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THE DE VEL OP MENT OF CHRIS TIAN ITY
The Church de vel ops like any liv ing or -

gan ism. It re sponds to the call of di vine life
and this re sponse has in ces santly been
ex pressed by the ser vants and hand -
maids of the Church since the be gin ning of 
Chris tian ity. To study its his tory is to read,
pre cisely, about the work of birthing from
which the Church ben e fits and which al -
lows it a con stant and per ma nent re newal. 
In the sec ond part of “The Ad vent of the
King dom or the Ad vent of the Lady of All
Peo ples” (Le Royaume, no. 172, March-April
2005), the sol emn re sult of the trans for ma -
tion of the old Church into a re newed
Church is clearly ex plained. It is of this re -
newed Church that the Lady of All Peo ples 
speaks in her mes sages, in liv ing terms
that are both sym bolic and real. It will be
the time of the re birth of the Church.

This res to ra tion is brought about in the
same way that life develops in the heart of
a per son, par tic u larly the spir i tual and
mys ti cal life. Saint Paul ad mi ra bly de fined
the pro cess whereby the Chris tian man or
woman as so ci ates him self or her self with
this mys te ri ous ac tion: “The life I live now
is not my own; Christ is liv ing in me.” 
(Gal 2:20)

Life of Love is the liv ing echo of the
pres ence of Christ in Ma rie-Paule, and it is 
well and truly Christ living in each of the
mem bers of the Work sub jected to a trans -
form ing spir i tual as cet i cism through his
con stant fi del ity to the com mit ments of his
Bap tism and Con fir ma tion. The sac ra -
ments are a sort of in cor po ra tion of the
per son in Christ who com mu ni cates to
him His love and power. A ful fill ing re la -
tion ship. An elat ing re la tion ship in which
God es pouses the soul that of fers it self to
Him.

“The life I live now is not my own; Christ
is liv ing in me.” (Gal 2:20) Saint Paul has de -
scribed well this mys tery of di vine close -
ness, a phe nom e non through which the
spirit of a per son is made pres ent to an -
other per son. This pos si bil ity was quite
real in the eyes of the Jew ish peo ple since
they won dered if Je sus was the spirit of
the prophet Eli jah or that of John the Bap -
tist who had come back to earth. The ex -
cep tional strength em a nat ing from Je sus

prompted His lis ten ers to try to link His
mis sion to that of other per son ages in his -
tory, es pe cially since Je sus Him self re -
ferred to these per son ages to sup port His
teach ing. He con sid ered this teach ing to
be a har mo ni ous de vel op ment of their
teach ing, al though at the same time, He
would give a new im pe tus to this spir i tu al -
ity in or der to en rich hu man ity. Je sus was
truly the new Man, the new Adam,
charged with giv ing ev ery thing that pre -
ceded Him its fi nal form and de vel op ment,
that is to say, re demp tion and eter nal sal -
va tion.

THE ELEC TION OF IS RAEL
Je sus, the en voy of the Fa ther, a Jew

among the Jews, thus took root within His
peo ple, guided step by step by the voices
from On-High. Je sus was im mersed in the
same mys ti cal cli mate as His peo ple. Ev -
ery event, ev ery teach ing, ev ery new
thing, every mir a cle was in spired Him by
the Fa ther who was ful fill ing His prom ises.
Thus Je sus is sued from the peo ple of the
Prom ise, a key to the un der stand ing of
Chris tian ity and the Com mu nity of the
Lady of All Peo ples. The Com mu nity
needs the Peo ple of the Prom ise, for its
roots are to be found there in a way that
can not be ignored.

Un for tu nately, there was a time – too

long a time dur ing which the Jew ish peo -
ple had to un dergo in tense per se cu tion –
dur ing which the Church, unsubtlely,
claimed for it self the ex clu sive rights of the
Peo ple of the Prom ise. It re ferred to it self
then – purely, sim ply and ir re vo ca bly – as
the new Is rael, fos ter ing in this way a neg -
a tive at ti tude on the part of Chris tians to -
wards Jews. Pope John Paul II spoke of
this sit u a tion in his re quests for for give -
ness from the Jew ish peo ple and there
was a just re turn to the way things should
be. The re view Nova et Vetera (July-Au gust-
Sep tem ber 2004) ap pro pri ately de fined the
ba sis of this new aware ness in an ar ti cle
en ti tled: “Pour une théologie du mystère
d’Israel” [For a the ol ogy of the mys tery of Is -
rael] writ ten by Michel Cogin and dated
March 25, 2004.

