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His Ho li ness Pope John Paul II,
Mary’s Pope, Has En tered Life

Pope John Paul II left this
world at 9:37 p.m. on April 2,
2005, dur ing the first hours of
the feast of Di vine Mercy
which he in sti tuted to in di cate 
to all the way to God’s Heart.1
The Church is mourn ing a
great Pope, and not only the
Church, but all of hu man ity.

God had granted him ex -
traor di nary gifts which he
hum bly placed at the ser vice
of all through out an ex cep -
tion ally rich and fruit ful life.

Pope John Paul II leaves
be hind the mem ory of a man
deeply im mersed in God –
that was the char ac ter is tic
that was most strik ing to
those whom met him and it
was doubt lessly the se cret of
the fas ci na tion he held –, as
well as the pro found at tach -
ment he had for the Mother of
God, to whom he en trusted
hu man ity many times.

He was a man of peace,
the most cred i ble am bas sa -
dor of peace on our planet,
even among the Heads of
State who liked to meet him.
He is one of the great est
Popes in the his tory of the
Church. Raoul Auclair had
named him: “John Paul II the
Great” in the ded i ca tion of the 
book L’Homme To tal which
he of fered him in 1985. Car -
di nal Marty who was the
Arch bishop of Paris at the
time called him “the Ath lete of 
God” and the ti tle stuck.

He will also go down in his -
tory as be ing the Pope of di a -
logue. Al though he had been
in vested with the high est
spir i tual au thor ity, yet, he
was the one who could hum -
bly lis ten to ev ery man,
woman or child, and more
par tic u larly, to the poor, the
op pressed, the sick. The Fa -
ther of all, in fact; in him, the ti -
tle of “Holy Fa ther” took on all
its mean ing. Alain
Vircondelet, one of his bi og -
ra phers, de scribed him as
the “Pope of close ness”, a
beau ti ful ex pres sion which
re calls the close con tacts he
was able to es tab lish with ev -
ery one, no mat ter what their
or i gins, race or re li gion were.

We will also re mem ber
him as the de fender of hu -
man rights, the de fender of
life, of all life, from the time of
con cep tion to death. He was

the voice of all those who
could not make them selves
heard. He gave the im pe tus
for the col lapse of the Com -
mu nist re gime which had
held East ern Eu rope un der
an iron yoke. Shortly af ter his
elec tion, he chal lenged this
re gime by de clar ing: “Church 
of si lence, pass through my
voice.”

He is also the Pope with all 
the re cords:
– He has criss crossed the

planet to bring to it the mes -
sage of Je sus Christ: 104
ap os tolic voy ages which
led him to 129 coun tries,
and 146 pas to ral vis its in It aly
– a to tal of 1,163,865 km,
that is, more than 28 times
around the world and 3
times the dis tance be -
tween the earth and the
moon.

– He drew the larg est crowds 
ever seen in con tem po rary
his tory: up to 4 mil lion peo -
ple (the Phil ip pines, 1995);
dur ing the World Youth
Days in To ronto, on Sun -
day, July 28, 2002,
800,000 peo ple had trav -
elled to come and see him
(the larg est gath er ing ever
held in Can ada); close to 18
mil lion pil grims have par tic -
i pated in Wednes day’s
Gen eral Au di ences.

– He be at i fied 1,338 ser -
vants and hand maids of
God and can on ized 482.

– He leaves be hind writ ings
which will serve as a bea -
con for gen er a tions to
come. Dur ing his pon tif i -
cate, he pub lished 14 en -
cyc li cals, 15 ap os tolic ex -
hor ta tions, 11 ap os tolic
con sti tu tions, 45 ap os tolic
let ters, 30 motu proprio,
hun dreds of let ters and
mes sages, 5 books, the
last one of which, Mem ory
and Iden tity, was pre -
sented as “his spir i tual and
po lit i cal tes ta ment”.

– Dur ing his 26 years of pon -
tif i cate (the third lon gest in
his tory af ter the Apos tle Pe ter
and Pope Pius IX), he held
nine con sis to ries dur ing
which he cre ated 232 car -
di nals.

