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"Jean-Paul, Your Days Are Num bered..."
On Wednes day, Au gust 17, 2005, a Mass was held at the Eucharistic and

Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria for the re pose of the soul of Mr. Jean-Paul
Bélanger, god fa ther of the Army of Mary, who passed away on Au gust 6,
2005, at Laval Hos pi tal in Que bec City. The Mass was pre sided over by Fa -
ther Denis Laprise and concelebrated by eleven Sons of Mary con freres. Here 
is the hom ily Fa ther Denis gave on that oc ca sion.

“Dear Yolande
and all Jean-Paul’s
dear friends,

“This is the Lord for
whom we looked; let
us re joice and be
glad that he has
saved us!” (Is 25:9)

These words filled
with hope and con so la -
tion, taken from the Book of Isa iah, in tro -
duce us into a great mys tery of joy. In fact,
they are, in a way, the pre am ble to the
mys tery of the so very dreaded pas sage
that marks the end of a hu man life which
then crosses the thresh old of a new life in
God. They in di cate the re ward granted to
all souls that have suf fered and loved
much. They are also the sign of the vic tory
which we have heard the Lord prom ise to
us. For, in the end, when “all will be ac -
com plished”, the Lord Him self will in ter -
vene. He will re move the veil of be reave -
ment en vel op ing all peo ples and the
shroud cov er ing all na tions. He will de -
stroy death for ever. The Lord will wipe
away the tears from all faces. And He will
call us to the moun tain of all peo ples
where He has pre pared a ban quet, a feast
of suc cu lent meat, a feast of good wine.
This word of God is be ing ful filled in all its
ex act ness, for He is the one who prom ised 
it.

Dear Knights of Mary and dear friends,
Jean-Paul is no lon ger here on earth with
his body which is now only ashes, but his
soul is here. When, in the year 2000, Ma -
rie-Paule had in vited all the Knights of
Mary, and es pe cially those who were fur -
ther away and for whom it was not easy to
come and pray of ten in the cha pel, to
leave their soul be fore the mon strance,
Jean-Paul had un der stood Ma rie-Paule’s
thought, to whom he was very closely
bound spir i tu ally, and he had de cided to
per ma nently place his soul here be fore
the Blessed Sac ra ment. And ev ery time
he came to Spiri-Maria he would spend
sev eral hours be fore the mon strance in
or der to rec ol lect him self and pray. Then,
he would tell us that he had come to see
how his soul was do ing. Be fore the
Eucharistic Jesus, Jean-Paul be came like 
a lit tle child again. Though he may not
have had that at ti tude or frame of mind at
the time of his conversion, he ac quired it
over the years.

We should read in Life of Love how, in
March 1974, he was taken by the Blessed
Vir gin, in or der to un der stand all the kind -
ness and the great mercy shown by the
Lord to Jean-Paul. Yolande’s hus band
and the fa ther of three young chil dren, he
had just suf fered two ma jor heart at tacks
from which he nearly died; sev eral other

mi nor heart at tacks sub se quently af fected 
him. The spe cial ist who headed the car di -
ol ogy de part ment at Laval Hos pi tal in
Que bec City had given him the fi nal di ag -
no sis: “Your days are
num bered.”

On that day, upon the 
sug ges tion of Fa ther
Philippe Roy, Ma rie-
Paule had tele phoned
Jean-Paul who, quite
up set, told her ev ery -
thing. While he was talk -
ing to her, Ma rie-Paule
said to the Blessed Vir -
gin, “Cure this fa ther
and give him to me as an apos tle in the
Army of Mary.” Ma rie-Paule im me di ately
“felt” and “saw” like rays of crys tal leav ing
her soul and go ing to wards him. Some -
thing ce les tial was tak ing place. And she
said to Jean-Paul, “Have con fi dence, you
won’t die.” He felt in side him some thing
that was un de fin able. His will and his hope 
were riv et ted to those words. Ma rie-Paule
warned him that, al though he risked hav -
ing other at tacks, he was to re main calm.
The only thing she asked of him was that
he not work with his arms.

He re turned home to Rimouski to await
death, for, al though he was rest ing, he
had great dif fi culty breath ing be cause of
the sharp pains in his chest that were con -
stantly there. On April 21, at eve ning
Mass, he ac cepted to take up the col lec -
tion. This gen er ous deed tired him and a
few hours later, he was rushed to emer -
gency and put in in ten sive care, hav ing
been the vic tim of an other heart at tack.
Fa ther Philippe im me di ately in formed Ma -

rie-Paule of the sick
man’s con di tion. Af ter
the tele phone call, the
Lord said to Ma rie-
Paule: “He will not die.”
(Life of Love, vol. XI, chap.
22) And she in formed
Mrs. Rose Dessureault,
Yolande’s mother, of
this in or der to re as sure
her, giv ing her the
Lord’s most re cent
words.