“The Church, in sep a ra ble from its Jew -
ish roots

“7. Fi nally, in the light of the Elec tion of
Israel, the Church is prompted to deepen
its own mys tery ‘in an aware ness of its vi -
tal link’ with Is rael and the Old Tes ta ment
(‘vi tal’ link, that is to say, not only orig i nal, but ac -
tual and per ma nent. Cf. J. Stern, op. rec., pp. 69-
70). Then, it be comes pos si ble to clar ify in
what sense one must un der stand the ex -
pres sion ‘new Is rael’ as ap plied to the
Church. ‘The char ac ter is tic of “new” Is -
rael, tra di tion ally rec og nized as be ing the
Church (cf. Vat i can II, ‘Lu men gentium’, no. 9)
then as sumes its real sig nif i cance, that is,
not that of sub sti tut ing it self for the Jew ish
peo ple, the elec tion of which God would
have re proved and re jected, but that of the 
mes si anic, re demp tive and es cha to log i -
cal new ness of Je sus who “did not come to 
abol ish the Law but to ful fill it” (Mt 5:17; cf. Mt. 
19:17-19) to the ex tent that this lat ter is the
ba sis of the First Cov e nant.’ (J.-M.
Garrigues, op. rec., p. 327).” (Pour une théologie
du mystère d’Israel, p. 76)

“ Ju da ism is not only at the ‘root’ of the
Church and also con stit u ent of the ‘rem -
nant’ of Is rael that formed the orig i nal nu -
cleus of the Church, its ‘be gin nings’, it is
also an es sen tial com po nent of its ‘Cath o -
lic ity’.” (Id., p. 19)

This same theo log i cal re view also
quoted a let ter from Car di nal Ratzinger
writ ten on July 22, 1992, in which, on the
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sub ject of the fun da men tal Jew ish ness of
the Church, he wrote the fol low ing:

“The re dis cov ery of this for got ten fact
must ‘shape the Church from within’ and
‘cre ate for it a new in ner open ness to that
to tal ity which God had willed for it and
which, ac cord ing to the let ter to the Ephe -
sians, is con stit u ent of its new ness and its
spe cific gran deur’.” (p. 79)

The re dis cov ery of the es sen tial link
which must bring to gether the Church and
the Is rael of Elec tion is a fun da men tal
teach ing of Pope John Paul II, but also es -
pe cially of Car di nal Jean-Ma rie Lustiger,
(a Jew him self be fore be com ing a Chris -
tian) in his book La Promesse (Éditions Pa -
role et Si lence, 2002, pp. 130-131): “The the ory
of the re jec tion of Is rael ap pears as non -
sense, an ab sur dity, be cause it claims
that God would be un faith ful to His cov e -
nant.” The Prom ise made to the Peo ple of
Is rael has, in a sense, the same char ac -
ter is tic of du ra bil ity as the Prom ise made
to the Church.

Too of ten, Chris tians have sep a rated
them selves from the mys tery of the Elec -
tion of Is rael which is none the less nec es -
sary for a knowl edge of Christ. The fact of
de ny ing this spir i tual con ti nu ity led the
con verted pa gans (the na tions) to a lim -
ited and even fal si fied knowl edge of
Christ. Car di nal Lustiger even says that
“this is the per ma nent temp ta tion of
pagano-Chris tian peo ples.” (Id., p. 101)
“The mys tery of Is rael is at the cen ter of
the Chris tian faith.” (Id., p. 128)

THE MYS TERY OF A WOMAN
There fore, the mys tery of Is rael is very

vast and it has not yet re vealed all its po -
ten tial of unity, of re la tion ship be tween a
Peo ple and all peo ples. For the Elec tion of 
Is rael is for all peo ples. Rev e la tion is a
har mo ni ous mys tery that will wait for cen -
tu ries, if nec es sary, be fore reach ing its full 
ma tu rity. That is why there can be a strong 
temp ta tion to re strict its scope to spir i tual
di men sions which have arisen from too
nar row a frame work. “Do not be afraid.
Open wide the doors...” (Pope John Paul II)
Open, open, in or der to live in har mony
with the Fa ther’s will, in close com mu nion
with His Peo ple, with all peo ples. Gen e sis
de fined straight away the na ture of this
open ness: “A Woman will crush you head. 
There will be a sep a ra tion be tween her
off spring and yours.” (Cf. Gn 3:15.) Thus,
from the dawn of hu man ity, the quin tes -
sence of the mis sion of Is rael, of the
Church and of the Com mu nity is to be
found in the an nounce ment of the com ing
of a Woman charged with chain ing up the
Evil One for the cen tu ries to come. A
Woman who is part of a mys tery of love
still to be dis cov ered... The Woman of the
ma ter nity of the Son of God and of the
Church, but also the Woman of the ma ter -
nity of the peo ples brought to birth for the
King dom.

The odds are that the dis cov ery of the
mys tery of the Woman in all its di vine full -
ness – in this time when an ex ac er bated
fem i nism goes so far as to de mand,
wrongly, that women be granted the right
of ac cess to the priest hood – could en rich
Cath o lic doc trine with out in val i dat ing or
al ter ing in any way what so ever the cur rent 
ideas that con sti tute the dogma of the
faith.

