lady
of All Peo ples. One Com mu nity. Peo ples, I em pha size these
words: one Com mu nity. Think of the fu ture.... It is she who has 
re ceived the power to gather her peo ples into one great and
sin gle Com mu nity. All the peo ples gath ered to gether in one
great Com mu nity; that is what this world and this time must
work for” (51st ap pa ri tion).

“... That their unity may be com plete. So shall the world
know that you sent me, and that you loved them as you loved
me,” prayed Je sus (Jn 17:23). This prayer em braces all the
cen tu ries, un veil ing lit tle by lit tle the very mys tery of this unity
which must be per fected and is re ferred to in His words, along
with the way that leads to this unity. Thus the Lady of All Peo -
ples warns us:

“It is not a new doc trine that I bring.... I re peat: ‘I do not
come to bring new doc trine.’ It al ready ex ists.... Trans mit
faith fully this: the Fa ther, the Lord and Mas ter, has given to
the world the Hand maid of the Lord, as Myriam, or Mary. She
was cho sen from among all women as Co-Redemptrix,
Mediatrix and Ad vo cate.... It is now that the Church of Rome
has its chance. The Church will see its strength grow pro gres -
sively as the strug gle in ten si fies. It is be fore the Cross, set up
at the cen tral point of the world, that the Lady of All Peo ples
stands. It is in this time now that she co mes; and she co mes
un der this name: Co-Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Ad vo cate.
And it is un der this ti tle that she will en ter into Mar ian his tory.
The new dogma, the dogma of Co-Redemptrix and Mediatrix,
will be the last in Mar ian his tory” (38th ap pa ri tion).

Through her Prayer said in the Church and by the Church,

the Lady has prom ised to help us. We can not re ally grasp the
ur gency and ef fec tive ness of this sim ple prayer, the con fi dent
rec i ta tion of which at tests to the obe di ence of the heart that
calls upon the ac tion of the True Holy Spirit in the heart of all
peo ples and opens the way to the unity of Churches and peo -
ples, brought to gether un der one sin gle Shepherd, thanks to
the as sis tance of the Lady, our Ad vo cate in such a no ble and
saintly cause.

In her mes sages, Mary is clear and her ma ter nal in vi ta tion
press ing: “This Prayer must be prop a gated in the churches,
and by your mod ern tech niques” (38th ap pa ri tion). “The Lady of
All Peo ples will as sist the Church of Rome. But the Church of
Rome, the Com mu nity, has to ask it of Mary, the Mother of the
Lord Je sus Christ, and call upon her un der her new ti tle: the
Lady of All Peo ples” (47th ap pa ri tion).

“Gal i lee of the na tions! The peo ple that lived in dark ness
has seen a great light” (Mt 4:15-16). Who among those in the
Tem ple at the time could have fore seen that from the obe di -
ence of a lit tle Mary would shine forth the Light of the Peo ples
which would ful fill Scrip ture? Who could have fore seen “in this 
time which is Our Time” that Heaven would have in di cated, on 
March 25, 1958, to one of our coun try men: “You will be an -
other Mary” (Life of Love, vol. II, chap. 5, p. 31), and that God would
have in formed her of the fol low ing on No vem ber 21, 1978:
“Come, I am tak ing you now for my Church” (id., vol. XV, chap. 62,
p. 447), in or der to ac com plish the plan of love of the Co-Re -
demp tion, for on Jan u ary 28, 1985, the Lord had said to her:
“ ‘Life of Love’ is the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples” and we
could add, “in view of the unity of Chris tians”.

God’s ways are not our ways”... and yet they are re ally
ours be cause they are the only ones that draw their pro phetic 
in spi ra tion and their di vine power of re al iza tion from Him, for
no hu man ge nius could have fore seen this or brought it to ful -
fill ment. Yes, in all hon esty, He alone is “the Way, the Truth
and the Life” (Jn 14:6), and blessed are we if we lis ten to His
voice.

At the dawn of the King dom, let us rec og nize the Star,
quick en ing our pace in her Light. Mary, the Lady of All Peo -
ples, is lead ing us to unity in the re newed Church, her Com -
mu nity. May we be among those who, “not with wordy wis -
dom” are “united in mind and judgment” in or der to with stand
this fi nal com bat which is not our bat tle but hers, the one of
the vic tory of the Light over dark ness. May the Light of Christ
the Re deemer beam re splen dently upon all the peo ples
called upon to be come the Com mu nity of all the Chris tians
gath ered to gether in His name through Mary Co-
Redemptrix, Mother and Lady of All Peo ples.

Fa ther Jean-François Mastropietro

In a world that has lost its spir i tual
guidelines, Life of Love pro vides a last
hope with ev i dence that goes far be yond
what any one could imag ine. The fruits are
ex cel lent. The light has shone and it en -
light ens the Church. Its bril liance will not
be snuffed out in spite of the bat tle that
does not seem to want to stop. It will stop
at an un pre dict able time, in God’s time, at
a time when it will be ob vi ous that the vic -
tory does not come from men but from
Him.

