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“It All Be gan at the Vat i can” was the ti tle of an ar ti cle pub -
lished in the last is sue of Le Royaume, no. 170 of No vem ber-
De cem ber 2004. This ar ti cle re counted no ta bly the events sur -
round ing the de par ture, on De cem ber 14, 2004, of Fa ther
Benoît Picard from the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock in Ar kan sas, in
the United States.

In or der to un der stand what will fol low, here is a brief sum -
mary of the facts. Who is Fa ther Benoît Picard? A Son of
Mary, Fa ther Benoît was or dained a priest by His Exc. Arch -
bishop Mario Peressin at L’Aquila on Sep tem ber 12, 1991. He 
be gan exercis ing his min is try in the par ishes of that arch di o -
cese, and then he was trans ferred to Rieti where he was hos pi -
tal chap lain for a few years. Af ter the re turn to Can ada of the
Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary and a pe riod of three years
spent at Lac-Etchemin be cause the state of his health forced
him to take some time of com plete rest, he was as signed – as a
vis it ing priest who was to con tinue rest ing – as the chap lain of
the Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity in Hot Springs, Ar kan sas, a
re spon si bil ity he gen er ously as sumed for more than six years.

He in sti tuted per pet ual ad o ra tion there and helped souls
as cend to God. In Hot Springs where there are over fifty dif -
fer ent re li gious con fes sions, he gained par tic u lar ex pe ri ence in 
the area of ec u men i cal col lab o ra tion.

At the re quest of His Exc. Bishop Sartain, the lo cal bishop,
who was al ways kindly, Fa ther Benoît never pub licly
promoted the Army of Mary. On a monthly ba sis, he would

par tic i pate in the Mar ian meet ing which, in a purely evan gel i -
cal spirit, has been fos ter ing, for more than twenty years,
Eucharistic and Mar ian de vo tion ac cord ing to the teach ings of 
the Church and the Holy Fa ther. Fa ther Benoît’s teach ing, like 
that of all the Sons of Mary, was strictly the doc trine of the
Cath o lic Church.

At the end of No vem ber 2004, events started to move
faster. More and more con cerned over Fa ther Benoît’s be long -
ing to the Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary, is sued from the
Army of Mary, Bishop Sartain sum moned him three times re -
gard ing a cam paign of def a ma tion against the Work led by a
sin gle per son in the city, this man be ing him self de nounced by
his wife. Dur ing their third meet ing, the Bishop, af ter “hav ing
prayed and sought ad vice”, asked Fa ther Benoît to leave the
di o cese. Fa ther Benoît re turned to Can ada the fol low ing De -
cem ber 14. The com mu nity of Hot Springs was greatly
surprised by this and spon ta ne ously, with out any such re quest 
hav ing been made, peo ple wrote to the Bishop to ex press their
thoughts on Fa ther Benoît’s work and to tell him they did not
un der stand such a dis missal. Fa ther Benoît re ceived a copy of
these let ters, some of which were pub lished in the pre ced ing is -
sue of the pa per.

Since then, other let ters have fol lowed, ad dressed to Lac-
Etchemin. Among these lat ter, a let ter from Bishop Sartain
who pre sented his sea son’s greet ings to Fa ther Benoît, thank -
ing him for his fruit ful apostolate. Sis ter Chantal Buyse

De cem ber 21, 2004

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict,
I hope this brief note finds you well and safe
af ter an un event ful re turn to Can ada. I tried to
call you early in the morn ing of your de par -
ture, but I was too late! I am sorry that I did
not have the chance to of fer you my prayers
and best wishes be fore you left. Those early
weeks of De cem ber were filled with many ac tiv i ties for me and
quite a bit of travel around the state, and I re gret that I did not
have the chance to tell you in per son, once again, that you will
be in my thoughts and prayers. I also wanted to tell you, Fa ther
Ben e dict, that I ap pre ci ate very much the min is try you of fered
in the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock over the past six years. I un der -
stand quite well that the last few months have been par tic u larly 
dif fi cult for you, and you will re main in my prayers in the years
ahead. I hope you un der stand that my de ci sion to ask you to
re turn to Can ada was in no way an easy one for me to make,
nor was it mo ti vated by any one fac tor. As I men tioned to you
when we met in your home, I wish you only the best and will
ask the Lord to con tinue to guide you in all you do. All of us in
the Cath o lic Church want to work to gether for unity as well as
growth and ho li ness. May the Lord con tinue to lift you up in
grace and peace, and may he bless your en tire com mu nity,
par tic u larly in the years ahead as you con tinue to clar ify your
sta tus with the Holy See.
With ev ery best wish and prayer, par tic u larly dur ing this
Christ mas sea son, I am
Sin cerely in Christ,

+ Bishop Pe ter Sartain 

FA THER BENOÎT’S RE PLY TO HIS EXC. BISHOP
SARTAIN

Lac-Etchemin, Jan u ary 25, 2005

Dear Bishop Sartain,
Thank you for your nice Christ mas card and wishes. I am
touched that you took time out of your busy sched ule to write

to me. I re ceived it Sunday, Jan u ary 9. In the midst of all the
hus tle and bus tle I was hop ing to an swer as soon as I could. 
Yes, my trip back to Can ada was good. I was happy to see my
fam ily and fel low re li gious Brothers and Sis ters.
I al ways have been touched by your kind ness and gen tle man -
ner. I ap pre ci ate the prayers you of fer for me. You say you ap -
pre ci ate very much the min is try I of fered for the past six
years… Bishop, with sin cere love for you, I took the time to tell 
you how prov i den tial the Army of Mary and the Com mu nity of
Our Lady of All Peo ples are. As I told you many times, these
Works were the source from which I drew con tin ual in spi ra -
tion. You saw and rec og nized the fruits of my min is try… 
You speak about the last weeks [of my pres ence in Hot
Springs] be ing dif fi cult for me… You know what is dif fi cult
and pain ful? It is not the per sonal and un jus ti fied at tacks
against me. It is to see that a Prov i den tial Work of God for our
time is not only not pro moted and wel comed, but that it is re -
fused and re jected un der false ac cu sa tions and with out any
grounded mo ti va tions. 
As for me, I know, be cause you told me many times, even on
our last en coun ter, that you were in close con tact with the Vat i -
can Li ai son.  You acted as he sug gested by putt ing se vere re -
stric tions on me and fi nally by ask ing me to leave the di o cese. 
Con se quently, you do not have the great est share of re spon si -
bil ity in all these events.
I al ways worked for the unity, the growth and ho li ness of God’s
peo ple and that of the whole of man kind. This is the very core
of the Army of Mary and of the Com mu nity of Our Lady of All
Peo ples’ ap os tolic ac tiv i ties and mis sion. I as sure you I will
keep on do ing that.
Ma rie-Paule of fered her life so that many souls would pop u late 
Heaven. She asked Je sus to come down from the Cross so that
she could take His place and so that He would not suf fer any -
more. Life of Love is full of sac ri fi cial of fer ings like these. It is in
sim i lar ex am ples that I draw the strength to say “yes” to the Cross.