DOG MATIC TRUTHS
The Su pe rior Gen eral of the Do min i -

cans, Fa ther Tim o thy Radcliffe, in his
book “Je vous appelle mes amis” [I call you 
my friends], pub lished by the Éditions du
Cerf, de scribes the di a logue which needs
to be es tab lished with those who seem to
be stray ing from dog matic truths.

“I can as sert the truth. But I can not ap -
pro pri ate it to my self. Her esy be gins pre -
cisely when one claims to know the to tal ity 
of the truth. Her esy con sists in shut ting
God up in a box, re duc ing Him to my small

vi sion of things. Con versely, dogma
seeks to open the door in or der to let truth
pass through. Dogma prompts us to un -
der take a voy age lead ing to the truth. I am
well aware that, in to day’s lan guage, ‘dog -
matic’ means ex actly the op po site. But it is 
a mis in ter pre ta tion.

“For all that, the ol ogy must con tinue to
ex plore these de fin i tive truths. They re -
main stim u lat ing, they lit er ally in cite us to
en ter more deeply into the mys tery.

“We must con tinue to search for what it
means to af firm that Je sus  is true God and 
true man. And this pro cess will con tinue
un til we find our selves face to face with
God, and then it might even con tinue!” (Id.,
Éd. du Cerf, 2002, p. 79)

Fa ther Tim o thy sets out, with a great
psy cho log i cal re fine ment and a deep
open ness of heart, the man ner of pro -
ceed ing if, us ing as an hy poth e sis, one of
his Do min i can broth ers were to appear to
be de ny ing the Res ur rec tion of Christ:
“The Or der’s re ac tion would be to open a
di a logue. The first step would con sist in
as cer tain ing that we are not mak ing this
brother say some thing which he has not
said. Very of ten, when a theo lo gian dis -
cov ers a new way of ex press ing a truth, he 
is ac cused of de ny ing it when, in stead, he
is sim ply us ing terms which for us are un -
usual. Let us con tinue with our hy poth e -
sis.  Now if, af ter this first step, it would ap -
pear that our brother is  ef fec tively de ny -
ing the res ur rec tion of Christ, is that the
end of it? No, I must then un der stand why.
Per haps there is in his po si tion an in tu ition
that is right  but that he has not man aged
to in te grate within the Church’s doc trinal
frame work. Per haps he is op posed to this
teach ing be cause he has an er ro ne ous
idea of it. To gether, we must try to dis -
cover a way of re solv ing these dif fi cul ties
by tak ing all the nec es sary time, with out
hav ing re course to threats.” (Id., pp. 103-
104)

Great lights are of fered to the Church in 
the Work of Life of Love that is re jected by
the au thor i ties. This tre men dous Work
has proven itself. One day, they will have
to make up their minds to let it pen e trate
the Cath o lic ecclesial tis sue which is in
such great need of a re gen er a tive breath.
God’s hour has come. And this hour is
quite man i fest, with the ra di ance of vic tory
at the time of a con dem na tion. Is that not
the phe nom e nal se cret of the be gin ning of 
Chris tian ity? Death is but the dawn of the
Res ur rec tion.

Be care ful, men of the Church, hold ers
of tre men dous pow ers which may slip
through your fin gers at the cross roads of
meet ings with his tory! You claim to be
elim i nat ing the Army of Mary... But, if it is
from God, you will not be able to do any -
thing against it; your ef forts will be in vain.
Ma rie-Paule’s re ply could re sem ble Joan
of Arc’s re ply to her judge, Bishop
Cauchon: “Bishop, it is through you that I
am dy ing.” But that was the end of Bishop
Cauchon and the vic tory of Joan of Arc.

The whole of cre ation longs for its God,
for it co mes from Him, the sov er eign
Good. Thus, in the very depths of ev ery
hu man be ing, there is, in a sort of a way, a
spark of the di vine pres ence, since each
one co mes from God, the source of all
good.

The dif fer ent re li gions are “means of
sal va tion”, ac cord ing to Vat i can II. A
means of sal va tion calls upon the liv ing
forces de pos ited in the sub stra tum of na -
ture or in the in most depths of the hu man
heart. To live of the fun da men tal nat u ral
law writ ten in one’s per sonal con science
re veals to the eye, more or less clearly,
the beau ties of spir i tual har mony. Now, if
one’s re gard pen e trates to the core of the
cov e nant be tween Is rael, the elect, and its 
cor ol lary, Chris tian ity, then the di vine be -
daz zle ment trans fig ures the elect of this

earth into very in ti mate pos sess ors of the
di vine glory liv ing in hu man hearts.

The Spirt of God lives in Chris tians. No
one con tests that re al ity. Over and above
a vitalizing pres ence, the Spirit of the Lord
or even of the Mother of God can be come
an in te gral part of a per son called upon to
play a par tic u lar spir i tual role for the well-
be ing of the Church which is the Body of
Christ.

