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sign of bread; for Cath o lics, the Eu cha rist
is the real and liv ing pres ence of Christ
who changed the sub stance of the bread
into Him self. The same is true of the word
“re in car na tion”. It is used only once in the
to tal ity of the vol umes of Life of Love, but it
has been used so very of ten to at tempt, by 
ev ery pos si ble means, to find fault with
Ma rie-Paule!

Why not seek, in stead, to see in it the
im men sity of the gift be ing made to the
Church through the soul of the per son
cho sen to ex press through her life a spir i -
tual re al ity that still es capes hu man ity per -
haps? If it were a matter of “the re turn of
Mary, a sec ond time, but not in the same
man ner” as Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion de
Montfort pre dicted, then the term “re in car -
na tion” which, at the out set, is shock ing to
our men tal ity of ra tio nal, Car te sian and
ma te ri al is tic West ern ers would de fine
per fectly well the pro cess of spir i tual in ter -
ven tion of which it is the ob ject, with out
there be ing the slight est rea son to cry out
her esy or scan dal.

THE THEO LOG I CAL TIE

The prayer of the Lady of All Peo ples 
pro vides theo log i cal in for ma tion of pri -
mary im por tance per mit ting us to un -
der stand well the word “re in car na tion”
pres ent in Life of Love and in di cated to
Ma rie-Paule by the Lord. This in for ma -
tion is to be found in the im pres sive
con clu sion of the prayer:  “May the
Lady of All Peo ples, who once was
Mary, be our Ad vo cate.” There you
have, ra di antly, the full sig ni fi ca tion of
the word “re in car na tion”, im plic itly con -
tained in the re quest, “May the Lady...
who once was Mary...” Does this not re -
fer to the dazzling re turn of Mary in her
in stru ment?

This es cha to log i cal prayer an nounces
the King dom that is com ing and pres ents
the Lady in all the splen dor of her
“epiphanic” mys tery. Be fore be ing op -
posed to it in a sim plis tic man ner, one
would have to take into ac count the pro -
phetic dis cern ment of more than 300 bish -
ops, of Car di nal Al bert Decourtray, the
Pri mate of the Gauls, and of the two bish -
ops of the place of ap pa ri tions who rec og -
nized their au then tic ity. All of these peo ple 
granted the im pri ma tur to the text of the
prayer! That is a sign that speaks all on its
own. A sign that de liv ers a mean ing.

To search for the mean ing, to dis cover
the mean ing, to deepen the re la tion ship of 
love which each per son must have with
God is an es sen tial un der tak ing which
Jean Rigal, priest, doc tor in the ol ogy, pro -

fes sor at the Cath o lic In sti tute and the In -
sti tute of Re li gious Stud ies of Toulouse, a
spe cial ist in the the ol ogy of the Church,
de fines in these terms: “The Church does
not have the mo nop oly of mean ing, any
more than does any one of its mem bers....
The Church is con stantly be ing led to live
“dif fer ently”.... The ex pres sions of faith
are mul ti ple; the mys tery of God goes be -
yond, on all sides and in all ways, all that
can be said about it. ‘To find God,’ says
Saint Greg ory of Nyssa, ‘is to be con -
stantly search ing.’ In a sense, God is
never the one we think He is.” (Jean Rigal,
Ho ri zons nou veaux pour l’Église, Éd. du Cerf,
1999, pp. 79, 168, 179)

Our era, more than any other, is an era
of bat tling for mean ing, of search ing for
mean ing.

It is in this con text – since it is well and
truly a war be ing waged against God by
His en emy who has no other pur pose than 
the loss of souls – that the Lord has
charged His mother with elab o rat ing
“strat e gies of in ter ven tion”, be cause the
fight will be mer ci less. Since the dawn of
Chris tian ity, Mary has been pre sent ing
her self as a pray ing fig ure be seech ing
men and fight ing for God, a bat tle of light
and sal va tion. Must not the Mother of
Christ give birth to souls for the prom ised
di vine glory? She was “de fined” as be ing
the Mother of God. She was “de fined” as
be ing the Mother of the Church. She is the
blessed Mother tire lessly bring ing souls to 
birth to grace. She is the Mother who
wishes to trans mit the Son’s her i tage in all
its splen dor. She is al ways for the Church
and the Lord sends her to day.

CHARISM THAT EVOLVES
To sup pose or sug gest that “some thing 

hu man has slipped into the mys ti cal life of
Ma rie-Paule” – un der the pre text that hu -
man re ac tions can slip into a mys ti cal life – 
is to be gin fol low ing a dan ger ous slope
and, fur ther more, that at ti tude is in com -
pat i ble with the ab so lutely ex cep tional na -
ture of the mis sion of the Lady of All Peo -
ples. It is a trap dis sim u lated un der the fal -
la cious ar gu ments of ad ver sar ies dis -
guised, for the time be ing, as per sons
whose only con cern is our sal va tion. Sub -
jected to fron tal at tacks ap par ently soft -
ened by spir i tual con sid er ations dic tated
by the cir cum stances, a per son of good
will could be sur prised at first, then shaken 
and fi nally turned away from the Work of
the Lady.

