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“Af ter Je sus was bap tized, he came di -
rectly out of the wa ter. Sud denly the sky
opened and he saw the Spirit of God de -
scend like a dove and hover over him.
With that, a voice from the heav ens said,
‘This is my be loved Son. My fa vor rests on
him.’ ” (Mt 3:16-17)

The ac count of the Bap tism of the be -
loved Son re veals to us the mys tery of the
Trin i tar ian love, the mys tery of the eter nal
love of the Fa ther for the Son in a com mon
and unique Spirit of True Love, man i -
fested in the form of a dove; the mys tery
also of Je sus’ re sponse of love to the Fa -
ther, as He re ceived, through His hum ble
obe di ence, the bap tism of John and ac -
cepted, in that unique in stant in the history
of God and of men, to bear upon His
shoul ders the full bur den of the sins of hu -
man ity and thus “do all that righ teous ness
de mands”. (Mt 3:15)

Af ter two thou sand years of Chris tian -
ity, Je sus’ Bap tism in the wa ters of the Jor -
dan con tin ues to be, for ev ery man and
woman of good will, the con crete man i fes -
ta tion of God’s gra tu itous gift of love for
the sal va tion of hu man ity, per son i fied in
Je sus Christ. It is also the just as tan gi ble
sign of a call ing to the Chris tian saved in
hope to re ply to this di vine love by liv ing
the sac ra men tal grace of his Bap tism and
by striv ing with all his strength to wards the
sole goal of his life, that is to say, Christ Je -
sus.

THE CHRIS TIAN CALLING, 
A TWOFOLD VO CA TION

It is in this new and su per nat u ral con di -
tion of son or daugh ter of God that the
Chris tian is called hence forth to walk af ter
Christ by plac ing all his will and all his en -
ergy in the ser vice of the Fa ther’s will for
the build ing up of the King dom of God on
earth as in heaven.

This call to love is, by this very fact, a
call to ho li ness and also a call to par tic i -
pate in the com plete res to ra tion of the di -
vine plan in fallen man who was cre ated to
be in the im age and like ness of God.

Ho li ness and divinization, there you
have the twofold vo ca tion of man called to
walk in the foot steps of the to tal Christ
who, in this time which is our time, wishes
to en trust to the Im mac u late the per fect ing 
of the sole and unique mys tery of the
Cross, for the sanc ti fi ca tion and the
immaculization of the uni verse.

To be come “holy and im mac u late in
love”, yes, that is the true and ple nary vo -
ca tion of ev ery Chris tian who ac cepts not
only to be known by this name but also
and above all to live, un con di tion ally and
with out com pro mise, all the re al ity of be -
ing an adop ted son of God and also of
Mary.

THE MYS TERY OF THE CROSS
“To me, ‘life’ means Christ,” (Phil 1:21)

Saint Paul, the Apos tle of the Na tions, tells 
us. And it is to day, now, that the Lady of All
Peo ples, the one who once was Mary,
opens us to an un der stand ing of the
twofold mys tery of re demp tive and co-re -
demp tive love, of which the Cross of
Christ is both the sign and the seal. And it
is she, the Lady of All Peo ples, who, in
these times which are the lat ter times, in -
vites all Chris tians to co op er ate in a
Christocentric and ec u men i cal Work, so
that all peo ples may form one and the
same Com mu nity, in or der “to gather into
one all the dis persed chil dren of God”. (Jn
11:52)

Of course, ac cept ing to col lab o rate in
this sav ing Work of Christ and of the Lady
means to ac cept also and in ev i ta bly the
opposition aris ing from the scan dal of the
cross. To live in Christ then means to ac -
cept to “die with Him for the na tion”, and it
also means to ac cept to fight, with her and
to the end, the good es cha to log i cal fight of 
the Woman against the dragon for the sal -
va tion and the unity of all Peo ples. 