As the New Year be gins, I of fer you my best wishes for the ac -
com plish ment of your ap os tolic du ties. May the souls be set
aflame for the love of God.
With all due re spect, 
Sin cerely in Christ and Mary Im mac u late,

Fa ther Ben e dict Picard, O.FF.M.

Sea son’s Greet ings from His Exc. Bishop
Sartain to Fa ther Benoît Picard

Bishop
Pe ter Sartain
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young peo ple from the Grade 
8 class, all the stu dents in the
school par tic i pated in the
pro ces sion; they were about
200. The children were so
happy that the good Sis ter
prin ci pal hoped to be able to
do this ev ery month, but then 
my de par ture from Hot
Springs was an nounced be -
fore the end of the fol low ing
month.

SIS TER FAUSTINA
Since the be at i fi ca tion of

Sis ter Faustina, the apos tle
of Di vine Mercy, I have al -
ways tried to spread this de -
vo tion, to the point that there
was a sol emn no vena ev ery
year in the Ad o ra tion Cha pel
as Je sus had re quested of
the Saint and as Pope John
Paul II asked of the Church.
That must be the rea son why
the Knights of Co lum bus

asked that the im age of Di -
vine Mercy which had been
blessed by the Pope and had
trav elled through out the Di o -
cese of Lit tle Rock be kept
per ma nently in Saint Mi -
chael’s Ad o ra tion Cha pel. I
was to have pre sided over
that cer e mony, along with a
rep re sen ta tive from the
State, but it took place in the
cha pel of the Sis ters of Our
Lady of Char ity four days af -
ter my de par ture.

I hope that the ap os tolic
works which God per mit ted
me to pro mote in this blessed
land of Ar kan sas will pro vide
as much last ing joy as they
gave me in launch ing them. I
had other pro jects in mind
such as found ing fam ily Cen -
ters, pro pos ing mar riage
prep a ra tion courses and
courses on the spir i tu al ity of

mar riage, etc. Be sides, I was
al ready col lab o rat ing with
other re li gious lead ers to
come to the aid of fam i lies in
dis tress in the city.

I thank God for all He per -
mit ted and es pe cially for the
good that may have been ac -
com plished, but also for the
crosses which tested and
con se crated the qual ity of the 
gift. I know that the gen er ous
souls that took over will con -
tinue the work that was be -
gun. So much more light
would have ra di ated if I had
not al ways had ob sta cles in
my path, set up by those who
take to back room deal ings
and who never come to the
light, and if the back door
through which I had to pass
had been left more than sim -
ply ajar! How ever, of all the
places in which I have been

called to serve since my or di -
na tion to the priest hood, Hot
Springs was the most open to 
the ap os tolic po ten tial of the
Work, with the re sults which
you can see for your selves.
What ra di ance there will be
when not only will a door be fi -
nally left wide open to the
Work of the Lady of All Peo -
ples but that, be sides, it will
be the front door!

I had asked the Lord for
the con ver sion of Hot
Springs. I knew there would
be a price to pay... With my
de par ture or dered by the Au -
thor ity, I be lieve that God, in
His in fi nite kind ness, made
me un der stand that far from
hav ing re fus ed my hum ble
prayer, He has ac cepted it.
To Him all glory be given!

Fa ther Benoît Picard,
a Son of Mary

 Since the found ing the Army of Mary and for the sanc ti fi -
ca tion of its mem bers, the pro gram of life re quested of the
Knights of Mary has con sisted es sen tially in in te rior re form,
be cause one can not re ally be ef fec tive in the apostolate if one
has not emp tied one self of self in or der to leave all the room to
Je sus and Mary.

This im por tant work which must be be gun anew ev ery day
is ac com pa nied by the ac cep tance of the tri als and trib u la tions
that are a part of any life. Thus, from the very be gin ning, the
Knights of Mary were formed to ac cept the crosses, know ing
that they were an op por tu nity “to el e vate one self, to tran scend 
what is hu man in or der to ac cede to a su pe rior world where all 
is grace, thus al low ing us en try within the mys tery of God”.
And we are better able to un der stand Saint Paul’s words when

he de clares: “God chose those whom the world con sid ers ab -
surd to shame the wise; he sin gled out the weak of this world
to shame the strong” (1 Cor 1:27).

Thus, Fa ther Benoît’s at ti tude at the time he was asked to
leave the di o cese was par tic u larly ed i fy ing. Hav ing im me di -
ately ac cepted the Bishop’s de ci sion, he urged the en tire pa ro -
chial com mu nity of Hot Springs to do the same, thus pre dis -
pos ing souls to as cend to God.

If Fa ther Benoît Picard’s re cent tri als were elab o rated upon
in the pa per, this was done, first of all, out of a con cern for the
truth, given that these events are the bear ers of light and les -
sons which con trib ute to in creas ing our love of God. In fact,
such an at ti tude can not be im pro vised, but is, rather, the fruit
of a long pro cess of in te rior re form, marked by the cross from
the mo ment of his or di na tion.

In the de sire to help our mem bers to al ways ac cept their tri -
als, we are pre sent ing here Fa ther Benoît’s ac count of a few
events re lated to his or di na tion.

Sr. Chantal B.

Fa ther Benoît Picard’s Ac count

In 1990, as I and a few Sons of Mary were pre -
par ing to be or dained to the priest hood by His
Ex cel lency Most Rev er end Mario Peressin,
Arch bishop of L’Aquila in It aly, this lat ter en -
quired, fol low ing the nor mal pro ce dures set
out in Canon Law, if the Arch bishop in my
home di o cese had any ob jec tions to the or di na tion of this fu -
ture can di date to the priest hood. His Em i nence Car di nal Paul
Grégoire was in charge of the Arch di o cese of Mon treal at the
time. It should be noted that nei ther the Car di nal nor his sec re -
tary knew me in any way. I had never met them and they had
never con tacted me, even once, ei ther by tele phone, fax or
other means. It is sur pris ing, is n’t it, that at a time when the
Church is short of priests, cer tain Princes of the Church, con -
trary to the pre scrip tions of ec cle si as ti cal law, the doc u ments
of the Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil and the ori en ta tion of the Gos -
pel, should re ject a can di date a pri ori by at tempt ing to pre vent
his or di na tion. I could say much more in this re gard. His Em i -
nence Car di nal Paul Grégoire’s let ter is on the right.
As an ex am ple, here is the “spe cial treat ment” that was meted
out to me in Oc to ber 1991 when, as a newly or dained priest, I
was in my fam ily to cel e brate that happy event. As prom ised,
the Arch bishop called the par ish priest in my home par ish –
this priest knew me very well – to give him the or der to for bid
me from preach ing and hear ing con fes sions. Thus, at my first
Mass with my fam ily which is fairly large, with out my hav ing
any other fault than that of be ing a Son of Mary, it was a rel a tive 
who was a priest who gave the hom ily.
But that was n’t all. Dur ing this same so journ, a young priest, a
friend of Fa ther Normand For est, O.FF.M. who had been  or -
dained at the same time I was and who was also vis it ing his

His Em i nence Car di nal Grégoire’s Let ter 
to His Exc. Arch bishop Peressin

V/Ref. N. 54/90         Jan u ary 30, 1990

Your Ex cel lency:

In a let ter dated Jan u ary 10, 1990,
you in formed me of your in ten tion to con fer
Holy Or ders upon Mr. Benoît Picard, orig i -
nally from the Di o cese of Mon treal. Thus, you
have so lic ited the usual rec om men da tions.

