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May 31, 2005

Your Ex cel lency:

On May 16, 2005, in the af ter noon, on
the feast of the can on iza tion of Saint Joan
of Arc (85th), you met with the Sons of
Mary priests work ing in your di o cese: Fa -
thers Luc Beaudette, Dan iel Gauthier,
Gilles Devaux, Eric Robichaud and their
Su pe rior Gen eral, Fa ther Eric Roy. In the
eve ning, you had a meet ing with a di oc e -
san priest, Fa ther Mar cel Larouche. The
rea son: the sign ing of a pro fes sion of faith
and the re jec tion of the Work of the Army
of Mary as the pre req ui site con di tions to
be able to con tinue their pas to ral min is try.

At the cross roads of all the in flu ences,
your sit u a tion is a very dif fi cult one.

You base the pro fes sion of faith sub -
mit ted upon the ar gu ments pre sented by
Marc Bosquart. All the fo cus is on that,
and yet Marc Bosquart’s re flec tions do not 
con sti tute the ba sis of the faith of these
priests or even that of Marc Bosquart him -
self. Marc Bosquart’s re flec tions are an at -
tempt at un der stand ing the open ing up of
a mys tery. Why not let the test of time do
its work be fore hav ing re course to the
con dem na tions of days gone by which
have done such harm to the Church and
for which the Holy See reg u larly rec ti fies
its mem ory by ask ing for for give ness and
by clear ing the name of the wit nesses
con demned in the past? Lu ther him self
has been re in stated and hon ored. The
con sen sus on the doc trine of jus ti fi ca tion
known as the “Dec la ra tion of Dombes”
signed by the Lu ther ans and the Cath o lics 
sealed the re vers ible na ture of what
seemed to be her e sies. The doc trine of
jus ti fi ca tion through faith is the ba sis of the 
Protestant ref or ma tion.

As to the mak ing of pro fes sions of faith
to solve prob lems, would there not be
good rea son to force a great num ber of
Cath o lics, nu mer ous priests and theo lo -

gians to also make a pro fes sion of Cath o -
lic faith once again? For the ma jor ity of
Cath o lics pres ently deny or re ject one or
more truths de fined by the Church and live 
ac cord ing to a re li gion “à la carte” in which
they fol low what pleases them with out any
con sid er ation what so ever of the moral,
doc trinal and dis ci plin ary di rec tives of the
Cath o lic Church. That is a known fact,
doc u mented, polled and pub lished.

In the same lapse of time cov ered by
the tum ble taken by the faith of Cath o lics
who, one af ter the other, have been re ject -
ing the teach ings of the Cath o lic Church,
the mem bers of the Army of Mary have
been go ing in the op po site di rec tion, con -
vert ing them selves and liv ing ac cord ing to 
all the Cath o lic teach ings, in clud ing those
that are reg u larly crit i cized by priests,
theo lo gians and even bish ops.

Be cause of the dif fi culty of reach ing an
agree ment, you used a very strong com -
par i son in your di a logue with the Sons of
Mary: “You are like drunk men; a drunk
man can not hear or un der stand what is
said to him.” There fore, all the peo ple who
do not think as you do are like “drunk
men”! That is a pe remp tory state ment. I do 
not un der stand its phi los o phy. What is the
point of this meth od ol ogy which is com -
pletely for eign to all gen u ine di a logue that
is re spect ful of the other per son’s way of
think ing? There fore, for you, the dis si -
dents, the Prot es tants, the Evan ge lists,
the Or tho dox, the Mus lims, the Bud dhists, 
the athe ists are “to be com pared to
drunken men who can not hear or un der -
stand what we are try ing to tell them”?

Drunk with what? Drunk, but for what
rea son? Strangely enough, the Acts of the
Apos tles re count a de light ful story about
“drunken men”. I will share it with you:  

“... a few re marked with a sneer, ‘They
have had too much new wine!’

“Pe ter stood up..., raised his voice, and
ad dressed them: ‘You who are Jews, in -

deed all of you stay ing in Je ru sa lem! Lis -
ten to what I have to say. You must re al ize
that these men are not drunk, as you seem 
to think. It is only nine in the morn ing! No, it
is what Joel the prophet spoke of: “It shall
come to pass in the last days, says God,
that I will pour out a por tion of my spirit on
all man kind...” ’ ” (Acts 2:13-17)

As far as ap os tolic ex clu sive ness is
con cerned, you are fa mil iar with the mem -
o ra ble di a logue be tween Je sus and John:

“John said to him, ‘Teacher, we saw a
man us ing your name to ex pel de mons
and we tried to stop him be cause he is not
of our com pany.’ Je sus said in re ply: ‘Do
not try to stop him. No man who per forms
a mir a cle us ing my name can at the same
time speak ill of me. Any one who is not
against us is with us.’ ” (Mk 9:38-40)

Your Ex cel lency, Bishop Paul-André
Durocher, you have just ac com plished
one of the last ges tures  of con dem na tion,
in or der to show sol i dar ity with the Doc -
trinal Note is sued by your fel low bish ops,
in si lenc ing a group of priests who ex er -
cise their min is try in a man ner that is to -
tally in con for mity with the Church. Did Je -
sus show sol i dar ity with the re quest of the
Apos tles who al ready wanted to con demn 
some one who was not fol low ing pre cisely
the de mands of their group?

