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At the re quest of the late Fa ther Philippe Roy, Mr. Earl Massecar re vised the
Eng lish trans la tion of the Army of Mary’s Man ual in 1973. Since that time, he
has not stopped col lab o rat ing in the Mar ian Work by trans lat ing into Eng lish
the re view The Army of Mary, ar ti cles for the pa per Ma rie, L’Étoile, Le
Royaume, the fif teen vol umes of Life of Love, the five vol umes of Vie d’Amour,
Appendice, bro chures and other writ ings re lated to the Work, con fer ences for
the days of prayer and for pil grim ages, etc.

At our re quest, Mr. Massecar ac cepted, last Oc to ber, to share with us his
thoughts and his ex pe ri ence of al most 33 years within the Work. The con tents
of that in ter view is re pro duced be low in the form of a tes ti mo nial.

Sis ter Chantal Buyse

prac tor who, af ter many treat ments, suc -
ceeded in get ting rid of the pain. And here I 
am to day, 91 years old, and still in good
health. 

It was a real mir a cle! The chi ro prac tor
con founded the prog no sis of the doc tors. I 
did not die at 45 as they had pre dicted and
I did not be come a bed rid den crip ple. But
all that was no doubt prov i den tial. What
kind of a priest would I have been, ly ing in
bed? They prob a bly would n’t have or -
dained me, any how.

But that’s how I saw Mercedes again,
and grad u ally, we started to go out to -
gether. Fi nally, we got mar ried, and we
had 55 years of won der ful mar riage. In
2001, she left me for a better Man...!

FIRST CON TACTS WITH THE ARMY OF MARY
Mercedes was a very pi ous per son.

She helped me to stand firm in my spir i tual
life dur ing the years we were mar ried.

Sev eral years later, in the years 1972-
1973, my wife and I went for a re treat in
Sutton, in the South ern Town ships. There
was a Sis ter there from Que bec. She was
the sec re tary of a cen ter of the Army of
Mary, and she per suaded Mercedes to
sub scribe to the re view L’Armée de Ma rie.
That was our first con tact with the Work.

Per son ally, I did n’t read the re view, but
Mercedes took an in ter est in it and, with a
few lady friends, she went to a meet ing an -
nounced in the re view, which was held at
the Montfortan Fa thers’ shrine on
Sherbrooke Street East. Af ter the meet -
ing, as she was look ing over the lit er a ture
of the Army of Mary set out on a ta ble, a
lady came up to her and asked her if she
would like to do some thing for the Army of
Mary. And my wife said, “I would, but my
health is n’t too good.” The lady an swered:
“Mine has n’t been too good ei ther...” It
was Ma rie-Paule...

So, that’s how it all be gan. My wife at -
tended the meet ings. I en cour aged her to
go ahead, for it was a Mar ian move ment,
and I was all for it, but I my self did not par -
tic i pate in it ac tively. Some times I would
drive her to the meet ings, es pe cially when
the weather was bad. 

One night, we were at No tre-Dame-
des-Anges church in Laval where I had
driven Mercedes for a meet ing. I sat in the
back. Af ter the meet ing, I joined my wife
who wanted me to meet Ma rie-Paule. As I
greeted her, I said to her in French: “You
have a very beau ti ful Move ment.” And her
re ply struck me: “It’s not my move ment, it’s 
the Blessed Vir gin’s!”

TO BE A MEM BER OF THE ARMY OF MARY IS 
TO WANT TO BE COME A SAINT

Some time af ter that, I went to a meet -
ing with my wife again. The priest cel e brat -
ing the Mass for the lo cal cen ter was a
Sulpician, Fa ther Ar thur Delorme. He
said: “The Army of Mary, it’s not preach ing
on street cor ners, it’s not go ing around
dis trib ut ing lit er a ture, it’s not run ning
around try ing to con vert peo ple. The Army 
of Mary is be com ing a saint. You be come

mem bers of the Army of Mary to be come
saints!”

Those words deeply im pressed me;
they made sense. That’s when I en tered
the Army of Mary, that I be gan to ac tively
go to meet ings with my wife and that I be -
gan read ing the lit tle re view.

