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AN AR TI CLE RE CALL ING A CAT A STROPHIC EVENT THAT TOOK PLACE ON DE CEM BER 26, 2004, IN SOUTH EAST
ASIA AND WHICH IT HAD BEEN IM POS SI BLE FOR US TO PUB LISH AT THAT TIME.

The day af ter Christ mas we were all
greatly stunned by a ca lam ity that af fected 
all peo ples. An earth quake set off a tidal
wave that in un dated the shores of Asia.
Sweep ing away ev ery thing in its pas sage, 
it left only ru ins, death, the germs of ep i -
dem ics, and lam en ta tions, the mel an -
choly pic tures of which were trans mit ted
by all the com mu ni ca tions me dia of the
planet. Pope John Paul II re acted im me di -
ately.

“The feast of Christ mas has been
clouded by the sad news com ing from the
south east of Asia where there was a pow -
er ful earth quake in In do ne sia fol lowed by
a tidal wave that had di sas trous con se -
quences for the neigh bor ing coun tries, Sri
Lanka, In dia, Ban gla desh, Myanmar,
Thai land, Ma lay sia and the Mal dives.

“We pray for the vic tims of this enor -
mous trag edy, and to all those who suf fer,
we as sure them of our sol i dar ity, while
trust ing that the in ter na tional com mu nity
will or ga nize it self in or der to bring help to
the af fected pop u la tions.” 1

In ter na tional sol i dar ity was not long in
man i fest ing it self. The gen er os ity in re lief
and aid in a va ri ety of forms has been
made known by the me dia. This tragic sit -
u a tion im pels us to re flect.

We know that such sit u a tions can en -
gen der not only vary ing de grees of sol i -
dar ity, but also in dif fer ence, fa tal ism, even 
re volt against God. We know also that acts 
of love are not want ing. If it is a time of ma -
te rial ac tion, it is also a time of prayer and
in tro spec tion.

Fa ther Ray mond Joffre was the par ish
priest of a lit tle vil lage in France, bor der ing
on Pro vence. This vil lage was called
Mirmande, and some months be fore his
death Fa ther Joffre re ceived the Army of
Mary on the oc ca sion of its na tional feast
day. Now, if this lit tle vil lage had a pas tor
re nowned as an other “Don Camillo”, but
with a strong south ern French ac cent, the
mayor of the vil lage was no less known.

His name was Haroun Tazieff. An in ter -
na tion ally re nowned vol ca nol o gist and a
min is ter in the So cial ist gov ern ment of
that pe riod, he scarcely ever went to
church. Nev er the less, he had the rep u ta -
tion of be ing an hon est, straight for ward
and sin cere man. He, like wise, is no lon -
ger of this world.

His works on vol ca nos are fas ci nat ing
and rich with the ex pe ri ence he ac quired
in his spe ci al ity. A thought in one of his
works is not a lit tle as ton ish ing. Here it is:

“A spe cial ist in cer tain of these ‘ma jor
haz ards’, know ing what I am talk ing about
and to what ex tent this com mits me, I once 
again af firm that the worst ca tas tro phes
are not de struc tive earth quakes nor co los -
sal erup tions nor im mense in un da tions,
nor Bhopals,2 but per haps ge netic ma nip -

u la tions, and def i nitely pollutions, all
pollutions, be gin ning with that of the
mind.” 3

Was Haroun Tazieff aware of the full
sig nif i cance of what he said? I don’t know!

Can the pol lu tion of minds pro voke ca -
lam i ties? While those ac cus tomed to de -
ride will shrug their shoul ders, souls
turned to wards God will give hum ble at -
ten tion to that ques tion.

Blessed Anne Catherine Emmerich
saw the life of na ture as be ing closely
bound to the life of souls.4 Now, what is the 
state of life of souls at the dawn of the year
2005? In what state is the spir i tual health
of man to day who con tin ues to live and or -
ga nize him self as if God did not ex ist? At
the time of the French Rev o lu tion, Jo seph
de Maistre wrote:

“... one can, and one ought to, as sert
that, in gen eral, all phys i cal harm is a
chas tise ment, and thus all of what we call
scourges from heaven are nec es sar ily the 
con se quence of a great na tional crime or
of the ac cu mu la tion of in di vid ual crimes,
and that, con se quently, each of these
scourges could have been pre vented by,
first of all, a better life and then by
prayer.” 5

Dur ing her ap pa ri tions at La Salette,
the Blessed Vir gin con fided a se cret6 to
the seeress, Melanie, in which She fore -
told the evils that were go ing to beat down
upon hu man ity.

“At the first stroke of His light ning
sword, the moun tains and the whole of na -
ture will trem ble with ter ror, be cause the
dis or ders and the crimes of men pierce
the vault of the heav ens.” 7

“Na ture is ask ing for ven geance on
men, and it shud ders with ter ror in wait ing
for that which must come upon the earth
soiled with crimes.” 8

We well know that men have not lis -
tened and that al ready the con se quences
have been tragic. Now, there are de grees
in the of fense given God. What is and what 
will be the con se quences of the of fenses
com mit ted against the Mother of God, in a
di rect man ner or in di rectly in at tack ing the
Found ress of the Army of Mary? This lat -
ter has not ceased warn ing us.

Mother Paul-Ma rie, in 1976:
“When, in a fam ily, the mother has ex -

hausted all the means of gen tle ness and
per sua sion to make her re cal ci trant child
see rea son, it is the fa ther who must ad -
min is ter, how ever re luc tantly, a se vere
rep ri mand in or der to spare his son
greater mis for tunes.

“Mary has fore warned her chil dren,
but, in his stu pid ity and his cu pid ity, man
has pil laged ev ery where and is un ques -
tion ably rush ing to his doom. So God has
no other al ter na tive than to in ter vene be -
fore man puts an end to life on earth.

“God, so good and so pa ter nal, who,
out of love, placed our first par ents in the
Ter res trial Par a dise, is to day forced to
strike hard ened man in or der to bring him
to his senses.

“So, to the ca lam i ties that he him self, in
his ob sti nacy, has pre pared, there are
added all man ner of ep i dem ics, strange ill -
nesses, earth quakes, droughts, floods,
de stroyed crops, vol ca nic erup tions, toxic
gases or other di sas ters, the ex pla na tions
for which, given a lit tle too hast ily, would
seem to lie solely in nat u ral causes....

“Now, God is the au thor and mas ter of
cre ation. The Gos pel, through Saint Mat -
thew (10:30), goes so far as to tell us, ‘As
for you, ev ery hair of your head has been
counted’ – and that may seem an ex ag -
ger a tion to hu mans ac cus tomed to some -
times haughty rea son ing or to con clu sions 
too hast ily ar rived at and with out scarcely
any ref er ence to a su pe rior Power that
gov erns all things.

“Is not the fresh out break of earth -
quakes, of di sas ters of all sorts, bound in
with ‘THE MYS TERY OF IN IQ UITY THAT
IS CON SUM MAT ING IT SELF IN THE
ABOM I NA TION OF DES O LA TION’?...

“Will we have the au dac ity to blame
God for the evils cov er ing the earth, when
we alone are re spon si ble for them? It
seems that all hu man means have been
tried. There re mains only one so lu tion: the 
Prayer un tir ingly asked for by Mary, the
Lady of All Peo ples.” 9

Jan u ary 3, 2005
On the feast of the Holy Name of Je sus
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wake but dev -
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