A SIGN THAT WILL BE OP POSED
“Your Son will be a sign that will be op -

posed” (Lk 2:34), the lit urgy of the Feast of
the Pre sen ta tion of the Lord in the Tem ple
re minds us ev ery year, echoing the proph -
ecy made by the el derly Sim eon to Mary.

Op po si tion first of all be tween those
who are “for Christ” and those who are
“against Christ”, dis tin guish ing among
these lat ter those who be lieve in the ex is -
tence of one God Cre ator from those who
do not have the faith but who strive to live
ac cord ing to the voice of their con science.

Op po si tion also be tween those who
be lieve in Christ but who, for rea sons
which the great story of hu man frailty does 
not al ways re veal, have fol lowed dif fer ent
paths of faith with his tor i cal and doc trinal
dif fer ences which are more or less great,
de pend ing on the char ac ter is tics proper
to each Chris tian con fes sion or de nom i -
na tion.

Op po si tion fi nally be tween those who,
though they pro fess the same uni ver sal
faith of the Cath o lic Church, have not al -
ways kept the same spir i tual ho ri zons, the
same open ness, the same avail abil ity or
quite sim ply have not had the same abil ity
to rec og nize the signs of the times.

There are those who cling to their
power and their au thor ity as though they
were ab so lute fi nal i ties, and those who
see in them, first of all, a duty and a ser vice 
to be ren dered out of love in the wake and
af ter the ex am ple of the Mas ter.

There are those who ac knowl edge the
pos si bil ity that God and the Im mac u late
can still in ter vene in the his tory of hu man -
ity, and those who, on the con trary and in
the name of a Rev e la tion that is closed,
have in fact muz zled them for ever. And
we could il lus trate through many more
such com par i sons just to what ex tent this
proph ecy by the el derly Sim eon is an ac -
tuality  and how it is quite likely to re main

such un til the hour of the tri umph of the
pierced Heart of the Im mac u late.

For, be yond all the var i ous as pects
which, through out his tory, can be used to
il lus trate the op po si tion proph e sied long
ago by Simeon, we must face the fact that
all this op po si tion, all this com bat have a
com mon source, in one way or an other, in
the loss of a deep aware ness of the Chris -
tian vo ca tion of lead ing a holy and im mac -
u late life in love.

THE IM MAC U LATE AND THE CROSS
This vo ca tion, all the sig nif i cance and

mys ti cal and es cha to log i cal scope of
which we can not grasp here be low, is ac -
ces si ble only in the mea sure that we fully
ac cept the mys tery of the pierced Heart
which re veals to us the indissociable unity
be tween the mys tery of the Im mac u late
and that of the Cross. For it is in con tem -
plat ing the Im mac u late and the Cross that
we can ac cept and un der stand a lit tle
better the mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion
and the mis sion of the Hand maid whose
con fig ured life ful fills and per fects the
Christocentric Work in this time which is
our time. To re ject this mis sion is to sever
from the mys tery of the Cross its nec es -
sary and ef fec tive complementarity in -
tended to give hu man ity back to God to -
tally re deemed, and thus re-es tab lish per -
fec tly His reign of love on earth as it is in
heaven. To deny this re al ity is to de prive
the men of this time and the en tire Church
of the un der stand ing and ac cep tance of
the grace of an ex traor di nary mys tery.
“Rome, seize your chance!” the Lady said
to Ida in the 38th ap pa ri tion. So many
signs of op po si tion of all kinds have arisen
since then in the Church and in the world.
What other sign must we still wait for, in or -
der to con vince our selves that Christ’s
Rev e la tion, re gard less of how closed it
might be, does not pre vent the Im mac u -
late from speak ing to us, if we are able to
lend an ear?...

