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To whom do we owe obe di ence in
the Church? The ques tion is worth re -
flect ing upon, as a re sult of the in ter ro -
ga tion for mu lated in July 2005 by one of
our correspondents: 

“The Army of Mary swears that it is
faith ful to the Church, but the bish ops
have banned it. How can one dis obey
the bish ops and re main faith ful to the
Church?”

A pas sage from the Gos pel of Saint
Mat thew al ready pro vides a lead in an -
swer ing:

While the Phar i sees were scan dal -
ized over Je sus’ words, He de clared to
His dis ci ples: “Let them go their way;
they are blind lead ers of the blind. If one
blind man leads an other, both will end in 
a pit.” (Mt 15:14)

If cer tain au thor i ties are blind, that is
to say, in ca pa ble of rec og niz ing God's
Envoy, must we deny that we see and,
in turn, be come blind by re ject ing this
En voy? Yet, “if one blind man leads an -
other, both will end in a pit.”

Would the Church be any fur ther
ahead be cause of this? Does not our fi -
del ity to the Church com mit us to ac cept 
to be come, like Christ, signs of con tra -
dic tion?

We know that many par al lels can be
drawn be tween our time and that of
Christ’s first man i fes ta tion on this earth.
The Co-Re demp tion is in the like ness of 
the Re demp tion and, just as the Re -
deemer was re jected by the re li gious
au thor i ties of His time, the same is true
of the Co-Redemptrix in our time.

The apos tles of the Lady have a cru -
cial mis sion for the fu ture of the Church
and of man kind, and it is just as un think -
able for them to be un faith ful to this mis -
sion as it was for Christ’s Apos tles to be
un faith ful to the call ing they had re -
ceived.

Fur ther more, the his tory of the
Church con firms us in our de sire to be
faith ful to the Work of the Lady in spite of 
the re jec tion by Church au thor i ties who
have eyes to see but do not see.

THE PROPH ETS IN THE CHURCH
Mr. Niels Chris tian Hvidt con ducted a 

very in ter est ing in ter view in 1999, for
the Ital ian re view 30 Giorni, with Car di -
nal Jo seph Ratzinger, then the Pre fect
of the Con gre ga tion for the Doc trine of
the Faith. In this in ter view en ti tled “The
Prob lem of Chris tian Proph ecy”,1 Car -
di nal Ratizinger’s an swers  are of a re -
mark able apt ness to con firm the au -
then tic ity of our Found ress’ mis sion.

– What a Prophet Is
“The prophet is some one who tells

the truth by vir tue of his con tact with
God; the truth for to day which, of
course, also sheds light on the fu ture. It
is not a mat ter of pre dict ing the fu ture in
all its de tails, but rather of ren dering
pres ent, at this mo ment, the truth of
God and in di cating the path to fol low.”
(Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 1)

Ma rie-Paule was pre pared for her
mis sion by the Lord and by Mary.
She wrote in Life of Love: “When cer -

tain souls are cho sen by God for the
duty of set ting things right – and this
un der His com mand – they must, with 
a cour age akin to her o ism, live each
day in a pro found char ity that will in -
ces santly ex cuse the lack of com pre -
hen sion on the part of those who
should be the first to un der stand.” (Life 
of Love, vol. VIII, chap. 46, p. 235)

– The “Face-to-Face with God” 
“I quite will ingly see the heart or the

root of the pro phetic el e ment be ing
found in this face-to-face with God, in
this fact of con vers ing with Him as one
would with a friend. It is only by vir tue of
this di rect meet ing with God that the
prophet can speak in time.” (Car di nal
Ratzinger, no. 1)

Ma rie-Paule lives in con stant com -
mu nion with Heaven. As her charism
was pu ri fied, the first in te rior lo cu -
tions she re ceived in her child hood
gave way to an in creas ingly more in ti -
mate mode of com mu ni ca tion with
the On-High, as one can note while
reading through Life of Love.

– “The Role of Prophet Can not Be
In sti tu tion al ized”

“The Church is founded ‘on the apos -
tles and the proph ets’ (Eph 2:20; cf. Eph
4:11).... The mod ern ex e gete tells us that
the con cept of apos tle must be un der -
stood in a broader sense and that of
prophet must be re ferred back to the
proph ets in the Church.... The Old Tes -
ta ment shows us that the role of the
prophet can not be in sti tu tion al ized....