MARC BOSQUART’S “CREDO”
Oddly enough the pres ent au thor i ties

of the Church in Can ada are strongly
ques tion ing the doc trinal or tho doxy of
Marc Bosquart. They ac cuse him of her -
esy and, as a con se quence of this, also
ac cuse all the mem bers of the Army of
Mary who read his writ ings and are fa vor -
ably dis posed in their re gard, see ing that
he does not deny any doc trinal truth of the
Cath o lic Church. Marc Bosquart puts forth 
new el e ments which could en lighten the
fu ture of the Church but no where in his
writ ings does he chal lenge Chris tian dog -
mas. Rather, it is the op po site that is true:
Marc Bosquart dem on strates with a cer -
tain in tel lec tual and philo soph i cal judg -
ment the per ti nence of the Cath o lic
Church’s doc trinal teach ing.

Fur ther more, do we not hear very of -
ten, priests and theo lo gians chal lenge,
one af ter the other, the dog mas, Cath o lic
mor als and dis ci pline, in clud ing ob vi ously
the au thor ity of the Popes? Whereas all
the mem bers of the Army of Mary and the
Sons of Mary teach as faith fully as pos si -
ble Chris tian doc trine and mor als, a large
ma jor ity of so-called Cath o lics live in a
man ner that is to tally op posed to the main
prin ci ples of the Cath o lic faith with out be -
ing both ered in any way. It would be to the
ben e fit of cer tain au thor i ties if they were to 
read Je sus’ ques tion ing re gard ing the one 
who sees the straw in the other’s eye but
not the plank in his own.

Some bish ops are scan dal ized by
Marc Bosquart’s Credo, al though it is an
ex pla na tion in re la tion to the role of the Im -
mac u late in cre ation, and this doc u ment
was pub lished only once in Le Royaume
(no. 143, July 1, 2000, p. 11). Marc Bosquart
never had the pre ten tious ness of im pos -
ing this ex pla na tion and even less of sub -
sti tut ing it for the Niceno-Constan tino poli -
tan Creed, the Apos tles’ Creed or Paul
VI’s Credo. It was a sim ple per sonal con -
tri bu tion in tended to en rich the theo log i cal 
re flec tion that is quite open since Vat i can
II. Marc Bosquart main tains in tact all the
pre vi ously ac quired doc trinal teaching,
but his writ ings could bring the Church,
with out abol ish ing any thing what so ever of 
its for mer philo soph i cal or theo log i cal
think ing, to a better un der stand ing of its
mis sion based on mys ti cal in for ma tion
rais ing the veil on a mys tery lived in our
time. If this lat ter were con sid ered with
less prej u dices and pride, it could pro vide
a very ad e quate an swer to the thorny
prob lem of the priest hood of women that
would be in to tal con for mity with the doc -
trine, so of ten re af firmed, of a priest hood
re served to men.

Marc Bosquart does not dis rupt any es -
tab lished truth in the Church, giv ing in -
stead a new vigor to what al ready ex ists.
His Credo dis turbs, but it is not to be com -
pared with the li tur gi cal Credo of the Mass
and its vo ca tion is to not that of re plac ing
this lat ter. Furthermore, it would seem that 
only to Marc Bosquart do we deny the right 
to ex press his spir i tual in tu itions... Have
you ever read the Credo of the Op ti mist
Clubs which is their spir i tual char ter and
which is openly pro fessed? The struc ture
of the Op ti mist Credo is mod elled af ter the
ten com mand ments of God, but no one
finds fault with it and sev eral Cath o lics
among the most com mit ted are mem bers
of the Op ti mist Club In ter na tional.

And there is more: Fa ther Normand
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Provencher, O.M.I., a theo lo gian of Saint
Paul’s Uni ver sity in Ot tawa urged the
faith ful of a par ish, a year ago, to com pose
sev eral new Credos as a prep a ra tion for
Lent. They gath ered to gether in groups of
spir i tual ex change for sev eral Sunday af -
ter noons to tackle this task. Did not Bishop 
Paul-André Durocher in vite Fa ther
Provencher to come to his di o cese and
give a con fer ence of ini ti a tion to the com -
po si tion of new Credos? In both cases, no
one in au thor ity found fault with such an
un der tak ing. So why rise up with such vi o -
lence against Marc Bosquart’s Credo?

Since Vat i can II has not the Church ac -
quired a new un der stand ing of it self? Do
we not some times say “the pre-Vat i can II
Church” and “the post-Vat i can II Church”? 
Have we not heard said tex tu ally from the
mouths of bish ops and re nowned theo lo -
gians, the fol low ing state ment: “We could
draw an im pres sive list of ar gu ments
which in the past were the only valid ones
and which have now been elim i nated”?

The Conciliar doc u ment Unitatis redin-
tegratio ded i cated to ec u men i cal di a logue 
states in no. 11: “Cath o lic theo lo gians en -
gaged in ec u men i cal di a logue... should
re mem ber that in Cath o lic teach ing there
ex ists an or der or ‘hi er ar chy’ of truths,
since they vary in their re la tion ship to the
foun da tion of the Chris tian faith.” There
you have a point of view that is too of ten
for got ten by cer tain au thor i ties who are
quick to wave the ban ner of an ac cu sa tion
of her esy. The prin ci ple set out in Unitatis
redintegratio in no vates to tally in com par i -
son with Cath o lic doc trine prior to Vat i can
II, which was the foun da tion of the ol ogy for 
cen tu ries.

