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Dear Broth ers and Sis ters, 

In the En cyc li cal God is Love, by re fer -
ring to the pri macy of char ity in the life of
Chris tians and of the Church, I wanted to
re call that the priv i leged wit nesses of this
pri macy are the Saints, who made their
lives a hymn to God-Love de spite their
thou sands of dif fer ent tones. We cel e -
brate them ev ery day of the year in the lit -
urgy. 

I am think ing, for ex am ple, of those
whom we are com mem o rat ing in these
days: the Apos tle Paul with his dis ci ples
Tim o thy and Ti tus, St Angela Merici, St
Thomas Aqui nas, St John Bosco. These
saints are very dif fer ent: the first be long to
the be gin nings of the Church and were
mis sion ar ies of the first evangelization; in
the Mid dle Ages, Thomas Aqui nas is the
model of a Cath o lic theo lo gian who found
in Christ the su preme syn the sis of truth
and love; in the Re nais sance, Angela
Merici pre sented a path of ho li ness also to
those who were liv ing in a sec u lar en vi ron -
ment; in the mod ern ep och, Don Bosco,
in flamed with love for Je sus the Good
Shep herd, cared for the most un der priv i -
leged chil dren and be came their fa ther
and teacher. 

In truth, the Church’s en tire his tory is a
his tory of ho li ness, an i mated by the one
Love whose source is God. In deed, only
su per nat u ral love, like the love that flows
ever new from Christ’s heart, can ex plain
the mi rac u lous flour ish ing down the cen -
tu ries of Or ders, male and fe male re li -
gious In sti tutes and other forms of con se -
crated life. 

In the En cyc li cal, I cited among the
Saints most fa mous for their char ity John
of God, Camillus of Lellis, Vin cent de Paul, 
Lou ise de Marillac, Giuseppe Cottolengo,
Luigi Orione and Teresa of Cal cutta (cf. n.
40). 

This ar ray of men and women,
moulded by the Spirit of Christ who made
them mod els of ded i ca tion to the Gos pel,
leads us to con sider the im por tance of
con se crated life as an ex pres sion and
school of love. The Sec ond Vat i can Coun -
cil em pha sized that the im i ta tion of Christ
in chas tity, pov erty and obe di ence should
be en tirely ori ented to the achieve ment of
per fect char ity (cf. Perfectae Caritas, n. 1).
Pre cisely in or der to shed light on the im -
por tance and value of con se crated life,
the Church cel e brates this com ing 2 Feb -
ru ary, Feast of the Pre sen ta tion of the
Lord in the Tem ple, as the Day of Con se -
crated Life. In the af ter noon of that day,
just as John Paul II liked to do, I will pre -
side at Holy Mass in the Vat i can Ba sil ica,
to which the con se crated men and women 
who live in Rome are spe cially in vited. Let
us to gether thank God for the gift of con se -
crated life and pray that it may con tinue to
be an el o quent sign of his mer ci ful love in
the world. 

Let us now turn to Mary Most Holy, mir -
ror of love. With her moth erly help may
Chris tians and es pe cially con se crated
per sons walk ex pe di tiously and joy fully on 
the path of ho li ness. 

I cor dially greet the French-speak ing
pil grims pres ent for the An ge lus prayer.
Fol low ing the in vi ta tion of Christ in to day’s
Gos pel, may each one, in si lence, wel -
come the Good News, med i tate it in his
heart and draw nour ish ment from it. Thus,
the faith ful will learn to love and serve,
con form ing their lives to the Sav ior’s.

As I greet the Pol ish pil grims, I think of
the tragic ac ci dent last eve ning in
Katowice in which many peo ple died. I en -
trust them to the mercy of God, unit ing my -
self in spirit to their fam i lies and to those
who were in jured in the ac ci dent. I give to
all a most cor dial Bless ing.

I greet the Ital ian-speak ing pil grims, in
par tic u lar the Schola Can tor um “Santa
Maria Assunta” from Gerano. I then greet
with great af fec tion the chil dren of Rome’s
Cath o lic Ac tion gath ered to day in St Pe -
ter’s Square at the end of the “Month of
Peace”. With their rep re sen ta tives who
are here be side me we are about to re -
lease two doves, the sym bol of peace.
Dear chil dren! I know that you have de -
cided to “train in peace”, guided by the
great “Trainer” who is Je sus. I there fore
en trust to you mem bers of the Chil dren’s
Cath o lic Ac tion the task I pro posed to ev -
ery one in the Mes sage for 1 Jan u ary:
learn to speak and do the truth al ways,
and in this way you will be come peace -
mak ers. 

