
doors for them and also
opened his heart. Ev ery thing
was pre pared with great
discretion, in si lence and
peace, in this place where
the darnel of cal um nies had
not been sown. And the or di -
na tion took place on Au gust
14, 1999.

But our ad ver sar ies were
not van quished and they
con tin ued to main tain their
re bel lious and pro voc a tive
at ti tudes. Shortly there af ter,
open war fare was de clared
upon Bishop Camp bell while
the bat tle against Bishop
LaRocque reached new
heights through an odi ous
cam paign of den i gra tion
against him per son ally that
was spread over the
“Internet” net work. The in no -
cence of the ac cused was
very quickly proven and, hap -
pily, Bishop LaRocque was
ex on er ated from all blame.

A DOC TRINAL NOTE
On Au gust 15, 2001, the

Ca na dian Con fer ence of
Cath o lic Bish ops (CCCB)
used the oc ca sion of the
feast of the As sump tion of the 
Vir gin Mary to ban ish from
the Church the Army of Mary,
a Work given by Heaven.

This Doc trinal Note was
adopted by 93 bish ops for
and 2 against. Who were the
two op posed to it? His Exc.
Bishop Eugène P. LaRoc que,
Bishop of Al ex an dria-Corn -
wall in On tario and His Exc.
Bishop Colin Camp bell, Bish -
op of Antigonish in Nova Sco -
tia who, af ter hav ing ob -
served the Work and the
Sons of Mary for sev eral
years did not hes i tate to call
for their aid. A let ter on the
sub ject, ad -
dressed to
His Em i nen -
ce Cardinal
Jo seph Rat -
zinger, then
the Pre fect of 
the Con gre -
ga tion for the 
Doc trine of
the Faith,
dat ed July 9, 2001, bears wit -
ness to Bish op La Rocque’s
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A DAUNT LESS DE FENDER: His Ex cel lency 
Bishop Eugène P. LaRocque

(Ex cerpts of texts put to gether by Sis ter Chantal BUYSE)

A PRU DENT, HON EST 
AND JU DI CIOUS BISHOP

Bishop LaRocque has
known the Sons and Daugh -
ters of Mary since 1987 when 
he had gone to Rome where
he had made their ac quain -
tance and also through the
ar rival in his di o cese of a
priest af fil i ated to the Fam ily
of the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary. Other vis its took place
in It aly on sev eral oc ca sions,
to meet with the priests,
Broth ers and Sis ters, in or der 
to ob serve them more
closely.

In 1995, he vis ited sev eral
res i dences of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary in Que -
bec, in or der to be come
better ac quainted with the
peo ple and the places. At
that time, he met the Su pe ri -
ors, as well as the Found -
ress, Mother Paul-Ma rie, four 
of her five chil dren and her
mother, Mrs. Laura Bégin-
Giguère. There fore, it was
with great re spect  of the
most el e men tary and most
char i ta ble pro pri eties that he
de cided to open his heart by
al low ing the Com mu nity of
the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary to ex er cise its apos-
tolate in his di o cese.

“You can ex pect to carry
the cross,” Mother Paul-Ma -
rie had warned him at the
time, ex plain ing that it would
be a mat ter of “op po si tion,
scorn, cal umny and ven -
geance”. In fact, im me di ately
af ter wards, ec cle si as ti cal au-
thorities joined forces against 
Bishop LaRocque, as well as
there be ing a gen eral out cry
among cer tain of his priests
and lay peo ple. 

In 1996, the or di na tion of

four Sons of Mary was
planned to take place at
Cornwall by His Ex cel lency
Bishop Eugène P. LaRoc -
que, with the
ap proval and
in the pres en -
ce of His Exc.
Bishop Paul
Mi chael Boy -
le, Ap os tolic
Vicar of Man -
deville in Ja -
maica, where
the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary were also working. A
cam paign of de mo li tion was
at once set on foot with the
aim of pre vent ing that or di na -
tion cer e mony. What an ig no -
ble as sault! And yet the or di -
na tion cer e mony took place
in joy, peace and beauty.