THE BLIND BE LIEF IN WAITING
Waiting is part of the spir i tual journey. A 

never-ending wait is a spir i tual trial that
will pu rify Chris tians, ed u cate them in the
di vine man ner of pro ceed ing and better
implicate them in a mis sion pro por tion ate
to the di vine plans. Waiting ex as per ates,
dis cour ages, un der mines, makes one im -
pa tient, up sets. But at the same time, wait -
ing sets free con fi dence, hope, love, joy
and for ti tude. Waiting is the Ad vent of
God, in prep a ra tion for the com ing of His
Son. Ev ery year the lit urgy brings us back
to this Ad vent of the di vine in ter ven tion in
his tory. We for get that the an nual li tur gi cal 

Ad vent re fers to the first Ad vent which
lasted for cen tu ries for the Jew ish peo ple
to whom the prom ise of sal va tion had
been given. The cho sen peo ple needed a
great deal of pa tience, courage and
prayer to keep up its hopes against all
odds.

In these days of the Co-Re demp tion,
even more pa tience, cour age and prayer
will be re quired to stand firm on the line of
fire, to stand firm on the line of fire un der
the at tack on the mis sion given by the Lord 
to the Lady of All Peo ples so that all peo -
ples may re gain the free dom to which ev -
ery hu man be ing has a right. The Lady has 
been sent so that ev ery hu man be ing, ev -
ery fam ily, ev ery hu man com mu nity, all of
Chris tian ity may blos som and open up
fully. A unique spir i tual mis sion cor re -
spond ing to a unique time of world wide
con fron ta tion.

THE HER ALDS OF HIS TORY
For such mis sions, the Lord set aside

for Him self the great her alds of his tory.
They are ex cep tional stars, a few per
century per haps, in the di vine eter nal
thought, in or der to re gen er ate hu man ity

and the Church, es pe cially when there is a 
change of era. Be fore these per son ages
are crowned with glory, they are molded in 
an ac tive hu mil ity that goes to the very
edge of hu man lim its and causes the
erup tion of ha bit ual natual forces.

Thus, in 1429, Joan of Arc said: “I must
be over there be fore the mid dle of Lent,
and I will be there even if I have to wear out 
my legs to the knees! No one in the world,
not even a prince..., can re con quer the
King dom; there is no other as sis tance for
our coun try than what is in me.” (Mgr Henri
Debout, La Bienheureuse Jeanne d’Arc, Maison
de la Bonne Presse, Paris, 1907, p. 50)

In April 1972, Ma rie-Paule said: “This
time, the Work of the Army of Mary has
need of de fend ers, and I’ll be here to the
bit ter end, even if it costs me my life.” (Life
of Love, vol. VIII, chap. 30, p. 145)

Cen turies apart, we have two wit -
nesses in ac tion for God. Two wit nesses
of the di vine glory which cause won der in
cer tain of their con tem po rar ies while an -
ger ing oth ers. Two wit nesses who dis con -
cert re li gious au thor i ties. Two wit nesses
who use the same French verb (“dussé-
je”) in the same gram mat i cal struc ture. A

The Ad vent of the King dom or the Ad vent of the Lady of All Peo ples − I
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sim i lar ity that is the in di ca tion of a like spir -
i tual support that pro duces an at ti tude su -
pe rior to any purely hu man at ti tude.

Cen tu ries apart, we see two women in
the line of fire, in the fore sight of the tar get
set by God. They do not shy away from ei -
ther the ac tion or the con tem pla tion.
Through the su per abun dance of grace
given them, they can free them selves
from the con straints of time and space, in
or der to make them obey the de mands of
a un sought-af ter mis sion, given by God to
the her alds, the stan dard-bear ers of truth,
jus tice and peace. A new or der is born
from their ac tions.

To re sist per se cu tions, con tempt, ex -
clu sion re quires that a soul be ac cus -
tomed to the grace of for give ness. There
you have the role be ing played out by the
Found ress of the Army of Mary in con junc -
tion with the re al iza tion of the Work of Life
of Love asked by the Lord. Her open ness
to each and ev ery one, re gard less of their
so cial con di tion, their qual i ties or their
faults, their wealth or their pov erty, their
re li gion or their lack of re li gion, is a con -
vinc ing ma ter nal tes ti mony.

IS LAM AND MARY
One day, a young fer vent and prac tis -

ing Mus lim ac cepted to read the first vol -
ume of Life of Love. Af ter hav ing read it, he 
com mented: “This woman is of God. What
she says is true.” Later, he was in vited to
meet her. In spite of the fact that they met
only very briefly, he would sub se quently
say: “This woman is truly of God. Her pres -
ence is au then tic. God is there.”

This event is a sign of the open ness of
Is lam to the Lady of All Peo ples. The Ko -
ran al ready shows re spect for and con fi -
dence in Mary whom it con sid ers as al -
ways hav ing been a vir gin.

As in for mer times, hu man ity still re -
fuses to day the mes sen gers of God in
spite of the proofs, the mir a cles, the fruits
of their works. When we speak of hu man -
ity, we must also in clude in it the re li gious
au thor i ties, the guard ians and in ter pret ers 
of the law, of doc trine and of the holy
books. Per sonal self-im por tance and
pride be ing what they are, it is dif fi cult for
the light to penetrate hearts be cause it
daz zles; it daz zles to the point of blind ing if 
souls have lost their sim plic ity and hu mil -
ity.

JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE AU THOR ITIES
John the Bap tist is an ex cep tional ex -

am ple of “prophetism in a pure state”. In
his mis sion as pre cur sor to the Mes siah,
he walked in the clear-ob scure and he ac -
cepted to ad vance ac cord ing to the in di ca -
tions of the Lord who opens doors as they
are re quired by spir i tual ne ces si ties. John
the Bap tist let events guide him with out
mak ing any com pro mises, and he did not
hes i tate, when the time came, to send his
dis ci ples to Je sus. He even en er get i cally
railed against the re li gious lead ers who
were ques tion ing him: 

“You brood of vi pers! Who told you to
flee from the wrath to come? Give some
ev i dence that you mean to re form. Do not
pride your selves on the claim, ‘Abra ham is 
our fa ther.’ I tell you, God can raise up chil -
dren to Abra ham from these very stones.
Even now the ax is laid to the root of the
tree.” (Mt 3:7-10)

John the Bap tist’s words are hard.
They condemn the re al ity of the sin of the
great ones of this world, re fer ring to them
with out eva sive ness or de tour.

What would he say to day? Are we able
to re read these words, ap ply ing them to
the pres ent re al ity? Is it sim ply lit er ary, a
fig ure of style?

John the Bap tist, the prophet, is like Je -
sus, that is, some one to whom the crowd
of Jews flock, as well as re li gious au thor i -
ties in or der to be better op posed to him
and elim i nate him. Be yond the cen tu ries,

what is John the Bap tist’s fun da men tal
mes sage? What is his spir i tual ped a -
gogy?

THE WAITING AND CONDEMNATION
Like a shep herd, dressed in tat ters,

fam ished, shaggy-haired, John the Bap -
tist cries out the ur gency of con ver sion. He 
in di cates the way, pro claims the truth and
jus tice with out fear of any one. He sym bol -
izes and brings to gether within him self the
mys ti cal wait ing of the Jew ish peo ple
look ing to the com ing of the Mes siah. A
wait ing that has not yet been ful filled for Is -
rael be cause it has not rec og nized that
Christ was the awaited Mes siah. Why
then this end less wait ing? Why did God let 
events go on this way? Why did His peo ple 
not re al ize that the wait ing had come to an
end and was ful filled at that time? There is
al ways a rea son for the course of events,
even if we can not see it, even if ev ery thing
seems ab surd and in com pre hen si ble.
Waiting is ed u ca tional and for ma tive.
Waiting is spir i tual. Waiting per fects and
en riches. The Jew ish peo ple is wait ing but 
when its wait will be ful filled, it will daz zle
the uni verse with its graces and fer vor.
This wait ing must be in ref er ence to an -
other wait ing which es capes the un der -
stand ing of most hu man be ings. Could it
not be the wait ing for God’s reign on earth
or the wait ing for the King dom?

Be cause of this mys tery of wait ing, the
proph ets frighten the Church which is de -
lay ing ac knowl edg ing their mis sion and
cov er ing their mes sage with its au thor ity.
At the dawn of Chris tian ity two thou sand
years ago, John the Bap tist pro vides a
good il lus tra tion of the dif fi cul ties in her ent
to any di vine in ter ven tion in the life of the
mes sen ger. These dif fi cul ties stem from
the fall of hu man ity which is now sub mit ted 
to the haz ards of sin and which is the lot
com mon to all hu man be ings. They also
stem from the var i ous forms of pu ri fi ca tion
which those who have been cho sen by
God as spokes per sons of the co-re demp -
tion are sub jected to.

To for get this spir i tual di men sion is to
com pletely ignore na ture. It can not be got -
ten away from, it is in cluded in the whole
pro ject of the evo lu tion of souls and of hu -
man ity, with out ex clud ing the Church
which has arisen from God’s heart. The
Church, in its es sence, is per fect be cause
it is the Work of God. But it is weak in its
mem bers, the hu man be ings that make up 
the Church, be ings who are lim ited and
im per fect. This weak ness is due mainly to
the pride that is man i fested in each era.
The pride of cer tain re li gious lead ers of ten 
times leads them to sec tar i an ism, from
which they are sup posed to pre serve the
Church en trusted to their care. Thus, in an
un der handed way, pride quickly trans -
forms it self into a spirit of con dem na tion, a
dan ger which threat ens even the best
ones some times.

The spirit of con dem na tion is a cur rent
which runs along the spir i tual un der lay of
the jour ney of the Churches. The acts of
con dem na tion bring to light even more the 
Works when they are of di vine or i gin,
bring ing out the vir tues and fruits which
have arisen in the wake of their in flu ence,
like a bea con beam ing on a desert is land.

Con dem na tion is a sign, al beit a dark
sign, but a sign that re veals, through op -
po si tion, the lu mi nous face of the com bat
for the truth. Oh how it ap pears dif fi cult to
un der stand this sign: a con tra dic tory sign,
an im pen e tra ble sign, a coded sign, a sign
of knowl edge. Through the sign of con -
dem na tion, one can per ceive the growth
of hu mil ity pierc ing the re in forced walls of
per sonal or group pride.

The Church is plagued by the dif fer ent
ac cents of knowl edge or spir i tual tra di -
tions which have arisen from within it since 
its birth. It is not su per flu ous to in di cate
that the spir i tual  cur rents or tra di tions also 

have their scle ro sis sometimes which de -
na tures the Church’s mis sion.

