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“He who acts in truth co mes 
into the light, to make clear
that his deeds are done in
God.” (Jn 3:21)

Mother Paul-Ma rie would
have liked to have pub lished
ac counts of the beau ti ful
things we were liv ing in Hot
Springs, but she would not do 
it be cause she knew that it
would have marked the end
of my apostolate in that beau -
ti ful part of the coun try. In
fact, as soon as our good
works are made known,
there is a gen eral out cry
against us. How ever, my de -
par ture opened the way for
such a pub li ca tion.

When I ar rived in Ar kan -
sas in Oc to ber 1998, my
health was pre car i ous. My
only task was to cel e brate
Mass and then to rest. That
was all! I lived like a her mit in
a mo bile home a stone’s
throw away from the con vent
of the good Sis ters of Our
Lady of Char ity, whose chap -
lain I was pleased to be. I had
great de sires in my heart for
the good of souls, but I had to
ac cept not be ing able to do as 
much as I would have liked
to. It was in prayer and un der
the in flu ence of Je sus in the
ta ber na cle that cer tain pro -
jects came into ex is tence.

From the very be gin ning
of my min is try as chap lain at
the con vent, the Sis ters,
thirst ing for spir i tu al ity, asked 
me to give con fer ences to the 
en tire Com mu nity. That was
too much for my lim ited
strength. I of fered to give a
short hom ily ev ery day,
which was im me di ately ac -
cepted. A short time later, the
peo ple from out side the con -
vent be gan to also man i fest
their thirst... That is how I be -
gan giv ing spir i tual talks ev -
ery Sat ur day, con tin u ing to
do so as long as my health
per mit ted. Sub se quently, I
was asked to preach a three-
day re treat once a year. My
apostolate was spread ing
slowly and at tract ing souls.

THE YEAR OF THE JU BI LEE
OF THE RE DEMP TION

In the year 2000, the year
of the Great Ju bi lee of the

Re demp tion, in re sponse to
the Holy Fa ther’s ap peal to
make of this Ju bi lee year an
“in tensely Eucharistic” one, I
was the hum ble in stru ment in 
the open ing of a per pet ual
ad o ra tion chapel. There
would be so many ep i sodes
to re count! The devil must
have sensed all the good the
Eu cha rist, adored and loved,
would ac com plish in souls.
What beau ti ful fruits in such a 
short time! At the be gin ning, I
had the joy of wel com ing a di -
vi sion leader in the cha pel’s
or ga ni za tion chart who was
the Pas tor of a Char is matic
Epis co pa l Church. It was not
long be fore he and his fam ily
(4 peo ple) were con verted.
One of his sons is now study -
ing the ol ogy in or der to be -
come a priest. Yes, there
were so many con ver sions
and so many souls were
warmed and con soled by the
Eucharistic Je sus!

One might be sur prised to
see with what care I made
sure to ob serve the li tur gi cal
norms and to pro mote all that
was writ ten in the doc u ments
of the Church, in par tic u lar
those deal ing with the Eu -
cha rist. That was not by pure
chance! It was be cause de -
vo tion to the Eu cha rist in all
its forms is the source, cen ter
and sum mit of the life of the
Knights of Mary and the
mem bers of the Com mu nity
of the Lady of All Peo ples,
and has been since the very
found ing of the Army of Mary.

EUCHARISTIC PRO CES SIONS
At the same time as the

cha pel opened, I was the in -
sti ga tor of a Eucharistic pro -
ces sion which has since be -
come an an nual tra di tion in
Hot Springs. It was a first for
that city. On the feast of Cor -
pus Christi, we walked for
one hour, go ing from one
par ish to the next where
bene dic tion was then held,
and the crowd proudly pro -
claimed its faith in the
Eucharistic Je sus. (One year
the crowd was es ti mated at
be ing be tween 500-600 faith -
ful.) What a prac ti cal means
of spread ing the faith. The