An other or di na tion was
sched uled, again at Cor n-
wall, for June 1997. The ad -
ver sar ies worked more fu ri -
ously than ever. On March
24, 1997, the Con gre ga tion
for the In sti tutes of Con se -
crated Life and So ci et ies of
Ap os tolic Life in formed Fa -
ther Pi erre Matropietro, then
the Su pe rior Gen eral of the
Sons of Mary, that His. Exc.
Bishop Gilles Cazabon,
O.M.I., then the bishop of
Timmins in On tario, had
been ap point ed Pon tif i cal
Com mis sion er for the Sons
of Mary.

The ad ver -
sar ies knew
that in act ing
in this way
they would
suc ceed in
block ing the
or di na tion, for 
the ap point -
ment of a

Com mis sioner sus pended,
by that very fact, the au thor ity 
of Their Ex cel len cies  Bish -
ops La Roc que and Boyle,
the only ones who had knowl -
edge of the Com mu nity of the 
Sons and Daugh ters of Mary, 
hav ing had them for sev eral
years, in ad di tion, un der their
epis co pal ju ris dic tion. This
new ap point ment im posed
by Rome was found to be
rather strange given the fact
that the prob lems did not
come from within the Com mu -
nity, but from out side it.

So the or di na tion of Fa ther 
Stéphane Gamache was
cancelled a short time be fore
the date set, cre at ing a scan -
dal among the faith ful. Sub -
se quently, the au thor i ties at -
tempted on nu mer ous oc ca -
sions to wash their hands of a 
sit u a tion which had be come
un com fort able, im put ing all
the re spon si bil ity for the post -
pone ment of the or di na tions,
which had been an nounced
and pre pared long in ad -
vance, to Fa ther Pi erre Mas -
tro pietro.

AN OTHER DOOR OPENS
In 1997 His Ex cel lency,

Bishop Colin Camp bell, Bish -
op of Anti -
gonish in
No va Sco -
tia, a mar i -
time prov -
ince, asked
to have
Sons of Ma -
ry for his di -
o cese, and
they open -
ed a mis sion there at the end
of June 1998. He too had met
the di rec tors and had come
to visit the dif fer ent res i -
dences of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary in Que bec 
and had asked, be sides, to
meet Mother Paul-Ma rie.

Hav ing sub se quently
learned that four Sons of
Mary, in clud ing Fa ther
Stéphane Gamache, would
be ready to be or dained in
1999 (three to the priest hood
and one to the diaconate),
His Ex cel lency, well aware of
the sit u a tion, opened the

His Exc. Bishop P. LaRoque

His  Exc.
P. M. Boyle

His Exc.
G. Cazabon

H. Em. Card.
J. Ratzinger

His Exc.
C. Camp bell

Mr. & Mrs. van Nooten re -
fer, in their let ter, to the pos i -
tive ac tion of His Exc. Most
Rev. Eugè ne P. La Roc que,
Bishop emer i tus of Al ex an -
dria-Corn wall who opened
the door of his di o cese to the
Daugh ters of Mary (1993)
and to the Sons of Mary
(1996). What was his at ti -
tude?

Or di na tion on June 23, 1996 - Cornwall, On tario Or di na tion on Au gust 14, 1999 - Arichat, Nova Scotia
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re mark able hon esty... A let ter which,
once again, did not re ceive an an swer.
Be fore the im mi nence of the pub li ca tion
of the Doc trinal Note, Bishop La Roc que
in formed his priests of the in jus tice of
the bish ops in his bul le tin Inter Nos (p.
21).

