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You re main high in my es teem, and I re -
peat that I truly re gret that we could not
share more time to gether and per haps be -
come closer earthly friends.  Af ter all,
even Je sus had John and the other dis ci -
ples.  At the same time, I re spect your per -
sonal con vic tions.
Those of us com mit ted to ec u men i cal
think ing will long re mem ber and ap pre ci -
ate your min is try in Hot Springs.  You, as I 
have said be fore, are truly re mark able.
I con tinue to pray for you daily; if you
ever re turn to Hot Springs for a visit, I

should very much like to see you.
In Chris tian love, Dale

From Bill Seitz, As sis tant Pas tor, 
West min ster Pres by te rian Church 

Jan u ary 26, 2005

Hello, My Friend!  
I must ad mit my ig no rance as to all that
has hap pened in your life. I knew that you
had left sud denly and I was taken quite by 
sur prise by the news, but I had no idea the 
ex tent!  Thanks for these ar ti cles!

Through our dis cus sions it be came quite
clear to me what kind of man you are − a
truly ded i cated man with a good, strong
spir i tual heart. Your ev ery word, your
thought pro cesses and your pres ence all
tes tify to this.  I say this to let you know
that lives out side your par ish have been
touched by your de sire to build God’s
king dom... and I live in grat i tude for all
you have done to strengthen all God’s chil -
dren in Hot Springs.  May God’s love and
light di rect your path. You are in my
prayers. Bill Seitz

Other let ters of grat i tude are still be ing re ceived by Fa ther
Benoît Picard and the sec re tar iat of the Work.

We mar vel when we see all these peo ple of var i ous re li gious
de nom i na tions de fend ing in such a way a cause that is dear to
them. Un for tu nately, for lack of space, we can not pub lish all

these let ters.
Fa ther Benoît left the di o cese with out there be ing any con -

tempt or bit ter ness, en cour ag ing those he left be hind, urg ing
them to ac cept the Church’s de ci sion taken by the Bishop of
Lit tle Rock.

A Help ing Hand
We, the Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity in Ar kan sas would like

to take the op por tu nity to pub licly ex press our grat i tude to Fa -
ther Ben e dict Picard for the won der ful ser vice he ren dered to us
Sis ters as well as to the peo ple in the com mu nity of Hot Springs.
Dur ing the six years he was our chap lain, he did not con fine
him self to the min is try of the Sis ters of the mon as tery only; he
saw the many peo ple who were look ing for spir i tual di rec tion
and spared nei ther his time nor his tal ents to help those who
came to him, at tempt ing to bring ev ery one he came in con tact
with closer to the Lord. No one was re fused con fes sion or coun -
sel ing at any time. It was not un com mon for Fa ther to skip a
meal or an event in or der to give some one a help ing hand.

His dream was to con vert the whole of Hot Springs. His good
ad vice, con fer ences, hom i lies, coun sel ing (with out men tion ing

his good ex am ple), all were the great est help for a better way of
en cour ag ing us to a more gen er ous ef fort to re form our selves.
Our mon as tery be came a place where we could un der stand and
help each other better. The com mu nity of Hot Springs also bene -
fited in so many ways. The beau ti ful pro ces sions, the ec u men i cal
di a logues, the reach ing out to the com mu nity at large, in par tic u -
lar through the open ing of the Ad o ra tion Cha pel, all showed Fa -
ther’s love and ded i ca tion to those around him.

Fa ther has in deed touched the lives of count less peo ple. We
will miss him, but are grate ful for the op por tu nity of hav ing him
here in Hot Springs for the six years he was here. We pray that we
may con tinue to ben e fit from his gen er ous giv ing of self through
our con tin ued at tempts to grow in our love through the ser vice
of oth ers.  Sin cerely,
Feb ru ary 3, 2005

Sis ter Theresa Ma rie Lalancette, Su pe rior

The Year of the Eu cha rist
It was with an un con cealed joy that the

mem bers of the Com mu nity of the Lady of
All Peo ples wel comed the news and the
gift of the Year of the Eu cha rist. What a
mar vel ous Pope is John Paul II! He is the
Pon tiff of many ac com plish ments. In the
midst of an his tor i cal frame work dark ened 
by the pride and sin of man who cuts him -
self off from God, he an nounces that a
dawn of Light and Peace is def i nitely ris ing 
be fore hu man ity. This year is like the log i -
cal fol low-up and the sum mit of a well-es -
tab lished plan1 that will lead the Church to
the spring time that has been an nounced
and glimpsed. It would seem, once again,
that with this Year, the Holy Fa ther is re -
spond ing to the Lady’s  wishes.

