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The Lady was sent by the Fa ther so
that the True Holy Spirit might come in this
Ad vent of the King dom, that was the con -
clu sion of the first part of this study.

THE EX PE RI ENCE OF 
THE JEW ISH PEO PLE

The wait ing for the King dom lasted all
dur ing the Old Tes ta ment which re veals
the Cov e nant of God with the Jew ish peo -
ple. The wait ing has con tin ued to our day
for this peo ple that still as pires to see ing
the prom ised Mes siah. This wait ing will be 
ful filled with the re turn of Christ. We need
to know that, al ready, there ex ists within
Ju da ism, a cur rent of thought held by a
small mi nor ity of peo ple who are be gin -
ning to yield to the ev i dence that Christ is
the prom ised Mes siah. This cur rent is
quiet but fer vent. Ways are be ing pre -
pared for the big day. While main tain ing
very much alive their re li gious her i tage,
some Jews are even join ing with Chris -
tians to study and ap pre ci ate the rich ness
to be found in the New Tes ta ment when it
is grafted upon the Old Tes ta ment. They
keep their re li gious tra di tions but adopt
the Chris tian faith. This ten dency will sim -
ply con tinue to grow.

The ex pe ri ence of the Jew ish peo ple is
nec es sary for a de fin i tive in ser tion of
Chris tian ity within all peo ples once the
one and only Mes siah will be rec og nized.

The Old Cov e nant pre pared the Re -
demp tion. Ev ery per son age – from Abra -
ham, Isaac and Ja cob to Mo ses, the Kings 
and the Prophets – brings his stone, re -
quested by Yahweh God, for the com ing
of the Mes siah. The Cov e nant also con -
ceals the be gin nings of the Co-Re demp -
tion. The Ark of the Cov e nant is its ra di ant
heart. The Sa cred Books announce the
mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion:

“I will put en mity be tween you and the
woman, and be tween your off spring and
hers; He will strike at your head, while you
strike at his heel.” (Gn 3:15)

“And a sword will pierce your own soul
too – so that the se cret thoughts of many
may be laid bare.” (Lk 2:35)

“Seeing his mother there with the dis ci -
ple whom he loved, Je sus said to his
mother, ‘Woman, there is your son.’ ” (Jn
19:26)

And the prayer of the Mag ni fi cat (Lk
1:46-55) has the same pro phetic di men -
sion.

“A great sign ap peared in the sky, a
woman clothed with the sun, with the
moon un der her feet and on her head a
crown of twelve stars. Be cause she was
with child, she wailed aloud in pain as she
la bored to give birth.” (Apoc 12:1-2)

The Apoc a lypse (in chap ter 12, verses 13
to17) re veals, in a grip ping cur sory glance,
the bat tle of the Woman pro tect ing the
King dom at a time when she and her chil -
dren are be ing sub jected to the at tacks of
the Dragon.

These fun da men tal scrip tural sources
will be an a lyzed later.

THE DY NA MISM OF 
REV E LA TION

Rev e la tion is not static, that is, fixed in
time. Rev e la tion is dy namic, that is to say,
it is like a liv ing or gan ism which de vel ops
and is en riched. Its breath is open and not
closed, wel com ing and not in flex i ble. Its
breath is the dy na mism of the Holy Spirit
giv ing birth, gen er at ing, for ti fy ing. To deny 
Rev e la tion this spir i tual open ness is to
pay no at ten tion to the at tain ments of the
his tory of the Old Cov e nant and the New
Cov e nant. Yes, there is the solid and un -
chang ing block of the Re demp tion, but
there is also the com pre hen sion of the Re -
demp tion that de vel ops over time and that

needs, in or der to reach its fulness, the
anal y sis of all the suc ces sive gen er a tions. 
To rely on the un chang ing char ac ter of
scrip tural Rev e la tion in or der to claim that
it is im pos si ble for God to re veal His will
and other spir i tual ideas to mys ti cal souls
would be most rash and even un just, for
the de vel op ment of Chris tian ity was built
from cen tury to cen tury on new spir i tual
ideas, stem ming some times from the in -
ter pre ta tion of the Magisterium and some -
times from pri vate rev e la tions, ideas
which rounded off, in a cer tain way, the ini -
tial Rev e la tion.

