
“THE KING DOM”, No. 174, July-August 2005     9

“What a Ha ven
of Peace!”

Mon day, July 11, 2005

I thought it ap pro pri ate to share with
you my im pres sions of the last week end
spent in re treat at the Spiri-Maria Cen ter in 
Lac-Etchemin, even if my wit ness does
not re veal any thing very dif fer ent from
what you have most cer tainly al ready
heard.

In vited by sev eral mem bers of the
Work, I left for Spiri-Maria in a spirit of
com plete open ness of soul to prayer, the
giv ing of self, med i ta tion, etc. The high -
way lead ing to it, weav ing its way through
an en chant ing land scape bor der ing
moun tains and for ests was al ready pre -
par ing me for the with drawal from the day-
to-day whirl wind of ac tiv i ties and help ing
me to empty my mind of its many thoughts. 
As I ar rived at Spiri-Maria, I was so taken
by the ma jes tic white ness of the place that
I had to stop on the side of the road in or der 
to be able to fully en joy its beauty. What a

ha ven of peace in the mid dle of the for est!
The wel come was so warm, sim ple and 

char i ta ble that al ready I felt at home. The
clean li ness of the rooms and the qual ity of
the bal anced meals could not have been
sur passed by the great ho tel chains.
Bravo also for the qual ity of the texts pre -
sented dur ing the re treat! They touch and
can be help ful to all age groups, re gard -
less of their needs. I was so sur prised to
be able to view a video of Mother Paul-Ma -
rie. That was a prov i den tial gift which I was 
not ex pect ing and which gave me an op -
por tu nity, for a few mo ments, to ap pre ci -
ate even more the “Mag ni fi cat” of this dear
Mother, to use the ex pres sion of Sis ter
Kasumovic.

Now, what can one say of the cha pel!
What a place! As I set foot in it I felt an in -
cred i ble di vine pres ence. Sim ply stand ing
at the back, with out say ing a word and
deeply touched, the Lord could al ready
see what was in my heart; my soul was laid 
bare. He un der stood ev ery thing... I felt
that my heart was heavy and vul ner a ble. I
was search ing for un der stand ing, com -
pas sion, a sim ple and gen u ine spir i tu al ity.
I had just found all of that here, at the Spiri-
Maria Cen ter, there for me to re new my -
self to my spir i tual depths. Al le luia!

More over, through out the en tire week -
end, ev ery time my eyes came to rest on
the host with the fig ures of Christ and the
Lady (rep re sent ing Ida’s vi sion), strangely 
enough, one sin gle word al ways kept
com ing back to my mind: “Fi nally.” For me, 
this “fi nally” gives to Mary, and by that very 
fact to all the women, Her place within the
Church. Fi nally!

On Sunday morn ing, I was filled with
much emo tion dur ing the last cel e bra -
tions, for I knew that I had to leave and that

I still had so much to do.  Dur ing the five
hours of trav el ling on the re turn trip, I tried
to main tain the same state of soul by lis -
ten ing to the touch ing and in spir ing hymns 
of the ex traor di nary choir of the Com mu -
nity of the Sons and Daugh ters of Mary.

I will con tinue my spir i tual pro gres sion
while re spect ing the fact that those around 
me will not be fol low ing the same pace, but 
it will not be easy. I will re turn to Lac-
Etchemin, but with my hus band next time.

Fi nally, whether we are be liev ers, athe -
ists or ag nos tics, I find it hard to be lieve
that any one could en ter that place, ex pe ri -
ence its Eucharistic cel e bra tions filled with 
a deep re li gious rev er ence, an gelic
hymns and an ex cep tional spirit of rec ol -
lec tion, and leave with out be ing touched
in some way or an other! Hav ing read only
vol umes I and II of Life of Love, I can iden -
tify with Mother Paul-Ma rie when she de -
scribes her mo ments of close ness with
God dur ing cer e mo nies.