“God re serves the right to in ter vene
di rectly in the Church through charisms,
in or der to wake it up, to warn it, to pro -
mote it and to sanc tify it. I be lieve that
this prophetico-char is matic his tory cuts
across the time of the Church. It is al -
ways pres ent, es pe cially in the most
crit i cal times, in the pe ri ods of tran si -
tion.” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 4)

The world is go ing through a most try -
ing pe riod of tran si tion. Ma rie-Paule
wrote to Fa ther Jacques  Gilbert on
Sep tem ber 6, 2002, “I think heaven is 
rep re sented on earth in or der to
coun ter bal ance the in fer nal hordes
that are in fest ing the earth. It is the tri -
umph of evil and scan dals are spread 
ev ery where! When Mary’s hour co mes, 
ev ery thing will be re versed and the
new world will see so much beauty in
the light.” (“Le der nier coup...” et l’héroïque
par don!, p. 367)

– Mary, a Proph et ess
“There ex ists an an cient pa tris tic tra -

di tion which qual i fies Mary not as a
priest ess but as a proph et ess. In that
tra di tion, the ti tle of proph et ess is the ti -
tle par ex cel lence of Mary. It is in Mary
that is pre cisely de fined what proph ecy
is, that is to say, that in ti mate abil ity to
lis ten, to per ceive, to feel whereby one
can ex pe ri ence the con so la tion of the
Holy Spirit by wel com ing Him within
one self... and by of fer ing Him to the
world. It could be said, in a sense and
with out wish ing to be cat e gor i cal, that

the Mar ian line rep re sents ex actly the
pro phetic di men sion in the Church.”
(Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 5)

Mar ian ap pa ri tions are one of the
means through which Mary ex er -
cises her pro phetic mis sion in our
time, and, like the proph ets, she is re -
jected...

– “The Pro phetic Fem i nine Line” in
the Church

“The pro phetic fem i nine line has a
great im por tance in the his tory of the
Church, an im por tance which the ex am -
ples of Catherine of Siena and Brigitte of 
Swe den can help us un der stand. Both
of them spoke to a Church in which the
Col lege of Apos tles ex isted and in which 
the sac ra ments were dis trib uted....
They awak ened the Church and high -
lighted within it once again the charism
of unity, the evan gel i cal cour age and
hu mil ity, as well as evangelization.” (Car -
di nal Ratzinger, no. 5)

It was upon a re quest from Heaven
that Ma rie-Paule be gan writ ing to
warn of the dan gers threat en ing the
Church and the world, and quite of ten 
her warn ings were badly re ceived.
She wrote to Fa ther J.-Armand
Veilleux, on Feb ru ary 12, 1972: “The
boat is sink ing... Yes, the Cath o lic
world is fall ing apart,... the prov i den -
tial call is mak ing it self heard in such
an ob vi ous man ner, and we are tak -
ing ev ery means to work within the
strict est ob ser vance of the es tab -
lished laws.” (“Le der nier coup...” et
l’héroïque par don!, p. 104)

– Proph ecy Pre cedes The ol ogy
“I be lieve that it is pos si ble to dem on -

strate that, for all the great theo lo gians,
a new elab o ra tion is pos si ble only if the
pro phetic el e ment has be gun by first
open ing a pas sage way.... The ol ogy, in
the strict sense of a theo log i cal sci ence,
is not pro phetic. It can only be come a liv -
ing the ol ogy when it is im pelled and en -
light ened by a pro phetic im pe tus.” (Car di -
nal Ratzinger, no. 6)

Marc Bosquart is one of those proph -
ets who opens new ways for a “liv ing
the ol ogy”... The Credo that he was
im pelled to write and that has been so 
ad a mantly de cried was pub lished in
the pa per Le Royaume at the ex press 
re quest of Heaven which clearly in di -
cated to Marie-Paule: “You must pub -
lish it. Later, peo ple will be able to see 
that you had your proph ets.”  (“The
King dom”, no. 152, No vem ber-De cem ber
2001, p. 4)