– He won the hearts of the
young peo ple of the en tire
world like no other leader
has ever done, even though

he pro posed an ex act ing
moral to them by call ing
upon them to sur pass them-
selves in or der to fol low
Christ.
The se cret of such fruit ful -

ness? A life chis eled by tri als
and trib u la tions, molded by
the strug gle against “the ide -
ol o gies of evil” (Na zi ism and
Com mu nism) which, far from
crush ing this elite soul, led it
to the heights of love. In fact,
in Mem ory and Iden tity, the
Pope de clares: “All this evil is
pres ent in the world partly so
as to awaken our love, our
self-gift in gen er ous and dis -
in ter ested ser vice to those
vis ited by suf fer ing.” (p. 168)

AN EX CEP TIONAL DES TINY
Born on May 18, 1920 at

Wadowice, south of Krakow,
Karol Wojtyla passed through
the test of tri als and de tach -
ments at a very young age.
He was nine years old when
his mother died; four years
later, his only brother, a doc -
tor, was a car ried off by ill -
ness. And Po land had been
oc cu pied for over a year by
the Na zis when he lost his fa -
ther in Feb ru ary 1941.
“Lolek”, as he was af fec tion -
ately nick named, was now
with out any fam ily.

En dowed with an ex cep -
tional in tel li gence, a so cia ble
and dy namic per son al ity,
sports-minded, com pas sion -
ate and gen er ous, Karol was
also quite dif fer ent from his
com pan ions be cause of his
con tem pla tive na ture and a
rich spir i tual life. An ex am ple
of his gen er os ity: on a very
cold day, he met a poor man
on the street who did not
have a coat, so he took his off
and gave it to him. From his
very early years, he at tended
Mass ev ery day. How ever,
be fore his fa ther’s death, he
was not think ing of en ter ing
the priest hood but of a ca reer
in the the ater, for he had a
real tal ent for act ing. He was
in ter ested in phi los o phy; at
the Jagellon Uni ver sity, he
fol lowed courses in phi lol ogy
(the study of the Pol ish lan -
guage); and he wrote po etry.

Un der the Nazi oc cu pa -
tion, he pur sued his stud ies
in phi lol ogy in se cret, par tic i -
pated in the re sis tance. He
risked his life by par tic i pat ing

in plays, helped Jew ish fam i -
lies to es cape from the ghet -
tos and pro vided them with
false pa pers. To avoid be ing
de ported him self to a work
camp in Ger many, he found
work in a quarry not far from
Krakow, and then he worked
in the Sol vay plant. As soon
as this was pos si ble at his
work place, he would ab sorb
him self in the read ing of
Louis Ma rie Grignion de
Montfort’s True De vo tion to
Mary, a read ing which deeply 
marked him.

He be gan to at tend in se -
cret the Sem i nary of Krakow
in the fall of 1942. In 1944, he
mi rac u lously es caped death
twice.
– On the night of Feb ru ary

29, as he was re turn ing
home from the plant, he
was hit by a Ger man mil i -
tary truck. A woman pass -
ing by pre vented the other
ve hi cles from run ning over
the un con scious young
man and hailed a Ger man
of fi cer, who had him taken
to a hos pi tal where Karol
re mained for twelve days.

– Then came the “Black
Sunday” of Au gust 1944.
Fearing an up ris ing, the
Ger mans ar rested all the
men be tween 15 and 50
years of age; how ever,
hav ing en tered the build ing 
where Karol lived, they for -
got to search his apart ment 
where he was pros trate on
the floor in prayer.
In Jan u ary 1945, the Rus -

sians “lib er ated” Krakow and
Karol com pleted his the ol ogy 
at the Jagellon Uni ver sity. He 
was or dained a priest on No -
vem ber 1, 1946. Car di nal
Sapieha then sent him to
Rome to fur ther his stud ies
and he ob tained a doc tor ate
in the ol ogy un der the di rec -
tion of Fa ther Garrigou-
Lagrange, on April 30, 1948.
His the sis was en ti tled: “The
Doc trine of Faith of Saint
John of the Cross”.

When he re turned home,
once again there was blood -
shed in Po land, for Sta lin was 
try ing to sovietize the coun try 
with an iron hand. The Cath o -
lic Church be came the de -
fender of na tional iden tity,
and Fa ther Karol Wojtyla
played an in creas ingly im -



6    “THE KING DOM”, No. 172, March-April 2005

por tant role in this bat tle
against the Com mu nist re -
gime, the au thor i ties not hav -
ing re al ized quickly enough
the threat it rep re sented for
the party.

He had an ex traor di nary
influence over young peo ple
with whom he or ga nized ex -
cur sions. He pub lished a first
book of po etry, stud ied phi -
los o phy and pre pared a doc -
toral the sis on Max Scheler,
one of the fa thers of phe nom -
en ol ogy. He taught at the
Grand Sem i nary of Krakow
and then at the Cath o lic Uni -
ver sity of Lublin. 