I re gret to have to in form you that it 
is not pos si ble for me to rec om mend this can -
di date re ceive Holy Or ders be cause he is fol -
low ing a course in op po si tion to the in struc -
tions of the Church of Mon treal and of Que bec.

Fur ther more, it is my duty to em pha -
size that if this young man were to re quest a
ju ris dic tion within the Di o cese of Mon treal,
it would not be granted to him.

Sin cerely yours, in the Lord,

(Signed) + Paul Car di nal Grégoire
Arch bishop of Mon treal

(Signed) Neil Wil lard, P.H., V.E.
Chan cel lor

______________________
His Exc. Arch bishop 
Mario Peressin
Arch bishop of L�Aquila

Fr. Benoît

A Mass?... 
“You Will Be Sus pended...” 

(An arch bishop to one of his par ish priests)
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fam ily, in vited us to cel e brate a first Mass in his par ish, a Mass
which the mem bers of the Army of Mary could at tend. One had 
to un der line this spe cial oc ca sion with so lem nity and ev ery -
thing was care fully pre pared, in clud ing the church in which
there were beau ti ful flow ers for the cir cum stance. The par ish
priest in this par ish, Fa ther X... re ceived quite a sur prise when,
a lit tle more than a half-hour be fore the be gin ning of the cer e -
mony, he re ceived a call from the Arch bishop’s Of fices in Mon -
treal say ing: “If the Sons of Mary cel e brate Mass in your church,
you will be sus pended. Do you want to lose your par ish?”  Up set,
Fa ther X... called me and said: “You won’t be lieve what just
hap pened to me.”  To which I re plied: “You just re ceived a call
from the Arch bishop’s Of fice say ing that there would be sanc -
tions if ever Mass was cel e brated in your par ish.” Stunned, he
asked me how I could have guessed and I re plied that he should 
not worry about this since this kind of “spe cial treat ment” was
like daily bread for us. He was quite an noyed! I im me di ately
re as sured him, tell ing him that, in the Army of Mary, there was 
an ex cel lent call ing net work, and that we could in form al most

all the mem bers of this com pli ca tion even be fore they would
get to the church. Sev eral hun dred peo ple were ex pected.
This story ends up that, in spite of his obe di ence, this priest,
unfortuately, lost his par ish be cause of that event. In fact, a few 
weeks later, when ev ery thing was ready for the sol emn ded i ca -
tion of his church, he was sent to Eu rope for six months and
an other priest, ap pointed par ish priest in his place, re ceived all 
the merit for the work ac com plished in that par ish. When Fa -
ther X... fi nally re turned to Can ada, he was as signed of fice
work, con trary to his wishes and to his ap os tolic ap ti tudes. He
suf fered a great deal from this glar ing in jus tice.
In all of this, we, the Sons of Mary, main tain an in ner joy of
hav ing al ways loved and al ways ac cepted, with out com plain -
ing or re tal i at ing, this “spe cial treat ment” re served for us.
How ever, the hour of truth has ar rived. It is in the Im mac u late
Heart of Mary that the in ti mate thoughts of each one are re -
vealed for the joy of some and a time of mercy of fered to all.

Fa ther Benoît Picard, O.FF.M.

“The Dis ci ple Is Not Above the Mas ter”
Re fusals, re jec tion, interdictions, threats... that was the lot

re served not only to Fa ther Benoît Picard but also to many
newly or dained priests, Sons of Mary, who, upon re turn ing to
this coun try, wished to cel e brate their first Mass in their own
par ish. So many sim i lar tes ti mo ni es could be made pub lic.

Still to day, noth ing has changed. When Sons of Mary are
in vited to con fer the sac ra ments of Bap tism or Holy Mat ri -
mony or to cel e brate the fu neral Mass of a close rel a tive, the
same type of re cep tion awaits them in the par ishes.

“The dis ci ple is not above the Mas ter” (Mt 10:24), a phrase
from the Gos pel which still holds true, but which no lon ger
sur prises us when we re mem ber that this has been the lot re -
served to the Army of Mary for more than thirty-three years.

Thus, the Army of Mary has be come “a sign of con tra dic -
tion” and we see be ing ful filled the Blessed Vir gin’s pro phetic
words when she an nounced there would be di vi sion within
Christ’s Church.

At Akita in Ja pan, on Oc to ber 13, 1973, Mary de clared:
“Pray the ro sary ev ery day for the Pope, the bish ops and the
priests. The work of the devil will in fil trate even into the
Church. One will see car di nals op pos ing other car di nals and
bish ops con front ing other bish ops. The priests who ven er ate
me will be scorned and con demned by their con freres;
churches and al tars will be sacked; the Church will be full of
those who ac cept com pro mises...” (Shimura Tatsuya, La Vierge
Ma rie pleure au Japon, Hauteville, Swit zer land, Éditions du Parvis,
1985, p. 12).

Sr. Chantal

Heart to Heart Be tween Sons of Mary

Fr. Luc Beaudette’s Let ter to Fr. Benoît Picard

Jan u ary 6, 2005

Dear Fa ther Benoît,
I’ve come to greet you with a lit tle note. I read,
in the last is sue of the pa per Le Royaume, Fa -
ther Pi erre’s ar ti cle “It All Be gan at the Vat i -
can”, which brings out in the open the shady
back room deal ings of cer tain au thor i ties
which led to your hav ing to leave the Di o cese
of Lit tle Rock in the United States at the for mal re quest of the
lo cal bishop. This ac tion on the part of the au thor i ties to at -
tempt to dis credit and even to de mol ish the Com mu nity and
the di vine Work to which we be long and which we love is so
very un for tu nate.
On the other hand, what is quite touch ing are all the tes ti mo -
nies from peo ple you met or worked with there, which at test to
and prove that you are a priest af ter God’s Heart. These tes ti -
mo nies are like a hymn of ad o ra tion to the Eucharistic Je sus
and of love for the Vir gin Mary for the work of grace that was
ac com plished in hearts through your min is try to these peo ple.
It is beau ti ful to read in their tes ti mo nies of the deep love you
have for the Eu cha rist, for the Mother of God, as well as for the
great mys ti cal doc tors of the Church who help souls jour ney
along in God’s way. They also speak of all the love you have for
the Pope’s teach ing, of which you strove to be the faith ful echo.
I was a wit ness of this ac tion of grace in souls when I spent
some time in Hot Springs last May and June to preach a re treat
to the Sis ters. I was struck by the num ber of con fes sions I
heard be fore Masses on week days, and even on Sun days, as
well as con fes sions af ter Mass. That was cer tainly the fruit of
your min is try at Saint Mi chael’s but also of the per pet ual
Eucharistic Ad o ra tion Cha pel which you in au gu rated.
As one read these tes ti mo nies, one also felt the suf fer ing aris -
ing from a sit u a tion which, on the hu man plane, may seem
rather ab surd. I could n’t help but think also of the suf fer ing