Some times, the new ideas came out
be fore pri vate rev e la tion, as was the case
for the Im mac u late Con cep tion. At
Lourdes in France, Mary came to con firm
the ti tle that had been given to her by the
dogma pro mul gated four years ear lier by
the Church, al though the Vir gin went fur -
ther than the Church did, as this lat ter
simply lim ited it self to rec og niz ing her as
hav ing been “con ceived with out sin”. But
in many other cases, the con trary took
place; the pri vate rev e la tion, which came
to the as sis tance of the Church, some -
times had to wait sev eral de cades or cen -
tu ries be fore be ing rec og nized. There is
the ob vi ous ex am ple of the de vo tion to the
Sa cred Heart of Je sus. The de vo tion to Di -
vine Mercy re vealed to Sis ter Faustina is
an other strik ing ex am ple. First of all, the
Sa cred Con gre ga tion for the Doc trine of
the Faith is sued a stern warn ing, un der
the pon tif i cate of Pope John XXIII, against
this new idea judged to be non-con form -
ing. Pope John Paul II re versed this judg -
ment so that this new idea which stemmed 
from a pri vate rev e la tion has now be come
a feast of the uni ver sal Church, a feast set
for the sec ond Sunday of the Easter sea -
son. This goes to show that the Church be -
gins by con demn ing its mys tics and later it
can on izes them. 

It hap pens that cer tain au thors quote
Saint John of the Cross as a jus ti fi ca tion
for their closed at ti tude re gard ing what pri -
vate rev e la tions can con trib ute to the de -
vel op ment of dogma and of the faith. In
fact, Saint John of the Cross warns souls
that there is a real dan ger of be ing led
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astray in con sid er ations re lated to rev e la -
tions and ap pa ri tions. In the con text of the
spir i tual di rec tion given souls too of ten in -
clined to let loose an un bri dled spir i tual
imag i na tion, pru dence is re quired. But it is
nev er the less hard to be lieve that Saint
John of the Cross’ com ments were meant
for the great spir i tual mas ters, men and
women, who have con trib uted and who
still con tinue to con trib ute even in our
time, to the ad vance ment of the ol ogy
through the pri vate rev e la tions they re -
ceive.

On the con trary, al though he issued
jus ti fi able warn ings, Saint John of the
Cross teaches that mys ti cal ways are to
be re spected. He be gins by sit u at ing the
stu dent, the neo phyte or the fer vent soul
in re la tion to God’s meth ods and means of 
in ter ven tion in the souls of His ser vants.
Letting Saint John of the Cross speak is
the best way to giv e an idea of his open -
ness in this re gard: 

“This di vine whis per which en ters in by
the ear of the soul is not only sub stan tial
knowl edge, but a man i fes ta tion also of the 
truths of the Di vin ity, and a rev e la tion of
the se cret mys ter ies thereof. For in gen -
eral, in the Holy Scrip tures, ev ery com mu -
ni ca tion of God said to en ter in by the ear
is a man i fes ta tion of pure truths to the un -
der stand ing, or a rev e la tion of the se crets
of God. These are rev e la tions on purely
spir i tual vi sions, and are com mu ni cated
di rectly to the soul with out the in ter ven tion
of the senses, and thus, what God com -
mu ni cates through the spir i tual ear is
most pro found and most cer tain. ” (Saint
John of the Cross, A Spir i tual Can ti cle of the Soul,
ex pla na tion of stan zas XIII and XIV, no. 20)

Ma rie-Paule’s charism op er ates in
con for mity with the in di ca tions given by
Saint John of the Cross. How ever, there is
more than that be cause there is also in her 
a mode of mys ti cal knowl edge from spirit
to spirit that is very pure. We will speak of
this later. All Ma rie-Paule’s Work and her
en tire life is wrapped in such a su per nat u -
ral at mo sphere. The most el o quent proofs 
of its au then tic ity are given as one reads
through the thou sands of pages of Life of
Love. We find in it the in ti mate jour ney of
so many peo ple whose con ver sion or re -
newal of the faith en riched the Church.
These per sons have wit nessed the ful fill -
ment of pro phetic words and dis cov ered
in their souls what sanc tity is, thanks to a
Woman to whom God en trusted an ex -
cep tional mis sion, that of act ing in His
name to save the world “in this time which
is Our Time”.

Saint John of the Cross ex plains what
the su per nat u ral man i fes ta tions are: “It
must first be known that rev e la tion is
naught else than the dis cov ery of some
hid den truth or the man i fes ta tion of some
se cret or mys tery. Thus God may cause
the soul to un der stand some thing by mak -
ing clear to the un der stand ing the truth
con cern ing it, or He may re veal to the soul
cer tain things which He is do ing or pro -
poses to do....