In 1956, in mem ory of his
work as a la borer at the
quarry dur ing the Nazi oc cu -
pa tion, Fa ther Karol Wojtyla
wrote a poem in which is to
be found the fa mous sen -
tence of his pon tif i cate:

“Do not be afraid! Hu man
things have dis tant shores.
They can not be con tained for 
long in a chan nel that is too
nar row.” 2

In 1958, at 38 years of
age, Karol Wojtyla was ap -
pointed the Aux il iary Bishop
of Krakow and he chose as
his motto, “Totus Tuus”. He
be came an arch bishop in
1964 and three years later, a
car di nal.

Si mul ta neously, he
looked af ter his pas to ral re -
spon si bil i ties and main tained 
an in tense lit er ary and in tel -
lec tual ac tiv ity. He be came
known be cause of his in ter -
ven tions at the Coun cil and
dur ing post-conciliar syn ods; 
he was a mem ber of sev eral
Ro man con gre ga tions. He
dis tin guished him self at the
con gresses of phi los o phy
and the ol ogy. In 1974, he
was the dom i nant fig ure at
the In ter na tional Thomist
Con gress in Rome, to the
point where Josef Pieper of
Muenster de scribed the
event as be ing  “the Con -
gress of the Car di nal from
Krakow”, and where this play
on words cir cu lated among
those  par tic i pat ing in the
Con gress: “It is a truly a phe -
nom e non, a Car di nal
phenomenologist!”

THE POPE FROM AFAR
On Oc to ber 16, 1978, sev -

en teen days af ter the death
of Pope John Paul I, the Con -
clave elected the first non-
Ital ian pope in 455 years:
Car di nal Karol Wojtyla who
took the name of John Paul II
in honor of his pre de ces sors
and who pre sented him self
be fore the crowd as com ing
from “a far away land, but al -
ways close through the com -

mu nion of faith and its Chris -
tian tra di tion”.

It was not long be fore he
would up set the pro to col and
cer tain cus toms; at the very
least, the very choice of his
coat of arms would cause
sur prise by the ad di tion (with -
out any re gard for he ral dic
rules) of his motto and a
mono gram, the let ter “M” un -
der one arm of the cross, rep -
re sent ing Mary to whom he
had ded i cated his en tire life,
as his motto, which he took
from Saint Louis Ma rie
Grignion de Montfort, in di -
cates. 

On Oc to ber 22, dur ing the
in au gu ral Mass of his pon tif i -
cate, Pope John Paul II ad -
dressed the world:  “Brothers
and sis ters, do not be afraid
of wel com ing Christ and ac -
cept ing his power!... Do not
be afraid! Open, open wide
the doors to Christ. To his
sav ing power, open the
bound aries of States, the
eco nomic and po lit i cal sys -
tems, the im mense ar eas of
cul ture, civ i li za tion and de -
vel op ment. Do not be afraid!
Christ knows ‘what is in the
heart of man’ and He alone
knows it!”

Leaving the re spon si bil ity
of gov ern ing the af fairs of the
Church up to the Cu ria to a
cer tain ex tent, Pope John
Paul II went on the road to
pro claim the Gos pel, fol low -
ing the ex am ple of Saint
Paul, the Apos tle of the na -
tions. His ex traor di nary cha -
risma con quered the crowds.

But on May 13, 1981, the
world stared in hor ror: the
Pope was the vic tim of an at -
tempt on his life in Saint Pe -
ter’s Square. In the ep i logue
of Mem ory and Iden tity, Pope 
John Paul II and his sec re -
tary, Arch bishop Dziwisz re -
count the event. Arch bishop
Dziwisz de clares: “Agca shot 
to kill. That shot should have
been fa tal. The bul let passed
through the Holy Fa ther’s
body, wound ing him in the
stom ach, the right el bow,
and the left in dex finger.
Then the bullet fell be tween
the Pope and me.”

As for Pope John Paul II,
he states be ing con vinced
that “ ‘some one’ was guid ing
and de flect ing that bullet”.
Five months later, when he
took up again his meet ings
with the faith ful in Saint Pe -
ter’s Square, he de clared:
“Again, I have be come in -
debted to the Blessed Vir -
gin.... Could I for get that the
event in Saint Pe ter’s Square 
took place on the day and at

the hour when the first ap -
pear ance of the Mother of
Christ to the poor little peas -
ants has been re mem bered
for over sixty years at Fatima
in Portugal? For, in ev ery -
thing that hap pened to me on
that day, I felt that ex traor di -
nary moth erly pro tec tion and
care, which turned out to be
stron ger than the deadly bul -
let.” (Mem ory and Iden tity, ep i -
logue)

In 1982, the Pope went to
Fatima to thank Mary, and
the bul let that hit him was
given to the Fatima Shrine
where it was in serted in Our
Lady’s crown.

