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This year on the
oc ca sion of the feast
of the Tri umph of the 
Cross, the Eucharistic 
and Mar ian Cen ter
Spiri-Maria or ga niz ed 
four days of prayer
and fra ter nal ex -
change in stead of the
usual Triduum and,
since these days were
tak ing place dur ing
the Year of the Eu -
cha rist, they pro vided 
an op por tu nity to
commemorate the
Last Sup per.

The pro gram for
those days of prayer
un folded be fore our
eyes like a huge
stained-glass win dow 
that was be ing fab ri cated a lit tle more each day
by means of in tensely spir i tual ma te rial, the col -
ors and re flec tions of which were all more beau -
ti ful one than the other. Very much a part of this 
large win dow was “the Mass, the Sac ri fice of
the Cross, the Mys tery of Love. That is where,”
one speaker told us, “we find the most pure up -
surges of love be cause they are cen tered on God 
and far from seek ing to ex pe ri ence emo tions. A
Mass well lived mul ti plies the re flec tions of the
di vine, divinizes us by pre serv ing us in a state
of grace, open ing us to the light and bring ing us 
to the dis cov ery of a new world which al ways

leaves us mar vel ing. Only the Spirit can help us 
en ter into the Mys tery of Love that em braces us
and opens our heart to the In fi nite.”

The great stained-glass win dow of the love
and light of God the Fa ther also makes us con -
tem plate the “Glo ri ous Cross”. Is it not, in fact,
one of the most strik ing as pects of the love of
God for each one of us? In one of the many
med i ta tions for these days of prayer, we were
re minded that“it was there, at the foot of the
Cross, our only hope, that the Army of Mary
was born.”  
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Sep tem ber 18, 2005 - Al tar of the Blessed Sacrament at Spiri-Maria