“As to these rev e la tions which are in -
cluded un der our sec ond head, God
grants them still in our time to whom He
will. He is wont, for ex am ple, to re veal to
some per sons how many days they still
have to live, or what tri als they are to suf -
fer, or what is to be fall such and such a
per son, or such and such a king dom, etc.
And even as re gards the mys ter ies of our
faith, He will re veal and ex pound to the
spirit the truths con cern ing them, al -
though, since this has al ready been re -
vealed once, it is not prop erly to be termed 
rev e la tion, but is more cor rectly a man i -
fes ta tion or ex pla na tion of what has been
re vealed al ready.” (Saint John of the Cross,
As cent of Mount Car mel, Book II, chap. XXV,
XXVII)

Any rev e la tion is a very great mys tery

which it is both dif fi cult and easy to ap -
proach, be cause any ap proach is rel a tive
since it re lies upon a lan guage that de -
pends upon one’s mi lieu of life, spir i tual
for ma tion, birth. Birth bag gage: the word
is more im por tant than it would ap pear to
be. It is even es sen tial, for the per son who
is born a Jew, a Mus lim, a Bud dhist, a
Cath o lic, an Or tho dox, a Protestant, etc.
is in flu enced by the re stricted con text of
his spe cific re li gious ed u ca tion, ex cept if
he be comes a mem ber of or is con verted
to an other re li gion, or if he can in te grate all 
the in flu ence of the other re li gions or if he
is su per nat u rally guided by God lead ing
the cho sen soul ac cord ing to His plans.
What is im por tant in this mat ter is not to
make a judg ment be fore the time of the
har vest has come. The Gos pel ju di ciously 
ad vises that the cockle and the good grain
be al lowed to grow to gether, that one not
try to pull out what seems to be the cockle
for fear that the good grain might come
with it. A les son of trust. A les son of open -
ness. A les son of growth.

PRI VATE REV E LA TION 
AND THE GOS PEL

Chris tian ity is sup ported by pri vate rev -
e la tions made to a cou ple of young Jews,
Mary and Jo seph.

“In the sixth month, the an gel Ga briel
was sent from God to a town of Gal i lee
named Naz a reth, to a vir gin be trothed to a
man named Jo seph, of the house of Da -
vid. The vir gin’s name was Mary. Upon ar -
riv ing, the an gel said to her: ‘Re joice, O
highly fa vored daugh ter! The Lord is with
you. Blessed are you among women.’ She 
was deeply trou bled by his words, and
won dered what his greet ing meant. The
an gel went on to say to her: ‘Do not fear,
Mary. You have found fa vor with God. You 
shall con ceive and bear a son and give
him the name of Je sus. Great will be his
dig nity and he will be called Son of the
Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of Da vid his fa ther. He will rule over
the house of Ja cob for ever and his reign
will be with out end.’

“Mary said to the an gel, ‘How can this
be since I do not know man?’ The an gel
an swered her: ‘The Holy Spirit will come
upon you and the power of the Most High
will over shadow you; hence, the holy off -
spring to be born will be called Son of God. 
Know that Eliz a beth you kins woman has
con ceived a son in her old age; she who
was thought to be ster ile is now in her sixth 
month, for noth ing is im pos si ble with
God.’ Mary said: ‘I am the ser vant of the
Lord. Let it be done to me as you say.’ With 
that the an gel left her.” (Lk 1:26-38)

Be fore Je sus was born, Jo seph be gan
to have doubts re gard ing Mary be cause
he could see that she was preg nant and
he thought of re pu di at ing her. “Such was
his in ten tion when sud denly the an gel of
the Lord ap peared in a dream and said to
him: ‘Jo seph, son of Da vid, have no fear
about tak ing Mary as your wife. It is by the
Holy Spirit that she has con ceived this
child. She is to have a son and you are to
name him Je sus be cause he will save his
peo ple from their sins.’... When Jo seph
awoke he did as the an gel of the Lord had
di rected him and re ceived her into his
home as his wife. He had no re la tions with
her at any time be fore she bore a son,
whom he named Je sus.” (Mt 1:20-21;24-25)

Be fore the threat of Herod who wished
to get rid of the Child Je sus, Heaven in ter -
vened once again: “Af ter they had left, the
an gel of the Lord sud denly ap peared in a
dream to Jo seph with the com mand: ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee
to Egypt. Stay there un til I tell you oth er -
wise. Herod is search ing for the child to
de stroy him.’ Jo seph got up and took the

child and his mother and left that night for
Egypt.” (Mt 2:13-14)

Later, Je sus of Naz a reth fol lowed the
voice and the will of His Fa ther to travel,
teach, pro claim the Good News. The Bap -
tism of Je sus by John the Bap tist is a great 
pri vate rev e la tion man i fest ing the glory of
the Trin ity and in au gu rat ing Je sus’ mis -
sion. Still later, Saul, a great per se cu tor of
Chris tians, was given his mis sion in a
mys ti cal and pri vate way; he be came
Saint Paul and he is con sid ered an Apos -
tle in the same man ner as Saint Peter.

Thus, the Gos pels abun dantly re late
the su per nat u ral man i fes ta tions sur -
round ing the com ing of the Son of God, in
spite of the ig no rance, if not the sys tem -
atic op po si tion, of the Jew ish re li gious au -
thor i ties, more par tic u larly the San hed rin,
the high est Jew ish in sti tu tion.

