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These short se lec tions from the hymn for Pas tors, sung
dur ing the Liturgie des Heures, the French-lan guage bre -
viary, are re flected in the hymn of the Pas sion, out lin ing for us
a mag nif i cent pro gram of life:

Blest are they whom God has cho sen
To live in a world that moans
As though in pain as of its birth!
Cre ation makes its way to wards the day
When it will be said of the God of love:
He makes all suf fer ing ripen
Into fruits of peace, in lib erty,
That his Name may be sanc ti fied.
Blest are they whom God makes shine
In the eyes of throngs with out a shep herd
To win from them con fi dence in him!
In a uni verse that is more fra ter nal 
They are the fire, they are the salt.
God re calls them to his Cov e nant:
All that he wills is ac com plished
When all be comes Eu cha rist!
(Liturgie des Heures, no. 2, hymn from the Com mon of Pas tors,
pp. 1537-1538)
... Do not run along paths
Lead ing to God, with out find ing him;
Be men of to mor row.
Take his body as of now,
He bids you
To be come Eu cha rist.
(Liturgie des Heures, no. 2, hymn of the Pas sion, “Tous les
chemins...”, pp. 19-20)
Is that not the goal of a life given in its to tal ity, as was that of

Je sus who calls us to fol low Him, to stand up right un der the
trial that pu ri fies, sanc ti fies and divinizes? When a soul gives
it self up to God, He takes it, molds it, and guides it in or der to
make it a work of His choice.

God’s works are in no way like mor tal works. God fil ters out
His grace at His hour, as He thinks best. He watches over
each per son, over the his tory of the world, and He knows that
the one who sows with love, faith ful to the Church in all he un -
der takes, will be per se cuted, scoffed at. God alone is ca pa ble
of in ter ven ing and chang ing things.

The Army of Mary, guided by Heaven, was also to be at -
tacked, for a work of the mys ti cal or der could not es cape this
lot. When we look back to day upon the story of the Work, we
can see tht it scin til lates with light and that its pur est rays are
the in ter ven tions of God and Mary who de tect the “mines of
mass de struc tion” sown by ad ver sar ies of Their Work who try
to bring God Him self to heel.

THE COM BAT FORE TOLD AND RE AL IZED
And God, in 1958, had al ready iden ti fied the ad ver sar ies of

the Work as be ing His priests (Life of Love, vol. I, chap. 53) and,
as He spec i fied later on, His bish ops (id., vol. VIII, chap. 26).
More than that, the Army of Mary had hardly been founded
when Heaven gave me the name of a bishop, work ing in the
of fices of the Arch bishop of Que bec City, as be ing the “en emy 
no. 1”. Fif teen days later, proof of that was given us by the Fa -
ther Su pe rior of a re li gious com mu nity. Over the years, that
di vine in di ca tion has con stantly proven to be true, both in the
coun try and abroad, es pe cially at the Vat i can, so much so
that, dur ing our sec ond pil grim age to Eu rope, in May 1975,
glar ing proofs of this mul ti plied ev ery where we went. And
most re mark ably, the cause of our prob lems, which have
gone on in ces santly for thirty-three years, had been grasped
at that time by His Exc. Bishop Jacques Mar tin, Pre fect of the
Pa pal House hold.

In May 1975, the Army of Mary was in Rome with more than 
three hun dred Ca na dian pil grims and some Amer i cans. Our
tick ets for the gen eral au di ence had been re served for sec tion 
B. Now, we be came wit nesses to and vic tims of a most as ton -
ish ing in ci dent. The Army of Mary pil grims had just barely ar -
rived at sec tion B when the Swiss Guards im me di ately told
them to go in. Some rows had al ready been filled when the
Maj or domo ar rived shout ing, “Get out, Ca na di ans!” And while 
ev ery one doc ilely be gan to leave, while oth ers at the rear
were still en ter ing, a lively ar gu ment took place be tween the
guards. But ev ery body got out and re mained stand ing in the
aisle, while sec tion B re mained empty – ex cept for some
twenty of our mem bers who had re moved their iden ti fi ca tion
badges and were im me di ately let in – through out the whole of
the au di ence.