Once this pit fall has been by passed, it
is good to see the great spir i tual wealth to
be found in the com mu ni ties. The Or tho -
dox  have de vel oped the mys ti cal na ture
of the sac ra men tal and Eucharistic lit urgy. 
The Evan gel i cal com mu ni ties have
placed the em pha sis on the Word of God
con tained in Scrip ture. The Cath o lics
have caused the  doc trine and the pri macy 
of the Pope to shine forth. These facts
have now been ac knowl edged by the
Church which has re moved the ex com -
mu ni ca tions for merly de creed against
other Churches. For give ness has taken
the place of con dem na tions. Are we for all
that on the right path? For the mo ment,
that is hard to be lieve, for other storms of
ex clu sion are loom ing on the ho ri zon of
the ec cle si as ti cal com mu nity for this time
which is our time, a time that was pre -
dicted, the time of the Co-Re demp tion as -
sumed by the Lady of All Peo ples pres ent
in the Church for All Peo ples.

Je sus, the Son sent by the Fa ther to
save His peo ple – the Jew ish peo ple rep -
re sented by the Syn a gogue and the Tem -
ple – and to bring it the prom ised Re demp -
tion.

The Hand maid sent by the Fa ther to
save the Church (Chris tian ity) and all the
Peo ples (all the re li gions) and to give them 
Christ once again at this time. The Hand -
maid, in a new era, is fulffling the proph ecy 
of God’s reign on earth. 

Life of Love re counts the var i ous
stages of this world wide mis sion. A
woman cho sen from all time has been
sent to re al ize this ecclesial pro ject of an
un par al leled scope since the time of the
In car na tion of the Son of God and the Re -
demp tion which He ac com plished. Ma rie-
Paule her self, in speak ing of her mis sion,
says:

“It is the FATHER who sends me. And I
shall go where God will tell me to go, and
at the time He in di cates.

“Woe to those who will not have be -
lieved!” (Life of Love, vol. III, chap. 40, p. 269)

The warn ing is sol emn and re minds us
of the se vere ad mo ni tions of John the
Bap tist and Je sus to their con tem po rar ies
in vested with power, au thor ity or wealth.
His tory is re peat ing it self. Be ware of blind -
ness in this time which could be the Ad -
vent of the King dom or the Advent of the
Lady of All Peo ples.

THE DAWN OF THE KING DOM
A sign of a pro found maj esty is man i -

fest ing it self at the be gin ning of the Ad vent 
of the King dom, the time of the com ing of
the Lady of All Peo ples. A sign shin ing with  
stars. A sign cut out in three parts upon the 
Church and the peo ples. The sign of the
dawn of the na scent King dom. The sign
has been work ing in over drive since the
be gin ning of Pope John Paul II’s pon tif i -
cate, spe cif i cally, since the day of vic tory – 
we should note par tic u larly the first let ter
of his name, the dou ble V of vic tory,
Wojtyla – from the fall of 1978 to our day,
al ready 25 years.

On page 3 of the pa per “The King dom”
is sue no. 170 of No vem ber-De cem ber
2004, two spe cific an ni ver sa ries are men -
tioned. Twenty years ago, in Jan u ary
1985, Je sus made a pro phetic state ment
to Ma rie-Paule that would be de ter min ing:
“The Work of ‘Life of Love’ is the Work of
the Lady of All Peo ples.” (Vie d’Amour,
Appendice, vol. I, p. 283) This an ni ver sary
must be placed in cor re la tion with an other
an ni ver sary that is closely linked to it, that
of the pub li ca tion of the vol umes of Life of
Love, the French edi tion of which be gan in
May 1979,  in ef fect, 25 years prior to
2004.

The re minder of these an ni ver sa ries
fits in well with the pres ent com ments con -
cern ing the sign of the dawn of the King -
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dom.
The sign of the dawn of the na scent

King dom.
The sign re vealed in trip tych dur ing the

same days of the fall of 1978:
– the ar rival of the Pope of Mary, His Ho li -

ness Pope John Paul II, Oc to ber 16, the
white ness of the ap os tolic suc ces sion.

– the long white dress which Mother Paul-
Ma rie must don as of Oc to ber 1, at the
re quest of the an gel:
“Oc to ber 1. The an gel re peats to me
again: ‘AS OF LOURDES, YOU ARE AL -
WAYS TO WEAR YOUR LONG WHITE
DRESS.’
“What a strug gle is go ing on this eve -
ning as I pre pare my suit cases. I hang
the long white dress in the ward robe in
or der to put it on to mor row, then put it
back in the suit case, not be ing able to
bring my self to obey this re quest.
“A num ber of times I ac cept, then re -
fuse. Fi nally, the fol low ing morn ing, I
put on, for good, but not with out an in te -
rior strug gle, the long white dress asked
for by the an gel.” (Life of Love, vol. XV, chap. 
61, p. 439)