– Tri par tite Di a gram of the His tory
of God with Men

There ex ists “dif fer ent ways of re fer -
ring to Christ ac cord ing to whether He is
the One who is com ing, who has al ready 
come or who is yet to return. The rea son
why, un der many as pects, the time of
the Church, on the struc tural level, is
equiv a lent to the Old Tes ta ment or at
least is very sim i lar to it, all of that mer its
be ing stud ied and looked into in an ever
greater depth....” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 9)
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Can these words from Car di nal
Ratzinger not in di cate that the
Church is called to re new it self in or -
der to come un der the in flu ence of a
new Law, like the peo ple of God in the 
Old Tes ta ment? 
The Church is wait ing for an other ful -
fill ment.
“[The Fa thers of the Church] have

pro posed a tri par tite di a gram [of the his -
tory of God with men]: um bra, imago,
veri tas [shadow, im age, truth] in which
the New Tes ta ment is the imago [im -
age]. In this way, the ex pec ta tion with
re gard to the fi nal ful fill ment re mains
open, and the time of the New Tes ta -
ment, the time of the Church, is seen as
a sub se quent stage, more el e vated, but
al ways a part of the road of the prom ise....

“The Fa thers of the Church force fully
em pha sized the in ter me di ate na ture of
the New Tes ta ment in which the prom -
ises have not yet all been ful filled. Christ
truly came in the flesh, but the Church is
still wait ing for His com plete Rev e la tion
in glory.” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 10)

These com ments are sim i lar to quite
well known ideas within the Army of
Mary: af ter the 4,000 years of the
Prom ise (Old Tes ta ment – “um bra”),
the time of the Fa ther, there fol lowed the
2,000 years of the Son (New Tes ta ment
– “imago”), and now there co mes the
1,000 years of the True Spirit (“veri tas”).
This last stage of 1,000 years is pre -
pared by Mary, as Saint Louis Ma rie
Grignion de Montfort pre dicted and
as the Lady of All Peo ples has an -
nounced: 
“The Lady ap pears hold ing a child in
her arms.... ‘It is He, again, whom I
wish to bring to this world,’ ” she said
to her mes sen ger Ida. (9th message)
These words from the Lady tie in with
this mes sage from the Lord to Ma rie-
Paule on May 4, 1958: “It is you, my
child, who suf fer my Pas sion and
who, in the name of my be loved
Mother, will give Christ back to the
world.”  (Life of Love, vol. I, chap. 53, p. 334)

“Reach What Is Yet to Come” 
“The proph ets are the peo ple who

bring out the di men sion of hope in Chris -
tian ity. They are the in stru ments that al -
low us to reach what is yet to come.” (Car -
di nal Ratzinger, no. 11)

A strik ing trait of Ma rie-Paule’s writ -
ings is the note of hope that dom i -
nates in spite of the dark ness in
which our world is plunged, for the

vic tory was prom ised to Mary and the
King dom will fi nally be es tab lished on 
earth. In fact, this King dom has been
open since Sep tem ber 14, 2001, ac -
cord ing to what Heaven “in di cated” to 
Ma rie-Paule, thus open ing the way
for the third pe riod of the Church –
that which we owe to the Sac ri fice of
the Hand maid.

– Pri vate Rev e la tion
“The term [pri vate] is un der stood to

mean that the rev e la tions of Chris tian
mys tics and proph ets can never be el e -
vated to the same level as bib li cal Rev e -
la tion; they can only lead to this lat ter
and be mea sured against it. More over,
this does not mean that this type of rev e -
la tion is not im por tant for the Church in
its en tirety. Lourdes and Fatima prove
just the op po site. In the fi nal anal y sis,
these rev e la tions are noth ing more than
a new call ing to bib li cal Rev e la tion, and
that is pre cisely what gives them their
im por tance.” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 14)

The “new ideas” that are trans mit ted
within the Army of Mary are sup -
ported by bib li cal Rev e la tion (es pe -
cially the books of Gen e sis and Rev -
e la tion). The Lady of All Peo ples af -
firmed this: “I do not bring a new doc -
trine. I now bring the old ideas.” (49th
mes sage)

– The Suf fer ing of the Proph ets 
Per se cuted by the Church

“The pro phetic im pact can not oc cur
with out there be ing re cip ro cal suf fer ing.
The prophet is called in a spe cific man -
ner to an im i ta tion of Christ’s suf fer ing.
In fact, he is rec og nized as a prophet be -
cause he is pre pared to suf fer and share 
in the cross with Christ. He does not
seek to im pose him self. His mes sage is
ver i fied and ren dered fruit ful through the 
cross.” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 15)

