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On May 16, at a meet ing with the Sons of Mary work ing
in the Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall, in the pres ence of
Fa ther Eric Roy, Su pe rior Gen eral, His Exc. Bishop Paul-
André Durocher told the con freres pres ent of his in ten tion
to ter mi nate their pas to ral ser vice in the di o cese on June
30, 2005, in the even tu al ity that they would not ac cept to
sign, within six days, the com mit ment of fi del ity, with out
any mod i fi ca tions or chance to ap peal, which he had pre -
pared for them. The con freres con cerned could not, in all
con science, ac cept this doc u ment with out be tray ing or de -
ny ing the Work they stem from and, by this very fact, with -
out them selves con demn ing their Found ress to whom, af -
ter God, they owe all the ideal of their con se cra tion, their
uni ver sal charism of char ity for the Church and for souls,
and their Mar ian spir i tu al ity.

Fol low ing this meet ing of May 16, that is to say, on May
19, Fa ther Eric Roy as well as Fa thers Luc Beaudette,  Da -
niel Gauthier and Gilles Devaux ad dressed a let ter to
Bishop Durocher, clearly ex plain ing to him the rea sons
why it was mor ally im pos si ble for them to sign such a com -
mit ment and they in di cated, at the same time, that, hav ing
taken note of his de ci sion, they in tended to leave the di o -
cese at the lat est on June 30, 2005, af ter ten years of pas to -
ral ser vice.

In the days that fol lowed, Fa ther Eric Roy called Bishop
Durocher in or der to dis cuss with him the pos si bil ity of not
pro long ing un duly the pres ence of the Sons of Mary in the
Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall, given the very del i cate
sit u a tion for the con freres in volved, and to avoid all use less 
ten sions and un com fort able sit u a tions. But the lo cal
bishop, for his part, in sisted that Fa thers Luc, Dan iel and
Gilles should re main at their post ings un til the dead line of
June 30, 2005, us ing as a pre text the fact that he had ma jor
pas to ral changes to make that would come into ef fect on
that date es pe cially in the Anglophone par ishes.

That was strange rea son ing on the part of a prel ate who,
while out law ing as “her e tics” three Sons of Mary – al -
though he him self ac knowl edged never hav ing heard any
preach ing on their part which could jus tify such an ac cu sa -
tion – was not only pre pared to over look the “dan ger for
the faith” these lat ter could pres ent, on the con di tion they
made a tiny lit tle pro fes sion of faith and es pe cially a very
im por tant re nun ci a tion; but he still wanted to use these
same “po ten tial her e tics” in or der to fill the pas to ral holes
be cause it would be more con ve nient for him. In such a sit -
u a tion, one can be al lowed to se ri ously won der about the
real so lic i tude of this pas tor for his sheepfold which he con -
tin ues to en trust to the good care of ser vants who are sup -
pos edly “bad”. Let us sin cerely hope, for the good of his di -
oc e san faith ful, that the op po site in true, es pe cially as far as 
he is con cerned.

What ever the case may be and in spite of a sit u a tion
which had now ex ploded, the Sons of Mary ac cepted to
con tinue their pas to ral ser vice un til the date of June 30, im -
posed by Bishop Durocher, while at the same time in form -
ing their pa rish io ners, in all jus tice and char ity, of the sit u a -
tion they would face in the near fu ture.

Fol low ing the first an nounce ments com mu ni cated to
the main per sons af fected by the pas to ral min is try of the
Sons of Mary in the Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall,
Bishop Durocher sud denly did an about-face and com mu -
ni cated with Fa ther Gilles Devaux to in form him that, af ter 
con sul ta tion, it was better for the good of all con cerned
that the Sons of Mary ad vance their de par ture date to June
1, 2005.

Fa ther Gilles, sur prised, asked the Bishop if he had in -
formed Fa ther Eric, but he re plied that he had not be cause
he did not have Fa ther Eric’s tele phone num ber, even
though nor mally Fa ther Eric is the one who should have
been con tacted first, given that, for merly, it was the Com -
mu nity which had been wel comed in the di o cese and was
now be ing ex pelled from it.