THE LINK
In these times which are the lat ter times 

and in which there is so much talk of ecu -
me nism and unity, we must find again,
more than ever, that link from all eter nity
which God of fers to hu man ity, in or der to
achieve the per fect and true unity for
which Christ Him self prayed dur ing the
Last Sup per with His dis ci ples: “That all
may be one as you, Fa ther, are in me, and
I in you; I pray that they may be [one] in us,
that the world may be lieve that you sent
me.... that their unity may be com plete.”
(Jn 17:21,23)

This link pre pared from all eter nity by
the Tri une God who alone can lead the
men of the world of this time to the per fec -
tion of char ity with God and among them -
selves, is of course the Im mac u late. She
alone, the all-di vine Im mac u late, can re -
ceive for men and in their name the gift
that God made to men in the In car nate
Word for the Re demp tion. She too is the
one who, in a per fect re sponse of love,
can give back to God hu man ity re deemed
with a view to the Co-Re demp tion.

It is through her that God be came man
and it is through her that man – and this to
the very end of the world – is called in turn
to a ple nary and per fect divinization.

The link be tween men and God and the 
link be tween men them selves, the Im -
mac u late and Lady of All Peo ples con tin -
ues and per fects the great Work of “grace,
Re demp tion and peace”, of which she is

“To me, ‘life’ means Christ.” (St. Paul)
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the di vine Mes sen ger and the wise and
co-eter nal Col lab o ra tor and Ar chi tect. 

In this time which is the time of the Lady
and our time, all of us must rec og nize and
ac knowl edge this sign of the times of fered
to all the peo ples of the earth. We must be
open to and ac cept the gift of God, the
unit ing link be tween heaven and earth
which is the Work of the Lady of All Peo -
ples, for with out her there can not be any
true ecu me nism or the per fect res to ra tion
of hu man ity, called to ho li ness and to
immaculization in love.

THE LADY AND HER MES SAGES, 
A LU MI NOUS BEA CON

Ad mit tedly, the Lady, whose life and
mis sion are con fig ured in ev ery re spect to
the life and mis sion of Je sus, does not es -
cape hu man op po si tion and even less the
bat tle against the prince of this world. Just
like the Son of God, she is a sign to be op -
posed, fought against and re jected in the
world and more par tic u larly in the pres ent
Is rael of the faith which is the Church. 

How ever, for ev ery man and woman of
good will to whom it has been given to be -
lieve in the mes sages of the Lady, these
mes sages are a lu mi nous bea con along
the road of Chris tian faith in or der to give
light to the na tions, to gather to gether in
unity all the peo ples of the earth un der one 
sin gle Shep herd, Christ.

This is an op por tu nity given to the
Church of Pe ter. Will the Church be able to 
seize this op por tu nity for its own re newal
with a view to the King dom to come?
What ever the an swer will be from those
who, some day, will have to, of fi cially and
de fin i tively, in the name of Pe ter, take a
de ci sion ei ther “for” or “against” the Lady,
it is no less true that each one of us must
re main at ten tive and open to the signs of
the times, in be com ing aware of the im por -
tance of seiz ing, in a lu cid and re spon si ble
man ner, the pass ing grace.

ECU ME NISM: DRAWING CLOSER TO CHRIST
TO FIND THERE THE IM MAC U LATE

Be ing open to ecu me nism means be -
liev ing in the need for unity be tween all
peo ples and more par tic u larly the unity
be tween all Chris tians, in or der to over -
come, in the light of the truth and char ity,
all the di vi sions and all the pit falls that still
re main in the area of Chris tian faith. This
also means to ac cept to per son ally draw
closer to Christ, to His Mys tery and His
Cross, in or der to find there with Him at the
foot of the Cross, the One who once was
Mary, and John the be loved apos tle.

It is in the in ti macy of the mys tery of the
one Cross of Christ and of the Lady that
each one of us is called, through the be -
loved apos tle, to be come in creas ingly
aware of the sub lime ness of our Chris tian
vo ca tion and mis sion: Christ en trusted us
to the Im mac u late and en trusted the Im -
mac u late to us – “Woman, be hold your
son... Son, be hold your Mother”. (Jn 19:26-
27)

It is through this lov ing and fil ial re la -
tion ship with the Im mac u late that we will
reach a deeper un der stand ing of the re -
demp tive and co-re demp tive value of the
Cross, and also, like the be loved apos tle, 
take Mary into our care, so as to then be
better able to take up our cross and fol low
Christ.