THE RE AL IZA TIONS
One of the great re al iza -

tions of his pon tif i cate was
the bring ing to gether of the
Cath o lic Church with Chris -
tians from other re li gious de -
nom i na tions and with non-
Chris tians. Assisi, the city of
Saint Fran cis, will hence forth 
be as so ci ated with the days
of prayer he held there with
rep re sen ta tives from all the
re li gions in the world in 1986
and 2002, giv ing as a watch -
word: “Not to pray to gether,
but to be to gether to pray”.
There was no ques tion of
“syncretism” or of a merg ing
of be liefs, but rather, it was a
mat ter of show ing that mu -
tual re spect and con struc tive
di a logue were pos si ble be -
tween peo ple with dif fer ent
be liefs. The “spirit of Assisi”
was in tended to pave the way 
to peace, for, as the Pope in -
di cated, “there will be peace
only when we will all have un -
der stood that we are one big
fam ily”. 

Al ways with re gard to this
bring ing to gether of re li gions, 
let us re call that Pope John
Paul II was the first Pope to
visit a Syn a gogue (Rome,
1986), a Mosque (Da mas cus,
2001), that he es tab lished
links with sev eral Or tho dox
Churches and with Re form
Churches, with out how ever
suc ceed ing in re build ing the
bridges with the Or tho dox
Church in Mos cow.

The Ju bi lee of the Year
2000 was also an out stand -
ing mo ment of his pon tif i cate, 
punc tu ated as it was by the
re quests for par don he made
on be half of the Church for its
er rors of the past. The text of
the re quest for for give ness
con cern ing the sins com mit -
ted against the Jew ish peo -
ple was placed by the Pope in 
the Wailing Wall in Je ru sa -
lem dur ing the Ju bi lee Pil -
grim age he made to the Holy
Land in March 2000.

Of all the voy ages un der -
taken by the Pope, the pil -
grim age to the Holy Land
was per haps the one that
prom ised to be a source of
greater pit falls or op po si tion,
and on the con trary, it
brought about a rare una nim -
ity. Ob servers spoke of a vic -
tory; the Heads of State of an
“his tor i cal voy age”; the be -
liev ers of the three great
mono the is tic re li gions of the
Holy Land – Ju da ism, Chris -
tian ity and Is lam – of rec on -
cil i a tion.

One can not think of this
pon tif i cate with out men tion -
ing the World Youth Day, a
cel e bra tion which an nu ally
brought young peo ple to
gather about the Holy Fa ther. 
In au gu rated in 1986 in Rome
on Palm Sunday, the World
Youth Day would be re -
peated at that time ev ery
year, ex cept for the seven
years when it would be cel e -
brated out side It aly: Bue nos
Ai res (Ar gen tina, 1987), Saint
James of Compostello (Spain,
1989), Czestochowa (Po land,
1991), Den ver (Col o rado, U.S.A.,
1993), Ma nilla (Phil ip pines,
1995), Paris (France, 1997), and
To ronto (Can ada, 2002).

John Paul II mer ited the ti -
tle of “Young Peo ple’s Pope”. 
They were fas ci nated by this
man who spoke to them and
who loved them as no one
else did. All over the world,
they wel comed him with an
ex traor di nary en thu si asm,
chant ing his name in cho rus:
“Giovanni Paolo” clam ored
the young Ital ians as they
clapped their hands; “John
Paul II, we love you” (ac cla -
ma tion which shook the sta -
dium in Den ver); “Juan Pablo 
II, te quiero todo el mundo”,
etc.

On the po lit i cal scene, be -
sides hav ing in spired the col -
lapse of the Com mu nist re -
gime, he con trib uted to the
res o lu tion of con flicts, vig or -
ously im pos ing him self on
Heads of State who were vis -
i bly sub ju gated by his cha -
risma. Un der his reign, the
num ber of coun tries main -
tain ing dip lo matic re la tions
with the Holy See rose from
85 to 174. He had an in flu -
ence in the broad en ing of the
Eu ro pean Un ion so that it
would be open to coun tries in
East ern Eu rope. Finally, he
of ten ad vo cated a greater
sol i dar ity be tween men and
be tween peo ples, con -
demned a cap i tal ism gone
wild and de nounced the  fail -
ings of glob al iza tion.