first year, given the pro por -
tion this event had taken and
its great time li ness, Bishop
Sartain ac cepted to carry the
Blessed Sac ra ment him self.
The peo ple whom we passed 
along the path of the pro ces -
sion en quired about the
Cath o lic faith. Over the
years, the pro ces sion drew
more and more peo ple, some 
of whom even came from
neigh bor ing States. I hope
that in this Year of the Eu cha -
rist, it will be a tri umph. In fact, 
I do not doubt this, for the
many col lab o ra tors who
helped me pre pare ev ery -
thing were well formed in or -
der to be able to carry on
even if I were not avail able,
for I knew that one day I
would be ousted. I am even
sur prised that I was not dis -
missed from the di o cese
sooner, for, towards the end
of Jan u ary 2005, Bishop
Sartain told the Sis ters of Our 
Lady of Char ity that he had
been think ing about it for
almost two years. For my part 
and with out dis obey ing, I al -
ways con tin ued to do good.
That was my great thirst: the
sal va tion of souls! How many 
of them were lost and are still
be ing lost be cause a prov i -
den tial Work given by
Heaven for our time was re -
fused them?

If it was not pos si ble to
make known the Work and to
spread it, I con soled my self,
at least, at the thought that
my work was not en tirely sty -

mied, and I tried to give God
to souls as much as I could.

Pres ently, the per son nel
of the Ad o ra tion Cha pel or -
ga nizes a cer e mony ev ery
year to com mem o rate the
open ing. A great many peo -
ple par tic i pate in it and the
Knights of Co lum bus form an
honor guard ac com pa ny ing
the dais of the Eucharistic Je -
sus. Within the con text of
these an ni ver sary cel e bra -
tions, there is a triduum of
prayer with spe cial Masses
an i mated by young peo ple
who have taken the time to
learn beau ti ful hymns in four-
part har mony.  The thought
also came to me to pre pare,
with the par tic i pa tion of the
choir from Hot Springs Vil -
lage, some 18 miles away, a
Eucharistic con cert which
brought to gether the dif fer ent 
par ishes in our dis trict. That
was a first for the city of Hot
Springs! Af ter wards, the
choir di rec tor told me how
much he had ap pre ci ated
this ex pe ri ence.

IN TER RE LI GIOUS GATH ER INGS
Modeling my ac tion on

that of Pope John Paul II, I
con ceived the pro ject of an
in ter re li gious gath er ing pre -
ceded by a vigil of prayer, a
pro ject which be came a re al -
ity on Jan u ary 23-24, 2002.
What beau ti ful col lab o ra tion
on the part of the priests in
the city, and what a beau ti ful
open ness on the part of the
faith ful from other re li gions!
Prov i den tially, a lady from
the Jew ish re li gion, Mrs.
Mary Watermann, was pres -
ent, and we quickly be came
friends. On the fol low ing
March 15, she asked me to
par tic i pate in the city’s cul -
tural and in ter re li gious com -
mit tee that was or ga niz ing an 
in ter re li gious cel e bra tion for
Sep tem ber 11, 2002, the an -
ni ver sary date of the col lapse 
of the World Trade Cen ter
tow ers. In spite of the hor ror
that such a ter ror ist act in -
spired in us, it was re ally an
op por tu nity to work to wards
the unity and har mony of all
re li gions. It was as though my 
ap os tolic dreams aimed at
unity in the har mony of hearts 
were be com ing a re al ity.

EC U MEN I CAL MEET INGS
At the same time that this

was tak ing place and given
that the mem bers of sev eral
Protestant Churches did not
want to mix with peo ple from
other re li gions, I thought to
my self that ec u men i cal
meet ings (that is, be tween
Chris tians only) needed to be 

Father Benoît with the Sis ters
of Our Lady of Charity

The Ad o ra tion Cha pel
at the Sis ters of Our Lady of Charity

June 13, 2004 - Eucharistic
Procession
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or ga nized. So I be gan to con -
tact sev eral re li gious lead ers
in the city. I would have liked
to in vite all of them, but my
health and the time avail able
only per mit ted me to get in
touch with a cer tain num ber,
al ways too few for my lik ing.
Sub se quently, ev ery year at
Thanksgiving, we would get
to gether for a cel e bra tion
open to all Chris tians in the
city of Hot Springs and sur -
round ing dis tricts. We were
good col lab o ra tors for each
other, in or der to pro mote a
spirit of open ness and spir i -
tual friend ship. And once
again, what beau ti ful fruit!

