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On read ing Fa ther Denis Laprise’s let -
ter to the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, in Le
Royaume, no. 175, page 21 of the Eng lish
edi tion, I felt a lump in my throat as I
thought of what hap pened in Man i toba on
the oc ca sion of our daugh ter’s wed ding
Oc to ber 22, 2005. Here are some of the
facts.

On Wednes day, Oc to ber 19, there was
the re hearsal in or der that the wed ding
cer e mony might run smoothly, in Saint
Boniface Ca the dral with the ca the dral par -
ish priest, Fa ther Bonn. At one mo ment
dur ing the re hearsal he asked who could
serve Mass. My hus band and I sug gested
one of our sons, a sug ges tion quickly ac -
cepted. Our daugh ter said to me, in a low
voice, “I want Paul to serve Mass.”

Back at the house af ter the re hearsal,
my hus band sug gested, as a mea sure of
pru dence, that he re turn to the rec tory to
ad vise Fa ther Bonin that Paul is a Brother
in the Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary. By
so do ing, he wanted to avoid a sit u a tion
that could be dif fi cult for our son in re li gion
the day of the wed ding. On learn ing that
Paul be longed to the Com mu nity of the
Sons of Mary the par ish priest let it be
known that Paul would not be al lowed to
serve Mass. My hus band tried to make
him see that his son was very Cath o lic and 
that he could be con sid ered as the brother
of the bride if not as a Son of Mary. Even
af ter con sul ta tion with Arch bishop Goulet, 
the Arch bishop of Saint Boniface, the an -
swer was still “no”. His rea son – that of the
par ish priest – was that the Sons of Mary
ad here to a doc trine for eign to the Cath o lic 
faith. They can not act as Mass serv ers,
above all not in Saint Boniface Ca the dral.
As he was leav ing the rec tory my hus band
re marked to the par ish priest that it was
for tu nate Paul’s mother had not been
pres ent, for he, the priest, would cer tainly
have seen tears in her eyes.

The day of the wed ding, the par ish
priest, on see ing me, took my hand and
said to me, “Oh Madam!” To which I re -
plied, “Let’s not speak of it, Fa ther; it’s too
pain ful.” – “Yes, I know,” he said, “but it
was not my de ci sion, it was the bishop’s
de ci sion.” What a tournabout in the space
of a year when Fa ther Denis Laprise, on a
visit to Man i toba, was able to cel e brate the 
mar riage of our son, Marc, and this was af -

ter the par ish priest had con sulted Arch -
bishop Goulet.

In the end, Marc served the wed ding
Mass and Brother Paul re mained seated
with us in the first bench. The par ish priest
knew that the en tire fam ily had been hurt
by this re fusal. He even con fided to our
son-in-law that he had not been able to
sleep dur ing the night, so much had this
sit u a tion up set him.

What is dif fi cult to un der stand is that for
some years now, in the di o ceses of Saint
Boniface and Win ni peg, a prayer for re li -
gious and priestly vo ca tions is of ten re -
cited be fore or af ter Mass. And here we
have a num ber of re li gious vo ca tions,
com ing from Man i toba fam i lies be long ing
to the Army of Mary for a long time, be ing
re jected. An other page has just been
added to the vo lu mi nous dos sier on the
Sons of Mary.

I thank Je sus and Mary for all the bless -
ings granted our fam ily. I thank them for all
the joys and sor rows ex pe ri enced for al -
most 30 years in this Work of Heaven
guided by her who speaks only of giv ing,
par don and love.

In was in 1972 that the Army of
Mary was es tab lished in Man i toba.
The seed that was sown there was to
ger mi nate, grow and ripen over the
years through the for ma tion given nu -
mer ous fam i lies there. Since then,
three vo ca tions to the priest hood and
eleven to life in re li gion, three Broth ers 
and eight Sis ters, have flour ished.