and the con fu sion and dis may of many peo ple who be longed to 
the for mer par ishes of the Sons of Mary in France and It aly be -
cause of the de par ture of their par ish priest, a Son of Mary. So
much suf fer ing could have been avoided if the Church had
wanted to open it self to the Work, but we do not seem to have
the right to speak up. Rather we seem to have been pre sumed
guilty or sim ply al ready con demned just be cause we be lieve in
the au then tic ity of the Work to which we be long. This same
Work, in the per son of our Mother, Mother Paul-Ma rie, and in
the wake of Je sus, has con stantly taught us to for give and to
love those who per se cute us. So much suf fer ing could have
been avoided if the Church had ac cepted to ex am ine the Work
in all jus tice, in the truth and with char ity. God will tri umph, of
course, be cause His light can quite eas ily pen e trate closed
hearts in or der to cause His truth to shine forth.
What is most re mark able, but at the same time con tra dic tory,
is the tes ti mo ny of Bishop Sartain and his Vicar Gen eral, both
of whom con firm the good fruit of your pres ence and your
min is try among the peo ple in Hot Springs, while at the same
time ask ing you to leave the di o cese. This at ti tude does not
seem to me to be evan gel i cal. It is quite clear that Bishop
Sartain asked you to leave his di o cese against his will. He sim -
ply obeyed the re quest of a Vat i can li ai son. In the Old Tes ta -
ment, when the Is ra el ite peo ple did not lis ten to God and obey
His will, God, in His love for His peo ple, would speak strongly
in or der to call His peo ple back to or der. The di sas ter that
occurred in south east Asia, would that not be the be gin ning of
a ter ri ble world wide tem pest be cause the Church has closed it -
self to the di vine Work of the Army of Mary, thus bring ing
about se ri ous con se quences for hu man ity? Those who are
stop ping the ac tion of this di vine Work and who will prob a bly
strike us soon with their ca non i cal sanc tions, what a ter ri ble
re spon si bil ity they have! May they know that the Army of Mary 
is the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples who prom ised that all the 
pow ers of hell would be un leashed against her but that they
would not be vic to ri ous be cause her power lies in that of God.
Let us thank God for this “spe cial treat ment” be ing meted out
to us by the Church and let us con tinue to pray and for give,
while we hope that the Mar ian tri umph prom ised by Mary at

Fr. Luc
Beaudette
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Fatima and Am ster dam will come quickly.
Bravo for your fi del ity to your com mit ments and to the Work,
and con grat u la tions for all the won der ful things ac com plished
through your min is try in Hot Springs.
May God bless us!
Fa ther Luc Beaudette

FA THER BENOÎT PICARD’S RE PLY TO
FA THER LUC BEAUDETTE

Jan u ary 7, 2005

Greet ings, dear Fa ther Luc,
I hope you are well. Thank you for your kind e-
mail. Thank you for the prayers. I aban don
my self to the di rec tion in which God wishes to
lead me. I do not feel that I am the one con -
cerned in all the praise heaped on me by peo ple, for it was not
so much my do ing if God wished and was able to touch their
hearts. I am sure that it is all quite cir cum stan tial and that all

the Sons of Mary work ing here and there merit just as much
praise, if not more. If all re li gious au thor i ties were open, things
would be much eas ier and the char ity de sired by God would
shine forth more eas ily. That does not pre vent it from shin ing
forth, but the clo sing of hearts and minds to God’s Work gives
us the op por tu nity and the good for tune of walk ing more
closely and more in ti mately in Je sus’ foot steps. “The dis ci ple is 
not above the Mas ter” (Mt 10:24).
What re mains in all of this is the Love of a God, who is al ways
true to Him self, and the love of the poor crea tures that we are as 
we strive to cor re spond to a won der ful plan that is be ing writ -
ten, day by day, in the pages of his tory.
How good it is to love, and how good it will be to die af ter a life
of love, re gard less of the price one will have paid, or rather
thanks to its high price which will have shown its qual ity.
May the Mys tery of the Eu cha rist ra di ate in us, es pe cially in
this Year of the Eu cha rist. Fra ter nally,

Fa ther Benoît Picard

Fr. Benoît
Picard

Ex change of Let ters be tween Msgr. X...
and Fa ther Benoît

MSGR. X...’S LETTER TO FATHER BENOÎT

Jan u ary 5, 2005
Dear Fa ther Benoît,
I would like you to know that what has hap pened to you and
the per se cu tion that the Work is un der go ing touch me deeply,
to the point where as I was med i tat ing on the first read ing and
the Gos pel of to day, I thought of you and your re li gious fam ily.
I even spoke of you in to day’s hom ily.
In sub stance I said that there was an ob vi ous con trast be tween
God’s way of lov ing us and His de sire to give each one of us who 
wish to be the faith ful mes sen gers of the Gos pel a place to fol -
low Him, and our way of lov ing and re spect ing oth ers in their
choice of means to spread the Good News of sal va tion. I also re -
minded them of Gamaliel’s prin ci ple.
Last night, you moved me and ed i fied me when you said that
the bishop in Ar kan sas had done you a “great honor” in treat -
ing you as he did. In all that you are liv ing, you strive to im i tate
Je sus in His at ti tudes, His man ner of un der stand ing and in ter -
pret ing the signs of the times.
I am con vinced that God ex presses Him self and speaks only to
peo ple who are hum ble of heart, to peo ple who know that it is
by way of the cross that they will be sure to ar rive at Easter.
Mother Paul-Ma rie, your self and many other mem bers of the
Work are of that cal i ber. And, to tell you what I re ally think, I
would truly like to have the time and en ergy to read through
Ma rie-Paule’s writ ings and those of Marc. I would like to un -
der stand things better from the inside and to sa vor your spir i -
tu al ity as much as I want.
How ever, when some speak of you as they do now, I re main si -
lent be cause I know that Je sus Him self and His di vine Mother
are your true de fend ers and that their ar gu ments are much
stron ger than those I could use to de fend you. I be lieve in your
Work, I be lieve in God and I be lieve you. I would like our
Church and es pe cially those who keep re lent lessly harm ing
you to take much more se ri ously the Word of God given us ev -
ery day as a gift dur ing the Eucharistic cel e bra tion. I wish they
would quit lean ing on their au thor ity, their in tel li gence and
their po si tion within the peo ple of God; that they would ask in -

stead for hu mil ity, understanding and the very heart of God in
or der to better an a lyze and comprehend the mes sage of God
and the signs of the times.
United with you and all those who are dear to you in prayer and 
min is try, as sured that we are all blessed by God.
Msgr. X..., Epis co pal Vicar of ...

FATHER BENOÎT’S REPLY TO HIS FRIEND,
MSGR. X...