THE FAM ILY OF THE SONS
AND DAUGH TERS OF MARY

To day it is pos si ble to re spond in a con -
crete man ner to the ex pec ta tions of
women who de sire par ity with men and to
at trib ute to them a role which is just as im -
por tant but different, not a copy of the
priest hood, but some thing else which is
the re sult of a re newed un der stand ing of
the place of the woman in re la tion to the
Im mac u late. This new “spir i tual struc ture”
ex ists al ready in fact in the Fam ily of the
Sons and Daugh ters of Mary with the lo -
cal, re gional, na tional and in ter na tional
Moth ers. They sol emnly re ceive new
mem bers within the Fam ily which calls
them to live their bap tis mal priest hood un -
der a new breath, the breath of the new
Pen te cost pre dicted by Blessed Pope
John XXIII. This new struc ture is that of the 
ini tial, lay Work, which al lows the heart of
the Moth ers to ra di ate widely and, sub se -
quently and in its wake, to give birth to the
Com mu nity branches bring ing to gether
Sis ters, Broth ers and Priests.

The rit ual of re cep tion of the mem bers
of the Fam ily of the Sons and Daugh ters of 
Mary for which the Found ress re ceived
the in spi ra tion re flects a spir i tu al ity based
on one’s com mit ments at Bap tism and the
ideal of ho li ness. The the ol ogy that un der -
lies this text puts into con crete terms, for
the first time, the in tu ition of Vat i can II with
re gard to the pro mot ing of la ity by bring ing
to the fore the priest hood com mon to all
bap tized per sons, ac cord ing to Saint Pe -
ter’s state ment: “a royal priest hood, a holy
na tion, a peo ple he claims for his own”. (1
Pt 2:9) Ob vi ously, we could ex pect a tre -
men dous out cry against a pro ject that was 
so new and at the same time so very much
in con for mity with the doc trinal and li tur gi -
cal tra di tion. Yet, the di a logue of re cep tion
of the chil dren, ad o les cents and adults de -
vel ops a Chris tian spir i tu al ity which is fully
au then tic and has a promisingly grand fu -
ture, no ta bly with re gard to the fun da men -
tal li tur gi cal role of the Moth ers. Here is the 
ba sic rit ual, the rich ness of which we can
ap pre ci ate:

Di a logue of Re cep tion for Adults

Mother:  Broth ers and sis ters, what is it
you are ask ing?

Adults: The priv i lege of be long ing to the
Fam ily of the Sons and Daugh -

ters of Mary as an Aux il iary Mem ber, in or -
der to con se crate my self, in the world, to
the ser vice of the Lord, be long ing wholly to 
Mary.
Mother: To achieve this ideal you must

be at ten tive to the prov i den tial
events that oc cur in your life. Are you re -
solved to per se vere in the hum ble and sin -
cere search for God’s de signs of love in re -
gard to you?
Adults: I am so re solved.
Mother: To be an Aux il iary Mem ber is to

live as a re li gious in the world, it
is to be the leaven of so ci ety. Do you
prom ise to live as Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary, to act as such in re spect to your
broth ers and sis ters in Je sus Christ, in the
ex er cise of char ity, of the true love which
gives and par dons?
Adults: I so prom ise, hop ing al ways to

be faith ful to God’s grace.
Mother: As proof of your ad her ence to

the Fam ily we are to day giv ing
you this blessed habit which we ask you to
kiss re spect fully. May the Lord di vest you
of the old man and his acts, and may He
clothe you in the new man who has been
cre ated ac cord ing to God in the jus tice
and ho li ness of the truth.

When they are ad mit ted into the Fam ily
the mem bers re ceive a new name which
gives them an ad di tional pa tron saint to
pro tect and guide them. This new name,
of which the Apoc a lypse speaks, has
been graven by the Holy Spirit upon your
heart united since bap tism with the Heart
of the risen Christ, “a new name, to be
known only by him who re ceives it” (Apoc.
2:17).

The Fam ily thus in vites you, as Aux il -
iary Mem bers, to share in its hap pi ness
through liv ing a life which is con stantly of -
fered to the Fa ther, in the un ceas ing giv -
ing of self and in aban don ment to His holy
will.

May the Tri une God and Mary Im mac u -
late bless and pro tect you.
All: Amen.

LET TER TO CAR DI NAL MAURICE ROY
Twenty-five years ago, on June 14,

1980, Ma rie-Paule, at the Lord’s re quest,
wrote a let ter to Car di nal Maurice Roy to
in form him of the role of the Work of the
Army of Mary. Cer tain pas sages of that
pro phetic let ter, in the pres ent con text of
re jec tions and con dem na tions, take on
the very sur pris ing as pect of a re al iza tion
and a sharp ness of mean ing that is deeply
evan gel i cal: 

“The Fa ther’s ‘Plan of Love’ for our
time, an nounced in Gen e sis and the
Apoc a lypse, has been ac com plished.