– “COME, I AM TAKING YOU NOW FOR
MY CHURCH”: there you have the ul ti -
mate rev e la tion made to the Woman in
her ecclesial mis sion re counted at the
end of vol ume XV of Life of Love:
“[No vem ber 21, 1978] Af ter Mass I re -
main alone in the cha pel, and on an im -
pulse felt dur ing the cer e mony, I go and
kiss the al tar and kneel down be fore the
ta ber na cle. Then it is as if Je sus, com -
ing forth from the ta ber na cle, were
stand ing there be fore me, and then
com ing to wards me, He puts His two
arms about me, say ing, ‘COME, I AM
TAKING YOU NOW FOR MY CHURCH.’ 
“ ‘Yes, I am all yours, for the Church, for
the world.’ ” (Life of Love, vol. XV, chap. 62,
p. 447)
The sign is there in all its splen dor. The

sign ra di ates for any one who wishes to
open his eyes. The sign speaks to any one
liv ing in hu mil ity. The trip tych cor re sponds 
to the open ing of the Ad vent of the Lady of
All Peo ples. The in du bi ta ble sign re joices
the lit tle and the hum ble, but scan dal izes
the great and the learned.

The Church takes ref uge in the heart of
the Woman sent by the Fa ther. If that is
the will of the Fa ther, to re fuse it changes
noth ing in what is in the pro cess of tak ing
place. God knows how to get around the
weak ness of men and women. Love tri -
umphs no mat ter what hap pens.

THE REF UGE OF THE CO-RE DEMP TION
At first sight, the mys ti cal con fi dence

made by Je sus to Ma rie-Paule at the end
of vol ume XV of Life of Love is sur pris ing.
There you have mys ti cal words which
cause the reader to re flect upon the econ -
omy of sal va tion which links all hu man be -
ings together. The mys tery of the In car na -
tion of God in hu man na ture – the Son of
God made man – in vites men and women
to par tic i pate in His work of Re demp tion.
With God, everything is pos si ble.

Nu mer ous ex am ples in the his tory of
the Church have proven the mys te ri ous
pos si bil i ties of di vine in ter ven tions, in or -
der to as sume and re ca pit u late his tory
within the spir i tual contours of God’s pro -
ject of love for hu man ity. An ex am ple of a
re sponse of love and co-re demp tion is
given in black and white in the writ ings of
Saint Paul, the Apos tle of the Gentiles –
that is, all the peo ples known at that time,
ex cept for the Jew ish peo ple, the “peo ple
of the prom ise” –, who de clares: “I find my
joy in the suf fer ing I en dure for you. In my
own flesh I fill up what is lack ing in the suf -
fer ings of Christ for the sake of his body,
the church.” (Col 1:24)

This state ment of Saint Paul be comes
a sure main stay for an anal y sis of the mys -

tery of the Co-Re demp tion, a mys tery de -
vel oped in the mes sages of the Lady of All
Peo ples.

In ev ery era, in dif fer ent ways and ac -
cord ing to the needs of the times, the
Church takes ref uge in the heart of cer tain
ar dently flam ing souls, cho sen as  vic tim
souls,“to fill up in [their] own flesh what is
lack ing in the suf fer ings of Christ”,  ac -
cord ing to Saint Paul’s ex pres sion (Col
1:24). Many ex am ples of saints, men and
women, can be given who have dis tin -
guished them selves be cause of their mis -
sion of co-re demp tive par tic i pa tion.

Let us dwell a mo ment on the life of
Saint Fran cis of Assisi (1182-1226) who
sup ported the Church in an ex cep tional
man ner. Pope In no cent III (1160-1216)
even had a dream where he saw this
monk sup port ing and safe guard ing the
Church all by him self. In fact, Saint Fran -
cis braved the op po si tion of the clergy and
the epis co pate to ad dress him self di rectly
to the Pope, in or der to have the new Con -
gre ga tion he had just founded ap proved,
a foun da tion that was rid i culed by the very
ones who should have made his task eas -
ier. Fran cis pre ferred to re main a Brother,
al though he did ac cept to be come a dea -
con on the in sis tence of a car di nal. His fer -
vent and ob sti nate re turn to the sources of
the Gos pel in jected a germ of re newal in
the Church of his time which he con trib -
uted in re gen er at ing. With out the in ter -
ven tion of the Pope in ex tre mis, Fran cis of
Assisi would have had to un dergo the
same fate as other sin cere re form ers who
were thrown out of the Church.

An other ex am ple shin ing with zeal,
cour age and bold ness is Saint Catherine
of Si enna (1347-1380). To a Church marked 
by self-im por tance, pride and the de sire
for glory, she preached con ver sion and
hu mil ity. She ex horted the Pope to leave
the ex ile of Avignon in France and re turn
to the sheepfold of the Church in Rome
where ev ery thing had been ne glected.
She, a sim ple coun try girl, a lay per son of
the Third Or der of the Do min i cans, with -
out any ed u ca tion, dared to write let ter af -
ter let ter to the Pope, to the bish ops and to
princes. She frankly re minded them of
their du ties and even dared to draw up a
list of their mis takes and weak nesses.
She did not hes i tate to tell them of the
Lord’s de mands to bring the Church back
to the right path. And yet, Saint Catherine
of Si enna was the first woman to have
been named a Doc tor of the Church by
Pope Paul VI in 1970.