Jan u ary 18, 2005
Greet ings, Dear Msgr. X...
You wrote me a beau ti ful e-mail in re ply to mine. I would have
liked to have re plied ear lier, but there was the visit with my
fam ily and friends, and on the day I re turned to Lac-Etchemin,
I be gan my an nual five-day re treat. It was well done and very
good.
Any way, many things touched me in your last e-mail. To men -
tion just one of them: “I wish they would quit lean ing on their
au thor ity, their in tel li gence and their po si tion within the peo -
ple of God; that they would ask in stead for hu mil ity,
understanding and the very heart of God in or der to better an a -
lyze and comprehend the mes sage of God and the signs of the
times.”
Yes, when we think that God never aban dons His peo ple and
that, from all time, ev ery time the peo ple of God de vi ated ei ther 
to the left or to the right, He would send mes sen gers, un flag -
gingly,  men or women, to re di rect it. I don’t think He has
changed His man ner of pro ceed ing. The pres ence of mes sen -
gers who dis turb us be cause they bring us back to the path of
LOVE should be of no sur prise, then, es pe cially when we con -
sider the wide spread apos tasy of our time and the fact that peo -
ple have quit prac tis ing re li gion! God loves His peo ple and He
does not tire of call ing it, but will He find faith again when He
re turns?
The Lady of All Peo ples asked Ida: “You, do you see the love of
neigh bor?”... Be fore me, emp ti ness, a tre men dous void... Eq -
uity and jus tice, but where are they to be found?... We must, here, 
re turn to the cross.” (Mes sages of the Lady of All Peo ples)
Thank you for ev ery thing. United in the Sa cred Heart of Je sus
and the Sor row ful and Im mac u late Heart of Mary.

Fr. Benoît

Let ter ad dressed to Fa ther Benoît Picard
by Rev. Larry Da vis, Pas tor of the Lu theran Church, 
Hot Springs, Ar kan sas

Prince of Peace Lu theran Church
Jan u ary 31, 2005

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict,
Fol low ing your de par ture, I sent a let ter to Bishop Sartain ex -
press ing my sur prise and ap pre ci a tion for you and what you did

in Hot Springs. Here is sub stan tially what I wrote to him. It may
help you better fathom the friend ship we have in Christ.
Sin cerely,
Rev. Larry Da vis

Jan u ary 4, 2005

Dear Bishop Sartain:
My name is Rev er end Larry Da vis, serv ing Prince of Peace Lu -
theran Church as its shep herd for the past eight years here in Hot 
Springs. It is with deep re gret and sin cer ity that I would like to
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voice my con cerns about the re cent de par ture of my good friend,
Fa ther Ben e dict Picard. I am un cer tain of all the de tails, nor do I
feel it is my busi ness to know of the cir cum stances that led to his 
re moval from St. Mi chael’s. But, this is a man of deep con vic tion
and in teg rity when it co mes to his call ing as a priest within the
Cath o lic Church. He and I have shared a com mon vi sion of love,
peace and unity be tween the var i ous faiths that com prise the Hot 
Springs com mu nity.
Fa ther Ben e dict was in stru men tal in start ing the Com mu nity
Thanksgiving Ser vice held at var i ous churches through out the
years on Thanksgiving Eve. He has also, along with one of my
good mem bers Mrs. Betty Corcoran, at tended many of the wor -
ship ser vices held by the dif fer ent churches in the Hot Springs
and outer com mu ni ties. If there was ever a per son who lived and
spoke the faith of our Lord Je sus Christ, it would be Fa ther Ben e -
dict. I have al ways en vied his spir i tu al ity, as a per son solely ded i -
cated to the finer gifts of the Spirit in prayer and med i ta tion,
spend ing count less hours in the cha pel and in the study of the
Church doc tors. His de meanor has al ways been that of gen tle -
ness, kind ness and the love of our Lord.
I am hop ing and pray ing that his re moval from St. Mi chael’s was

not one of a sac ri fi cial lamb de voured by the wolves of in nu endo
and back bit ing. Nor do I hope it was brought about through his
teach ing from his or der. I’m sure I can re late to you many sto ries
where I have had to per son ally deal with such dis dain and mal ice 
over my six teen years as a Pas tor. What prophet has not been
held in con tempt and per se cuted by those he seeks to serve with
love and com pas sion? The cross of Christ is al ways our ref uge
and strength in times such as these. It has been so with me and,
I’m sure, with my good friend Fa ther Ben e dict.
I give thanks to God for the min is try Fa ther Ben e dict has pro -
vided to the Hot Spring com mu nity and my self. We will al ways
be friends and maybe, if God so wills, Fa ther Ben e dict will re -
turn to fin ish the work he started – one of mu tual love, peace
and unity amongst all of God’s peo ple as per the prayer our Lord
Je sus gave to his dis ci ples dur ing his fi nal meal with them: “I
give you a new com mand ment, that you love one an other. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one an other. By this ev ery one
will know that you are my dis ci ples, if you have love for one an -
other” (John 13:34-35).
The Peace of the Lord be with you al ways!
Rev. Larry Da vis

Let ters Ad dressed to 
Fa ther Benoît Picard

As soon as Fa ther Benoît Picard’s de -
par ture from the Di o cese of Lit tle Rock,
Ar kan sas, was an nounced, tes ti mo ni als
of ap pre ci a tion and grat i tude were ad -
dressed to him, both orally and in writ -
ing. Since his re turn to Que bec, he con -
tin ues to re ceive such let ters ev ery day.

Here are, among so many oth ers, a
few “wit nesses” of the good Fa ther
Benoît did dur ing his six years of dis -
creet but so very fruit ful apostolate, rich
in graces.                                 Sr. M.-Chantal

From Dr. Roger and Jan Trubey, 
Sev enth Day Ad ven tists

De cem ber 22, 2004

Hi Fa ther Ben e dict,
Wow! It was a very real
shock in deed.  And a
very, very sad one as
well.  The devil works at
ev ery Chris tian and in
ev ery church.  If he in -
spired the church to put
the Son of God on the cross, can we ex -
pect any thing less for us to day? You did so 
much good for your di o cese and for the
com mu nity of Hot Springs.  We in deed
will miss you and miss see ing your smile
and the per sonal warmth you al ways
brought into the store.
May our God richly bless and keep you in
your new as sign ment.  May He watch over 
you and be your guard and shield; may He 
lift you up and bless you with His pres -
ence, al ways.  We will keep in touch but we 
have the as sur ance that if we do not meet
here again on this earth, we will surely
meet to gether above. Have a blessed
Christ mas, my friend.  

Roger and Jan

[Dr. Trubey and his wife man aged a nat u ral
health food store where Fa ther Benoît went
oc ca sion ally.]

From Lynn Payette, 
Epis co pa lian Church

De cem ber 13, 2004
I have just learned that you are leav ing us
and re turn ing to Can ada.  I can only hope
and pray this reaches you in time.  