“The ‘lit tle and the sim ple’ have ac -
cepted this ‘mys tery of love’, giv ing thanks
to God for so much good ness and mercy.
It is with hu mil ity in their hearts that they
have ex pe ri enced the very pure and lofty
joys which al ways ac com pany the act of
faith which God awaits from each one of
us.

“No one was obliged to be lieve in the
words of Christ the Re deemer, come on
earth to carry out the lov ing de signs of the
Fa ther, but those who did be lieve came
into the pos ses sion of a trea sure which
they never wanted to lose, so pre cious
was it.

“No one was obliged to be lieve in the
words of Mary Co-Redemptrix, who
passed through the NOTH ING that I am in
or der to carry out the de signs of the Fa ther 
‘in this time which is our time’, but those
who have be lieved have come into the
pos ses sion of a trea sure which they would 
never want to lose, so pre cious and con -

sol ing it is to their souls.
“The Work of the Fa ther was an -

nounced in Am ster dam; it has been re al -
ized...

“ ‘Life of Love’, in fif teen vol umes, tells
the story of the life of the Lady of All Peo -
ples.... ‘Life of Love’ is the re al iza tion of
the mes sages of Mary, the Lady of All
Peo ples....

“Now, when the words of the Lord, and
those of Mary, are re al ized, they put the
seal of au then tic ity on a Work. Con se -
quently, there is no fur ther need for an en -
quiry by men. It is to your honor, Em i -
nence, that you have never fought against
these Works.

“Thus, all that was an nounced at La
Salette, at Fatima, at Am ster dam, at
Garabandal and at Que bec, has been re -
al ized and is still be ing re al ized in an as -
ton ish ing man ner, in spite of all the op po -
si tion on the part of the epis co pate, the
clergy and the re li gious com mu ni ties to
these in ter ven tions by Heaven....

“This Work is not mine....Above all,
don’t worry about pay ing too much honor
to her whom Mary chose to re al ize the Fa -
ther’s plans. That would be to mis un der -
stand a di vine Work. The words of cer tain
au thor i ties are still ring ing in my ears: ‘The
Army of Mary, yes; Ma rie-Paule, no.’...

“And now, Mary is go ing to take the
lead, for she is still di rect ing her army.

“Happy will be her of fi cers who, hav ing
dis cov ered the truth, will know how to
profit from that LIGHT which will shine out
over the Church and make her re splen -
dent, for, as the Lady prom ised, ‘there will
not be found a peo ple which will not have
ac knowl edged the Lady of All Peo ples’
(The Lady of All Peo ples, 42nd mes sage, June
15, 1952).” (Ma rie-Paule, Life of Love, vol. XV, pp. 
536-539) 

“I AM IN YOU NOW”
In Life of Love the in ter ven tion of the

Mother of God in Ma rie-Paule’s life is re -
called, a pres ence that is in keep ing with
the de ter min ing spir i tual in flu ence of the
Work with a view to the re birth of the
Church as it is pre sented in the mes sages
of the Lady of All Peo ples.

In 1978, Ma rie-Paule was re mem ber -
ing her hos pi tal iza tion of Jan u ary 1970,
when she felt Mary’s pres ence by her side. 
She re counts:

“I say to Mary:
“ ‘At that time, I saw you there, close to

me; I don’t see you like that any more.’
“Im me di ately, I ‘hear’:
“ ‘NO, BE CAUSE I AM IN YOU NOW.’
“What sweet ness I feel! I so of ten ‘per -

ceive’ this pres ence of Mary in me. Her
beat ing heart is mine; her breath ing is
mine. How ex plain what I feel? It is im pos -
si ble to do so.” (Id., chap. 19, p. 122, No vem ber
1977)

“NO, BE CAUSE I AM IN YOU NOW”
There you have a fun da men tal grace of 

spir i tual in dwell ing which has ab so lutely
noth ing to do with the the ory of re in car na -
tion as it is found in Hin du ism. One could
ob ject that the word “re in car na tion” is
found in the ac count of a mys ti cal ex pe ri -
ence in chap ter 53 of the first vol ume of
Life of Love. In fact, the Lord uses it to de -
scribe the mys tery of the pres ence of Mary 
in our time. How ever, we must not draw
from it in ter pre ta tions which are not in ac -
cor dance with the will of Him who is speak -
ing.