There is one point upon
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which he con stantly in sisted
through out his pon tif i cate,
that is, the cul ture of life as
op posed to the cul ture of
death. The Pope was for life,
as Christ was, and he con -
demned abor tion, eu tha na -
sia, the pol i cies en dan ger ing
the fam ily such as ho mo sex -
ual mar riages. Some have
re proached him with hav ing a 
con ser va tive view con cern -
ing the in di vid ual. Ques -
tioned on this mat ter by
Claudine Bourbonnais on the 
morn ing show of April 2 on
the RDI tele vi sion net work,
Jean Offredo, a friend of the
Pope and his ed i tor, de clared 
that there was “a great mis -
un der stand ing” with re gard
to Pope John Paul II’s think -
ing: 

“What does mod ern ism
and what does con ser va tism
mean? Be cause if mod ern -
ism means that any evo lu tion 
of so ci ety, no mat ter what it
is, is in the line of prog ress
and in the line of the lib er at ing 
of the hu man con science and 
the hu man body, and there -
fore that the Church would be 
be hind the times if it did not
fol low this mod ern ism, I ask
that one nev er the less pay
some at ten tion. Is eu tha na -
sia a hu man prog ress? Is
em bryo re search, if it is not
linked to mer can til ism, nec -
es sar ily a hu man prog ress?
Thus, we can mul ti ply a cer -
tain num ber of other such ex -
am ples where I would say:
‘Be care ful!’, for what may
seem to be mod ern ism is per -
haps a ter ri ble re gres sion.

“So the same thing can be
said for con ser va tism. If de -
fend ing a cer tain num ber of
val ues, no ta bly on the right to
life, [etc.], means that this is
con ser va tism, we must be
care ful!”

We can not re proach the
Pope for hav ing de fended
life, with out com pro mise,
based on the pro gram he had 
set for him self: 

“I have hoped and prayed
for a great re newal of faith
among Chris tians. I have
wished to en cour age be liev -
ers and all peo ple of good will
to de fend life, to pro mote re -
spect for the dig nity of ev ery
hu man be ing, to safe guard
the fam ily against so many
pres ent-day threats, to open
their hearts to the world’s
poor and ex ploited, and to
work for an in ter na tional or -
der built on re spect for the
rule of law and on sol i dar ity
with the less for tu nate.” (Malta, 
May 9, 2001)

To the sick and the hand i -

capped, he re minded them of 
their dig nity as sons and
daugh ters of God. And dur -
ing the last ten years of his
life, he be came one of them,
not hes i tat ing to show the en -
tire world his phys i cal lim i ta -
tions which were al ways in -
creas ingly no tice able, as ill -
ness caused him to be more
and more stooped and ren -
dered his el o cu tion more dif -
fi cult.

POPE JOHN PAUL II’S WAY OF
THE CROSS

In a world that has a cult
for beauty and youth ful ness,
where looks are an ob ses -
sion, the Pope dared to pro -
pose the val ues of the be ing
and he won his wager. The
vast ma jor ity of young peo ple 
and peo ple of all ages and
walks of life were not put off
by his as pect of suf fer ing;
rather, they were im pressed
by his tre men dous cour age,
his will to al ways go be yond
his strength, with out pay ing
par tic u lar at ten tion to his
body. We re mem ber his ar -
rival in To ronto when,
through an act of will and al -
though he was clearly suf fer -
ing, he in sisted upon com ing
down the stairs from the
plane on his own  in stead of
us ing the hy drau lic el e va tor
lift which had been in stalled
for him away from cu ri ous
looks.

To the very end, he re -
mained ex posed for all peo -
ples to see, even dur ing his
last ill ness, that cal vary
which lasted two months. It
has been said in ref er ence to
him that he was trav el ling his
way of the cross and rightly
so. And if some were
shocked to see him so di min -
ished, con sid er ing such pic -
tures to be in tol er a ble, it is
none the less true that this
state con fig ured him even
more closely to Christ, the
man of sor rows de scribed by
Isa iah:

“With out beauty, with out
maj esty (we saw him), no
looks to at tract our eyes;... a
man of sor rows, and fa mil iar
with suf fer ing, a man to make
peo ple screen their faces; he
was de spised and we took no 
ac count of him. And yet ours
were the suf fer ings he bore,
ours the sor rows he car ried.” 
(Is 53:2-4)

Even though he could not
speak to them, he in sisted
upon ap pear ing be fore the
faith ful to bless them, both at
the Gemelli Hospital where
he was hos pi tal ized in Feb ru -
ary and March and at the Vat -
i can. On March 27, Easter

Sunday, it was heart rend ing
to see him bless the crowd
from his apart ment win dow
look ing out onto Saint Pe ter’s 
Square and to try in vain to
give the bless ing urbi et orbi
(to Rome and to the world).
Wednes day, March 30 was
his last pub lic ap pear ance;
once again he stood at his
apart ment win dow and tried
in vain to speak, his face dis -
torted with pain.