Even if the spir i tual con ti nu ity was re -
vealed by Heaven, ev ery thing was none -
the less new in the re la tion ship be tween
Je sus and the re li gious au thor ity. No link
or bond was cre ated be tween them. Even
if a few of its lead ers were an ex cep tion to
the gen eral think ing, the in sti tu tion re -
mained on its guard and nur tured its hard -
ened at ti tude. Given its think ing, it could
not ac cept to de part from the rec og nized
or ac knowl edged in ter pre ta tions of the
law of Mo ses. It was scan dal ized by Je -
sus’ re marks since He deeply dis turbed its 
hab its. It was afraid of los ing its au thor ity
and its priv i leges. It could not see that the
spir i tual evo lu tion was in the pro cess of
ex tend ing the in flu ence of Ju da ism to the
pa gan na tions who would hence forth
open them selves to the vir tues of the
teach ing of Abra ham, Mo ses and the
proph ets con cern ing the Sa cred Writ ings
re lated to the Cov e nant of God with His
peo ple.

The same is true for “this time which is
our time”, a time fore seen and an nounced
in the mes sages of the Lady of All Peo ples 
and in its cor ol lary, the Work of Life of
Love. A Work of Love that is a part of the
story of the new Is rael of the faith, that is to
say, Chris tian ity. There is the story of the
Cov e nant of God with the Jew ish peo ple.
There is the story of the new Cov e nant
with Chris tian ity. And now the con tours of
a new story are be ing drawn with, as its
cen ter, the Lady of All Peo ples, a story
that the theo lo gians will cer tainly have to
de fine later on when all will be com pleted.

THE THE OL OGY OF 
ADRIENNE VON SPEYR

Con verted to Ca thol i cism in 1940,
Adrienne von Speyr (1902-1967), a doc tor
and great mys tic from Swit zer land,
brought her con tri bu tion to the un der -
stand ing of doc trine and faith. What she
re ceived mys ti cally, she im me di ately dic -
tated. They were mainly com men tar ies
re lated to the Bi ble, writ ten in theo log i cal
lan guage which ri vals that of clas si cal the -
ol ogy. From the time of her con ver sion,
she was ac com pa nied and guided by Fa -
ther Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988), a
re nowned theo lo gian, ap pointed a car di -
nal a few days be fore his death. Strength -
en ed by her ex pe ri ence as a Protestant,
by her mys ti cal knowl edge and her mat ri -
mo nial ex pe ri ence, Adrienne man i fested
a great spir i tual open ness.

To read the se lec tion of pas sages writ -
ten by Adrienne von Speyr and re pro -
duced be low could in tro duce a greater
bal ance and se ren ity in the at ti tude man i -
fested by the re li gious au thor i ties with re -
gard to the Army of Mary and its Found -
ress, for their “fears” have given rise to a
real os tra cism. The mem bers of the Army
of Mary and its af fil i ated Works have been
liv ing in the cat a combs, in fact, since
1987, date at which their cel e bra tions and
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prayer meet ings were banned from the
churches. They then had to seek ref uge in
pri vate homes for lo cal meet ings and in
huge halls for their sol emn cer e mo nies
which were at tended by up to 5,000 peo -
ple. Fur ther more, in 2001, the Doc trinal
Note is sued by the Cath o lic Bishops of
Can ada “drove in the last nail” through a
pe remp tory judg ment handed down with -
out any di a logue or dis cus sion on the sub -
jects of con ten tion.

“Dogma has an un chang ing ba sis of
truth; from that point it opens up onto the
in fin ity of the liv ing and in ex haust ible truth
in God. Ob jec tively, there is an ab so lute
start ing point, but as soon as it is con -
ceived of sub jec tively, there is al ways
some thing rel a tive in it since, at that level,
the ab so lute truth can only be grasped
par tially and im per fectly, and finds it self
en gaged in a move ment of faith to wards
the Lord. The truth of God is in fi nite; as a
con se quence, in a dog matic state ment it
can only be out lined. The mea sure of dog -
matic truth is the Lord Him self, but the
Lord sees all things oth er wise and in an in -
fi nitely richer fash ion than any be liever.”
(Hans Urs von Balthasar, Adrienne von Speyr et
sa mis sion théologique, Apostolat des éditions,
1978, pp. 96-97)

“Yet, ev ery thing in Ca thol i cism is full of
mys tery.... Al though noth ing is hid den,
many things, with out love, re main veiled
to the in tel li gence. What ap pears to it to be 
lim ited only man i fests it self in its true in fin -
ity through love. What the in tel lect is in ca -
pa ble of hear ing is un ac cept able to it, but
should love be added to it, then all the fron -
tiers of truth have been pushed back....