De pend ing on the con text, the cul ture,
the his tory and the spir i tu al ity, the same
word can have dif fer ent mean ings, in deed 
equiv o cal and even con tra dic tory some -
times. Thus the word “God” for ex am ple:
for the pan the ists, God is con fused with
Cre ation; for mono the ists, God is an En tity 
that is dis tinct from Cre ation. The same
goes for the word “Eu cha rist”: for some of
our Protestant breth ren, the Eu cha rist is
the spir i tual pres ence of Christ un der the
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sign of bread; for Cath o lics, the Eu cha rist
is the real and liv ing pres ence of Christ
who changed the sub stance of the bread
into Him self. The same is true of the word
“re in car na tion”. It is used only once in the
to tal ity of the vol umes of Life of Love, but it
has been used so very of ten to at tempt, by 
ev ery pos si ble means, to find fault with
Ma rie-Paule!

Why not seek, in stead, to see in it the
im men sity of the gift be ing made to the
Church through the soul of the per son
cho sen to ex press through her life a spir i -
tual re al ity that still es capes hu man ity per -
haps? If it were a matter of “the re turn of
Mary, a sec ond time, but not in the same
man ner” as Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion de
Montfort pre dicted, then the term “re in car -
na tion” which, at the out set, is shock ing to
our men tal ity of ra tio nal, Car te sian and
ma te ri al is tic West ern ers would de fine
per fectly well the pro cess of spir i tual in ter -
ven tion of which it is the ob ject, with out
there be ing the slight est rea son to cry out
her esy or scan dal.

THE THEO LOG I CAL TIE

The prayer of the Lady of All Peo ples 
pro vides theo log i cal in for ma tion of pri -
mary im por tance per mit ting us to un -
der stand well the word “re in car na tion”
pres ent in Life of Love and in di cated to
Ma rie-Paule by the Lord. This in for ma -
tion is to be found in the im pres sive
con clu sion of the prayer:  “May the
Lady of All Peo ples, who once was
Mary, be our Ad vo cate.” There you
have, ra di antly, the full sig ni fi ca tion of
the word “re in car na tion”, im plic itly con -
tained in the re quest, “May the Lady...
who once was Mary...” Does this not re -
fer to the dazzling re turn of Mary in her
in stru ment?

This es cha to log i cal prayer an nounces
the King dom that is com ing and pres ents
the Lady in all the splen dor of her
“epiphanic” mys tery. Be fore be ing op -
posed to it in a sim plis tic man ner, one
would have to take into ac count the pro -
phetic dis cern ment of more than 300 bish -
ops, of Car di nal Al bert Decourtray, the
Pri mate of the Gauls, and of the two bish -
ops of the place of ap pa ri tions who rec og -
nized their au then tic ity. All of these peo ple 
granted the im pri ma tur to the text of the
prayer! That is a sign that speaks all on its
own. A sign that de liv ers a mean ing.

To search for the mean ing, to dis cover
the mean ing, to deepen the re la tion ship of 
love which each per son must have with
God is an es sen tial un der tak ing which
Jean Rigal, priest, doc tor in the ol ogy, pro -

fes sor at the Cath o lic In sti tute and the In -
sti tute of Re li gious Stud ies of Toulouse, a
spe cial ist in the the ol ogy of the Church,
de fines in these terms: “The Church does
not have the mo nop oly of mean ing, any
more than does any one of its mem bers....
The Church is con stantly be ing led to live
“dif fer ently”.... The ex pres sions of faith
are mul ti ple; the mys tery of God goes be -
yond, on all sides and in all ways, all that
can be said about it. ‘To find God,’ says
Saint Greg ory of Nyssa, ‘is to be con -
stantly search ing.’ In a sense, God is
never the one we think He is.” (Jean Rigal,
Ho ri zons nou veaux pour l’Église, Éd. du Cerf,
1999, pp. 79, 168, 179)

Our era, more than any other, is an era
of bat tling for mean ing, of search ing for
mean ing.

It is in this con text – since it is well and
truly a war be ing waged against God by
His en emy who has no other pur pose than 
the loss of souls – that the Lord has
charged His mother with elab o rat ing
“strat e gies of in ter ven tion”, be cause the
fight will be mer ci less. Since the dawn of
Chris tian ity, Mary has been pre sent ing
her self as a pray ing fig ure be seech ing
men and fight ing for God, a bat tle of light
and sal va tion. Must not the Mother of
Christ give birth to souls for the prom ised
di vine glory? She was “de fined” as be ing
the Mother of God. She was “de fined” as
be ing the Mother of the Church. She is the
blessed Mother tire lessly bring ing souls to 
birth to grace. She is the Mother who
wishes to trans mit the Son’s her i tage in all
its splen dor. She is al ways for the Church
and the Lord sends her to day.

CHARISM THAT EVOLVES
To sup pose or sug gest that “some thing 

hu man has slipped into the mys ti cal life of
Ma rie-Paule” – un der the pre text that hu -
man re ac tions can slip into a mys ti cal life – 
is to be gin fol low ing a dan ger ous slope
and, fur ther more, that at ti tude is in com -
pat i ble with the ab so lutely ex cep tional na -
ture of the mis sion of the Lady of All Peo -
ples. It is a trap dis sim u lated un der the fal -
la cious ar gu ments of ad ver sar ies dis -
guised, for the time be ing, as per sons
whose only con cern is our sal va tion. Sub -
jected to fron tal at tacks ap par ently soft -
ened by spir i tual con sid er ations dic tated
by the cir cum stances, a per son of good
will could be sur prised at first, then shaken 
and fi nally turned away from the Work of
the Lady.