The pre vi ous day, late in the eve ning, His Exc. Arch bishop
Giovanni Benelli, Sub sti tute to the Sec re tar iat of State, had

tele phoned Bishop Monduzzi, Re gent of the Pre fec ture of the
Pa pal House hold, say ing to him, “The Army of Mary is not to
be named to mor row at the au di ence.” – “But that’s not pos si -
ble,” re plied Bishop Monduzzi, “His Em i nence Car di nal Roy
of Que bec has rec om mended the Army of Mary.” – “I’ll take
the re spon si bil ity,” an swered Arch bishop Benelli.

Since Bishop Monduzzi in sisted on stand ing up for the
Army of Mary, Arch bishop Benelli tele phoned the Pre fect of
the Pa pal House hold, His Exc. Bishop Jacques Mar tin, re -
peat ing ex actly what he had said to Bishop Monduzzi.

Bishop Mar tin’s re sponse was the same: “That’s not pos si -
ble; Car di nal Maurice Roy has ap proved the Army of Mary;
His Ex cel lency Bishop van Lierde has rec om mended it; the
Holy Fa ther has asked to see them.” 

“No, do what I am tell ing you. I’ll take the re spon si bil ity in
this mat ter,” re plied Arch bishop Benelli.

Ev ery thing had been “or ches trated” by Que bec, and this
was con firmed the fol low ing day by the Re gent of the Pa pal
House hold who de clared, “The Ca na dian bish ops have to be
united. That’s where the dif fi cul ties are com ing from.”

Then again, Bishop Mar tin, speak ing to Bishop van Lierde,
like wise said to him, “Tell the di rec tors of the Army of Mary to
get to the bot tom of this busi ness. Such things have never
hap pened here, and this mat ter has be come in tol er a ble.”

That was back in 1975. Since then so many things have
hap pened, al though very lit tle of what we have gone through
has been told. Yes, con stant strife! But in stead of be ing re -
volted, we have formed our mem bers to the way of giv ing, of
par don, of self-aban don ment, with the re sult that our love for
the Church has been deeply pu ri fied. That is how God draws
good from evil.. When a work co mes from God it im me di ately
causes the Ser pent to raise its head. But what power in the
grace of God, and how sweet it is to ex pe ri ence it!

THE FRUITS OF THE ARMY OF MARY
The Army of Mary was raised in the Church and for the

Church. Now, the Com mu nity of the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary was born of the Army of Mary and the lay mem bers de -
frayed the costs of philo soph i cal and theo log i cal stud ies of
more than forty priests over thir teen years. They stud ied at
the Pon tif i cal Uni ver sity, The Angelicum, in Rome. Seven of
them are de ceased or have left for other lo ca tions. There
have been new vo ca tions and the gen er ous do na tions have
never ceased, with the re sult that we have, at this time, six
can di dates wait ing to be or dained. Our deep est grat i tude to
you, proud Knights of Mary, to the vol un teer work ers in var i -
ous fields, to the men and women re li gious, for so much gen -
er os ity!

In 1958, Heaven fore told to me the cru ci fix ion to which
priests and bish ops would sub ject me. Now, since the found -
ing of the Com mu nity in 1981, the Church has been cru ci fy ing
the Sons of Mary also. It im posed on them two Ap os tolic Vis i -
tors. The first, His Exc. Bishop An to nio Ambrosanio, made
clear to Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro, the Su pe rior Gen eral, the
prime ob jec tive of his man date: “The need to find a so lu tion of
epis co pal com mu nion,” which drew from Fa ther Pi erre a com -
ment in these terms: “Con sid er ing that in the state ment of this
pri mary ob jec tive there is also men tion of the ‘dif fi cul ties of the 
Ca na dian epis co pate’, we may be per mit ted to hope that, for
all the dif fi cul ties and for any so lu tion, this same epis co pate
will be ca pa ble of pre serv ing an ‘out look of faith’ in a ‘spirit of
com mu nion’ with him who, among all the pas tors of the uni -
ver sal Church, is the ‘sign of unity’... The Church had al ready
found the rea son for so many prob lems.”