The tan gle of de ci sions and the me dia
cam paign pro voked by the ex clu sion of
Sons of Mary priests from your di o cese
make the Army of Mary known that much
more. Ninety-five per cent of the Cath o lics
did not have the faint est idea of the link be -
tween the Work and the Sons of Mary. The 
op po si tion shown in the writ ings pro duces 
a thirst in peo ple to get to know the other
ver sion of the  events. The pop u la tion no
lon ger be lieves the clergy and the epis co -
pate with out say ing a word, as it did in the
past; it searches, it seeks in for ma tion and
makes its own judg ments. 

Marc Élie

“What We Ut ter is God’s Wis dom... 
A Mys te ri ous Wis dom...” 
Que bec, July 18, 2005

Dear Mother Paul-Ma rie,
Given re cent events

and hav ing read what
has been writ ten by Fa -
thers Pi erre and Eric
and by re li gious and lay
peo ple, a pas sage has
come to my mind: “What 
we ut ter is God’s wis -
dom... a mys te ri ous wis -
dom... None of the rul -
ers of this age knew the
mys tery; if they had
known it they would never have cru ci fied
the Lord of glory” (1 Cor 2:7-8). Then there is 
the beau ti ful prayer of the Of fer tory: “...
May we come to share in the di vin ity of
Christ who hum bled him self to share in
our hu man ity.”

When, at the age of 21, I came to know
the Army of Mary, through a friend, I had
never pre vi ously heard of it. I was greatly
as ton ished to hear him say that a num ber
of his friends were in a re li gious com mu -
nity. At that time I was far from think ing
that I also could en ter it! Gen er ally speak -
ing, I went to Mass on Sun days, and that
was all; my spir i tu al ity stopped there, and I 

was grad u ally slid ing into a laicized, ma te -
ri al ist so ci ety in which God is con spic u ous
by His ab sence and in which all is rel a tive,
in clud ing good and evil. It was in and
through the Army of Mary that I was able to 
learn to pray, first of all in the morn ing and
eve ning, a habit my mother had taught me
when I was young but which I had long
since put aside. I be gan to re cite the act of
con se cra tion to Mary, the ro sary, and then 
to do some spir i tual read ing each day and
to as sist at Mass on week days. If at any
time and due to neg a tive com ments heard 
in my mi lieu, I might have doubts about the 
Work, it was in the writ ings of the late Pope 
John Paul II (Let ter to Fam i lies, The Gos -
pel of Life and oth ers) that I found my re as -
sur ance; I found in them the teach ing re -
ceived in the Army of Mary.

The days of prayer were ce les tial
oases in which the beau ti ful lit urgy, the
poly phonic hymns and Gre go rian chant,
the con fer ences deal ing with the lives of
the saints and with the ap pa ri tions of the
Vir gin at Fatima, Lourdes, etc.; the
Eucharistic ad o ra tion, the Mass cel e -
brated with dig nity, the deep est re spect
and a great pi ety, all of this con trib uted to
el e vat ing one’s soul and bring ing it to taste 
spir i tual joys hith erto un known. Af ter 14

years the teach ing has not changed, and
the sim ple beau ties of re li gion make
them selves man i fest in all their pu rity at
Spiri-Maria. If a great mys tery is to day be -
ing un veiled, I can only sing: “Taste and
see how good the Lord is” (Ps 34:9).

I don’t know if I will have the cour age to
re main faith ful to the end, in the face of
that “great blast of the tem pest” fore told so 
long ago and long awaited. I pray heaven
to grant me fi del ity in or der that I may see
the roses flow er ing on the cross of the Co-
Re demp tion.

With love and grat i tude,
Sis ter Guylaine Gauvin

Sr. Guylaine
Gauvin

A Won der ful Help
Thank you so much for the won der ful

ar ti cles you write in the pa per Le
Royaume and on the web site [of the
Com mu nity of the Lady of All Peo ples].
You are re ally help ing all of us Eng lish-
speak ing here in the States. Your ex pla na -
tions of ev ery thing are won der ful. You
have many gifts in writ ing, and your in -
sights are pro found.

We pray for you in your en deav ors for
Our Lady’s Work. May she re ward you a
hun dred times over for all the good you’re
do ing for all of us.

Chris tine Mc Car thy
for the Texas group