Once again, what a ha ven of Peace!... I
can un der stand better now why Fa thers
Pi erre Mastropietro, Eric Roy, Luc
Beaudette and oth ers, the nuns and the
vol un teers, can in spire such calm ness,
gen tle ness, love and re spect in those
around them. With a sim ple look or a
hand shake, I was drawn by their aura of
ho li ness. How good it would be for our
priests and our lay peo ple to dis cover this
same aura of ho li ness in our re li gious au -
thor i ties.

Like a can cer pa tient in the ter mi nal
phase, the Church, un for tu nately, can
only ac cept the con se quences of a prac -
tice that finds its in spi ra tion more in man
than it does in God.

United in prayer,
Nicole Bour geois

Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Ac tiv i ties 
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria,

Lac-Etchemin
(Sep tem ber, Oc to ber, No vem ber and De cem ber 2005)

1. Sat ur day and Sunday, Sept. 10 and 11 (Spe cial pro gram)
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross

SAT UR DAY, SEP TEM BER 10
9:30 a.m.: Cer e mony fol lowed by a sol emn Mass
12:00 p.m.: Lunch and ad o ra tion
1:45 p.m.: Cer e mony (con tin u a tion)
SUNDAY, SEP TEM BER 11
9:30 a.m.: Rep e ti tion of Sat ur day’s cer e mony with

dif fer ent con fer ences
Tak ing of the habit (Com mu nity of the
Sons of Mary)
Sol emn Mass

12:00 p.m.: Lunch and ad o ra tion
1:45 p.m: Cer e mony (con tin u a tion)

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, Sept. 17 and 18 (Spe cial pro gram)
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(with the pres ence of pil grims from France)
SAT UR DAY, SEP TEM BER 17
9:30 a.m.: Cer e mony fol lowed by a sol emn Mass
12:00 p.m.: Lunch and ad o ra tion
1:45 p.m.: Cer e mony (con tin u a tion)
SUNDAY, SEP TEM BER 18
9:30 a.m.: Rep e ti tion of Sat ur day’s cer e mony with

dif fer ent con fer ences
Sol emn Mass

12:00 p.m.: Lunch and ad o ra tion
1:45 p.m: Cer e mony (con tin u a tion)

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 15 and 16
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: The prayer of the ro -
sary at the cen ter of our lives

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 29 and 30
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: Mis sion ary af ter
Christ

5. Sat ur day and Sunday, No vem ber 12 and 13
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: The suf fer ing Church
and the souls in pur ga tory

6. Sat ur day and Sunday, No vem ber 26 and 27
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Saint Catherine La bouré
and the Mi rac u lous Medal

7. Sat ur day and Sunday, De cem ber 10 and 11
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Im mac u late Con cep -
tion - Mary, full of grace
Sunday, De cem ber 11 - Christ mas con cert by the Choir
of the Im mac u late at 2:00 p.m., un der the di rec tion of
Fa ther Hervé Lemay

On the or di nary days of prayer, the pro gram be gins at 9:30
a.m. On Sat ur days, it be gins with a Mar ian Hour fol lowed
by a sol emn Mass, lunch and time for ad o ra tion, and the
Eucharistic Hour in the af ter noon. On Sun days, the pro -
gram be gins with a sol emn Mass, fol lowed by the Mar ian
Hour, lunch and ad o ra tion, and the Eucharistic Hour in the 
af ter noon. There is a sec ond Sunday Mass at 2:30 p.m.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

What a Unity of Thought!
The last is sue of the pa per Le Royaume was ab so lutely won -

der ful, like all the oth ers be sides! They shed a daz zling light for
any one who re ally wishes to see. Thank you for ev ery thing that
has per mit ted our eyes to see and our ears to hear what many
oth ers would have liked to have seen and heard.

This pa per brings us so much joy, con so la tion and peace. I
won der what heaven will be like..., given that the ma te rial we
read in the pa per is so rich in spir i tu al ity that it lifts us up to the
sev enth heaven! How mag nif i cent it is to see the True Spirit at
work among all the lov ers of Mary. What a unity of thought, faith, 
love and ex pres sion, all of which is so en light ened, in each of the
pages of the pa per Le Royaume!

I con grat u late all the par tic i pants in this apostolate that is so
very fruit ful and I wish all of them a long life.

Pau line T.-Avon