As far as the sense of love is con -
cerned, all the mys ter ies... are truly mys ti -
cal... and, as a re sult, give rise to an in ex -
haust ible in ter pre ta tion. Ev ery thing that
re lates to love is al ways full of mys tery...”
(Id., p. 95)

“God so loves the world that He wants
to con stantly show it new as pects of His
love. That is why He un flag gingly leads
from the cen ter to the pe riph ery, in or der to 
en rich the cen ter. He con tin ues to do this
through out Chris tian cen tu ries even
though ev ery thing has al ready been in -
cluded in the Bi ble. Ev ery thing is there but
no one knows the fulness of Scrip ture....
God’s imag i na tion is con stantly at work to
draw the Church out of its con ven tion al -
ity.” (Id., pp. 97-99)

“He is the one who sheds light on the
whole and He has the time to wait for the
re sult He wants to pour forth, jus ti fy ing af -
ter the fact all that has brought about this
re sult. It is in  this that the eter nal  un ex -
pected of God consists.... But one can
never draw from God’s pre mises the con -
clu sions which He Him self has en vis aged. 
We can never fore see, based on His
prom ises, how they will be ful filled. The
real sig nif i cance of the prom ise is only re -
vealed through its ac com plish ment.” (Id.,
pp. 99-100)

The word to be re mem bered in the pas -
sages from Adrienne von Speyr is “love”.
Now, “love” is the cen tral theme of Life of
Love in spired by the Lord to re count a
mys ti cal jour ney which is sim i lar to the Re -
deemer’s Pas sion and leads to the mys -
tery of the Co-Re demp tion. A few sen -
tences taken from Adrienne’s com men -
tary give the just mea sure of the Work of
Life of Love in a fulgurant theo log i cal for -
mu la tion:

“... even though ev ery thing has al ready 
been in cluded in the Bi ble. Ev ery thing is
there but no one knows the fulness of
Scrip ture.... Many things, with out love, re -
main veiled to the in tel li gence. What ap -
pears to it to be lim ited only man i fests it self 
in its true in fin ity through love.... Ev ery -
thing that re lates to love is al ways full of
mys tery....  The real sig nif i cance of the
prom ise is only re vealed through its ac -
com plish ment.”

THE TIME OF
THE WOMAN

The mes sages of the Lady of All Peo -
ples given to Ida Peerdeman, a priv i leged
soul of Am ster dam in Hol land, be tween
1945 and 1959, form a unique frame work,
pre par ing the com ing of the Lady of All
Peo ples. The mes sages from Am ster dam
take up again the pro phetic zeal of
Ezekiel, Dan iel, Malachi, and the Apoc a -
lypse. Their fun da men tally cur rent na ture
re veals that the events of our con tem po -
rary world are in close sym bi o sis with the
Lady’s press ing de mand that the third and
fi nal Mar ian dogma, that of the Co-Re -
demp tion, be pro mul gated.

The mes sages from 1945 to 1959 car -
ried on during the Eucharistic Ex pe ri -
ences which the seeress, Ida Peerdeman, 
had be tween 1958 and 1984.

The prayer and the pic ture of the Lady
of All Peo ples have re ceived, over the
years, the im pri ma tur of a few hun dred
bish ops and from Car di nal Al bert
Decourtray, Pri mate of the Gaules, in
1994. Pub lic de vo tion and the rec i ta tion of
the prayer re ceived the of fi cial ap proval of
the Bishop of Am ster dam, His Exc. Bishop 
Hendrik Bomers and from his aux il iary,
His. Exc. Bishop Jo seph Maria Punt, on
May 31, 1996. Later, His Exc. Bishop
Punt, now tit u lar bishop, rec og nized, on
May 31, 2002, the su per nat u ral na ture of
the ap pa ri tions of the Lady of All Peo ples.

In a vi sion, Ida de scribed the lu mi nous
and mu si cal con text sur round ing the an -
nounce ment of the ar rival of the Lady’s
time and the sub lime maj esty em a nat ing
from it: “Dur ing Holy Mas at Holy Com mu -
nion in our Cha pel, I saw ‘the Light’ com ing 
and spread ing over all those pres ent.... I
heard ‘the Voice’ say ing very clearly: ‘The
pe riod of the “Lady of All Peo ples” as Co-
Redemptrix is draw ing near.’

“Heav enly mu sic sounded in my ears
and I saw a lus trous Crown spar kling like
di a monds....” (Eucharistic Ex pe ri ences, March
25, 1984, p. 102)

The re newed Church is an nounced in
liv ing terms which are at once sym bolic
and real. There em a nates from them a
spir i tu al ity in con for mity with the Church
as it has al ways ex isted and open to the
new lights of the Holy Spirit: “The door
opened slowly. ‘The Voice’ spoke: ‘Please 
come in.’