The death of Bishop Ambrosanio brought about the ap -
point ment of a sec ond Vis i tor. And the prob lems mul ti plied. If
the Church knew the whole story it would thank the Sons of
Mary for hav ing re mained si lent on so many se ri ous mat ters.
Their rec ti tude has ex as per ated some re li gious au thor i ties.
And it was upon them that the weight of the Church’s judg -
ment de scended when, four years later, it ap pointed a Pon tif i -
cal Com mis sioner, His Exc. Bishop Gilles Cazabon, who ar -
rived just at the time when two bish ops were pre par ing, in
1997, to go ahead with priestly and diaconal or di na tions in the
Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall, in On tario. Now, the new -
comer, who knew noth ing about the Sons of Mary ex cept the
prejudices that are in cir cu la tion and are fed by cal um nies,
“axed” this pro ject just when ev ery thing was ready for the cer -
e mony. What a scan dal! More dis sen sion among the bish ops, 
and the Sons of Mary had to en dure the con se quences of it.

Shortly there af ter, Bishop Cazabon paid his first vis its to
the Sons of Mary. His Ex cel lency knew noth ing about the
Com mu nity. From one house to the other he asked them,
“What is your prob lem?” And he at once re ceived in each case 
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the al most iden ti cal re ply: “The prob lem is not here, it’s with
the bish ops.”

His Exc. Bishop Eugène P. LaRocque, Bishop of Al ex an -
dria-Cornwall had care fully looked into the Sons and Daugh -
ters of Mary for five years be fore tak ing them into his di o cese
in 1993 (for the Daugh ters) and in 1996 (for the Sons). As for
His Exc. Bishop Paul Mi chael Boyle, when he was Su pe rior
Gen eral of the Passionists he had ac cepted in their large
Generalate House in Rome, in 1984, fif teen Sons of Mary so
that they could study at the Angelicum. In 1985, there were
thirty-two, in clud ing a few Brothers. Six years later, when he
was made a bishop for Ja maica, His Ex cel lency called upon
their aid, and it was with great alac rity that the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary has tened to lend him a hand.

For tu nately, the can di date “sac ri ficed” in Cornwall was or -
dained priest, in 1999, by His. Exc. Bishop Colin Camp bell,
who, hav ing looked for the truth, had also, for his part and in
1997, called upon the ser vices of the Sons of Mary for his di o -
cese. What a mar vel ous col lab o ra tion and what re spect be -
tween these three bish ops and the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary!

THE AP POINT MENT 
OF AN OTHER PON TIF I CAL COM MIS SIONER

In 2003, it was the turn of His Exc. Arch bishop Terrence
Prendergast, S.J., to be named Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for
the Sons of Mary. This is still an on-go ing busi ness...  I can re -
call so clearly what was “fore told” me a num ber of years ago
and that I did not dare be lieve: “You will be alone to the very
end, with out the sup port of the re li gious au thor ity” (book let no.
10, Lac-Etchemin, p. 104). It has all come true!

Such is the resumé of a very small part of the vi cis si tudes
amid which we have had to live for thirty-three years. One
might say, “What a waste of time!” But no, God draws good
from evil, for, in stead of be ing re volted we have formed our
mem bers to par don, and so well that our love for the Church
has been pro foundly pu ri fied.

WHEN ALL BE COMES EUCHA RIST
We are specks of dust, or better still, grains of wheat since

our bap tism, grains of wheat crushed over the years to be then 
kneaded and shaped into hosts – such is in deed the mes sage
given us by the hymns of the bre viary. Let us con sider again
these few lines ex cerpted from the hymn of the Pas sion and
the hymn for Pas tors: “Be men of to mor row... who are the fire
and the salt, that God calls to his Cov e nant: He makes all suf -
fer ing ripen, all that He wills is ac com plished when all be -
comes Eu cha rist!” (Cf. Lit urgy of the Pas sion and for Pas tors.)

