
The Sum mer Camps in 2005 at Lac-Etchemin
The Girls’ Camps

The sum mer camps for young
girls are di rected by our Daugh ters of 
Mary Sis ters, with Sis ter Ga bri elle
Carbon neau be ing its guid ing light.
These camps have been held at Lac-
Etchemin for seven years, thanks to
the vol un teer help of lay peo ple.
Last ing a week, they bring to gether
young girls in two groups – 12-13
years of age and 14-18 years of age.
As was the case in past years, Fa -
ther Hervé Lemay, our con tem po -
rary “Don Bos co” was re spon si ble
for the spir i tual di rec tion of the
camps.

The pur pose of these week-long
stays is to fos ter, in the peace of na -
ture and a spir i tual en vi ron ment, fra -
ter nal ex changes be tween young
peo ple dis persed through out the

prov ince of Que bec and even be yond it. Again this year, through the
prac ti cal, in struc tive and en ter tain ing for ma tion pre sented, the ex pe -
ri ence proved to be cap ti vat ing and en rich ing.

In the last two years, the young girls were ac com mo dated for the
night in a few homes, spend ing the day par tic i pat ing in the ac tiv i ties
or ga nized at Mr. and Mrs. Ray mond Gingras’ who so very gra ciously
and gen er ously put their large house, so very wel com ing, at the dis -
posal of the girls. Dur ing each camp, the lower level was trans formed
into a cha pel, the din ing room into a re fec tory for close to thirty peo ple
and a few rooms into work shop ar eas.

Af ter Mass in the morn ing, a va ri ety of ac tiv i ties oc cu pied the days:
cate che tics, a choir group, an in tro duc tion to cook ing, work shops in
or ni thol ogy (the study of birds) or sew ing, plays, or talks on dif fer ent
top ics of in ter est to young peo ple.

Speak ers en riched the knowl edge of these young girls by pro vid -
ing an ini ti a tion in dif fer ent ar eas, de pend ing on cir cum stances.
There were also lei sure ac tiv i ties such as games, crafts, day ex cur -
sions along na ture trails and some times a “show night” where the film
pre sented this year en ti tled “Les choristes” [“the cho ris ters”] was a
won der ful les son on ed u ca tional psy chol ogy.

Ev ery eve ning, this lit tle “fam ily” gath ered to gether to pray the ro -
sary, ei ther about a bon fire or dur ing a can dle light pro ces sion if the
weather co op er ated, giv ing each one an op por tu nity for a greater in ti -
macy with God. Of course, dur ing the day, there were also other spir i -
tual breaks, such as, oc ca sion ally, short pe ri ods of ad o ra tion at Spiri-
Maria. Mix ing rec re ation with apostolate, the camps closed with an
eve ning pro gram put to gether by the young peo ple and pre sented to a 
pub lic that had met for the oc ca sion at the lower level of Virgo-Fi de lis.
That is where the young girls, un der the guid ance of adults, pre sented
the “fruit” of their camps.
A PLAY

The theme of the camps be ing The Eu cha rist, Bread of Life, the
youn ger group pre sented a play re count ing the life of Saint Tarcisius,
an apos tle of the Eu cha rist. Songs and skits com pleted the pro gram.
A PA RADE OF EL E GANCE

At the end of the sec ond camp, the nine teen young girls, full of en -
ergy, pre sented a first at the rec re ational eve ning of Au gust 12: a pa -
rade of el e gance. Fif teen out fits for eve ning or dress wear, home-
sewn or store-bought, were pre sented by these young la dies. The
em pha sis was on mod esty, sim plic ity and dig nity in the wear ing of a
dress or a skirt with a blouse or sweater. A well-dressed young lady al -
ways com mands re spect.
A CON CERT

The ac tiv i ties of the “choir group” gave these young la dies a
chance to pres ent a few well-cho sen se lec tions: songs from La
Bonne Chan son (folk lore) by Fa ther Gad bois; the Two Hearts by Fa -
ther Bruno Ruel; The Night by Rameau and Strauss’ Blue Dan ube.

We must men tion the gen er ous, vol un teer and “mu si cal” par tic i pa -
tion of some young adults: Danielle and Lucie Beau chemin, as well as
Andrée-Anne Caron who con trib uted to the suc cess of the camps.
We can not for get, ei ther, the la dies who worked in the kitchen and all
the men and women who fa cil i tated the or ga ni za tion of the camps.

As is the case each year, it was with joy but not with out emo tion that 
the young peo ple re turned home, prom is ing to meet each other at
Spiri-Maria over the course of the year, while wait ing to see each other 
again at the next camp. Sis ter Chantal Buyse, O.FF.M.