You have been such a bless ing to Hot
Springs, and to me, in ways I can not be gin 
to ex press in mere words. You al -
ways brought a sense of sha lom, that
peace of God, that passes all un der stand -
ing, and shared that peace, as well as
God’s love, with all you en coun tered. I still 
trea sure that pic ture of us with the St Mi -
chael’s chil dren and the dove, that was in
the news pa per [The Sen ti nel Re cord].
 I hope you will take good mem o ries with
you, and the as sur ance that you made a
dif fer ence in many lives here, and to the
spir i tual life of this com mu nity.
 God speed as you re turn home.
 Wishing you the hope of Ad vent and the
joys of Christ mas, now, and al ways,
Lynn

From Art and Mary Burgstrom 
of the Cath o lic Church

Jan u ary 6, 2005

Fa ther Ben e dict,
What are you do ing
back in Can ada? You
know the sin ners in
Hot Springs need you!
Mary and I miss you
and are sad dened by
the thought of not see -
ing you be fore you left and pos si bly for a
long time in the fu ture. You will brighten
the lives of those you meet in Can ada and
for this we are thank ful... With love, 
Art and Mary Burgstom

From Penny Mar tin, Cath o lic

De cem ber 2004

Dear Father Ben e dict,
I missed your Mass last
Sunday and did n’t know
you were leav ing.  I am
so sorry I did n’t get to
say good bye.  You are
prob a bly think ing, Who
is this?  Well if you saw
me you would know who I am...  Any way
I was one of your fol low ers so to speak.  I
had the 7:00 to 8:00 Sat. morn ing ad o ra -
tion hour...  I also came on Sat ur day for
Mass and con fes sion, and then on Sunday
my hus band came with me.  I am re ally
go ing to miss you as a con fes sor.  Hardly

any one has con fes sions any more and it is
hard to go very of ten, but you were so
faith ful in that de part ment and al ways
gave me food for thought....
  You will be greatly missed and I want
you to know I have learned to love more
since I have met you.  God bless you.
/.../ And that leads me to a fa vor. I lost
your last bul le tin at St. Mi chael’s and I
wanted so much to hang onto it for two
rea sons. My sis ter-in-law was also
shocked and sad to hear about your re -
turn to Can ada. And I wanted to let her
read the let ter you wrote in that bul le tin. I
am very hope ful you still have a copy of it.
The other rea son is that I like to re fer back 
to your words. You are such an in spi ra tion 
to me. I loved go ing to con fes sion to you.
Other priests don’t give any spir i tual di -
rec tion and I miss that with you.
You will al ways be in my prayers. 
God bless you!
Penny Mar tin

[Note from Fa ther Ben e dict: We must spec ify
that an au thor ity re quested that cop ies of the
newsletter be re moved in which there was the
let ter of De cem ber 2004 I wrote to the friends
of the Con vent and the Ad o ra tion Chapel. This 
let ter was pub lished on pages 15-16 of the pa -
per Le Royaume, no. 170.]

Dr. Roger
Trubey

Art and Mary
Burgstrom

Penny
Martin

Ecu me nism and the Truth

Hot Springs is an ec u men i cal and in -
ter re li gious cen ter par ex cel lence where
more than fifty re li gious de nom i na tions
are rep re sented. In ev i ta bly, Fa ther
Benoît Picard came in con tact and
worked with these var i ous com mu ni ties, 
ap pre ci at ing a mu tual col lab o ra tion in
the re spect of the be liefs proper to each
one.

With Fa ther Benoît’s de par ture from
Ar kan sas, sev eral au thor i ties and mem -
bers of these com mu ni ties spon ta ne -
ously wrote to him to ex press their grat i -
tude for his col lab o ra tion, but also their
as ton ish ment over such in com pre hen si -
ble events.

There, like else where in fact, it is ad -
vis able to bring out the truth, for can a
Year of the Eu cha rist bear fruit with out
the truth?...

Sr. M.-Chantal
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Let ters ad dressed to 
Fa ther Benoît Picard

From Mr. and Mrs. Rob ert Fiedler, 
Cath o lics

Dear Fr. Ben e dict,
We have ad dressed 
the fol low ing let ter 
to Bishop Sartain,
Bishop of Lit tle
Rock, Ar kan sas,
with re gard to your 
be ing sent back to
Can ada. You can use it as you see fit.

De cem ber 4, 2004

Dear Bishop Sartain:
We are mem bers of St John the Bap tist
Cath o lic church in Hot Springs. A few
years ago a very spe cial priest came into
the Hot Springs com mu nity and touched
the lives of Cath o lics and non-Cath o lics
also in a very spe cial way. In our eyes his
great est achieve ment was the open ing of
the Ad o ra tion Cha pel at St Mi chael’s.
There are, how ever, so many other things
that he was able to ac com plish. Since he
came to Hot Springs, we have had many
bless ings like the pro ces sions through
town hon or ing Je sus and Mary which
have touched not only Cath o lics but non-
Cath o lics. When you come to his Masses
there are al ways peo ple go ing to con fes -
sion to him be fore Mass and also af ter
Mass. We have learned more about our
Cath o lic faith since he came than we have
since go ing to Cath o lic school years ago.
He also al ways talks about the let ters from 
the Holy Fa ther and gives us in sight into
what they mean in our lives. He is a very
spe cial gift from God to Hot Springs.
We have found out that you, as Bishop of
Lit tle Rock Di o cese, are now send ing Fa -
ther Picard back to Can ada be cause of the
threats, lies and ma nip u la tions of one
man. We are pray ing that, with pray ers
com ing from so many peo ple here, you
will find it in your heart to re con sider
your de ci sion and al low us to keep one of
the most pre cious gifts God has sent us.
Fa ther Picard is one of the most holy and
giv ing priests we have ever had the
privedge of meet ing.
Sin cerely,
Rob ert and Mary Anne Fiedler

From Annette and James True, 
Bahá’í Church

De cem ber 13, 2004

Dear Fr. Ben e dict,
We are so sad -
dened to have to
say good bye to
you! Your pres ence 
in Hot Springs will 
be sorely missed.
We have learned much from you, both in
what you have said and by your ex am ple. 
We will miss talk ing with you, and Hot
Springs will most cer tainly miss your ef -
forts at uni fy ing the Hot Springs Com mu -
nity.
We hope this is a pos i tive move for you. 
We know you will con tinue to work to -
ward world peace and that your in flu ence
will most cer tainly be felt wher ever you
go.

With the warm est re gard and con tin ued
prayers,
Annette and James True
[Both are part of “RE GARD”.]