Bishop Colin Camp bell re tired in
2002 for health rea sons while Bishop
Eugène P. LaRocque, hav ing reached
that year the ca non i cal age of re tire -
ment, handed in his let ter of res ig na tion
ac cord ing to the norms of Canon Law.
The ra pid ity with which his res ig na tion
was ac cepted and his re place ment ap -
pointed was of fen sive.
A NEW COM MIS SIONER

From the very be gin ning of his man -
date as Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, His
Exc. Bishop Gilles Cazabon, ac cu mu -
lated blun ders..., to such a point that in
May 2003, a new let ter from Rome an -
nounced that he was be ing re placed by
His Exc. Bishop Terrence Prender gast,
S.J., Arch bishop of Hal i fax. Once again, 

this new ap point -
ment proved that
the prob lems were
not in ter nal to the
Com mu nity of the
Sons of Mary.  Al -
though a re li gious
au thor ity had al -
ready con fided to
Fa ther Pi erre ten
years ear lier that
the Sons of Mary
would have been
jus ti fied to re bel,

once again, Mother Paul-Ma rie asked
that pa tience be ex er cised and that
open ness and a warm wel come be
given to the new Com mis sioner. This
re quest was re peated, sub se quently,
even if, at the end of the first meet ing
which took place in July 2003, proof had
been given us that the Com mis sioner’s
man date was al ready very clearly de -
fined...

FUL FILL MENT OF THE LORD’S WORDS

Thus the Lord’s words to Ma rie-
Paule are be ing ful filled: “THE CHURCH
IS PAR A LYZED BE CAUSE OF THE PET TI -
NESS OF BISH OPS” (Life of Love, vol. IX,
chap. 43, p. 198, 1974), and those of Mary at
Akita in Ja pan: “CAR DI NALS OP POSED
TO CAR DI NALS, BISH OPS RANG ING
THEM SELVES AGAINST OTHER BISH -
OPS” (Shimura Tatsuya, La Vierge Ma rie pleure
au Japon (Akita), Swit zer land, Éditions du Parvis,
1985, pp. 44-45). It should be noted that the
statue of the Vir gin rep re sent ing the
Lady of All Peo ples wept 101 times be -
tween 1975 and 1981. In 1975, through
the in ter me di ary of the press, ra dio and
tele vi sion, the 115 mil lion Jap a nese all
heard about the ex traor di nary phe nom -
ena of the “Vir gin of Akita”. Many even
saw them on their tele vi sion screens.
The au then tic ity of the events was rec -

og nized by the lo cal bishop in 1984.

GAMALIEL’S AT TI TUDE

The at ti tude of a bishop, one open to
the as ceti cal and mys ti cal ways, His
Exc. Bishop Eugène P. LaRocque,
Bishop of Al ex an dria-Cornwall, re minds 
us of Gamaliel’s at ti tude. More than
that, Bishop LaRocque was the only
bishop who, for years be fore re ceiv ing
them, stud ied the Sons and Daugh ters
of Mary, ask ing ques tions about the
Work's writ ings, not to find fault, but in
or der to have a just un der stand ing of the 
other’s think ing. He was also the only
bishop ca pa ble of giv ing in for ma tion,
even to Pope John Paul II, with jus tice
and full knowl edge of the case, even if
he did not un der stand ev ery thing – and
this is only nor mal, for that is what walk -

His Exc. Bishop
T. Prendergast

ENTRE NOUS !

Vol. XVI – no. 3 – July 26th, 2001

Chers con frè res dans le sa cer doce,

Vous n’ê tes pas sans sa voir que la
CECC a de man dé aux évê ques du Ca na -
da de vo ter sur la Dé cla ra tion doc tri nale
contre l’Armée de Marie, qui est main te -
nant à Rome pour le re co gni tio.

En dé pit de mes ef forts, au cun dia -
logue avec les ac cu sé(e)s n’a eu lieu,
soit au ni veau dio cé sain, na tio nal ou de
la Curie. J’y vois une in jus tice fla grante
(même l’Inqui si tion per met tait aux ac -
cu sés de se dé fendre).

Je dois main te nant me pré pa rer pour 
l’i né vi table; je par tage avec vous ce que
je me pro pose de faire: après la Dé cla ra -
tion, puisque l’é vêque est res pon sable
de la saine doc trine dans son dio cèse, je
de man de rai aux mem bres laïcs, aux re li -
gieu ses et aux prê tres de faire Pro fes sion 
de foi; puisque je ne peux ni im po ser ni
nier des ré vé la tions pri vées, j’in sis te rai
qu ’en pu blic ils n’en sei gnent que ce que
l’Église ca tho lique en seigne (ce que les
prê tres ont tou jours fait, d’ail leurs). Oui, 
les ac cu sa tions sont sé rieu ses, mais la
jus tice la plus élé men taire exige qu ’on
en tende les ac cu sé(e)s. Entre-temps on
es saie ra d’être aus si juste que pos sible
ici, en notre Église lo cale !