That is how the Lord
would make use of His hum ble in stru -
ment, Ma rie-Paule, to work a mi rac u lous
cure through the ap pli ca tion of her left
hand on the up per part of Jean-Paul’s
heart. The Lord had pre pared ev ery thing;
He had in di cated how to pro ceed and
even the side ef fects, that is to say, the
phys i cal re ac tions Jean-Paul would ex pe -
ri ence af ter Ma rie-Paule’s visit at the
Rimouski hos pi tal. The Blessed Vir gin
con firmed his cure to Ma rie-Paule by say -
ing: “It is in grat i tude for his gen er os ity that

Jean-Paul will be cured.” In fact, it took
three vis its from Ma rie-Pau le be fore Jean-
Paul was com pletely cured.

Shortly af ter wards, in July 1974, af ter
the death of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Rose
Dessureault, god mother of the Army of
Mary, Jean-
Paul and
Yolande be -
came the
god fa ther and
god mother
of the Work.

From then 
on, Jean-Paul
did not stop
show ing his
tre men dous grat i tude to the Lord and
Mary through a rad i cal change, a trans for -
ma tion which could first be de scribed as a
spir i tual trans fig u ra tion. Then his grat i -
tude was man i fested through all kinds of
gen er ous ma te rial deeds, through the
gen er os ity of his heart but also in the giv -
ing of him self in the mul ti tude of ser vices
he ren dered to the Work. It was his way of
say ing “thank-you” to God and to the
Blessed Vir gin who had given him his
phys i cal health again; but they had done
more than that, they had res ur rected him
spir i tu ally.

When, on Au gust 6 – more than thirty
years af ter his cure, hav ing suc cumbed to
compications aris ing with his lungs and
kid neys and not his heart – Jean-Paul
went to meet the Lord in His glory on the
Mount Tabor on the feast of the Trans fig u -
ra tion, he donned the white gar ment of
those souls that have been in vited to par -
take in the wed ding feast of the Lamb. On
His holy moun tain, the Fa ther pre pared a
feast of suc cu lent meats and good wines.
The Au thor of Holy Scrip ture ex presses
through hu man words spir i tual re al i ties,
so that we may better un der stand the hap -
pi ness of the souls that have de parted. I
am sure that Jean-Paul will ap pre ci ate
these thought ful acts now that he is rest -
ing close to Je sus. In the lit any of the Sa -
cred Heart, Je sus is in voked un der the ti tle 
of “De sire of the ev er last ing hills”. That is
be cause this holy moun tain is quite real
and the Lord of fers the spir i tual ban quet to 
all souls on these ev er last ing hills. In Saint 
Luke, it is writ ten: “It will go well with those
ser vants whom the mas ter finds wide-
awake on his re turn. I tell you, he will put
on an apron, seat them at ta ble, and pro -
ceed to wait on them. (Lk 12:37) Je sus Him -
self had given an ex am ple of this at the
Last Sup per when, on the eve ning of Holy
Thurs day, He pre pared His Apos tles to re -
ceive His Body and His Blood in the
Eucharistic Ban quet. This sa cred nour ish -
ment, given to us in each Com mu nion,
pre pares us here and now to live as if we
were al ready in heaven.

While we wait for this blessed day
when we, in turn, will hear these words:
“Come. You have my Fa ther’s bless ing!
In herit the king dom pre pared for you from
the cre ation of the world” (Mt 25:34), let us
fer vently cel e brate this Mass for our
brother Jean-Paul, so that Je sus and
Mary, Mother and Queen of All Peo ples,
will wel come him into eter nal glory. Amen.

Fa ther Denis Laprise
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We share the sor row of the be reaved fam i lies. To you we of fer
our con do lences and the as sur ance of our prayers for your
loved one who has now “en tered Life”. May the hope of join -
ing him or her one day be your con so la tion.

IN MEMORIAM

BÉLANGER, Jean-Paul - Ste-Foy, Que bec
BENOIST, Lucie - Cour bevoie, France
BOARMAN, Fa ther  Leon- Notre Dame, IN, U.S.A.
BOISJOLI, André - St-Bo ni face, MB
BOLDUC, Béatrice - Ste-Foy, Que bec

EMILE, Fannie - Flus hing, NY, U.S.A.
GAMACHE, Fa ther Jo seph - Ka sa ma, Zambia
LABERGE, Mo nique - Beau port 
LEBLANC, Cor rine - Mon treal
LORD, Françoise - Que bec
RIVERA, Enrique  - San Anto nio, TX, U.S.A.
ROSS, Jeanne - Mont-Joli
SCHOUTEN, Jo han nes (Jan) - Haar lem, Ne ther lands
STAFFORD, Char leen - Pa du cah, KY, U.S.A.
THÊTE, Jean - Jar nioux, France
TRAVERSY, Ro bert - La val
VAN DE BOOGAARD, Theo do ra (Do ortje) - Groes beek, Ne ther lands
WOLENSKY, Char les - St-Bo ni face, MB