This mys tery of the thought ful ness and
con sid er ation of di vine love which co mes
to the res cue of the weak ness  of men by

giv ing them Mary as a Mother, makes us
re al ize the ab so lute ne ces sity of the Im -
mac u late in our lives in or der to guide us,
sus tain us and form us at her school dur -
ing our long pil grim age here be low, which
is the same school as that of the True
Spirit, in a joy ful and lov ing wait for the glo -
ri ous re turn of Christ. Thus, in the wake of
the Lady, we too are called to live as true
sons of Abra ham and, as a re sult, the heirs 
of the Prom ise to whom God has prom ised 
to show His fa vor and give His bless ings.

THE SIGNS OF THE AU THEN TIC ITY 
OF THE WORK OF THE LADY 
IN THE LIGHT OF RE CENT EVENTS

Some might ob ject perhaps, as they did 
in Je sus’ time, that all of this is well and
good, but that the signs of the au then tic ity
of the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples are
not all that ob vi ous and that her mes sages
are still con tested by many peo ple. 

And yet, there are many events in the
life of the Found ress of the Army of Mary,
and more par tic u larly in the Work of Life of
Love, which prove the au then tic ity and
con firm the re al iza tion of the mes sages
given by the Lady of All Peo ples to Ida
Peerdeman, for Life of Love is truly the
Work of the Lady of All Peo ples. 

Fur ther more, cer tain more re cent
events, hav ing to do with the quick de par -
ture of Fa ther Benoît Picard from the Di o -
cese of Lit tle Rock in Ar kan sas – be cause
he be longed to the Work and the Com mu -
nity of the Lady –, are also a part of the
signs of the au then tic ity of a Work, the ec -
u men i cal fruits of which are al ready be gin -
ning to ap pear for the unity and the love of
the en tire Church of Christ.

FACTS, LET TERS AND TES TI MO NIALS
Among these facts, we can men tion the 

many let ters from Cath o lics – ec cle si as -
tics, re li gious and lay peo ple – who spon -
ta ne ously thought it ap pro pri ate to give
their per sonal ap pre ci a tion of the work,
ex am ple and ded i ca tion of this young
priest who was happy to serve God, the
Im mac u late and the Church.

We could also men tion, and this in a
very spe cial way, all the tes ti mo ni als from
broth ers and sis ters of other Chris tian de -
nom i na tions who, al though they do not all
have and to the same ex tent a cer tain
foun da tion in the Chris tian faith, were nev -
er the less able to rec og nize the evan gel i -
cal signs of the ac tion, the pres ence and
the love of Christ in Fa ther Benoît’s life.

We should also re mem ber all the let -
ters of com pre hen sion and sup port from
other wit nesses and friends with whom
Fa ther Benoît had a fra ter nal and spir i tual
friend ship and who, al though they did not
share the same faith in Christ, were able to 
see in him a ser vant of God liv ing with gen -
er os ity and love in con for mity with his val -
ues, his vo ca tion and his faith.

All these facts and so many oth ers,
kept secret for the mo ment, are also, in a
cer tain way, a part of the signs of Je sus,
signs which He Him self gave long ago to
the men of His time for the de light of the lit -
tle and the hum ble and for the in credu -
lous ness of the wise and the learned. The
same is still true to day, for while giv ing to
all the pos si bil ity of see ing and ac cept ing
the re al ity of His Work of love, He is able to
dis tin guish in ad vance be tween those
who see and those who, even with their
eyes, do not see...

A STERN WARNING
Yet the Lord gave a stern warn ing to the 

sons of Is rael of yes ter day, just as He
does to those of to day. He railed against the 
cit ies of Chorazin, Bethsaida and
Capernaum which had re ceived more
than their share of graces and bless ings in
the past. He con fronted them and set
them against the sin ful cit ies of Tyr and
Sidon and even Sodom, re mind ing them
that if these for mer did not con vert, they
would  face a much harsher fi nal des tiny
than the lat ter. 

