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“The Best Thing That Ever Hap pened Was His In vi ta tion
to the Fils de Ma rie, About Ten Years Ago...”

LET TER AD DRESSED TO FA THER ERIC ROY,
SU PE RIOR GEN ERAL OF THE SONS OF MARY

R.R. 1, Glen Rob ert son K0B 1H0
June 9, 2005

Dear Fa ther Eric,
We were dev as tated by what hap pened to

the Fils de Ma rie in our di o cese, where their out -
stand ingly ex cel lent work of the past ten years
has done so much good. From our point of view, there was no
need what so ever for the Bishop to take the ac tion he did, but per -
haps we can not see the whole pic ture.

We felt com pelled to tell Arch bishop Prendergast what we
have known about your work here. Per haps we should have spo -
ken up sooner, but things seemed to be go ing smoothly, and we
felt, as Arch bishop Prendergast was quoted as say ing “it will take 
time”, and the dif fi cul ties will be re solved. Surely they will, with

the help of God’s
grace, and the in -
ter ces sion of our
Blessed Mother. I
just hope we live
to see it! You and
Fa thers Dan and
Luc and Gilles. –
well, any of the
Fils de Ma rie, will
al ways be wel -

come here at our home, if you have rea son to come this way.
With our prayers and warm re gards,

Moira & John van Nooten

LET TER AD DRESSED TO HIS EXC. BISHOP PRENDERGAST, S.J.,
PON TIF I CAL COM MIS SIONER

R. R. 1, Glen Rob ert son
On tario K0B 1H0

June 6, 2005

His Ex cel lency Arch bishop T. Prendergast
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner of the Fils de Ma rie
Hal i fax, Nova Sco tia

Dear Bishop Prendergast,
We deeply re gret the loss this past week of three very fine

Cath o lic priests be long ing to the Fils de Ma rie, from our di o cese
of Al ex an dria-Cornwall.

For tu nately for us, our pas tor, Fr. Eric
Robichaud, chose to leave the Fils de Ma rie and
re main with us. Un like the oth ers, he was or -
dained by our pre vi ous Bishop Larocque, and
has served all his priestly life in this di o cese. But
it was a heart-break ing, health-de stroy ing de ci -
sion for him. It was just as dread ful for the other
three. Their sud den forced de par ture has left
feel ings of dis may, re gret, an ger and con fu sion,
and has di min ished trust in the hi er ar chy of the
Church. It was pain ful that there was no time to plan and pre pare
a suit able part ing trib ute to them, or any of fi cial op por tu nity to ex -
press our grat i tude to them.

The long and in for ma tive Pas to ral Let ter from our Bishop
Paul-André has helped to some ex tent. It is com fort ing to know
that our Bishop was aware of their work, and states it openly. But
we won der if he was aware of other as pects of their min is try here, 
be fore he was ap pointed Bishop. We think you, as their Pon tif i cal 
Com mis sioner, should be in formed of our view of things. I think it
is safe to say it is the view of the ma jor ity of our fel low-Cath o lics in 
this area.

First: The preach ing, teach ing, con ver sa tions and ac tions we
have all wit nessed in the mem bers of the Fils de Ma rie who
served for the past - al most ten - years in the four par ishes here at 
the east ern end of our di o cese, have al ways been care fully in ac -
cord with the teach ings of the Cath o lic Church. (We can not
speak for the Cornwall par ishes, be cause they are far away, but
there is no rea son to think their ex pe ri ence was any dif fer ent.)

They were all faith ful to the Magisterium in ev ery way and rev -
er ently, in tel li gently and proudly so. Ev ery thing they did was di -
rected to strength en ing our Cath o lic faith both in be lief and prac -
tice, and to in creas ing our love for Christ and the Church, and to
help ing us ac cess all the graces avail able through the Mass, the
Sac ra ments, and tra di tional Cath o lic de vo tion and prac tices.

AT NO TIME, IN ANY WAY, DID THEY PRES ENT A THREAT
TO THE UNITY OF THE CATH O LIC FAITH AMONG US.

There has never been the slight est hint of any of those rather
bi zarre no tions of that lay man, Marc Bosquart, re ferred to in the
Pas to ral Let ter. No one here has ever heard of him nor that mag -
a zine “Le Royaume”, nor “Our Lady of all Peo ples”. Never has
their “Found ress” been men tioned, ex cept in re sponse to ques -

tions by the odd cu ri ous pa rish io ner, and then with out any of
those no tions re ferred to in the Pas to ral Let ter.