It is also proper to men tion a woman
shin ing with light, fi del ity and aban don -
ment in her mis sion to save France and
the Church of her time, that is, Saint Joan
of Arc (1412-1431). A young girl clothed  in
the glory of God and His will, with out any
ed u ca tion, know ing nei ther how to read
nor write, puts her self in the ser vice of the
sal va tion of France, and as a con se -
quence, the sal va tion of the Church, for
France be ing the “el dest daugh ter of the
Church” is closely bound to it. Joan must
suc cess fully win the bat tle with out the
sup port of the Church, hav ing been re -
jected, ex cluded, ban ished from it. Thus
she is the im age of Christ on the cross, to -
tally aban doned by all, ac com plish ing
within her self, in a way, what the Lord did
in His Pas sion for the Church and all hu -
man ity. Re jected by all for the sal va tion of
all: a mys tery of co-re demp tion pre par ing
the great mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion
which is be ing ac com plished in our time.

Through Joan of Arc, it is as though the
Lord were say ing: “In this young girl, I am
in di cat ing to you the im por tance of the
woman in the his tory of the Re demp tion. It
is the way cho sen by my heart for the re -
turn of hu man ity to the truth and jus tice.
Look at her! She is alone, like I was on the
cross, so as to better re flect the light which 

I pro ject upon the Church. She is my ref -
uge of glory.”

Through Joan of Arc – a fact to be
noted: in France, a child has never been
given the name of Joan of Arc whereas
this prac tice ex ists in Can ada – there ap -
pears a phe nom e non which still re mains
un ex plained in the Church, that is, the
spring ing up of a mys ti cal mis sion en tirely
guided from On-High for the guid ance of
many. There is the ut ter dis pro por tion of a
millenary se cret in this mis sion con cern -
ing the to tal na ture of the Re demp tion
which con tin ues to live on in elite souls
who mul ti ply the spir i tual en ergy nec es -
sary for the re newal of the Church
awaiting the King dom. The se cret man i -
fests it self upon the dark sea of our times
and be comes in car nate in the ex pe ri ence
of a Woman who is part of the same lin -
eage as Fran cis of Assisi, Catherine of Si -
enna and Joan of Arc.

Then, it be comes eas ier to un der stand
the mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion in this
time which is our time, a time of un par al -
leled trib u la tions. Mother Paul-Ma rie is at
the very heart of this mys tery. Through her 
life of im mo la tion and for give ness, she
has shown the au then tic ity of the mis sion
with which she has been charged. Her life
of suf fer ing for souls and for the Church
was sanc tioned by the ab so lute op pro -
brium that was cast upon her by the
Church it self through its clergy and its
epis co pate. In this way, these lat ter col -
lab o rated, through their per ni cious ac tion
and with out un der stand ing it, in the ful fill -
ment of the mys tery of the Co-Re demp -
tion in the same way that the re li gious au -
thor i ties in Je sus’ time con trib uted,
through their per ni cious ac tion, to the ful -
fill ment of the Re demp tion.

THE AR RIVAL OF TWO POPES
In the last vol ume of Life of Love, we

can see how a large in ter na tional pil grim -
age of the Army of Mary in Po land, Bel -
gium and France (Sep tem ber-Oc to ber 1978)
un folded prov i den tially dur ing the days
which followed the death of Pope Paul VI
and the elec tion of Pope John Paul I, days
which also pre ceded the ar rival of Pope
John Paul II. Life of Love men tions, quite
ap pro pri ately, the open ing mes sage of
Pope John Paul I: “The Most Blessed Vir -
gin Mary, Queen of the Apos tles, will be
the re splen dent Star of our pon tif i cate.”
(Life of Love, vol. XV, chap. 61, p. 440)

One fact about this new pon tif i cate as -
ton ishes the Found ress who writes: “Now, 
one thing as ton ishes me. That light which I 
used to ‘see’ shin ing at the head of the
Church when Paul VI was there, I no lon -
ger ‘see’ for John Paul I. No, there is noth -
ing more than the be gin ning of a light, like
dawn. And af ter wards, Fa ther Denis
many times asks me, 

“ ‘Do you see things open ing up with
John Paul I?’

“ ‘No, ev ery thing re mains closed, and I
don’t “know” why.’ ” (id.)

A pro phetic di men sion sheds light on
this pas sage, as is the case, fur ther more,
for all the pages of Life of Love. And still on
this same page, the Lord in di cates to Ma -
rie-Paule the name of the two up com ing
pil grim ages.

“Be fore set ting off on our pil grim age to
Po land, Bel gium and France, I ‘hear’
again:

“ ‘RE MEM BER: THIS PIL GRIM AGE
WILL BE MADE IN HONOR OF THE IM -
MAC U LATE, AND IM ME DI ATELY AF TER -
WARDS YOU WILL MAKE THE PIL GRIM -
AGE FOR THE POPE.’

“Now, amaz ingly enough, I do not ‘see’
the light which ought to be il lu mi nat ing the
pon tif i cate of John Paul I.” (Id.)