TRANS LA TION IN ENG LISH
One day, Fa ther Philippe Roy came to

our place and asked me if I would ac cept
to re vise the Man ual of the Army of Mary.
“What would you charge to re vise this lit tle
book,” he asked, show ing me a lit tle blue
book let. “Charge the Blessed Vir gin for
work? Come on, Fa ther Philippe!” Of
course, I im me di ately ac cepted to re vise it.

Shortly af ter wards, some one called me 
to ask if I would con sider trans lat ing the re -
view L’Armée de Ma rie, and what I would
charge to trans late it. Again, I re plied that
there would be no ques tion of my charg ing 
and that I would be glad to do it in my spare 
hours, for I was still work ing at the time.
That was the be gin ning of a new ca reer...

De cem ber 30, 1974, was my last day at 
work and then I re tired. I im me di ately be -
gan to trans late full time. I re mem ber: it
was Jan u ary 1, 1975. We were pre par ing
to re ceive our chil dren for din ner. I went to
the kitchen to ask my wife if I could help
her with the prep a ra tions. She said to me:
“No, no, you go and do your trans la tion!”

And so, on Jan u ary 1, 1975, I be gan to
trans late full time.

THE MOVE TO QUE BEC CITY
I had al most fin ished the trans la tion of

the third year of the re view when, at the
end of Oc to ber 1976, Mercedes told me
that she had called Ma rie-Paule that very
morn ing to tell her that she felt we should
go to live in Que bec City. My wife was a
woman of or ga ni za tion; she looked af ter
the prac ti cal things. I was in agree ment,
but I told her that she had to make all the
ar range ments. For my part, I con tin ued
work ing on trans la tion.

But Mercedes had been in spired. We
did n’t know that on the morn ing of her call,
Ma rie-Paule had had an in di ca tion from
the Lord which she had just trans mit ted to
Fa ther Philippe. She had learned that the
time had come for her to have her vol umes 
re cop ied and that the Eng lish trans la tion
would be done si mul ta neously. She
thought that this would n’t be pos si ble be -
cause we would have to be liv ing in Que -
bec City.

Ev ery thing was ar ranged very rap idly
for our lease. A young girl took over our
apart ment which al lowed us to move be -
fore the end of our lease. And, at the end of 
No vem ber 1976, we were set tled in Que -
bec City, in an apart ment at the Army of
Mary Cen ter.

Ma rie-Paule then asked me if I could
stop work ing on the lit tle re view and be gin
trans lat ing Vie d’Amour. That’s how I be -
gan the first vol ume.

When a cer tain sec tion had been trans -
lated, I’d al ways give it to Fa ther Philippe
who would give the pages to Ma rie-Paule.
One day she said to him: “If Earl is work ing
for the Work, I have to see him from time to 
time, so tell him to bring the trans la tions to
me him self.” So it was that I had the joy of
see ing her ev ery so of ten, and talk ing with
her. It was just won der ful! She was so sim -
ple!

FRA TER NAL LIV ING
The fol low ing year, the Laprise fam ily

STUD IES TO BE COME A JE SUIT PRIEST
Orig i nally from the prov ince of Al berta

in West ern Can ada, it was in Re gina, Sas -
katch e wan, that I en tered the Eng lish
prov ince of the Je su its to be come a priest.
When I had com pleted my clas si cal stud -
ies (2 years) and my stud ies in phi los o phy (3 
years), I was sent to one of their col leges to
teach, un til it was time for me to con tinue
my stud ies in the ol ogy.

See ing that I was a good stu dent, my
Su pe ri ors sent me to the French prov ince
of the Je suit Or der in Mon treal where a
spe cial course was be ing given in the ol -
ogy. That’s how I came to Que bec in the
years 1939-1940. 

We stud ied in the big Col lege of The ol -
ogy at tached to the church of the Im mac u -
late Con cep tion. How ever, there was n’t
enough room in the col lege to house all
the Eng lish stu dents, so the Su pe ri ors
rented apart ments for about nine or ten of
us.

A few years ear lier, I had been di ag -
nosed with a back dis ease, an ky los ing
spondylitis, which has the ef fect of curv ing
the spine and, in time, a per son be comes
in valid. I had con sulted spe cial ists out
West and I was sent to see oth ers in Mon -
treal. But the spe cial ists here, like those in
the West, of fered me no hope of a cure or
even of be ing able to stop its prog ress. 