From Howard Lee Kilby, 
Mem ber of the Zen Bud dhist Tra di tion

De cem ber 12, 2004

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict,
Thank you for the Christ -
mas mes sage and for the
news that you are now in
Can ada.  I feel that my life 
has been blessed by
meet ing you and work ing 
with you, es pe cially in the 
won der ful ec u men i cal ser vice you or ga -
nized at St. John’s Church in con junc tion
with the Holy Fa ther’s meet ing in Assisi
call ing to gether rep re sen ta tives of all the
great faiths of the in ter na tional com mu -
nity.
My shal low un der stand ing of the Holy
Ro man Cath o lic Church has grown by
your pres ence. You may re call that I rep re -
sented Bud dhism at the ec u men i cal ser -
vice at St. John’s and told about my ex pe -
ri ences as a teenager in Hot Springs, Ar -
kan sas.
I have only learned a lit tle about the Ro -
man Cath o lic faith, but it is one that I feel
hon ored to be ac cepted within...and I find 
Mass a most el o quent and beau ti ful spir i -
tual ex pe ri ence. Priests such as Fa ther
Leo, Fa ther Thomas, Fa ther Alan and
your self have given me great ex am ples of
the priest hood. 
I send my best wishes to you, Fa ther Ben -
e dict.
God has blessed our city by send ing you
to min is ter to our needs.
I hope that the New Year will be a bless ing 
in your min is try in Can ada.
Howard Lee Kilby

De cem ber 30, 2004

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict, 
To day, I had lunch at Cafe 1217 with some
old friends who are in town for the hol i -
days. Af ter wards, I stopped by St. Mi -
chael’s and vis ited for the first time, the
Ad o ra tion Cha pel. What a beau ti ful cha -
pel. I only stayed for awhile, but en joyed
be ing there very much. I plan to re turn.
I know how much you have worked to
make the Ad o ra tion Cha pel avail able to
the peo ple of this com mu nity. Thank you
for mak ing this such a won der ful cha pel.
I did n’t know the de tails of your de par -
ture. In the world of busi ness and pol i tics, 
there are of ten sit u a tions which seem un -
fair. I am very happy that you came to Hot 
Springs. I think you have touched many
peo ple’s hearts and minds.
I will al ways re mem ber the Ec u men i cal
Ser vice you or ga nized at St. John’s and I
ap pre ci ate the honor of be ing in cluded in
that sa cred event.
Keep me in your prayers, dear Fa ther Ben -
e dict. I will keep you in mine.
I hope that the new year 2005 will be a
year of good health, hap pi ness and pros -
per ity for both our houses.
Your friend in Hot Springs,
Howard Lee Kilby

From Vicki Hol lander, Rabbi

De cem ber 21, 2004

Dear Fa ther,
My heart felt thanks to
you for cre at ing space to
meet at a time so fraught
with move ment and
change... So gen er ous of
you.
I car ried away from our
time to gether your peace... and hu mor
and kind ness... I also felt my loss of your
de par ture, for your friend ship here would
have bright ened my days...
You have great gifts... and wher ever you
travel, how lucky those will be to be near
you.  It would be a plea sure in any way to
of fer sup port.
Al though we did n’t have time to cul ti vate
a friend ship, it would be a joy to hear of
you... de pend ing on your time, de sire, en -
ergy and the cir cle whom you tend.
In the mean time, I just wanted to send
you my heart felt thanks... And wishes for
good ness... And as the tide this eve turns
from dark ness to light, so do I wish you
all good things. A won der ful holy day to
you and pas sage into the new so lar year.
Bless ings,
Vicki Hol lander

From Tracy and Ken Free man,
Mem bers of the Com mu nity of Christ

Dear Fa ther Ben e dict,
I know this must be ex cit ing news for you
... but very sad for us. I will miss you and
your lead er ship –  not to men tion all your
en ergy and won der ful con tacts. You see
things through in har mony and peace.
You can re ally make things hap pen – and
with such a happy at ti tude all the while.
Peace and kind RE GARDs,
Tracy and Ken too!

[Tracy was a mem ber of “RE GARD”, and Ken
was a mem ber of the com mit tee “Sep tem ber
21, A Day for Peace”.]

From Dale Whit man, Pres by te rian

De cem ber 29, 2004
What a sur prise I had when my friend Jim 
Lock wood told me you were GONE!  He
shared your last news let ter.  You are a re -
mark able young man, and I re gret that
I could not know you better.  You have
been in my daily prayers since we met.
What ever you are do ing, wher ever you are, 
and what ever the rea son for your de par -
ture, God has been, is, and al ways will be
with you.  Take care.  
Your Pres by te rian friend, Dale

Dear Father Ben e dict, 
I shall ap pre ci ate your add ing me to any
dis tri bu tion list you may use to share your 
thoughts and ac tiv i ties.
Jim had also shared with me the Ad o ra -
tion Cha pel bul le tin in which you ex -
plained your leav ing.  He also shared with
me some sur mises about your leav ing.  I
am con fi dent that any con vinced, ded i -
cated be liever has to be will ing to con -
front and be sub ject to judg ment by the
sta tus quo.  Change is pain ful, and this
truth has been proven by re form ers
through the ages.

Rob ert and Mary
Anne Fiedler

Annette and James
True

Howard Lee
Kilby

Vicki
Hollander
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You re main high in my es teem, and I re -
peat that I truly re gret that we could not
share more time to gether and per haps be -
come closer earthly friends.  Af ter all,
even Je sus had John and the other dis ci -
ples.  At the same time, I re spect your per -
sonal con vic tions.
Those of us com mit ted to ec u men i cal
think ing will long re mem ber and ap pre ci -
ate your min is try in Hot Springs.  You, as I 
have said be fore, are truly re mark able.
I con tinue to pray for you daily; if you
ever re turn to Hot Springs for a visit, I

should very much like to see you.
In Chris tian love, Dale

From Bill Seitz, As sis tant Pas tor, 
West min ster Pres by te rian Church 

Jan u ary 26, 2005

Hello, My Friend!  
I must ad mit my ig no rance as to all that
has hap pened in your life. I knew that you
had left sud denly and I was taken quite by 
sur prise by the news, but I had no idea the 
ex tent!  Thanks for these ar ti cles!

Through our dis cus sions it be came quite
clear to me what kind of man you are − a
truly ded i cated man with a good, strong
spir i tual heart. Your ev ery word, your
thought pro cesses and your pres ence all
tes tify to this.  I say this to let you know
that lives out side your par ish have been
touched by your de sire to build God’s
king dom... and I live in grat i tude for all
you have done to strengthen all God’s chil -
dren in Hot Springs.  May God’s love and
light di rect your path. You are in my
prayers. Bill Seitz

Other let ters of grat i tude are still be ing re ceived by Fa ther
Benoît Picard and the sec re tar iat of the Work.

We mar vel when we see all these peo ple of var i ous re li gious
de nom i na tions de fend ing in such a way a cause that is dear to
them. Un for tu nately, for lack of space, we can not pub lish all

these let ters.
Fa ther Benoît left the di o cese with out there be ing any con -

tempt or bit ter ness, en cour ag ing those he left be hind, urg ing
them to ac cept the Church’s de ci sion taken by the Bishop of
Lit tle Rock.

A Help ing Hand
We, the Sis ters of Our Lady of Char ity in Ar kan sas would like

to take the op por tu nity to pub licly ex press our grat i tude to Fa -
ther Ben e dict Picard for the won der ful ser vice he ren dered to us
Sis ters as well as to the peo ple in the com mu nity of Hot Springs.
Dur ing the six years he was our chap lain, he did not con fine
him self to the min is try of the Sis ters of the mon as tery only; he
saw the many peo ple who were look ing for spir i tual di rec tion
and spared nei ther his time nor his tal ents to help those who
came to him, at tempt ing to bring ev ery one he came in con tact
with closer to the Lord. No one was re fused con fes sion or coun -
sel ing at any time. It was not un com mon for Fa ther to skip a
meal or an event in or der to give some one a help ing hand.