Dur ing those fate ful days of the dis ap -
pear ance of two Popes and the elec tion of
two Popes, the Work of the Army of Mary
ra di ated in the great cen ters of prayer of
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AN APOSTOLATE THROUGH HYMNS AT 
SAINTE-PERPETUE CHURCH

Re cently, a lady, a mem ber of the Army 
of Mary, in vited our quar tet Fidélys, di -
rected by Christiane Leblanc who also ac -
com pa nied it at the or gan, to sing at the fu -
neral Mass for a close rel a tive to be held at 
Sainte Perpétue church in our di o cese on
De cem ber 13, 2004. We sang sa cred
hymns se lected from the Army of Mary’s
rep er toire. The com ments heard af ter the
re li gious cer e mony bear wit ness to the
good ac com plished in souls. A gen tle man
at tend ing who had al ready de scribed him -
self as an “athe ist” ac knowl edged having
been “moved by the beauty of the hymns
and by the sa cred mu sic, es pe cially the
se lec tions played on the vi o lin” by Jon a -
than Hélie. A lady in the as sem bly also ad -
mit ted: “We no lon ger hear these beau ti ful
Latin hymns any where. I must ad mit that I
found it all very beau ti ful.” A friend of the
be reaved fam ily said he was “de lighted by
the beauty of the hymns”, and he went on
to say, “if there was beau ti ful singing like
that in our churches, I would go to Mass
ev ery day!” At the re cep tion fol low ing the
fu neral, a priest came to con grat u late us,
with a spe cial men tion for the quality of the  
“gen eral in ter ces sions”, hav ing learned
that they had been hum bly pre pared by
the un der signed. Af ter wards, sev eral peo -
ple in di cated they would like to re ceive a
copy of these “in ter ces sions”

It would not be long be fore this ap os -
tolic ex pe ri ence would be re peated, as we
shall see.

AN APOSTOLATE THROUGH HYMNS AT 
SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH

On Mon day, Jan u ary 3, 2005, we were
asked to sing for the fu neral of the grand -
fa ther of our young vi o lin ist, Jon a than
Hélie.  The Mass would take place at Saint
John the Bap tist church in Drummond -
ville. Once again our Fidélys quar tet made 
up of Ma rie-Josée Plaisance, Hertel Bois -
vert, Jacques Hélie and Jeannine Thiffault 
ac com pa nied by Jon a than on the vi o lin
and Christiane at the or gan in ter preted
beau ti ful sa cred hymns such as “Je suis
venu parmi vous sur la terre”, “Beau Ciel”,
and a few of Fa ther Hervé Lemay’s com -
po si tions, among them the sub lime “Je
rendrai grâce, ô mon Dieu”, as well as
Schu bert’s Ave Maria sung by Ma rie-
Josée with Jon a than on the vi o lin. Af ter
Com mu nion, the cel e brant in his prayer of
thanksgiving “gave praise and glory to
God for these tal ents in sing ing and mu -
sic”. Then, at the end of the cer e mony, he
again thanked the mu si cians and choir
mem bers “for the beau ti ful hymns which
helped us to pray well”. Shortly af ter the
cer e mony as close rel a tives were be ing
driven in the fu neral pro ces sion, one of the 
lim ou sine driv ers, ques tioned them, ex -
claim ing: “If the sing ing and the mu sic was
as splen did as that in our churches, I
would go to Mass ev ery day. Where do

these mu si cians and choir mem bers
come from?” Fol low ing the ex pla na tion
pro vided by a fam ily mem ber, the driver
went on to say: “In heaven, it must be as
beau ti ful as that. Their par ish priest must
be proud of his sing ers!” Sub se quently,
this driver, who is also in charge of a fu -
neral home, wanted to know how to get in
touch with the vi o lin ist, or gan ist and choir
di rec tor in or der to be able to call upon
them for fu ture ser vices. Dur ing the meal
that fol lowed,  the topic of con ver sa tion
was mostly the hymns and the mu sic and
most peo ple ad mit ted hav ing been
touched by the beauty of the cer e mony.
And yet, ev ery thing was so sim ple!

THE APOSTOLATE THROUGH HYMNS
AT SAINT ANNE’S CHURCH

On Jan u ary 8, 2005, we were in vited for 
the fifth time to sing at a Mass at Saint
Anne’s church in Danville. For that oc ca -
sion, four teen mem bers of the Fidélys
choir were pres ent. Given that it was so
close to Christ mas, sev eral Christ mas
hymns had been in cluded in our pro gram,
a mini Christ mas con cert of twenty min -
utes be fore Mass hav ing even been pre -
pared, with med i ta tive texts read by André
Leblanc. Be fore be gin ning the Eucharistic 
cel e bra tion, the par ish priest, Fa ther Léo
Durocher, cor dially wel comed us, in vit ing
us to come and sing in his church again in
the fu ture. Among the se lec tions on the
pro gram, there was Charpentier’s “Sanc -
tus”, Mel ville’s Christus natus est nobis” as
well as other se lec tions from our rep er -
toire of sa cred mu sic. At the end, this good 
priest “gave thanks and praise to God for
the beauty of the hymns which el e vated us 
and caused us to mar vel be fore His Mys -
teries!” Af ter Mass, the par ish priest and
sev eral peo ple came to speak to us in the
tran sept where we had sung, in di cat ing
their ap pre ci a tion to Christiane, the or gan -
ist, and the so lo ists, men tion ing the vo cal
con tri bu tion of the won der ful gift God gave 
to Ma rie-Josée Plaisance. Some even ad -
mit ted that our hymns had “done them
good in side”.