Now, our apart ments in Mon treal were
lo cated in a build ing in which a lady of a
cer tain age worked as a chi ro prac tor. She
had a friendly and kind as sis tant called
Mercedes. As we al ways used to go past
their back door when we were go ing to and 
from our house of stud ies, she would say
hello to us in Eng lish. One day she said to
me: “I no tice you walk with a stoop. Do you
have a prob lem?”Af ter I told her about my
case, she said, “Come and have a treat -
ment with Mrs. Germaine, the chi ro prac -
tor.” I said to her, “I don’t have the money
and I don’t think my Su pe ri ors would give
me the money.” She said, “It won’t cost
you any thing.”

So I started to go once ev ery two or
three weeks for a treat ment. How ever the
ver dict of the tra di tional med i cine had
been quite cat e gor i cal: “Look, we can’t do
any thing for you; maybe a lit tle op er a tion
to make the spine straight, but you will be
more or less in valid and... you won’t live
for a long time.” 

So, I thought about it and took an im -
por tant de ci sion: not want ing to be a bur -
den to the Or der, I asked, af ter three years
of study in Mon treal, to be dis pensed from
my vows. And that is how I left the Je su its.

TO WARDS MAR RIAGE
Shortly af ter wards, I went to this lady

for a treat ment and, upon learn ing that I
was go ing to leave the Or der and that I
was look ing for a place to live, I was given
the ad dress of a board ing place not far
from there. It was close to the build ing
where Miss Mercedes lived. That is how
we con tin ued to see each other. Then,
Mercedes brought me to an other chi ro -
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came to live at the Cen ter and then Roger
Michaud’s par ents and Mr. and Mrs.
Beauchemin. Even though each one re -
mained in his own liv ing quar ters, we
formed one big fam ily. There was no so -
cial life but a bond of spir i tual friend ship. I
can’t re mem ber ever hav ing gone to visit
some one in their apart ment or their vis it -
ing with us in our apart ment, and yet we
were friends. 

We would gather to gether down stairs
for the rec i ta tion of the ro sary and then ev -
ery one would sit and talk. Per son ally, I
did n’t stay, go ing back up to the apart ment 
im me di ately af ter the ro sary, since I was
very shy be cause my French was so poor.

But one day af ter con fes sion, Fa ther
Philippe said to me: “You know, Earl, if you 
are go ing to be shy with us, we will be shy
with you. If you don’t come down, we won’t 
feel at ease with you.”

I ex plained to him that it was be cause
of my French. He said to me: “Come
down, do your best, and don’t worry about
it.” That’s what I did, and to day, I am not as
shy... I got over that.

DE PAR TURE FROM THE ARMY OF MARY
CEN TER

In 1983, with the be gin ning of the Com -
mu nity of the Daugh ters of Mary, the fam i -
lies and lay per sons liv ing at the Army of
Mary Cen ter were asked to leave. Poor
Ma rie-Paule! She was so em bar rassed
over hav ing to ask us to leave. So Fa ther
Philippe spoke to us, ex plain ing that Ma -
rie-Paule felt so badly about this that he
would do the talk ing. He told us the place
would be used as a noviciate, and there -
fore we were be ing asked to move. But we
were lucky enough to find a suite in the
apart ment block across the street from the 
Army of Mary Cen ter. We moved, and life
went on! It was n’t hard. I think Ma rie-Paule 
suf fered more from this than we did. For
quite a few years, Raoul Auclair was my
neigh bor, a neigh bor whom I ap pre ci ated
very much.

WHAT THE ARMY OF MARY GAVE ME
Be fore get ting to know the Army of

Mary, I must say that my spir i tual life had
be come more and more dor mant, tor pid; I
should say that it had be come very me di o -
cre. Sure, I still went to Mass and con fes -
sion, but there was very lit tle en thu si asm
in my ap proach to spir i tual things.

The Army of Mary very grad u ally
changed my life. It’s mar vel ous to see how 
God works things out. The pro cess went
on very qui etly, and very deeply. As it is
said in the Gos pel: the seed falls to the
ground and ma tures, un seen, un no ticed,
and sud denly one day it flow ers.

And I can say that the best, the won der -
ful things I’m see ing in my spir i tual life
have come to me in the last four or five
years, when I’m reach ing the term. Like
Saint Au gus tine, I some times say to the
Lord: “Too late have I known Thee, Lord!
Too late have I known Thee!” Why did
these things come so late? Why did I not
un der stand them ear lier in my life? But,
that’s how the Lord wanted it.