Some years ago, my hus band and I took part in a study group
led by Fa ther Dan Gauthier, on the Cat e chism of the Cath o lic
Church. They took place in the sac risty of St. Mar ga ret of Scot -
land Church. Fa ther Dan’s deep love for the truth of our faith, and
his de light in shar ing and spread ing it, were in spir ing, and a joy to
en coun ter. He en cour aged us to ex plore the Cat e chism, and
helped us to un der stand and value it. He him self wrote a much
shorter, sim pli fied Cat e chism, based on the Cat e chism, which
he called “Mon carnet de foi”. A few of us worked with him for a
while to trans late it, which led to long, in ter est ing theo log i cal dis -
cus sions, and the task was not com pleted. That ex pe ri ence
showed us Fa ther Dan’s great fi del ity to the Magisterium, and
love for the Church. There was never even the slight est hint of a
sug ges tion that there can be any “new rev e la tion”, as men tioned
un der “a few thoughts” in the Pas to ral Let ter. And there were oc -
ca sions in those dis cus sions when such an idea could eas ily
have been in tro duced. Those ses sions with him were the most
help ful and en joy able of any of the ef forts to nour ish the faith that
we have ex pe ri enced in our 33 years here.

When the Fils de Ma rie first came, there was some pass ing
men tion of the Army of Mary; but cer tainly there seemed no ef fort
to en cour age any one to join it, or pro mote it in any way. We asked 
ques tions, and learned that the same woman had founded both it 
and the Fils de Ma rie. But in re cent years, no men tion has ever
been made of the Army of Mary, and most of the peo ple in these
four par ishes did not know (un til the Bishop’s let ter) that there
was any con nec tion be tween the two. The Pas to ral Let ter makes
it clear that the “Army” ’s jour nal or news pa per does not up hold
tra di tional Cath o lic teach ing. But the Fils de Ma rie who worked
here in our di o cese cer tainly did.

You might won der from what back ground I pre sume to speak
strongly about the faith. I had six teen years of the best Cath o lic
ed u ca tion to be had in To ronto, in clud ing four years of Phi los o -
phy and The ol ogy at St Mi chael’s Col lege at the Uni ver sity of To -
ronto. In the 1950’s, when St Mike’s was en thu si as ti cally faith ful
to the Magisterium, and Thomistic Phi los o phy was the norm. I
have two broth ers priests, and two sis ters who de voted their lives 
to work ing for the Church (per haps you know Janet Somerville).
Here in our lit tle par ish of St Mar tin de Tours, my hus band and I
are in volved in ev ery thing, as is the case with most com mit ted
Cath o lics of our age.

We came to this di o cese be fore Bishop Larocque. It seems
that for our part of the di o cese, the best thing that ever hap pened
was his in vi ta tion to the Fils de Ma rie, about ten years ago. The
Cath o lics of this area are mostly Francophone, and the coun try
par ishes are bi lin gual. Bishop Larocque wisely in stalled the Fils
de Ma rie in the big rec tory of St. Mar ga ret of Scot land, where
they could live in com mu nity, and from there serve our par ish of
St. Mar tin de Tours, and St Al ex an der’s and St. Paul’s be yond
us. With two par ishes each, those young, en er getic, hard-work -
ing, en thu si as tic, ded i cated priests com pletely trans formed
these four par ishes. They re vi tal ized par ish life, and ral lied us to
make our churches beau ti ful – ours was com pletely ren o vated.
They ex pended ev ery ef fort to make the Sunday lit urgy up lift ing,
in spir ing and joy ful, and en cour aged and in creased par tic i pa -
tion. They cel e brated the Mass with great rev er ence and care
and beauty. They got in volved with ev ery age group, ev ery ac tiv -
ity, ev ery cus tom or tra di tion, with gen u ine re spect and ap pre ci a -
tion, and won the love and trust of their peo ple. The par ishes be -
came fi nan cially sound. They made us proud of our church and
par ishes. They en cour aged rep re sen ta tives to go to di oc e san
meet ings in Cornwall, and we felt our selves part of the di o cese
as never be fore. All this took place be fore Bishop Durocher ar -
rived. It would be dif fi cult for any one to imag ine the dif fer ence
they have made, if they did n’t know what it was like be fore they
came. It could not have been achieved with out a lot of co-op er a -
tion with the grace of God, and lots of prayers to ac quire those
graces!

Now it seems they are per ceived as schis mat ics, per haps
even her e tics. We cer tainly do not ques tion our Bishop’s dis cern -
ment or judg ment of the truth of the faith. Per haps we ques tion
the wis dom or the pru dence of forc ing those good Cath o lic
priests to choose be tween re main ing here where they are
needed and loved, and re ject ing the just de vel op ing re li gious or -
der (the Fils de Ma rie) which has made them, with the grace of
God, into the dy namic, zeal ous, com mit ted, and faith ful Cath o lic
priests they are.

We hope and pray that you will be able to help them gain the
rec og ni tion and ap proval they need from Rome, and that we will
live to see them re turn to our di o cese.

Re spect fully,
Moira and John van Nooten

cc: Bishop Paul-André Durocher
Bishop Eu gene P. LaRocque
Fa ther Eric Roy
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