“All around me was Light and through
that Light I saw one large Com mu nity.
There was joy in side [over there] and I
heard: ‘This is the Church, the Com mu nity
open ing.’

“Sud denly this ‘Three fold Light’ was
shin ing over this Church, this Com mu nity
and I heard: ‘The Lady also is there in all
Her splen dour and glory. She who was
born and bore Me in her womb.’

“The Lady was in un dated by the
‘Three fold Light’ so that I could not see
Her, but I could feel Her pres ence. The
‘Ra di ant Fig ure’ then went out side and
pointed to that left-hand road and said: ‘Do 
you see what is lack ing with you? She, the
Lady was not there. It has be come an
empty, bar ren desert, be reft of its con -
tents. There fore I ask you: re trace your
steps. The Lady be longs there. If you con -
sider it in that spirit, your Church will be re -
born.’

“While these words were said, I saw the 
Vat i can and a Pope. Now I saw a Church,
a Com mu nity in un dated by Light and I had
the im pres sion, ‘a re born new Church’.”
(Id., Sep tem ber 8, 1974, p. 33.)

“... and I heard ‘the Voice’ speak ing
aloud: ‘And you, My Shep herd, (I now saw
a Pope) be fore you’ll come to Us, I wish to
ask you to bring Her, whom I have sent as
“the Lady of All Peo ples” into the Church,
the Com mu nity. This task be longs to your

Pri macy.... The world is in dis tress. Bring
Her who had to pre cede ev ery thing, into
the world. Be faith ful, don’t fear.’

“Now all things changed be fore my
eyes, and I viewed into the dis tance. Again 
I heard ‘the Voice’ say ing: ‘Look what has
hap pened.’ And I saw a com pletely re -
newed Church. ‘This is for the fu ture,’  I
heard; and in wardly I was told, ‘and yet es -
sen tially noth ing has been changed.’ ”(Id.,
Au gust 15, 1974, pp. 31-32)

THE RE BIRTH OF THE
CHURCH

The Lady ex pressly stated: “Your
Church will be re born..., a re-born new
Church...” The con di tions for this re birth
are in place. Sooner or later the Church
will open it self to “Her who had to pre cede
ev ery thing, into the world”. Al ready
among the small re main der about the
Woman, the con di tions have been
brought to gether. The Church must open
it self to the Lady’s call. It need not be
afraid, for the Lady has said: “es sen tially,
noth ing has been changed”.

NOTH ING HAS CHANGED...
AND YET EV ERY THING 

HAS CHANGED

“Now I saw a Church, a Com mu nity in -
un dated by Light and I had the im pres sion, 
‘a re born new Church’...”

The mes sage is clear: what is es sen tial
has been safe guarded. We will have to
stick to that. None the less, there is a com -
plete re newal of the Church, en riched no -
ta bly by a more ob vi ous Mar ian pres ence
in the fulness of her mys tery. In par tic u lar
there is no “less en ing” what so ever of the
Church’s sac ra men tal, moral and doc -
trinal tra di tion. Fur ther more, this de posit
which re mains stead fast is the un shake -
able rock upon which is erected the Com -
mu nity of Love pro posed to all peo ples by
the Woman un der the di rec tion of the
Spirit of Truth.

More over, the Lord gives to hu man ity
ir re fut able ev i dence of His sanc ti fy ing
pres ence as was the case in for mer times
with our Fa thers in the faith. The proofs
are of dif fer ent lev els:

– theo log i cal and exegetical proofs stem -
ming from an in-depth study of sa cred
texts re veal ing the cer tainty of their di -
vine in spi ra tion;

– proofs given by the deep en ing of the
faith of be liev ers;

– spir i tual proofs pro vided by priv i leged
souls and the proph ets called to trans -
mit the word of God to their con tem po -
rar ies;

– proofs and tan gi ble signs at test ing that
God is re ally pres ent among His peo ple.

All these fac tors are pres ent in the
Work of the Army of Mary of fered to our
time, no ta bly with re gard to the theo log i cal 
and exegetical proofs. We must stop to
con sider this, for, in all prob a bil ity, there is
a found ational event, quite ex traor di nary,
at the base of the Work of the Army of
Mary. This event can be dis cov ered in
chap ter 53 of the first vol ume of Life of
Love. The theme “The Hour of the Cru ci -
fix ion has ar rived” is sup ported by a
unique lit er ary struc ture that re sem bles
the lit er ary struc tures com mon in the Bi -
ble, that is to say, the cir cu lar rep e ti tion of
the same themes, ex pres sions and words
(or syn onyms), so that the ideas are re -
peated from one para graph to the next at
more or less reg u lar in ter vals, a phe nom e -
non that is ab so lutely un fa mil iar to the
Found ress. And yet, it takes con crete form 
in this chap ter of glory in which pri vate rev -
e la tion ex plodes into in dic a tive words,
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spec i fy ing, against all ex pec ta tion, God’s
pro ject for our time. This pro ject re sides in
the Lady, cho sen from all time to lead the
com bat of the Army of Mary, cho sen by
the “God of ar mies”, the bib li cal God as He 
re veals Him self on so many oc ca sions in
Sa cred Scripture.