Ah yes, the Army of Mary is some thing
won der ful. I be lieve that God sent it to
show the world how He wanted His doc -
trine ac cepted and ap plied to our daily life,
in our times. Most of us are sim ple peo ple.
Ma rie-Paule her self is a very sim ple per -
son and her life has been very sim ple, in
the sense that the things she has un der -
gone have been lived un der very sim ple
cir cum stances, things that we all live.

THE IGNATIAN FOR MA TION AND THE ARMY
OF MARY

It’s dif fi cult for me to say whether or not
the Ignatian for ma tion had an in flu ence on 
my un der stand ing of the Army of Mary. My 
stud ies were very in ter est ing, of course,
but I never re ally un der stood the spir i tual
life of Saint Ignatius – per haps be cause

the Or der was n’t my place. There fore, not
hav ing un der stood it well, I did n’t re tain
many things.

When I left the Je su its, I was a good
Cath o lic, but I was not a very spir i tual
man... All the spir i tu al ity I’ve got ten, I got in 
the Army of Mary: the sub mis sive ness,
the ac cep tance of the cross, etc. Ev ery bit
of it! I’ve just be come more and more fa -
mil iar with God ev ery year, ev ery day of
my life in the Army of Mary.

I’m happy to be old be cause I have less
prob lems with the world. The world no lon -
ger means as much. The tele vi sion, for
ex am ple, I watch it from time to time. My
re la tion ships with oth ers are all on a spir i -
tual ba sis; I’m not look ing for an af fec tion -
ate re la tion ship.

I’ve de vel oped a great de vo tion – ex -
cuse me for talk ing in this way, but I’m not
boast ing – to the blessed ro sary, es pe -
cially.

And the Eu cha rist! That’s why I was so
happy to come here to Virgo-Fi de lis. I kept 
think ing: “Where will I go so that I can have 
Mass ev ery day?” When I was in Que bec
City, I could look out my front win dow
across the street where the cha pel was
and say: “Hello, Je sus!” The Army of
Mary! I can’t for the life of me un der stand
why the bish ops can’t see that!

THE ARMY OF MARY, IT’S SIM PLIC ITY
The Cath o lic faith is very sim ple, but it’s 

also the hard est thing in the world. And
you don’t get it at school, through courses. 
You get it through the grace of God. God
gives it; you have to be sim ple and hum -
ble. If I’ve learned one thing in my years in
the Army of Mary, it’s that I’m not any thing
spe cial. I do what I can; if it’s well done, so
much the better and if it is n’t, too bad! You
do your best and you leave ev ery thing
else to the good Lord.

I read very few books on spir i tu al ity.
You find God in the very sim ple things: the
prayer of the ro sary, the ad o ra tion of the
Eu cha rist, the Mass, un der stand ing what
it is when we re ceive Com mu nion... It’s an
awe some thing to re ceive God in us! Lit tle
things like that, you don’t get those out of
books; they come by God’s grace. I think
that’s the way it is.

DIS COV ER ING GOD’S WILL
The Army of Mary has taught us that

the most im por tant thing in our life is God’s 
will, is see ing God’s will and do ing it!
There are two things Ma rie-Paule used to
tell us. Maybe they did n’t orig i nate with
her, I don’t know, but she al ways re peated
them. “All is grace!” When you stop to
thing about it, it’s a tre men dous thing;
when you ap ply it to your life, ev ery thing is
grace! Sec ondly she said: “Noth ing ever
hap pens by chance!” I’ve thought about
them so of ten in my life and ap plied them
to my life. And the Army of Mary has done
what the Gos pel wanted us to do, namely,
to live with God, in God; to walk in His
Pres ence, to walk in the pres ence of Mary
and the Lord. I would think of the peo ple in
this world  as I watched them walk pass
the Army of Mary Center. The Blessed
Sac ra ment was there, at the Cen ter, and I
thought: God is there across the street
from my place... and I would see peo ple
walk ing by... and they did n’t know... they
did n’t pay any at ten tion to Him!