To the sons of Is rael of for mer times
who re ceived so much, just like the sons of 
the Church to day who do not cease ask ing 
for a sign, the Lord gave them only the
signs of Jonas and Sol o mon, in or der to
show them their hard ness of heart and to
warn them that they would be con demned
at the Fi nal Judg ment if they did not con -
vert.

The Lord gave the ex am ple of Nineva,
the sin ful city that was con verted as a re -
sult of Jonas’ preach ing, and that of the
Queen of Sheba who, al though she knew
noth ing of the faith of Is rael, sought out,
from the con fines of the earth, the wis dom
of Sol o mon, in or der to re mind them that,
from all times, the signs of God are al ways
as pow er ful as they are el o quent and, fur -
ther more, al ways greater than Jonas and
Sol o mon.

A LU MI NOUS VIEW POINT FROM WHICH TO
READ THE UN DER LAY OF HIS TORY

It is from this lu mi nous view point of
faith, hope and char ity that each and ev ery  
one of us must re read all that underlays
the story of the Work of the Lady of All
Peo ples and more par tic u larly the re cent
events sur round ing the de par ture of Fa -
ther Benoît from Ar kan sas.

As re gret ta ble and not very ed i fy ing as
this short page of ecclesial his tory may
have been on the hu man level, it is nev er -
the less true that, once again, God will be
able to draw good from evil, to see that it
will all con trib ute to His greater glory and
to the greater good of the men and women
who seek Him with a sin cere heart.

Be yond any judg ment of val ues and all
hu man or spir i tual con sid er ations, this dis -
missal of Fa ther Benoît has per haps been
seen by some as a con crete ges ture of
sol i dar ity in ecclesial com mu nion with a
con tested epis co pal col le gi al ity; but it has
also been for many Cath o lics and non-
Cath o lics alike the op por tu nity to re al ize
the deep op po si tion that ex ists within a di -
vided king dom which can no lon ger rec og -
nize a good tree through its good fruit.

In the facts, and in spite of the rather
ques tion able ac tions which were the
cause of Fa ther Benoît’s re turn to Can -
ada, this en tire sit u a tion, in it self quite un -
for tu nate, be sides giving rise to a great
com mu nion of faith and fra ter nal char ity
among Fa ther Picard’s friends and ac -
quain tances, also prompted an other re -
read ing by one and all, with out dis tinc tion
of be liefs or re li gious com mu nion, of the
signs of the times, and a com mon aware -
ness of the ne ces sity of an ecu me nism
that is well un der stood but, above all, well
lived in an up surge of re newed love, un der 
the in flu ence of the mys tery of the Cross,
in the in ti macy of Christ, the Im mac u late
and the be loved dis ci ple.
Feb. 4, 2005 Fr. Pi erre Mastropietro

IN MEMORIAM
We wish to ex press our sin cer est con do -
lences to the fam i lies who have lost a
loved one. Be fore the re al ity of death,
may Chris tian hope be a source of com -
fort and peace.

BEAUDETTE, Noël la Lab bé - Sher bro oke

BEAUDRY, Ro bert - Lac-Etche min
BÉDARD, Mar gue rite - Mon treal
CHARTRAND, Marie-Laure - Tim mins, ON
CLAUDE, Do ris - Re pen ti gny
DUBÉ, Alice - Saint-Hya cinthe
ÉMILE, Agnes - Mon treal
GRATIAS, Pau lette - Royat, France
HAGAN, Ro bert Edward - Owens bo ro, KY

HURTUBISE, Irène - Mon treal
KISHKA, Jeanne - Lac-Etche min
MATHIEU, Fran çois - St-Théo phile, Beauce
MICHAUD, Jeanne - Lac-Etche min
PLOURDE, Yvette - Edmuns ton, N.B.
SÉVIGNY, Gé rard - East Angus
VICTOR, Andrée - New York, N.Y.
VIGNOLA, Alphon sine - Ri mous ki