With out wish ing to con demn Bishop Durocher for this
sad page of his tory which has come to an end and which,
whether we want it or not, will be added to the an nals of an
epis co pal con fer ence which bears a heavy re spon si bil ity in
the out come of the sit u a tion, it is nev er the less sur pris ing to
see just to what ex tent he was able to make use of the Sons
of Mary to the very end, for the sole pur pose of his per sonal 
re quire ments. In this cir cum stance, his pas to ral con cern for 
the spir i tual wel fare of the faith ful in his di o cese was
equalled only by his con cern for the Sons of Mary priests
whom he got rid of by wrongly and un justly flout ing their
hu man and sac er do tal dig nity, with out even hav ing the
min i mal de cency of wait ing for these lat ter to leave the di o -
cese be fore be gin ning to spread his ven om ous cam paign of
filth in the me dia, treat ing them as com mon her e tics.

At the end of ten years of self less pas to ral ser vice by the
Sons of Mary in the Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall, we
would be well ad vised to se ri ously ques tion our selves, all of 
us, in or der to dis cover whose cause all these contorsions to 
the truth and this ma lev o lent con tempt on the part of the
lo cal Or di nary could well serve... that of the old ser pent in
Gen e sis or that of the dove nes tled in the crack of the rock. 

At the point we have now reached, given the ex tent of
the scan dal pro voked by an ob sti nate re jec tion, wor thy of
the re bel lious an gels, of a Hand maid and a Work of God,
only one choice re mains and that is to en ter, af ter the ex -
am ple and in the wake of the Woman, into the fi nal com bat 
with a view to the de fin i tive vic tory of good over evil.

June 3, 2005 Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro

Pre am ble
On May 22, 2005, at the be gin ning of

the 8:30 a.m. Mass in the par ish of the Sa -
cred Heart in Al ex an dria (On tario), Fa ther
Mar cel Larouche read the mes sage from
Fa ther Eric Roy an nounc ing, with re gret,
the de par ture of the Sons of Mary from the
Di o cese of Al ex an dria-Cornwall. He
thanked the Sons of Mary for their valu -
able con tri bu tion in our par ishes over the
last ten years. The as sem bly sec onded
Fa ther Mar cel’s com ments with a warm
round of ap plause. Fa ther Mar cel then left
to go to an other Eucharistic cel e bra tion,
and Fa ther Luc Beaudette con tin ued with
the Mass as sisted by the dea con, Claude
Bru net. Af ter the fi nal bless ing, I im plored
the Holy Spirit to en lighten me and I de -
cided to spon ta ne ously speak to Fa ther
Luc be fore the con gre ga tion.

Ad dress
“Fa ther Luc, could you wait a few min -

utes please? Spon ta ne ously, in all hu mil -
ity and sin cer ity, it is dif fi cult for me to hold
back my re ac tions at the an nounce ment
of your de par ture, and to let you leave
with out tak ing the time to share with you
what I feel at the mo ment.”

(Then I ad dressed my self to the con -
gre ga tion:) “La dies and Gen tle men, I am
speak ing to you this morn ing from a per -
sonal point of view and not as a mem ber of 
the par ish’s Lead er ship Com mit tee. My
com ments are my very own thoughts and I 
as sume full re spon si bil ity for the con se -
quences of my ac tions. Fur ther more, if my 
com ments shock the ma jor ity of the mem -
bers of the Lead er ship Com mit tee, you
can be as sured that I am pre pared to hand
in my res ig na tion on the spot at our next
meet ing.

“Fa ther Luc, I am not a mem ber of your
Work, but I have ob served your mem bers
since their ar rival in this di o cese, and I
have read about your Work. Since your ar -

rival in the di o cese, you have sown ev ery -
where around you a love of prayer and
love of neigh bor. How can we cast the first
stone at you? I be lieve the Church is mak -
ing a mis take by ini ti at ing this in qui si tion
into the Work, and I feel a deep sor row in -
side me and a great spir i tual dis ap point -
ment with re gard to my Church. A pas -
sage from the Bi ble has kept con stantly
pop ping up in my mind since the be gin -
ning of this Mass: ‘Fa ther, for give them;
they do not know what they are do ing.’ (Lk
23:34)

“To live ac cord ing to one’s val ues ex -
acts much cour age; know that you have
my com plete ad mi ra tion for re fus ing to
deny your spir i tual her i tage. I sup port you
in prayer, you, all the mem bers of the
Work and par tic u larly its Found ress Ma -
rie-Paule Giguère (Mother Paul-Ma rie).
Many thanks for all you have done. Have
cour age!”
Con clu sion

Ev ery thing ended with re sound ing ap -
plause, em braces and much emo tion.

Nicole Bour geois, pa rish io ner

A Pa rish io ner from Al ex an dria-Cornwall 
Spon ta ne ously Ad dresses the Con gre ga tion