Fol low ing upon the im pe -
tus of these meet ings, my
good Lu theran friend, Mrs.
Betty Corcoran, would ac -
com pany me when, af ter
Sunday Mass, I would visit
the dif fer ent Churches in the
city. In the United States
there are more than 33,000
re li gious de nom i na tions and
more than 50 dif fer ent
Churches in the city of Hot
Springs alone. I thought it
was high time that the broth -
ers in Je sus Christ which we
are, should tighten the vis i ble 
bonds of their unity. The ma -
jor ity of these Churches wel -
comed us quite warmly. Of -
ten the Pas tor, who could not
miss me sit ting in the gath er -
ing be cause I al ways wore
my re li gious habit (white with
the blue scap u lar), would ask 
me to ad dress the gath er ing.
On more than one oc ca sion, I 
was deeply touched to see
the open ness of heart and
mind of these peo ple and the
beau ti ful ap os tolic work be -
ing ac com plished in these
Churches. I gave thanks to
God who per mit ted that our
paths should cross in the light 

of ecu me nism.

MARIAN APOSTOLATE
At home, I took plea sure,

pe ri od i cally, in vis it ing the
chil dren from the pre school
and pri mary grades at Saint
Mi chael’s school, in au gu -
rated and run by the Sis ters
of Our Lady of Char ity. Sis ter
Mary Thomas, the school
prin ci pal, asked me to found
a Mar ian Cen ter for the chil -
dren. If you had seen how
well our lit tle an i ma tor looked
af ter things! The Pil grim Vir -
gin, the con se cra tion to
Mary, the ro sary of ten, there
was such fer vor among
these chil dren. The Sis ters
con trib uted greatly to this
through their love and their
in tel li gent and ded i cated col -
lab o ra tion. At the end of the
first year, with out our hav ing
re quested any thing or al -
luded to any thing of the kind,
five chil dren from among the
twenty or so who par tic i pated 
in our weekly meet ings,
asked to be come Cath o lics.
Four of them even had the
ap proval of their par ents,
while the par ents of the fifth
changed her school to re -
move her from our in flu ence.
The poor lit tle girl wept so
much! I told her not to re bel
and to obey her par ents with
love. Later, if that was still her 
de sire, God would see that it
be ful filled.

THE FRUITS OF THE APOS TOLATE
I also con trib uted greatly

to spread ing an au then tic
Mar ian de vo tion. One day,
the nun who was the prin ci pal 
of Saint John’s school in the
neighboring par ish asked me 
if I could visit their classes
twice a week to speak to the
chil dren. As that was too
much for me, I sug gested
that, in stead, the Blessed Vir -
gin be al lowed to go first. She
would ac com plish the work
of con ver sion and fos ter in
them a deep love of God. The 
Pil grim Vir gin, in tro duced in
the class rooms at the rate of
one class room a week, kept
her prom ises. In a short
while, the stu dents, sup -
ported by re cep tive teach ers, 
be gan say ing the ro sary ev -
ery day. Cer tain Protestant
teach ers were even quite in -
ter ested by this, to the point
of man i fest ing a re newed in -
ter est in the Cath o lic Church.
The Vir gin was to visit ev ery
class room in the school be -
fore go ing to the fam i lies of

chil dren who would have first
ob tained per mis sion from
their par ents, stop ping there
long enough for a no vena.
How ever, the teach ers in -
sisted on having the Vir gin
visit each class room a sec -
ond time, and their re quest
was heard. They were be gin -
ning to taste the many fruits
of Mary’s pres ence and they
wanted to ben e fit from it even 
more. In the mean time, a
grow ing in ter est on the part
of the moth ers and teach ers
brought them to ask me for
more in for ma tion on Mar ian
de vo tion. At a meet ing with a
dozen of them, I sug gested
they read True De vo tion to
the Blessed Vir gin Mary and
The Im i ta tion of Christ, tell ing 
them that we would talk
about it af ter they had read
them. Of course, such a Mar -
ian ad vance would not go un -
no ticed. That is why I warned
the la dies at that time that the
En emy would at tempt to claw 
at or take hold of ev ery thing.
And, in fact, it was not long
be fore that hap pened.