What ex pla na tion can be given for all
this, other than the fact that Mary, Mother
and Lady of All Peo ples, is the one open -
ing hearts? For we al ways re cite her
prayer be fore ev ery one of our vo cal per -
for mances, re gard less of what it is. If sing -
ing is pray ing twice over, then there should 
be no better way to con clude than with
these sug ges tive words by one of Saint
Ignatius’ spir i tual sons:

Blessed is he who sings and who can
add to the beauty of the world!
Blessed is he who lends his voice to ev -
ery hu man hope!
Blessed is he who in cludes in his sing -
ing the laugh ter and tears of his loved
ones! (Didier Rimaud, S.J.)

It is thanks to the Army of Mary and its
Found ress who taught us to ap pre ci ate

beauty in a re spect for what is sa cred that
sing ing has be come our apostolate. Once
again, let us give thanks to God who ac -
cepts to hum ble Him self by pass ing
through the poor lit tle in stru ments that we
are.

THE APOSTOLATE THROUGH HYMNS
GIVES ITS FRUIT

Over the Christ mas sea son, the
Fidélys choir pre sented two Christ mas
con certs in se nior cit i zens’ homes and two 
con certs in churches. Each hymn was
pre ceded by a text for med i ta tion. With the
grace of God, the apostolate through sing -
ing pro duced fruit. The day af ter our con -
cert in one of our city’s se niors’ homes, we
re ceived a tele phone call from a young
lady who had at tended the con cert. This
young lady said she wanted to be rec on -
ciled with a close rel a tive with whom she
had been on bad terms for months. An -
other per son who also at tended this con -
cert in di cated to us im me di ately af ter -
wards that she wanted to re-es tab lish con -
tact with her re bel lious child whom she
had not seen for years.

Some el derly peo ple ad mit ted hav ing
been quite pleased to see adults and chil -
dren in the same choir, some thing which is 
not gen er ally seen in other choirs. The
young peo ple rep re sented Christ mas
scenes dur ing the sing ing of the hymns,
which de lighted the se niors who, un for tu -
nately, do not get to see their grand chil -
dren of ten enough these days.

More over, af ter the con cert given at
Saint Anne’s Cath o lic Church in Danville
in the Di o cese of Sherbrooke, a lady of
Cro atian na tion al ity and of the Or tho dox
re li gion came to speak to us. In a touch ing
ges ture typ i cal of her cul ture, she crossed
her hands over her heart and told us how
happy she was to have heard once again
the mel o dies of the beau ti ful Christ mas
hymns which she and her hus band used
to sing in the choirs in the Or tho dox
churches of Croatia, her na tive land. This
im mi grant lady con stantly re it er ated her
joy when she dis cov ered that our tra di -
tional hymns, es pe cially those in Latin,
were drawn from the same source as
theirs, thus unit ing the Or tho dox and
Cath o lic rites. In other words, she was so
pleased to dis cover that the same her i -
tage of sa cred mu sic was a strong bond
bring ing us closer to gether.

Given that we never miss an op por tu -
nity to in voke the Lady of All Peo ples be -
fore each per for mance, we be lieve that
she is the One who through our apostolate 
in song is gath er ing her chil dren to gether
to unite them in Love. Did she not pre dict:
“A day will come when men of ALL THE
PEO PLES will be united. They will be
ONE” ? (27th ap pa ri tion)

Jeannine Thiffault-Blanchette

Chris ten dom. A vig i lant prayer was the re -
sponse of the peo ple of God to the pil grim -
ages asked for by Heaven and cor re -
spond ing to the ma jor events tak ing place
at the summit of the Church, which events
in turn cor re sponded to what was an -
nounced in Life of Love re gard ing the fu -
ture of the Church and hu man ity.

The Found ress com ments on what she 
sees with the com ing of Pope John Paul I,
that is to say, a light that does not shine:
“No, there is noth ing more than the be gin -
ning of a light, like dawn.” (Id.) But the “light
of dawn” is all that is needed in this time of
suf fer ing to give birth to glory, to pre pare

the pon tif i cate of Pope John Paul II. A light
of dawn that also an nounces the ar rival of
the Lady of All Peo ples. – It is ex traor di -
nary to sud denly re al ize that this last sec -
tion of the pres ent ar ti cle was added a few
days af ter the word “dawn” had been cho -
sen as the sub ti tle and theme for this ar ti -
cle: the Dawn of the King dom. A co in ci -
dence of words with out hav ing sought it,
which shows again the Lord’s will even in
de tails. Is that fright en ing? Why not ad -
vance boldly, in com plete con fi dence,
along the paths of light?

And Pope John Paul II ar rives and says
pre cisely: “Brothers and sis ters, do not be

afraid of the com ing of Christ; ac cept his
power. Open wide the gates to Christ; do
not be afraid.” (Life of Love, vol. XV, chap. 61, p. 
445)

Dur ing those fate ful days of fall 1978,
the Lady res o lutely con tin ued to ac com -
plish her work within the Church, ha loed
by her mis sion of Co-Re demp tion which
up lifts hearts. The Lady sent by the Fa ther
so that the True Holy Spirit may come in
this Ad vent of the King dom. 

(To be con tin ued...)
Jan u ary 2, 2005

Marc Élie