In fact, a mis sion of the cal i bre of that of
the Lady of All Peo ples does not al low us
to pre sume that the pu rity of the source
has been al tered. All of Life of Love is
there to prove it. The very na ture of the

charism proper to Life of Love, af ter hav -
ing been pu ri fied and stripped of all pos si -
ble pseudo-spir i tual in ter fer ence, speaks
in fa vor of a theo log i cal prophetism in a
pure state where God acts with out any
con fu sion. In the pres ent case, the com -
plete cor re spon dence of the soul with
God’s plans has led Ma rie-Paule to a
“state” that tran scends the spir i tual con tin -
gen cies in her ent in the nu mer ous other
mys ti cal mis sions in his tory, re gard less of
how great these may have been.

Ma rie-Paule en joys a charism the
phases of which were de scribed in chap -
ter 67 of vol ume II of Life of Love un der the
ti tle “Di a gram ming the Spir i tual”. In vol -
ume XV, page 525, Ma rie-Paule in di cates
that the spir i tual phe nom e non is lo cated
“at the level of the heart”, “at the fine point
of the soul” and it pro duces a “com mu ni -
ca tion of mind with mind”.

And in the same breath, she adds a
com ment that re veals the ex cep tional di -
men sion of the mis sion en trusted to her:

“... the com mu ni ca tion by the mind,
which I have been ex pe ri enc ing for years,
cor re sponds to the ce les tial phase and
life, [and] I say to the Lord,

“ ‘But the fact is, I can not say that I live
the ce les tial life on earth.’

“Right away, I re ceive my re sponse
from the Lord:

“ ‘YOU RE CEIVE COM MU NI CA TIONS
ON EARTH IN THE SAME FASH ION THAT
THE ELECT COM MU NI CATE WITH EACH
OTHER IN HEAVEN.’ ”

This in di ca tion con tains an es sen tial bit 
of in for ma tion to un der stand the mys ti cal
pro cess in op er a tion in Ma rie-Paule’s
case. It ex plains the in com pa ra ble “spir i -
tual qual ity” en joyed by all the mem bers of
the Work, – a qual ity rec og nized by ev ery -
one, even the ad ver sar ies! – and the very
high level of pro tec tion con stantly en joyed 
by the Work un der the watch ful eye of its
Found ress. Nei ther one nor the other, in
fact, can be ex plained any other way than
through the close, liv ing and faith ful re la -
tion ship of the Lady with God Him self.

Long ago, there was a Peo ple with its
God – Is rael which is al ways the elect. In a
more re cent past, there were the Chris tian 
na tions with Christ the Son of God – Chris -
tian ity which is still liv ing. To day there is,
thanks to the Lady and her re la tion ship
with God over and above the Peo ple of the 
Prom ise and Chris tian ity, a perspective
that is open ing up to all Peo ples in this Ad -
vent of the King dom prom ised to our Fa -
thers in the faith.

May 13, 2005 Marc Élie

Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Activites at the Eucharistic
and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria, Lac-Etchemin 

(July, Au gust, Sep tem ber, Oc to ber 2005)

1. Sat ur day and Sunday, July 16 and 17, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Our Lady of Mount Car -
mel and the Eu cha rist

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, July 30 and 31, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Saints Mary Magdalen
and Mar tha

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 13 and 14, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: In the light of Mary
of the As sump tion

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 27 and 28, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: At the source of the
Army of Mary

5. Sunday, Sep tem ber 11, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(More de tails will be avail able later.)

6. Sunday, Sep tem ber 18, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(Eu ro pean pil grims will be pres ent.) (Same pro gram as
the pre vi ous Sunday.)

7. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 15 and 16, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: The prayer of the ro -
sary at the cen ter of our lives

8. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 29 and 30, 2005
Sol emn cer e mony un der the theme: Mis sion ary fol low -
ing Christ

The pro gram for the two days of prayer be gins at 9:30 a.m.
on both days, and in cludes a Mar ian Hour, Mass, a
Eucharistic Hour and time for per sonal ad o ra tion.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

* * *

ENG LISH RE TREAT (5 days or week end only)
Tues day, July 19 to Sunday, July 24
Theme: “The Year of the Eu cha rist and the Trans fig u ra -
tion of Hu man Love”
Re treat mas ter: Father Benoît Picard

For in for ma tion and reg is tra tion, con tact Char lotte
Bélanger at: Spiri-Maria Alma, 626 route du Sanctuaire,
Lac-Etchemin, Qc G0R 1S0 Can ada; tel./fax: 418-625-
3333; E-mail: spiri-maria@communaute-dame.qc.ca