1st group - Adolescents

2nd group - Young ladies

The Boys’ Camps
Dur ing the sum mer of 2005, the

Sons of Mary at Marienthal were
home, for the eighth con sec u tive
year, to the camps for young boys or -
ga nized within the con text of the ac tiv -
i ties of the Work, un der the su per vi -
sion of Fa thers Hervé Lemay and
Serge Lépine. These camps set up

ac cord ing to two age 
groups (12-14 years
and 15-17 years) took
pla ce be tween July
24-30 and Au gust 7-
14 re spec tively.
Here is a brief re port
of these two events.

Twenty-two ad o -
les cents be tween the ages of 12 and 14 par tic i pated in the first camp,
the theme of which was The Year of the Eu cha rist, en route to the
King dom. The re spon si bil ity for the ac tiv i ties was given to Yvan
Laprise who was as sisted by Alain Têtu and a team of young peo ple
older than the camp ers.

One of the char ac ter is tics of our camps is to pro vide a di ver si fied
ex pe ri ence of work, a valu able school of life. The young boys re ceived 
an in tro duc tion to the world of elec tron ics with Fa ther Hervé Lemay,
learned the ba sics of leather work with Brother Issa-Paul
Carbonneau, and how to build kites with Brother Renaud Vallerand.
They were also as signed a few tasks re quir ing clean ing and re pair
work.

Along side these la bor-filled ac tiv i ties, they also spent their en ergy
in sport ing and rec re ational ac tiv i ties such as soc cer and other com -
pet i tive games, the climb ing of Mount Orignal, camp fires and skits.
Through out all these ac tiv i ties a spe cial em pha sis was placed on de -
vel op ing a spirit of chiv alry with its vir tues of loy alty and cour age, wis -
dom and jus tice, cour tesy, com pas sion and hu mil ity.

Dur ing the sec ond camp, a smaller group of ten young lads fol -
lowed the same theme as the WYD in Co logne: “We have come to
adore Him”. This time, Brother Da vid Lo ran ge was re spon si ble for the
or ga ni za tion of the camp with the won der ful co op er a tion of a team of
adult coun sel lors: Jean Hamel, Mi chel Beau chemin, Rich ard
Latulippe, Pi erre Lorange, Ray mond Michaud, Mathieu Mal lette and
Fa ther Michel Dufour. To gether they par tic i pated in dif fer ent jobs: the
pick ing up of branches and logs, the spread ing and pack ing of
crushed rock along the foot paths be hind the Eucha ristic and Mar ian
Cen ter Spiri-Maria, straight en ing the frame work of an old sugar
shack, the re pair ing of bi cy cles to be given, through an or gan ism, to
peo ple in a third-world coun try.

On the cul tural level, the young peo ple had the chance to lis ten to a
pro fes sional phys i cist, Marc Roy, who is work ing for a com pany that
col lab o rated in a pro ject to send ro bots to the planet Mars.

An ex cur sion through the woods was also on the agenda, un der
the lead er ship of Alain Têtu, a ca reer sol dier, who gen er ously ac -
cepted to par tic i pate in this ex pe di tion. The cel e bra tion of Mass at the
top of Mount Orignal crowned this day of walk ing, a day when the val -
ues of as cet i cism and per se ver ance were of par tic u lar im por tance.

Among the gen er ous lay vol un teers who saw to the proper func -
tion ing of the camps, there was the team, es sen tially fem i nine, of
those who pre pared the meals dur ing these in tense ac tiv ity-filled
days. Among the hard-work ing cooks, many were the wives of the
coun sel lors men tioned above.

Dur ing these two camps marked by the pres ence of re li gious, it
goes with out say ing that prayer and the sac ra ments (in clud ing daily
Mass and the ro sary) served to ir ri gate these days like blood run ning
through the body’s veins. We should men tion the night of Eucharistic
ad o ra tion dur ing which each young per son had to keep watch be fore
the Blessed Sac ra ment ex posed in an out door cha pel un der the star-
lit sky. There was some thing new this year: the camp ers in the sec ond
camp be came pil grims for a day as they par tic i pated in part of one of
the pil grim ages “Fol low ing along the foot steps of ‘Life of Love’ ” that
took place at dif fer ent in ter vals dur ing the sum mer.

With sen ti ments of grat i tude to Prov i dence that looks af ter all
things, we wish to of fer our con grat u la tions to each and ev ery one of
the par tic i pants, teen ag ers and adults, who made of these camps,
once again this year, a won der ful suc cess both on the hu man and
spir i tual lev els.

Brother Da vid Lorange, O.FF.M.

1st group - Adolescents

2nd group - Young lads