When Ma rie-Paule went to Man i -
toba to es tab lish the Army of Mary
there, in 1972, she asked of Mary that
vo ca tions would one day mul ti ply
there, in the im age of those vast prai -
ries charged with golden wheat, so
rich with a prom is ing and abun dant
har vest. But is it pos si ble that such a
re quest could be come a re al ity?
Mother Paul-Ma rie ex plains that “in
the thou sand years of the King dom
there will be an ex plo sion of vo ca tions
com ing from those gen er a tions of fam -
i lies so well pre pared for the up lift ing
and re newal of the Church.”

So it is not sur pris ing that at this
time so many vo ca tions have al ready
been given the Church through these
fam i lies that are open to the spir i tual
and mys ti cal ho ri zons that have been
re vealed to them.

May the Tri une God bless, through
Mary the Com mander in Chief of the
heav enly ar mies, those homes which
have given, and which will give, vo ca -
tions, as well as those young peo ple,
gripped by an ideal, who go se ri ously
to wards life as a cou ple, hop ing that
God will give them lit tle an gels to
cher ish.

The Di rec tors

“I Want Paul to Serve Mass”

October 22, 2005 – Nicole Marion and
Chris tian Kirouac's wed ding in the Saint 
Boniface Cathedral in Man i toba. Our
congratulations!

I ask of Mary, Lady of All Peo ples, that
at the end of our so journ on earth we may
be able to say, “We have stood firm in faith
and love de spite the tri als along the way!” I 
am con fi dent that “when all will seem lost,
the Im mac u late Heart of Mary will tri -
umph.”

Mrs. Laurette Marion

In the man ger, Mary had adorned her
Son in the lay ette of the poor. She would
have liked to have dressed Him in cer e mo -
nial garb, more wor thy of His rank, He who
was the lit tle King of Heaven come on earth
to save humanity. For, through di vine
knowl edge, she knew His gran deur and roy -
alty, but ma te rial pov erty was the des tiny of
this Holy Fam ily. She also knew by ce les tial
in tu ition that three great Kings of this earth
would soon come to visit Him and see His
state of des ti tu tion. Jo seph shared Mary’s
sad ness. And so, to en cour age her gen tle
spouse, she said to him: “We have noth ing,
but God will see to our needs!”

As day gave way to night, the lit tle fire -
flies awak ened for their noc tur nal rounds in 
all the bright ness of their starry beauty. One 

of them had heard the conversation of the
thought ful par ents whose Child lay in a
man ger. It shared this with its winged com -
pan ions. “If we were to get to gether...,” it said. 
And they set to work. Dur ing the night these 
hard work ing glow worms alit on the white
gar ment of the poor In fant Je sus and be gan
to rid them selves of their lit tle lights in or -
der to pin them on and em broi der a ra di ant
con stel la tion upon the fab ric. “We will no
lon ger shine in the eyes of the world so that
He may truly be come the Light of the na -
tions!” said the Queen of the fire flies in a
sac ri fi cial ges ture that was im me di ately im -
i tated by the oth ers.

Hardly had dawn ap peared that Mary
awoke and she mar velled when she sud -
denly saw the drab gar ment that yes ter day
cov ered the Child trans formed into a royal
robe glit ter ing with a thou sand lights.

Dur ing that time, the lit tle fire flies,
stripped of their pre cious at tire kept re peat -
ing to each other: “We are dis ap pear ing be -

fore the eyes of the world so that He may
shine more and more!” 

And the lit tle fire flies were happy to now
serve in the shad ows and in si lence, hav ing
sac ri ficed their cer e mo nial garb to be con -
tent with the la bo ri ous task of be ing a pol li -
na tion agent, toil ing in a hid den but just as
fruit ful man ner.

Jeannine Thiffault-Blanchette

Love Is Ev ery thing
Je sus' Pas sion was also Mary's Pas sion.

She was the only one who un der stood Je sus'
cry of aban don ment. The mea sure of suf fer -
ing  is that of love; the mea sure of love is
that of grace. And Mary was full of grace,
love, and suf fer ing. Love is what gives life to
all the vir tues, to all good works. Love is ev -
ery thing.                              Thérèse Audet
–With Le Royaume, we live in joy and peace. 
It gives me wings to go to the end of this
ma jor bat tle....         Florestine Cantin-Roy