Thus, it is quite ob vi ous and clear that
this chap ter 53 pro jects an in cred i ble light
on the events re lated in Life of Love. The
proofs pro vided by the exegetical and lit -
er ary anal y sis of this se ries of sen tences
bring the reader to ques tion him self on the
su per nat u ral or i gin of the qual ity of ex -
pres sion be ing drawn to his at ten tion. An

The Church Prays for Pe ter and Pe ter for the Church
At the news of Pope John Paul II’s

hos pi tal iza tion at the Gemelli Hospital,
the be liev ers through out the world re -
sponded pri mar ily through a more in -
tense prayer. In churches, fam i lies, re li -
gious com mu ni ties and in par ishes, the
faith ful con fi dently in voke God, pray ing
for the health of the Suc ces sor of Pe ter. 
This re minds us of an other scene of the 
life of the first Chris tians in Je ru sa lem
de scribed in the Acts of the Apos tles.
When Pe ter was ar rested and thrown
into prison by Herod, “the church
prayed fer vently to God on his be half”
(Acts 12:5). This prayer then led to the mi -
rac u lous lib er a tion of Pe ter from prison.

Our prayer is the most beau ti ful gift
that can be of fered to the Holy Fa ther at
this time, as a sign of com mu nion with
him, as an ex pres sion of faith and as a
con crete re ply to his con stant in vi ta tion
to pray.

Dur ing his pon tif i cate, Pope John
Paul II of ten em pha sized how nec es -
sary, if not in dis pens able, prayer is in or -
der to sus tain our faith, hope and char -
ity, to free our selves from hu man weak -
ness and moral sin. On ev ery occasion,
he wished to make us un der stand that
prayer is not an ac ces sory to life, that it
can not be some thing ad di tional or mar -
ginal; we can not live as Chris tians with -
out prayer. “We are dis ci ples of Christ
be cause we pray,” Pope John Paul II
said, add ing: “There fore, do not stop
pray ing! Do not let a day go by with out
your hav ing prayed, even just a lit tle.
Prayer is a duty but also a great joy, for it
is a di a logue with God through Je sus
Christ.”

The Holy Fa ther con stantly re minded 
us that he also counted on our prayers
for his “ser vice” and for his “min is try”
which is de rived from Christ’s will. He
deeply ap pre ci ates the gift of prayer of -
fered him by the faith ful and he asks that 
they pray for him, of ten con clud ing his
speeches with these words: “Pray for
me! Help me serve you!”

From this re quest of the Pope were
born sev eral ini tia tives in many Com -
mu nities, for the pur pose of pray ing for
him: the daily An ge lus of fered for him,
the monthly cel e bra tion of a Mass for his 
in ten tions, the rec i ta tion of the ro sary,
vis its to the Blessed Sac ra ment, etc.

Af ter his last hos pi tal iza tion at the
Gemelli Hospital, this prayer for the
Suc ces sor of Pe ter reached sig nif i cant
pro por tions. The Holy Fa ther draws tre -
men dous sup port, en cour age ment and
as sis tance from this uni ver sal prayer of
the faith ful.

He thanks each one for the wit ness of 
a con stant re mem brance, as sur ing ev -

ery one of his own prayer.
In fact, at the hos pi tal, the Holy Fa -

ther prays a lot. He is faith ful to prayer,
both per sonal and li tur gi cal. He concel -
e brates the Eu cha rist daily with his pri -
vate sec re tar ies, re cites the bre viary,
med i tates, pro ceeds to an ex am i na tion
of con science, does spir i tual read ing,
the way of the cross, says the com plete
ro sary and the An ge lus.

In this prayer, he em braces all that is
part of his ser vice of love for the Church
and for the world. Each day the Pope’s
prayer beats with the rhythm of the life of 
men and na tions. It is the most im por -
tant el e ment of his min is try of pas tor in
the ser vice of the Church and of the hu -
man fam ily. It con sti tutes the key for re -
solv ing the com plex prob lems of to day’s 
world.

Through his wit ness, the Holy Fa ther
has shown that ill ness and suf fer ing
must be lived in an at mo sphere of
prayer, in a spirit of faith, with the in ten -
tion of sanc ti fy ing and sav ing hu man ity,
in a to tal aban don ment to the will of
God.