Mr. Hvidt said to Car di nal Ratzinger:
“It is re gret ta ble to see that the ma jor -
ity of the proph ets of the Church have
been re jected dur ing their life time. It
seems al most in ev i ta ble that the
Church adopts a crit i cal at ti tude and
even an at ti tude of re fusal in their re -
gard. That is what can be ob served
for the ma jor ity of Chris tian proph ets
and proph et esses.” (Ques tion 16)

“Yes, that is true. Ignatius of Loyola
was sent to prison; the same thing hap -
pened to Saint John of the Cross.
Brigitte of Swe den was al most con -
demned by the Coun cil of Basle.... [The

Church] must  be vig i lant so as not to in -
cur the re proach of hav ing ‘killed the
proph ets’.” (Car di nal Ratzinger, no. 16)

Ma rie-Paule wrote to Fa ther J.-
Armand Veilleux on Feb ru ary 12,
1972: “It is the clergy, the Jew ish
priests, who cru ci fied the Lord and
again it will be the pres ent priest hood
that will con demn the souls called to
the co-re demp tion....
“This in te rior voice which never de -
ceives said to me at the end of De -
cem ber: ‘It is those of my priest hood
who will cru cify you, and my priests
are also my bish ops.’...
“Ev ery thing is shown me..., through
pic tures..., about in di vid u als, even
re li gious and of the hi er ar chy, re -
gard ing the state of their soul and
their mach i na tions, and God per mits
that the events are con firmed in the
days that fol low....
“The worst is yet to come. We know
this and we walk in com plete hu mil ity
to the goal, to the end. Christ had to
die on the cross for the re demp tion. If
He had shirked it, would there have
been re demp tion?...
“We have been fore warned of all that
is com ing and it is the clergy, once
again, that will in flict the worst hu mil i -
a tion upon itself.” (“Le der nier coup...” et
l’héroïque par don!, pp. 104-105)

* * *

On July 15, 2005, Mother Paul-Ma rie
re ceived this in di ca tion from Heaven:
“WE HAVE REACHED THE DARK PE RIOD
FOR THE CHURCH AND FOR THE
WORLD.” The Church has struck and is
still strik ing the Found ress of the Army of 
Mary, and the Church and the world will
ex pe ri ence the after shocks of this.

At the end of her mis sion, Ma rie-
Paule will be able to say again, as she
wrote it to Fa ther Veilleux on Sep tem ber 
8, 1985:

“I am not the one who ac com plished
some thing; it is Mary who did so through
her poor hand maid  who is more and
more aware of be ing like the ‘use less
ser vant’. I sim ply obeyed.” (“Le der nier
coup...” et l’héroïque par don!, p. 151)

Au gust 5, 2005
Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld

1. This in ter view with Car di nal Ratzinger
can be found on Internet in French at the
fol low ing ad dress given us by Mr. Gérard
Boisvert: http://205.237.49.178/pdfdoc
/probl_proph_chr.pdf

One of the last in junc tions is sued by
Pope John Paul II to the world was
couch ed in these words of Je sus to His
apos tles: “Put out into the deep!” (Lk 5:4).
And the Pope’s mes sage was given in
par tic u lar for the 36th World Com mu ni -
ca tions Day in 2002 which had as its
theme, “Internet: A New Fo rum for Pro -
claim ing the Gos pel”.  At that pre cise
time the be loved Pope Wojtyla urged
the Church to “put out into the deep”, but
in add ing this note that is in her ent in
mod ern com puter tech nol ogy: “Put out
into the deep of the Net!” (Zenit, Fr. ed.,
June 8, 2005) The think ing of His Ex cel -
lency Arch bishop John P. Foley, Pres i -
dent of the Pon tif i cal Coun cil for So cial

Com mu ni ca tions, runs along the same
lines; “The Church is uni ver sal and its
mis sion con sists in pro claim ing the Gos -
pel to all peo ples. Hence, Internet can
be con sid ered an in stru ment use ful for
this pur pose.” He went on to say,
“Internet can be a new path to God, a call 
to the Church to ques tion it self on the
op por tu ni ties of fered by the news me dia 
to in form, ed u cate, pray and evan ge lize, 
to take the Word of God ev ery where...”
How ever, this dig ni tary asks for the dis -
cern ment that im poses it self in the face
of such a me dium in which “the pos i tive
el e ment is op posed to the neg a tive, cre -
at ing con fu sion and false val ues.”  (Zenit,
Eng. ed., June 6, 2005) So it is im por tant for

His Ho li ness Pope John Paul II
at Lourdes