THE LADY OF ALL PEO PLES
It is a good thing to know the mes sages that the Lady of All

Peo ples gave to Ida Peerdeman, in Hol land, and that speak of 
her ma ter nal ac tion and of the role that de volved upon her in
these lat ter times, all the more so since her mes sages,
spaced out be tween 1945 and 1959, are in the pro cess of to tal 
re al iza tion. On Feb ru ary 11, 1951, the Lady gave Ida a
Prayer, to the end that the world might be pro tected from cor -
rup tion, di sas ter and war, ask ing that this Prayer be spread
over the en tire world. His. Exc. Bishop Henriks Bomers,
Bishop of Haarlem, on May 31, 1996, gave his ap proval to
pub lic de vo tion to the Lady and to her Prayer. Then his suc -
ces sor, His Exc. Bishop Jo seph Punt, in Am ster dam, on May
31, 2002, rec og nized the su per nat u ral or i gin of the ap pa ri -
tions and the mes sages of the Lady of All Peo ples.

Right from the 1960s, the ad vice of Gamaliel ought to have
caused re flec tion and pre vented the in fa mous fight waged
against the Lady and which in ev i ta bly led the peo ples to ex pe -
ri ence the di sas ters, cor rup tion and wars of which the world is
more than ever a vic tim in our days. To ac cept the pro phetic
an nounce ment of bane ful events is never pleas ant, but the
con se quences of re fus ing them are much worse and more la -
men ta ble. Can any one be happy to sit down on the ru ins of
his tory af ter hav ing wit nessed the col lapse of so many em -
pires that re jected God and the evan gel i cal prin ci ples that
would have pro tected their honor and their hap pi ness?

To tally ma ter nal in her re gard for men rush ing to their ruin,
it is the Im mac u late, un der the ti tle of The Lady of All Peo ples,
who has come to warn us, to in struct us by her ac tion in this
time of the lat ter times. She has come two thou sand years af -
ter Je sus the Re deemer, at the mo ment of en ter ing the mil len -
nium re served to the Holy Spirit and her. She has re vealed ev -
ery thing. The read ing of her mes sages, at first in com pre hen -
si ble be cause pro phetic, has, all the same, opened the lit tle
and the hum ble to her ac tion as well as to the world events that 
sub se quently con firmed the au then tic ity of the mes sages.
Oh! how mar vel ous her work of sal va tion is! She will suc ceed
in her pro ject of love with the lit tle ones whom she has formed
on the cross raised by the great ones.

CE LES TIAL APO THE O SIS
The last mes sage, the 55th, which the Lady gave to the

seeress, is a sort of a ce les tial apo the o sis. Sud denly the Lady
dis ap peared. Ida re counts the fol low ing: Then there was “an
enor mous Host... Af ter this, a Chal ice ap peared... made of
mar vel ous gold. The chal ice tipped to wards me. A stream of
blood es caped from it. It poured it self out com pletely in thick
waves over the globe, sub merg ing the earth. This lasted for
quite some time, and the blood flowed in un end ing streams.
Hor ror took hold of me.

“Sud denly the vi sion... was trans formed into one of a sin -
gle, holy Host, but one so daz zling with light... Sud denly, it
was as if the Host opened up. A Fig ure emerged from it. A Per -
son who floated: Some one. His ap pear ance was so sub lime,
such power em a nated from him...

“And while I con tem plated this Be ing,... some thing in side
me im pelled me to keep think ing: ‘And yet they are TWO.’...
And sud denly, in the mid dle of Them, an in ef fa ble light burst
forth... and in this in ef fa ble light, a Dove. With the speed of
light ning it swooped down to wards the globe, in the in de scrib -
able ra di ance of such an in tense light... 