This si lent cate che sis pro claimed by
Pope John Paul II from the Gemelli Hos -
pi tal was heard and re peated by the
Church and by the world. Be lievers and
non-be liev ers re al ize all they owe to
Pope John Paul II, the crafts man of the
civ i li za tion of love on earth at a time
when wars con tinue to be fought, when
in dif fer ence, ego ism, the abuse of
power and a con tempt for an ap par ently
use less hu man life are spread ing.

The weak ness of the body sheds
light on the strength of the spirit.
Strength in fra gil ity! That is the pro phetic 
di men sion of this ex traor di nary pon tif i -
cate, marked from the very be gin ning by 
the Cross of Christ. God’s ac tion in the
frailty of man.

Henryk Sienkiewicz, Pope John Paul 
II’s fa vor ite writer from his youth, the au -
thor of the fa mous novel “Quo Vadis?”
(for which he re ceived the No bel Prize),
ex pressed well this truth in the fol low ing
pas sage: “Pe ter, stand ing be fore the
group on its knees, now seemed to be
the pic ture of help less ness and de crep i -
tude.... Their moanings rose up one by
one in the peace ful night. The old fish er -
man had closed his eyes and shook his
head, his white head, over all this suf fer -
ing and this fear. Once again, noth ing
could be heard.... How ever, Pe ter had
be gun to speak.... My chil dren..., I am
but a speck of dust be fore God, but for
you I am His Apos tle and His Vicar, and I 
de clare to you, in Christ’s name: ‘No!
What is be fore you is not death, but
life.... In the name of Christ, may the

in tel li gence su pe rior to that of hu man na -
ture re ally pre sided over the in spi ra tion
and the writ ing of this mon u ment of graces 
which, over the years, has be come the
found ational event of the Work of Life of
Love from which is sued the Army of Mary,
the Fam ily and the Com mu nity of the Sons 
and Daugh ters of Mary, the Ob late-Pa -
triots, the Marialys In sti tute and the Com -
mu nity of the Lady of All Peo ples. That is
why the con tent of this chap ter 53 has al -
ways annoyed the re li gious au thor i ties.
We need to re read the anal y sis of this
chap ter, clearly fix ing in our minds the cor -
re spond ing fig ures dis sect ing the text (see

“The King dom”, no. 164, No vem ber-De cem ber
2003, “Fun da men tal Charism – Mar ian Epiph any
I”, pp. 15-17).

Life of Love is a prom ise, the prom ise of 
a de vel op ment which re veals the in cred i -
ble rich ness of the in fi nite mercy of the
Heart of God seek ing out hu man ity
through the Woman who has come to
gather to gether all the peo ples. A prom ise
of love. The prom ise of the Co-Re demp -
tion. The prom ise of the King dom. There
will be a hard bat tle, but the prom ised vic -
tory will be in the mea sure of the com bat.

Jan u ary 25, 2005 Marc Élie

scales fall from your eyes and may your
hearts be enkindled!’ He raised his hand 
as though he were giv ing an or der. They 
felt a new blood flow ing in their veins
and a shiver go ing up their spine. For
be fore them no lon ger stood a de crepit
old man, but a tremendous man who
was snatch ing their souls from the dust
and fear in or der to carry them far off....
And from his eyes, there shone a light
that was al ways more spar kling, and
from his per son, a great en ergy, an aura
of maj esty and ho li ness.... The hearts of
those pres ent stopped beat ing; they all
felt that his re gard could see things
which they could not dis cover with their
eyes of flesh.”

Czeslaw DRAZEK
(L’Osservatore Romano, no. 10 [2871],
March 8, 2005, p. 1, Fr. ed.)

Pope John Paul II
(Lourdes, Au gust 15, 2003)

“Con firm His Brothers 
in the Faith”

Con grat u la tions and thank you to all
the col lab o ra tors for our very beau ti ful
and unique pa per, Le Royaume. Thank
you par tic u larly to Marc Élie and Sylvie
Payeur-Raynauld for their very en light en -
ing ar ti cles; we must also men tion Fa ther
Pi erre who guides us and pushes us along
the road to be fol lowed. He is truly there
to “con firm his broth ers in the faith” af ter
the ex am ple of the apos tle Pe ter.

Let us give thanks to God and the Im -
mac u late for Fa ther Benoît’s wit ness, his
ap os tolic in flu ence, which, as Mother
Paul-Ma rie said, shows us “the power of
the Con se cra tion to Mary” for the tri umph 
of her Im mac u late Heart.
April 15, 2005 Lise Drou in
– The pa per Le Royaume is one of the viv -
i fy ing fruits of a great Sac ri fice. May God
help me make of my life an act of grat i -
tude.                 Chantal Savard-Barbeau