His dream was to con vert the whole of Hot Springs. His good
ad vice, con fer ences, hom i lies, coun sel ing (with out men tion ing

his good ex am ple), all were the great est help for a better way of
en cour ag ing us to a more gen er ous ef fort to re form our selves.
Our mon as tery be came a place where we could un der stand and
help each other better. The com mu nity of Hot Springs also bene -
fited in so many ways. The beau ti ful pro ces sions, the ec u men i cal
di a logues, the reach ing out to the com mu nity at large, in par tic u -
lar through the open ing of the Ad o ra tion Cha pel, all showed Fa -
ther’s love and ded i ca tion to those around him.

Fa ther has in deed touched the lives of count less peo ple. We
will miss him, but are grate ful for the op por tu nity of hav ing him
here in Hot Springs for the six years he was here. We pray that we
may con tinue to ben e fit from his gen er ous giv ing of self through
our con tin ued at tempts to grow in our love through the ser vice
of oth ers.  Sin cerely,
Feb ru ary 3, 2005

Sis ter Theresa Ma rie Lalancette, Su pe rior

The Year of the Eu cha rist
It was with an un con cealed joy that the

mem bers of the Com mu nity of the Lady of
All Peo ples wel comed the news and the
gift of the Year of the Eu cha rist. What a
mar vel ous Pope is John Paul II! He is the
Pon tiff of many ac com plish ments. In the
midst of an his tor i cal frame work dark ened 
by the pride and sin of man who cuts him -
self off from God, he an nounces that a
dawn of Light and Peace is def i nitely ris ing 
be fore hu man ity. This year is like the log i -
cal fol low-up and the sum mit of a well-es -
tab lished plan1 that will lead the Church to
the spring time that has been an nounced
and glimpsed. It would seem, once again,
that with this Year, the Holy Fa ther is re -
spond ing to the Lady’s  wishes.

The Lady of All Peo ples tells us: “ ‘The
time has now ar rived. The time is here....
Be fore the Lord Je sus Christ re turned to
the Fa ther, and be fore the Sac ri fice of the
Cross be gan, the Lord Je sus Christ gave
to all the peo ples of the earth the gift of the
daily mir a cle.’ Lowering her gaze, she
seems to be search ing for some thing on
the globe. Her voice is slow, ques tion ing.
It is only af ter a long si lence that she says,
‘How many are there for whom this great
mir a cle... is re ally lived? They dis re gard it,
dis dain ing the great mir a cle. The daily
Sac ri fice must be re-es tab lished in the
midst of this cor rupted world.’ Looking far
off, the Lady de clares: ‘And now I am
speak ing to the Holy Fa ther: “You have al -
ready done much. The Lady of All Peo ples 
asks you once again, at this mo ment, to
hold firm and to com plete all that re mains
to be fin ished.” ’ ” (45th ap pa ri tion, March 20,
1953)

How good it is to think that the God of
im mor tal beauty who never tires of of fer -
ing His Love and His for give ness will
come, trans forming all things. It is through
the Eu cha rist, the source and sum mit of

Chris tian life, that God will trans fig ure our
time. It will be like a dream be come re al ity
and the ful fill ment of an cient proph e cies.

In the con text of the Year of the Eu cha -
rist, a re cent de cree of the Ap os tolic Pen i -
ten tiary, dated De cem ber 25, 2004, in an -
swer to the Holy Fa ther’s de sire, of fered a
ple nary in dul gence in or der to pro mote
pub lic and pri vate de vo tion to the Blessed
Sac ra ment. Pope John Paul II thus de -
sires that all the faith ful ac quire a deeper
knowl edge of and a more in tense love for
the in ef fa ble “Mys tery of the faith”, draw -
ing from it spir i tual fruits al ways more
abun dant.

The doc u ment em pha sizes to what ex -
tent the Eu cha rist, the great est of mir a cles 
and the su preme me mo rial of the Re -
demp tion, pro duces, in an in de struc ti ble
man ner, the unity of the Church, sus tains
it through the power of su per nat u ral
grace, floods it with an in ef fa ble joy and is
a su per nat u ral aid in nour ish ing the pi ety
of the faith ful and lead ing them to the per -
fec tion of their Chris tian life.

It in di cates that the ple nary in dul gence
is granted un der the usual con di tions, that
is to say, sac ra men tal con fes sion, Com -
mu nion and prayer for the in ten tions of the 
Holy Fa ther, while re ject ing all in cli na tion
to sin, ev ery time the pen i tent par tic i pates
with at ten tion and de vo tion in a lit urgy or a
pi ous ex er cise in honor of the Blessed
Sac ra ment ex posed or pres ent in the Ta -
ber na cle.

Fur ther more, the ple nary in dul gence is 
granted un der those same con di tions to
all those who, through their rules, are
obliged to pray the Lit urgy of the Hours, as
well as all the faithful who do so through
de vo tion, ev ery time they pray at the end
of the day Ves pers and Complines in pri -
vate, in their own homes, or to gether be -
fore the Lord pres ent in the Ta ber na cle.

The faith ful who, be cause of ill ness or
other just rea son can not re ceive the Eu -
cha rist in a church or a cha pel, may gain
the ple nary in dul gence in their own home
or wher ever they are which pre vents them 
from go ing to church if, hav ing ful filled the
three usual con di tions, they spir i tu ally visit 
the Blessed Sac ra ment, pray the Our Fa -
ther and the Creed and add a prayer to Je -
sus in the Blessed Sac ra ment (for ex am -
ple: “O Sac ra ment most holy! O Sac ra -
ment di vine! All praise and all thanksgiv ing
be ev ery moment Thine.”) If even that is
not pos si ble for them, they can gain the
ple nary in dul gence by of fer ing to di vine
Mercy the ill ness and dif fi cul ties of their
life and unit ing them selves spir i tu ally to
those who ful fill, in the or di nary way, the
con di tions set out to ob tain the in dul -
gence.

Lo cal and par ish priests must in form
the faith ful of this De cree in the most ap -
pro pri ate man ner and be avail able to hear
the con fes sions of the faith ful and lead the
pub lic prayers to the Eucharistic Je sus.
The faith ful too are en cour aged to bear
wit ness pub licly to their faith and their ven -
er a tion of the Blessed Sac ra ment by
means of pro ces sions, Eucharistic ad o ra -
tion, as well as spir i tual and Eucharistic
Com mu nions. Fa ther Benoît Picard
1. “A Eucharistic ini tia tive of this kind had

been on my mind for some time: it is a
nat u ral de vel op ment of the pas to ral im -
pulse which I wanted to give to the
Church, par tic u larly dur ing the years of
prep a ra tion for the Ju bi lee and in the
years that fol lowed it.” (Pope John Paul II,
Mane Nobiscum Domine / “Stay With Us,
Lord”, no. 4) “The Year of the Eu cha rist
takes place against a back ground which 
has been en riched by the pas sage of
the years, while re main ing ever rooted
in the theme of Christ and the con tem -
pla tion of his face. In a cer tain sense, it
is meant to be a year of syn the sis, the
highpoint of a jour ney in prog ress.” (Id.,
no. 10)