“What glory, what power, em a nated from all of that! On the
one hand, He-They, the Fig ure, float ing in the ra di a tion of his
sub lime maj esty; on the other, the world, now il lu mi nated. A
voice rang out. I heard: ‘Who eats Me and drinks Me takes
eter nal life and re ceives the True Spirit.’

“Fi nally, the Lady re ap peared in the glory which is her
own... But now I saw... the dif fer ence be tween her glory and
the other Glory, pow er ful and ma jes tic, that of the Be ing in the
float ing Fig ure.

“Joy suf fused the coun te nance of the Lady; and softly, from 
far off, she said: ‘Adieu!’ The vi sion slowly faded; and I wept.”
(cf. The Lady of All Peo ples, 55th ap pa ri tion, May 31, 1959)

This grace that ter mi nates the se ries of 55 ap pa ri tions is a
ce les tial apo the o sis con tain ing many se crets not as yet un -
veiled be cause our peo ple is not yet ready to re ceive them.
The King dom that is com ing be gins first of all in the heart of
each one.

OUR EUCHARISTIC FRESCO
The lit tle ones have un der stood; they have felt in their

hearts the mean ing of a cer tain pres ence of the Im mac u late in
the Host (Cf. Ma rie et la Très Sainte Eucharistie, pp. 92-97.) As a
preacher once said, “the lit tle ones have the the ol ogy of the
heart; they go for ward in a great sim plic ity.”

No one can imag ine what the King dom will be like. The lit tle
ones who are called upon to un veil the early be gin nings of it
have al ways the same lot, that of be ing mis un der stood,
scorned and con demned by the great dev o tees of learn ing.
But to re veal new con cepts drawn from old ones, God needs
hearts free from any con straint and of a great sim plic ity.

Thus, the lit tle ones have un der stood that the Im mac u late
is pres ent in the Host (but in a dif fer ent man ner than Je sus), in
or der to draw all the peo ples to the Eu cha rist, for each hu man
be ing must be like a grain of wheat that is ground and molded
in or der to be come Eu cha rist. To be come Eu cha rist means
let ting one self be trans formed, pu ri fied, sanc ti fied and
divinized.

It is thus that the king dom of priests will come, that the holy
na tion will arise, that na tion in which God will be loved, glo ri -
fied and adored. Sim i larly, the Im mac u late will be loved, hon -
ored, in the beau ti ful Heaven, close to Je sus, as she will be in
the Eu cha rist. Thus the peo ples are go ing to be evan ge lized,
they are go ing to unite through find ing again the evan gel i cal
val ues so nec es sary to any ap os tolic life. And na ture is go ing
to be come calm and the fe ro cious beasts mild.

A RE LI GIOUS SOUL
In clos ing, let us thank God, dear mem bers of the Army of

Mary. Let us re mem ber that the lit tle seed of wheat, placed in
the earth so long ago, ger mi nated, grew and has been trod -
den upon and bat tered by all kinds of tem pests that have
made it strong. We form a fam ily guided by Je sus and Mary
who, as of our first meet ing in 1971, have called upon us to join 
in the com bat, re mind ing us, above all, that we are all on an
equal foot ing, be we re li gious or la ity, in this sense that, in
God’s eyes, what counts be fore any thing else is hav ing a re li -
gious soul. That is the rea son why we are still ca pa ble of lov -
ing the Church and its lead ers who will never be able to take
from us this spir i tual and mys ti cal force, for, if we have the joy
of pos sess ing it, it is be cause they have caused us to merit it.

And that is also the rea son we can still re peat af ter more
than thirty years:

“The Army of Mary will be rec og nized by this sin gle trait: its
fi del ity to Rome and to the Pope.” (Sep tem ber 7, 1971)

In our ac cept ing the Cross, God has us pen e trate
His own mys tery: a re la tion ship of in ti macy.
An in fi nite uni verse, the be ing, trans fig ured,
Is en gulfed in love; o re li gion so sweet!

In the Year of the Eu cha rist, the feast of the Chair of Saint 
Pe ter, Feb ru ary 22, 2005 Mother Paul-Ma rie