The Army of Mary is the giv ing of one -
self sim ply, hum bly, with out per sonal am -
bi tions. The Army of Mary brings us
peace, not nec es sar ily free dom from suf -
fer ings, but al ways Peace.

“LIFE OF LOVE”
What does Life of Love rep re sent to

me? I have al ways seen in it a mar vel ous
ap pli ca tion of the evan gel i cal prin ci ples
and teach ings to the av er age life, to the or -
di nary, al most mo not o nous, things that
we do day af ter day. I saw how Ma rie-
Paule lived those prin ci ples in her life.

That’s the thing that im presses me.  Our
Lord lived them to be gin with, and Ma rie-
Paule lives them in our age, adapted to
our mod ern times, adapted to all the prob -
lems of to day, for ex am ple, mar riage, fi -
nan cial prob lems, re la tional prob lems.
She lived all these sit u a tions in the spirit of
the Gos pel, and how she did it, that’s how
we should do it. She is the ex am ple. Life of 
Love is like a Third Tes ta ment.

I never had any prob lem with the Lord’s 
mes sages to Ma rie-Paule. God can speak 
to whom ever  He wants, and, through out
the ages, He has al ways spo ken to His
ser vants. So why not Ma rie-Paule? I can
see it and I can un der stand the mys ti cal
part of Ma rie-Paule’s life, but she is at the
same time so sim ple and so hu man. And
gen er ally speak ing, be ing hu man and the
mys ti cal life go hand in hand.

WORK AS A TRANS LA TOR
I did not have any spe cific for ma tion as

a trans la tor. But there is no doubt that I
owe it to my for ma tion by the Je su its. 

Af ter the noviciate and our vows, we
would start our course of stud ies with two
years of clas si cal stud ies dur ing which
time we did a lot of trans la tion from Eng -
lish into Latin, from Latin into Eng lish, from 
Greek into Eng lish and from Eng lish into
Greek. When we trans lated, we had to 
con cen trate on writ ing good Eng lish, for
the Je su its are not only great preach ers
but also great writ ers. One of their strong
points is writ ing. There fore, they in sisted
upon good writ ing, and we had very good
pro fes sors. That’s where I learned to be
pre cise and clear. I must say that I also
had a cer tain knack for writ ing. Later, my
em ploy ers ap pre ci ated my com po si tion of 
com mer cial doc u ments, etc.

It will soon be 31 years that I have been
trans lat ing full-time the doc u men ta tion
from the Army of Mary: the re view, the pa -
per, the books, bro chures, etc. I have en -
joyed ev ery min ute of it! It has been  mar -
vel ous! It has be come a third ca reer! First
there was the ca reer as a re li gious, and
then as a lay per son in the world and fi -
nally as trans la tor for the Army of Mary.

And I still con tinue to day, cer tainly with
the same en thu si asm, but not with the
same en ergy. I used to trans late six or
seven hours a day ev ery day

To day, at 91 years of age, I am happy
to be able to still work three or four hours a
day. I have very good health. The last time
I went to see the doc tor, he said to me:
“You know, you’re spoiled!” That’s true!
And I thank the dear God ev ery day for it.
To work for the glory of God is a great
bless ing. I have of ten asked the Lord:
“Why me?” I al ways con sid ered it to be a
great fa vor. I’ve had a chance to be as so -
ci ated with won der ful peo ple both in Mon -
treal and in Que bec. It’s a fan tas tic broth -
er hood.

I have n’t been to a meet ing or gath er -
ing of the Army of Mary for eight years, first 
be cause of Mercedes’ ill ness and then be -
cause of cir cum stances. Since she died
on No vem ber 22, 2001, I have lived a
rather sol i tary life. But I have never felt my -
self to be apart from the Army of Mary. I’ve
al ways felt sol idly one with the mem bers
of the Army of Mary. It’s one big fam ily! Be -
sides, no one has ever been ex pelled from 
the Army of Mary.

THE HAR VEST TO COME...
I think the har vest is still ahead. Life of

Love is so mean ing ful for any body, re -
gard less of who you are. What a priv i lege
and what a bless ing to be there! And it’s in -
cred i ble to think, when you re flect on it a
bit, that it all co mes from a sin gle woman,
Ma rie-Paule, who suf fered so much for
each one of us!

Earl Massecar
(Ex cerpts from an in ter view con ducted

by Sis ter Chantal Buyse)