† Eu gène P. La Rocque
Évêque d’Alexan dria-Corn wall

BETWEEN US !

Vol. XVI – no. 3 – July 26th, 2001

Dear Bro thers:

As many of you are aware the CCCB
has asked the Bish ops of Can ada to vote
on a Doc trinal Dec la ra tion against the
Army of Mary, which is now in Rome for
recognitio.

In spite of my ef forts no di a logue with 
those ac cused has occurred, ei ther on the
Di oc e san, Na tional or Cu ria level. I be -
lieve this is an in jus tice (even the In qui si -
tion al lowed the ac cused to an swer their
ac cus ers).

I must now pre pare for the in ev i ta ble; I 
share with you what I pro pose to do after
the Dec la ra tion, since the Bishop is re -
sponsible for the pu rity of doc trine in his
Di o cese. I shall ask the lay mem bers, the
Sis ters and Priests of the Army of Mary in
our Di o cese to make a Pro fes sion of faith;
since I can nei ther force them to ac cept or
deny pri vate rev e la tions, I shall in sist that
pub licly they must teach only what the
Church teaches (which is what the Priests
have al ways done).

Yes, the ac cu sa tions are se ri ous, but
ba sic so cial jus tice re quires that the ac -
cused be given a hear ing. Un til then, we
shall try to be as just as pos si ble in our lo -
cal Church!

† Eu gene P. La Rocque
Bis hop of Alexan dria-Corn wall

DIOCESE ALEXANDRIA-CORNWALL
220 CH. MONTRÉAL (RD) – C.P./BOX 1366 CORNWALL, ONTARIO K8H 5V4

TÉL. (613) 933-1138  FAX (613) 937-4931

INTER NOS

ing in pure faith is.
Just as Mary and Jo seph did not un -

der stand when Je sus had to take care
of His Fa ther’s busi ness, so also Bishop 
LaRocque was not able to un der stand
ev ery thing, but he adopted the praise -
wor thy po si tion of not war ring on God’s
Work, con tem plat ing, rather, the fruit he
saw rip en ing in his di o cese, sup ported
by the ma jor ity of his di oc e san faith ful,
for they also saw the fruit, and know ing
how to de fend the cause of the Sons
and Daugh ters of Mary, even in the me -
dia, when they were at tacked.

Sis ter Chantal Buyse

(Based on texts writ ten by Mother Paul-
Ma rie and pub lished in is sues no. 123,
136, 147 and 158 of Le Royaume.)

“... IN THE TROU BLED WA TERS OF
THE IN COM PRE HEN SION OF MYS TI CAL WAYS...”

by Fa ther Pi erre MASTROPIETRO
Hav ing been in formed long be fore of the obsure mach i na -

tions which, in Au gust 2001, led to the pub li ca tion of the Doc -
trinal Note by the Ca na dian Con fer ence of Cath o lic Bish ops
(CCCB) with re gard to the Army of Mary and be fore the im mi -
nence of the pub li ca tion of that Note, Mother Paul-Ma rie
wrote a let ter to His Ex cel lency Bishop Eugène P. LaRocque,
on July 3, 2001, to ex press her thoughts to him. Here is a short 
ex cerpt from this let ter:

“... You have set your self apart from a col le gi al ity which,

per haps, is nav i gat ing, un for tu nately, in the trou bled wa ters
of the in com pre hen sion of mys ti cal ways, es pe cially given the 
fact that ev ery Work of God, al ways new, is brought forth at a
time of dec a dence of the priest hood, which is why God acts
by pass ing through the lit tle ones to re al ize the plan He has to
save His Church.

“We are pre pared to ac cept the ver dict of the Ca na dian
epis co pate – even if there are ram i fi ca tions all the way to