The next day, Thurs day,
his con di tion wors ened
abruptly. On Fri day, April 1,
the Vat i can an nounced that
his state of health was very
se ri ous and that he had re -
ceived the Sac ra ment of the
Sick.  The Pope, in all se ren -
ity, was fight ing his last bat -
tle... Mil lions of peo ple
through out the world ac com -
pa nied him with their prayers, 
not only Cath o lics and Chris -
tians from other re li gious
con fes sions, but also Jews,
Mus lims, aided in this by the
tele vi sion net works of the en -
tire world – in clud ing the two
ma jor Arab net works, Al
Jazira and Al Arabyia – which 
trans mit ted al most con tin u -
ously pic tures of the Vat i can
where the win dows in the
Pope’s apart ment re mained
lit, and to which the eyes of
the en tire world were as
though glued and un der
which tens of thou sands of
peo ple kept watch.

Late Fri day night, when
the Pope was in formed that
many peo ple, es pe cially
young peo ple, were pray ing
for him in Saint Pe ter’s
Square, those with him were
able to grasp these words
which seemed to them to be
ad dressed to young peo ple.
“I went to you and now you
have come to me.  I thank
you.”

On Sat ur day, April 2, at
8:00 p.m., in Pope John Paul
II’s room, be gan the Mass of
Di vine Mercy cel e brated by
Arch bishop Dziwisz. The
Pope re ceived Com mu nion
and the Sac ra ment of the
Sick for the sec ond time,
while more than 60,000 peo -
ple prayed for him un der his
win dow. He died peace fully
at 9:37 p.m. A cit i zen of the
world, he no lon ger had any
fam ily mem bers to pray at his
bed side but he was sur -
rounded by the prayers and
love of the im mense fam ily of
the peo ple of God whom he
had wanted to hold tightly in
his arms through out his en -
tire pon tif i cate.

THE PLANET MOURNS
Hardly had the news of his

death be come known that re -
li gious and po lit i cal au thor i -
ties the world over be gan un -
der lin ing the im por tance of
this Pope who left a very
deep mark on the in ter na -
tional scene for a lit tle more
than a quar ter cen tury.
– The Amer i can Pres i dent

George W. Bush: “The
Cath o lic Church has lost its 
shep herd and the world a
cham pion of free dom.”

– The Ger man Chan cel lor
Gerhard Schroeder: “Pope
John Paul II has writ ten his -
tory; through his ac tion and
his in flu ence, he has
changed the world.”

– The for mer So viet Pres i -
dent Mikhail Gorbatchev:
“He was the top hu man ist
on this planet... He was
able to ac com plish a lot not
only for Cath o lics, but also
for the whole world.”

– The Phil ip pine Pres i dent,
Glo ria Ar royo: “The world
has lost a great spir i tual
bridge be tween all na -
tions.”

– The Pa tri arch of Con stan ti -
no ple re ferred to him as a
“vi sion ary” who worked at
bring ing to gether the Cath -
o lic and Or tho dox
Churches.
In Can ada, Prime Min is ter

Paul Mar tin un der lined that
the Pope was a “true apos tle
of peace”, while the for mer
Prime Min is ter, Jean Chrétien,
de clared: “I think he will al -
ways be thought of as ‘John
Paul the Great’.”

As soon as the Pope’s
death was an nounced, flags
were placed at half mast
through out the world, in Ot -
tawa, and on all gov ern ment
of fices in Que bec. The pa pal
flag was raised on the mast of 
the cen tral tower of the Na -
tional As sem bly in Que bec,
where it could be seen flut ter -
ing in the wind next to the
Que bec flag. Sev eral coun -
tries de creed days of na tional 
mourn ing: nine days in Po -
land, seven in Brazil and the
Phil ip pines, five in Par a guay, 
four in Costa Rica, three in It -
aly, Por tu gal, Chile, Bolivia,
Cuba, Leb a non, In dia, Egypt, 
etc.

Car di nal Marc Ouellet,
Arch bishop of Que bec and
Pri mate of the Church in
Can ada, was very moved
dur ing the press con fer ence
he held min utes af ter the an -
nounce ment of the Pope’s
death. “The feel ing that dom i -
nates in me,” he de clared, “is
grat i tude. Grat i tude to God
who gave such a wit ness of
Chris tian faith and such a fa -
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ther full of wis dom and com -
pas sion to the Church and to
hu man ity. Grat i tude to the
Pol ish peo ple who so well
pre pared and ac com pa nied
this son of pre di lec tion be -
long ing to a na tion marked by 
the mys tery of the cross.
Grat i tude to him es pe cially,
Karol Wojtyla be come John
Paul II, the man, the be liever
and the spir i tual leader, who
spent him self to the very end
with such in spi ra tion and
pas sion in the ser vice of the
Lord, of His Church and of all
his breth ren. A man who
fought all his life for hu man
rights and for the dig nity of
ev ery hu man be ing.”