In fact, a mis sion of the cal i bre of that of
the Lady of All Peo ples does not al low us
to pre sume that the pu rity of the source
has been al tered. All of Life of Love is
there to prove it. The very na ture of the

charism proper to Life of Love, af ter hav -
ing been pu ri fied and stripped of all pos si -
ble pseudo-spir i tual in ter fer ence, speaks
in fa vor of a theo log i cal prophetism in a
pure state where God acts with out any
con fu sion. In the pres ent case, the com -
plete cor re spon dence of the soul with
God’s plans has led Ma rie-Paule to a
“state” that tran scends the spir i tual con tin -
gen cies in her ent in the nu mer ous other
mys ti cal mis sions in his tory, re gard less of
how great these may have been.

Ma rie-Paule en joys a charism the
phases of which were de scribed in chap -
ter 67 of vol ume II of Life of Love un der the
ti tle “Di a gram ming the Spir i tual”. In vol -
ume XV, page 525, Ma rie-Paule in di cates
that the spir i tual phe nom e non is lo cated
“at the level of the heart”, “at the fine point
of the soul” and it pro duces a “com mu ni -
ca tion of mind with mind”.

And in the same breath, she adds a
com ment that re veals the ex cep tional di -
men sion of the mis sion en trusted to her:

“... the com mu ni ca tion by the mind,
which I have been ex pe ri enc ing for years,
cor re sponds to the ce les tial phase and
life, [and] I say to the Lord,

“ ‘But the fact is, I can not say that I live
the ce les tial life on earth.’

“Right away, I re ceive my re sponse
from the Lord:

“ ‘YOU RE CEIVE COM MU NI CA TIONS
ON EARTH IN THE SAME FASH ION THAT
THE ELECT COM MU NI CATE WITH EACH
OTHER IN HEAVEN.’ ”

This in di ca tion con tains an es sen tial bit 
of in for ma tion to un der stand the mys ti cal
pro cess in op er a tion in Ma rie-Paule’s
case. It ex plains the in com pa ra ble “spir i -
tual qual ity” en joyed by all the mem bers of
the Work, – a qual ity rec og nized by ev ery -
one, even the ad ver sar ies! – and the very
high level of pro tec tion con stantly en joyed 
by the Work un der the watch ful eye of its
Found ress. Nei ther one nor the other, in
fact, can be ex plained any other way than
through the close, liv ing and faith ful re la -
tion ship of the Lady with God Him self.

Long ago, there was a Peo ple with its
God – Is rael which is al ways the elect. In a
more re cent past, there were the Chris tian 
na tions with Christ the Son of God – Chris -
tian ity which is still liv ing. To day there is,
thanks to the Lady and her re la tion ship
with God over and above the Peo ple of the 
Prom ise and Chris tian ity, a perspective
that is open ing up to all Peo ples in this Ad -
vent of the King dom prom ised to our Fa -
thers in the faith.

May 13, 2005 Marc Élie

Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Activites at the Eucharistic
and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria, Lac-Etchemin 

(July, Au gust, Sep tem ber, Oc to ber 2005)

1. Sat ur day and Sunday, July 16 and 17, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Our Lady of Mount Car -
mel and the Eu cha rist

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, July 30 and 31, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Saints Mary Magdalen
and Mar tha

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 13 and 14, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: In the light of Mary
of the As sump tion

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 27 and 28, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: At the source of the
Army of Mary

5. Sunday, Sep tem ber 11, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(More de tails will be avail able later.)

6. Sunday, Sep tem ber 18, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(Eu ro pean pil grims will be pres ent.) (Same pro gram as
the pre vi ous Sunday.)

7. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 15 and 16, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: The prayer of the ro -
sary at the cen ter of our lives

8. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 29 and 30, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: Mis sion ary fol low -
ing Christ

The pro gram for the two days of prayer be gins at 9:30 a.m.
on both days, and in cludes a Mar ian Hour, Mass, a
Eucharistic Hour and time for per sonal ad o ra tion.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

* * *

ENG LISH RE TREAT (5 days or week end only)
Tues day, July 19 to Sunday, July 24
Theme: “The Year of the Eu cha rist and the Trans fig u ra -
tion of Hu man Love”
Re treat mas ter: Father Benoît Picard

For in for ma tion and reg is tra tion, con tact Char lotte
Bélanger at: Spiri-Maria Alma, 626 route du Sanctuaire,
Lac-Etchemin, Qc G0R 1S0 Can ada; tel./fax: 418-625-
3333; E-mail: spiri-maria@communaute-dame.qc.ca