The Lady of All Peo ples tells us: “ ‘The
time has now ar rived. The time is here....
Be fore the Lord Je sus Christ re turned to
the Fa ther, and be fore the Sac ri fice of the
Cross be gan, the Lord Je sus Christ gave
to all the peo ples of the earth the gift of the
daily mir a cle.’ Lowering her gaze, she
seems to be search ing for some thing on
the globe. Her voice is slow, ques tion ing.
It is only af ter a long si lence that she says,
‘How many are there for whom this great
mir a cle... is re ally lived? They dis re gard it,
dis dain ing the great mir a cle. The daily
Sac ri fice must be re-es tab lished in the
midst of this cor rupted world.’ Looking far
off, the Lady de clares: ‘And now I am
speak ing to the Holy Fa ther: “You have al -
ready done much. The Lady of All Peo ples 
asks you once again, at this mo ment, to
hold firm and to com plete all that re mains
to be fin ished.” ’ ” (45th ap pa ri tion, March 20,
1953)

How good it is to think that the God of
im mor tal beauty who never tires of of fer -
ing His Love and His for give ness will
come, trans forming all things. It is through
the Eu cha rist, the source and sum mit of

Chris tian life, that God will trans fig ure our
time. It will be like a dream be come re al ity
and the ful fill ment of an cient proph e cies.

In the con text of the Year of the Eu cha -
rist, a re cent de cree of the Ap os tolic Pen i -
ten tiary, dated De cem ber 25, 2004, in an -
swer to the Holy Fa ther’s de sire, of fered a
ple nary in dul gence in or der to pro mote
pub lic and pri vate de vo tion to the Blessed
Sac ra ment. Pope John Paul II thus de -
sires that all the faith ful ac quire a deeper
knowl edge of and a more in tense love for
the in ef fa ble “Mys tery of the faith”, draw -
ing from it spir i tual fruits al ways more
abun dant.

The doc u ment em pha sizes to what ex -
tent the Eu cha rist, the great est of mir a cles 
and the su preme me mo rial of the Re -
demp tion, pro duces, in an in de struc ti ble
man ner, the unity of the Church, sus tains
it through the power of su per nat u ral
grace, floods it with an in ef fa ble joy and is
a su per nat u ral aid in nour ish ing the pi ety
of the faith ful and lead ing them to the per -
fec tion of their Chris tian life.

It in di cates that the ple nary in dul gence
is granted un der the usual con di tions, that
is to say, sac ra men tal con fes sion, Com -
mu nion and prayer for the in ten tions of the 
Holy Fa ther, while re ject ing all in cli na tion
to sin, ev ery time the pen i tent par tic i pates
with at ten tion and de vo tion in a lit urgy or a
pi ous ex er cise in honor of the Blessed
Sac ra ment ex posed or pres ent in the Ta -
ber na cle.

Fur ther more, the ple nary in dul gence is 
granted un der those same con di tions to
all those who, through their rules, are
obliged to pray the Lit urgy of the Hours, as
well as all the faithful who do so through
de vo tion, ev ery time they pray at the end
of the day Ves pers and Complines in pri -
vate, in their own homes, or to gether be -
fore the Lord pres ent in the Ta ber na cle.

The faith ful who, be cause of ill ness or
other just rea son can not re ceive the Eu -
cha rist in a church or a cha pel, may gain
the ple nary in dul gence in their own home
or wher ever they are which pre vents them 
from go ing to church if, hav ing ful filled the
three usual con di tions, they spir i tu ally visit 
the Blessed Sac ra ment, pray the Our Fa -
ther and the Creed and add a prayer to Je -
sus in the Blessed Sac ra ment (for ex am -
ple: “O Sac ra ment most holy! O Sac ra -
ment di vine! All praise and all thanksgiv ing
be ev ery moment Thine.”) If even that is
not pos si ble for them, they can gain the
ple nary in dul gence by of fer ing to di vine
Mercy the ill ness and dif fi cul ties of their
life and unit ing them selves spir i tu ally to
those who ful fill, in the or di nary way, the
con di tions set out to ob tain the in dul -
gence.

Lo cal and par ish priests must in form
the faith ful of this De cree in the most ap -
pro pri ate man ner and be avail able to hear
the con fes sions of the faith ful and lead the
pub lic prayers to the Eucharistic Je sus.
The faith ful too are en cour aged to bear
wit ness pub licly to their faith and their ven -
er a tion of the Blessed Sac ra ment by
means of pro ces sions, Eucharistic ad o ra -
tion, as well as spir i tual and Eucharistic
Com mu nions. Fa ther Benoît Picard
1. “A Eucharistic ini tia tive of this kind had

been on my mind for some time: it is a
nat u ral de vel op ment of the pas to ral im -
pulse which I wanted to give to the
Church, par tic u larly dur ing the years of
prep a ra tion for the Ju bi lee and in the
years that fol lowed it.” (Pope John Paul II,
Mane Nobiscum Domine / “Stay With Us,
Lord”, no. 4) “The Year of the Eu cha rist
takes place against a back ground which 
has been en riched by the pas sage of
the years, while re main ing ever rooted
in the theme of Christ and the con tem -
pla tion of his face. In a cer tain sense, it
is meant to be a year of syn the sis, the
highpoint of a jour ney in prog ress.” (Id.,
no. 10)