FI NAL MES SAGE
On Sunday, April 3, af ter

the Mass of Di vine Mercy cel -
e brated in Saint Pe ter’s
Square, Arch bishop Sandri
read the text which had been
pre pared for the Re gina
Caeli, upon the ex plicit in di -
ca tions of the Pope and
which will re main his fi nal
mes sage:

“... To hu man ity, which at
times seems to be lost and
dom i nated by the power of
evil, ego ism and fear, the
risen Lord of fers as a gift his
love that for gives, rec on ciles
and re opens the spirit to
hope. It is love that con verts
hearts and gives peace. How 
much need the world has to
un der stand and ac cept Di -
vine Mercy!

“Lord, who with your
Death and Ressurection re -
veal the love of the Fa ther,
we be lieve in you and with
con fi dence re peat to you to -
day: ‘Je sus, I trust in you,
have mercy on us and on the
whole world.’...”

From April 3 to Fri day,
April 8, the day of the Pope’s
fu neral, the city of Rome was
lit er ally be sieged by more
than 3 mil lion peo ple who
joined with the Romans to
pay a fi nal trib ute to the Pope
whose mor tal re mains were
ex posed in Saint Pe ter’s Ba -
sil ica.

POPE JOHN PAUL II’S LAST WILL 
AND TES TA MENT

On Thurs day, April 6,
Pope John Paul II’s last will
and tes ta ment was made
pub lic: some fif teen manu -
script pages or five type writ -
ten pages, writ ten not all at
the same time, but on the oc -
ca sion of six Lenten re treats
preached at the Vat i can be -
tween 1979 and 2000. Here
are some ex cerpts from it:

“I thank all. I ask all for for -
give ness. I also ask for

prayer, so that God’s Mercy
will show it self greater than
my weak ness and un wor thi -
ness.

“Dur ing the Spir i tual Ex er -
cises I re read the tes ta ment
of the Holy Fa ther Paul VI.
This read ing has led me to
write the pres ent tes ta -
ment.... My per sonal notes
should be burned.... In re -
gard to the fu neral, I re peat
the same dis po si tions which
were given by the Holy Fa -
ther Paul VI [here he notes in
the mar gin: grave in the
earth, not in a sar coph a gus,
13.3.92.”] (March 6, 1979)

“Ev ery one should have
pres ent the pros pect of
death, and must be ready to
pres ent him self be fore the
Lord and Judge – and, con -
tem po ra ne ously, Re deemer
and Fa ther. I also take this
into con sid er ation con tin u -
ally, en trust ing that de ci sive
mo ment to the Mother of
Christ and of the Church – to
the Mother of my hope....

“ ‘Totus Tuus’ through the
Im mac u late in life and in
death. I hope that Christ... will 
ren der [my death] use ful also
for this most im por tant cause
which I seek to serve: the sal -
va tion of men, the safe guard -
ing of the hu man fam ily, and
in it of all the na tions and peo -
ples...” (March 1, 1980)

“When on the day of Oc to -
ber 16, 1978, the con clave of
Car di nals elected John Paul
II, the Pri mate of Po land,
Car di nal Stefan Wyszynski
said to me: ‘The task of the
new Pope will be to lead the
Church into the Third Mil len -
nium.’... ‘Vic tory, when it oc -
curs, will be a vic tory through
Mary’ – these words of his
Pre de ces sor, Card. Au gust
Hlond, the Pri mate of the Mil -
len nium used to re peat.

“I wish once again to ex -
press my grat i tude to the
Holy Spirit for the great gift of
Vat i can Coun cil II... As a
Bishop who has par tic i pated
in the conciliar event from the 
first to the last day, I wish to
en trust this great trea sure to
all those who are or will be in
the fu ture called to re al ize it.
For my part, I thank the eter -
nal Pas tor who al lowed me to 
serve this great cause in the
course of all the years of my
pon tif i cate.

“How can I not will ingly
em brace all the Epis co pates
of the world... How can I not
also re mem ber so many
Chris tian Brothers – not
Cath o lics! And the Rabbi of
Rome and the nu mer ous
rep re sen ta tives of non-

Chris tian re li gions! And the
many rep re sen ta tives of the
world of cul ture, sci ence, pol -
i tics, the means of so cial
com mu ni ca tions!