This move ment of the
hearts grew so quickly and
so well that sev eral of these
la dies man i fested the de sire
to know more. A par ish meet -
ing was sug gested. Over fifty
peo ple at tended and they
were so en thu si as tic that
they re quested that such
meet ings be organized fre -
quently.
THE PIL GRIM VIR GIN

The par ish priest, whom I
deeply ap pre ci ate, had
bless ed the apostolate of the
Pil grim Vir gin in the school.
He be came most re cep tive
when he saw the very good
and re mark able fruits. There
was even an ar ti cle in the
diocesan Cath o lic pa per,
showing two young chil dren
who, with out hav ing been so -
lic ited by any one, were pray -
ing the ro sary be fore a statue
of Saint Fran cis dur ing re -
cess. These dear young chil -
dren wanted to save souls.
One of them be longed to a
Protestant Church, but he
was just as fer vent as his
Cath o lic com pan ion. There -
fore, the par ish priest con -
sented to pro pose the Pil grim 
Vir gin to the whole par ish. Al -
ready at that point, there was
no lon ger ques tion of my be -
ing in vited for its en throne -
ment. In spite of that and at a
dis tance, I en cour aged the

Mar ian vic to ries. Three more
Pil grim Vir gins had to be or -
dered to sat isfy the re quests.
How ever, it all had to be done 
with out any ref er ence to the
Army of Mary which was now
be ing seen as a “bête noire”.
The book let pub lished by the
Work which ac com pa nied
the Vir gin in her vis its had to
be re moved be cause there
was men tion of the Army of
Mary in two places in side: the 
copy right and the Army of
Mary’s ral ly ing hymn. I had
never thought that this might
pose a prob lem since no one
knew this hymn any way.
What a mis take! The au thor i -
ties in ter vened to re move the
book lets and a new one was
dis trib uted that was “more
adapted”.

An other pro ject was de -
vel oped in prep a ra tion for the 
an ni ver sary of the proc la ma -
tion of the dogma of the Im -
mac u late Con cep tion: or ga -
niz ing Mar ian pro ces sions
with the dais of the Vir gin of
the Apoc a lypse. Knowl edge
of  Our Lady had to be spread, 
since it is through her that
true peace will come. Thus,
two can dle light pro ces sions
il lu mi nated the streets of Hot
Springs, giv ing us an op por -
tu nity to make known the Im -
mac u late to our Protestant
breth ren. The first pro ces -
sion took place at the Sis ters
of Our Lady of Char ity. It was
re ally a first, for as far back as 
one could re mem ber, noth -
ing like that had ever been
seen in Hot Springs. There
must have been over 100
par tic i pants. That greatly
surprised me. The sec ond
pro ces sion started at Saint
Mary’s church and brought
to gether all the Cath o lics and 
sym pa thiz ers in the city. A far 
greater num ber of peo ple
par tic i pated in that pro ces -
sion. Peo ple would come to
their win dows to watch the
Vir gin all lit up pass by. Along
with the rec i ta tion of the ro -
sary, Mar ian hymns were
sung, and par tic u larly the
Ave Maria of Lourdes dur ing
which ev ery one raised his
can dle heav en ward as a sign 
of fer vor and love.

A short time later, the prin -
ci pal of Saint John’s school
ob tained per mis sion to or ga -
nize a third Mar ian pro ces -
sion to be held dur ing the
day, this time, around the
par ish church. Led by the

Sept. 21, 2004 - In ter na tional Day of
Peace

Who will have the joy of
car ry ing the statue?

From left to right: Pas tor
Cheryl Batts (no de nom i na -
tion); Rabbi Vicki Hol lander,
Jew ish; Mrs. Su san Driggers,
choir di rec tor, Com mu nity of
Christ; Mr. Ron Shef field,
guest speaker; Rev. Wil liam
T. Da vis, Roanoke Bap tist;
Mrs. Mona Moustaffa, Mus -
lim; Rev. Bill Seitz, West min -
ster Pres by te rian; Mrs. Judy
Heikes, Bahá’í; Rev. Boyce
Rog ers, Com mu nity of Christ;
Rev. Jim Benfer, First United
Meth od ist Church; at the mi -
cro phone, Mr. Kent Myers,
City Ad min is tra tor for Hot
Springs; hid den at the back on 
the right, Fa ther Benoît Pi -
card.

The Pil grim Vir gin with the Grade 8 class at Saint John
School.  To the right: young peo ple pre par ing to carry the
dais of Our Lady of the Apoc a lypse.
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young peo ple from the Grade 
8 class, all the stu dents in the
school par tic i pated in the
pro ces sion; they were about
200. The children were so
happy that the good Sis ter
prin ci pal hoped to be able to
do this ev ery month, but then 
my de par ture from Hot
Springs was an nounced be -
fore the end of the fol low ing
month.

SIS TER FAUSTINA
Since the be at i fi ca tion of

Sis ter Faustina, the apos tle
of Di vine Mercy, I have al -
ways tried to spread this de -
vo tion, to the point that there
was a sol emn no vena ev ery
year in the Ad o ra tion Cha pel
as Je sus had re quested of
the Saint and as Pope John
Paul II asked of the Church.
That must be the rea son why
the Knights of Co lum bus

asked that the im age of Di -
vine Mercy which had been
blessed by the Pope and had
trav elled through out the Di o -
cese of Lit tle Rock be kept
per ma nently in Saint Mi -
chael’s Ad o ra tion Cha pel. I
was to have pre sided over
that cer e mony, along with a
rep re sen ta tive from the
State, but it took place in the
cha pel of the Sis ters of Our
Lady of Char ity four days af -
ter my de par ture.

I hope that the ap os tolic
works which God per mit ted
me to pro mote in this blessed
land of Ar kan sas will pro vide
as much last ing joy as they
gave me in launch ing them. I
had other pro jects in mind
such as found ing fam ily Cen -
ters, pro pos ing mar riage
prep a ra tion courses and
courses on the spir i tu al ity of

mar riage, etc. Be sides, I was
al ready col lab o rat ing with
other re li gious lead ers to
come to the aid of fam i lies in
dis tress in the city.

I thank God for all He per -
mit ted and es pe cially for the
good that may have been ac -
com plished, but also for the
crosses which tested and
con se crated the qual ity of the 
gift. I know that the gen er ous
souls that took over will con -
tinue the work that was be -
gun. So much more light
would have ra di ated if I had
not al ways had ob sta cles in
my path, set up by those who
take to back room deal ings
and who never come to the
light, and if the back door
through which I had to pass
had been left more than sim -
ply ajar! How ever, of all the
places in which I have been

called to serve since my or di -
na tion to the priest hood, Hot
Springs was the most open to 
the ap os tolic po ten tial of the
Work, with the re sults which
you can see for your selves.
What ra di ance there will be
when not only will a door be fi -
nally left wide open to the
Work of the Lady of All Peo -
ples but that, be sides, it will
be the front door!

I had asked the Lord for
the con ver sion of Hot
Springs. I knew there would
be a price to pay... With my
de par ture or dered by the Au -
thor ity, I be lieve that God, in
His in fi nite kind ness, made
me un der stand that far from
hav ing re fus ed my hum ble
prayer, He has ac cepted it.
To Him all glory be given!

Fa ther Benoît Picard,
a Son of Mary

 Since the found ing the Army of Mary and for the sanc ti fi -
ca tion of its mem bers, the pro gram of life re quested of the
Knights of Mary has con sisted es sen tially in in te rior re form,
be cause one can not re ally be ef fec tive in the apostolate if one
has not emp tied one self of self in or der to leave all the room to
Je sus and Mary.

This im por tant work which must be be gun anew ev ery day
is ac com pa nied by the ac cep tance of the tri als and trib u la tions
that are a part of any life. Thus, from the very be gin ning, the
Knights of Mary were formed to ac cept the crosses, know ing
that they were an op por tu nity “to el e vate one self, to tran scend 
what is hu man in or der to ac cede to a su pe rior world where all 
is grace, thus al low ing us en try within the mys tery of God”.
And we are better able to un der stand Saint Paul’s words when

he de clares: “God chose those whom the world con sid ers ab -
surd to shame the wise; he sin gled out the weak of this world
to shame the strong” (1 Cor 1:27).