“In the mea sure that the
end of my earthy life ap -
proaches I re turn to the mem -
ory of the be gin ning, of my
par ents... [the Holy Fa ther
re calls the mem ory of all
those he came in con tact with 
in Po land, in Rome]... to per -
sons who in a spe cial way
were en trusted to me by the
Lord.

“To all I wish to say one
thing: ‘May God re ward you.’

“ ‘In manus Tuas, Domine, 
commendo spiritum meum.’
(March 17, 2000)” (Zenit
ZE050407)

A PLAN E TARY FU NERAL
Even at his fu neral, Pope

John Paul II will have fos -
tered rec on cil i a tion be tween
prin ci pal ac tors on the po lit i -
cal scene and rep re sen ta -
tives of re li gions of the world
who had gath ered in Saint
Pe ter’s Square to pay their
last re spects to him.
– Ten kings and queens and

76 Heads of State and of
gov ern ments who had
come to honor the Man of
Peace also had to en gage
in a dip lo matic ex er cise at
the same time, de pend ing
on cir cum stances. Quite
re marked was the hand -
shake ex changed by the
Pres i dent of Israel with the
Pres i dents of Syria and
Iran, be tween the Amer i -
can Pres i dent and the
French Pres i dent. The
noted ab sences: China (no 
doubt mo ti vated by the
pres ence of the Pres i dent
of Tai wan) and Rus sia.

– Some twenty Pa tri archs
from Or tho dox Churches
joined the 157 Cath o lic
Car di nals, in clud ing the
Pa tri arch of Con stan ti no -
ple, a rep re sen ta tive of the
Pa tri arch of Mos cow and
the Pa tri arch of Greece. 
Along with the rep re sen ta -
tives from other Chris tian
Churches, among them the 
Arch bishop of Can ter bury,
the Pri mate of the An gli can
Church, there were 18 per -
son al i ties from world wide
Ju da ism, and 20 from Is -
lam, as well as 7 Bud dhists, 
Sikhs and Hin dus.
The event was cov ered by

more than 6,000 jour nal ists
and 90 tele vi sion sta tions. It
was es ti mated that 800 mil -
lion peo ple fol lowed the
Mass tele vised live to the five
con ti nents. More than one

mil lion peo ple had trav elled
to at tend the cer e mony:
500,000 in Saint Pe ter’s
Square and the Via della
Conciliazione (fac ing the Ba -
sil ica) and 600,000 in the city
squares, the Col os seum, as
well as the uni ver sity cam pus 
of Tor Vergata and Maxime
Cir cus. (In all twenty-five gi -
ant screens had been set
up.) The cer e mony was also
re-trans mit ted on a gi ant
screen in the squares of all
the ma jor cit ies of It aly and in
the park in Krakow where
800,000 Pol ish peo ple had
gath ered.

The fu neral Mass was pre -
sided over by Car di nal Jo -
seph Ratzinger. On the
Pope’s cy press cof fin,
placed be fore the al tar, a
large book con tain ing the
Gos pels had been laid open.
With the wind gusts sweep -
ing through Saint Pe ter’s
Square, the pages were
seen to turn rap idly and then
the book closed, as though to 
mark the end of a life in the
ser vice of the Gos pel. 

The crowd pres ent “can -
on ized” Pope John Paul II, so 
to speak, by chant ing sev eral 
times dur ing the Mass, these
words which had also been
writ ten on ban ners: “Santo
subito!” (Saint im me di ately!). 
At the end of the Mass, the
Holy Fa ther was hon ored by
a long ova tion of seven min -
utes dur ing which the faith ful
chanted “Santo!” and fi nally,
the cry of young Ital ian peo -
ple: “Giovanni Paolo!”

Pope John Paul II’s cof fin
was placed in the crypt be low 
Saint Pe ter’s Ba sil ica in the
Saint Longinus Or a tory, di -
rectly in the ground, at the
very place where Blessed
John XXIII lay be fore his re -
mains were brought into the
Ba sil ica af ter his be at i fi ca tion 
in Sep tem ber 2000.

As ton ish ment and grat i -
tude will unite all peo ples
when we will be able to un -
der stand the signs ac com -
plished by His Ho li ness Pope 
John Paul II, Mary’s Pope,
whose tre men dous in flu ence 
made the heart of the planet
beat.
April 9, 2005

Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld

1. In the Church, the cel e bra tion 
of im por tant li tur gi cal feasts
be gins at night on the eve of
the feast with the of fice of
Ves pers.

2. Quoted by Ber nard Lecomte
in his bi og ra phy of the Pope,
Jean-Paul II, pub lished by
Éditions Gallimard in 2003,
p. 65.