Thus, Fa ther Benoît’s at ti tude at the time he was asked to
leave the di o cese was par tic u larly ed i fy ing. Hav ing im me di -
ately ac cepted the Bishop’s de ci sion, he urged the en tire pa ro -
chial com mu nity of Hot Springs to do the same, thus pre dis -
pos ing souls to as cend to God.

If Fa ther Benoît Picard’s re cent tri als were elab o rated upon
in the pa per, this was done, first of all, out of a con cern for the
truth, given that these events are the bear ers of light and les -
sons which con trib ute to in creas ing our love of God. In fact,
such an at ti tude can not be im pro vised, but is, rather, the fruit
of a long pro cess of in te rior re form, marked by the cross from
the mo ment of his or di na tion.

In the de sire to help our mem bers to al ways ac cept their tri -
als, we are pre sent ing here Fa ther Benoît’s ac count of a few
events re lated to his or di na tion.

Sr. Chantal B.

Fa ther Benoît Picard’s Ac count

In 1990, as I and a few Sons of Mary were pre -
par ing to be or dained to the priest hood by His
Ex cel lency Most Rev er end Mario Peressin,
Arch bishop of L’Aquila in It aly, this lat ter en -
quired, fol low ing the nor mal pro ce dures set
out in Canon Law, if the Arch bishop in my
home di o cese had any ob jec tions to the or di na tion of this fu -
ture can di date to the priest hood. His Em i nence Car di nal Paul
Grégoire was in charge of the Arch di o cese of Mon treal at the
time. It should be noted that nei ther the Car di nal nor his sec re -
tary knew me in any way. I had never met them and they had
never con tacted me, even once, ei ther by tele phone, fax or
other means. It is sur pris ing, is n’t it, that at a time when the
Church is short of priests, cer tain Princes of the Church, con -
trary to the pre scrip tions of ec cle si as ti cal law, the doc u ments
of the Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil and the ori en ta tion of the Gos -
pel, should re ject a can di date a pri ori by at tempt ing to pre vent
his or di na tion. I could say much more in this re gard. His Em i -
nence Car di nal Paul Grégoire’s let ter is on the right.
As an ex am ple, here is the “spe cial treat ment” that was meted
out to me in Oc to ber 1991 when, as a newly or dained priest, I
was in my fam ily to cel e brate that happy event. As prom ised,
the Arch bishop called the par ish priest in my home par ish –
this priest knew me very well – to give him the or der to for bid
me from preach ing and hear ing con fes sions. Thus, at my first
Mass with my fam ily which is fairly large, with out my hav ing
any other fault than that of be ing a Son of Mary, it was a rel a tive 
who was a priest who gave the hom ily.
But that was n’t all. Dur ing this same so journ, a young priest, a
friend of Fa ther Normand For est, O.FF.M. who had been  or -
dained at the same time I was and who was also vis it ing his

His Em i nence Car di nal Grégoire’s Let ter 
to His Exc. Arch bishop Peressin

V/Ref. N. 54/90         Jan u ary 30, 1990

Your Ex cel lency:

In a let ter dated Jan u ary 10, 1990,
you in formed me of your in ten tion to con fer
Holy Or ders upon Mr. Benoît Picard, orig i -
nally from the Di o cese of Mon treal. Thus, you
have so lic ited the usual rec om men da tions.

I re gret to have to in form you that it 
is not pos si ble for me to rec om mend this can -
di date re ceive Holy Or ders be cause he is fol -
low ing a course in op po si tion to the in struc -
tions of the Church of Mon treal and of Que bec.

Fur ther more, it is my duty to em pha -
size that if this young man were to re quest a
ju ris dic tion within the Di o cese of Mon treal,
it would not be granted to him.

Sin cerely yours, in the Lord,

(Signed) + Paul Car di nal Grégoire
Arch bishop of Mon treal

(Signed) Neil Wil lard, P.H., V.E.
Chan cel lor

______________________
His Exc. Arch bishop 
Mario Peressin
Arch bishop of L�Aquila

Fr. Benoît

A Mass?... 
“You Will Be Sus pended...” 

(An arch bishop to one of his par ish priests)