Now, free dom for these two doves....
This dove wants to stay with the Pope, as
we can see, but it will find its free dom. A
good Sunday to you all. Let us go in peace.

To day, we are cel e brat ing the World
Day for Those Af flicted by Lep rosy that
Raoul Follereau es tab lished more than 50 
years ago and that the as so ci a tions in -
spired by his hu man i tar ian work have con -
tin ued to cel e brate. I would like to ad dress
a spe cial greet ing to all who are suf fer ing
from this dis ease and I en cour age the mis -
sion ar ies, health-care work ers and vol un -
teers who are serv ing hu man ity on this
front. Lep rosy is a symp tom of an even
greater and more wide spread ill ness: mis -
ery. For this rea son, fol low ing in the foot -
steps of my Pre de ces sors, I re new the ap -
peal to the Heads of Na tions so that they
join their ef forts to over come the grave im -
bal ances that con tinue to pe nal ize a large
part of hu man ity. 

His Ho li ness Ben e dict XVI

(L’Osservatore Romano, no. 5, 31 Jan u ary 
2006, pp. 1-2, Fr. ed.)

“Lit tle El e ments of Unity While Wait ing for the Great Unity”

 On this Sunday ded i cated
to Chris tian Unity, I draw  in spi -
ra tion from what Fa ther
Maurice Péloquin writes
concerning the mys tery, “the
crown ing of Mary in heaven”.

“God crowns His Mother
amid the hymns of ju bi la tion of
the en tire heav enly court. He
through whom ev ery thing was
cre ated and rec re ated, He who 
is eter nal and was born of
Mary, crowns the Im mac u late,
the one whom the an gel
greeted as be ing “full of grace”.

“United to all the saints in
heaven, the Church ex presses 
its thanks to the Mother of God
who is also the Mother of hu -
man ity, but the Church also im -
plores her so that unity may
come to ex ist be tween all her
chil dren. May the Church,
through the Vir gin Queen, ex -
pe ri ence a re newal in the unity
of peo ples.

“O Mary, be our ref uge and
our ad vo cate, lead ing us all to
heaven.”

What a de light from heaven
was the is sue no. 176 of Le
Royaume in which Heaven's
acts of thoughtfulness are mul -
ti plied. What a spe cial unity
there is in the pages added for

the ben e fit of our souls! As we
read those pages, burn ing with 
ex haus tion or burn out and
burn ing with love, we are
enkindled with won der, a ce -
les tial sense of won der that
gives more beauty to our day-
to-day liv ing. For us who taste
ev ery lit tle bit given us by
Heaven, we be come al ways
in creas ingly aware that we are
see ing ce les tial events take
place very close to us.

The Work is sharply at -
tacked, but we have our de -
fend ers. The Mar ian vic tory is
as sured be cause on May 13,
1917, at Fatima, Mary said to
Lu cia, Francesco and Jacinta:
“In the end, my Im mac u late
Heart will tri umph.”

But that is not all; there are
also our dear
de parted mem -
bers who, like a
se quence of ro -
sa ries, bring to
mind each set
of mys ter ies.

Raoul Au -
clair pres ents
the joy ful mys -
ter ies to us,

the joy of the Work of the Lady
of All Peo ples which he dis cov -

ered through Ida Peerdeman,
and he caught a glimpse of its
ful fill ment in Que bec through
Life of Love. He had a spirit of
pov erty, leav ing be hind all his
pos ses sions and his coun try,
France, to come and set tle in
Que bec and end his life as a
Brother in the Com mu nity of
the Sons of
Mary.

The sor row -
ful mys ter ies
with Fa ther Phi -
lippe Roy: he
was sick phys i -
cally when the
Blessed Vir gin
brought him
into the Work. His great est sor -
row was Car di nal Va chon’s
de cree of May 4, 1987. He
loved souls in a spe cial way.
There were so many con ver -
sions! We are re minded of this
in a chap ter of the post hu mous 
book writ ten on his life. And
what of the very nu mer ous cat -
e chism classes he pre pared
for souls.

Fa ther Lionel Mélançon
could rep re sent the glo ri ous
mys ter ies through his knowl -
edge of Holy Scrip ture and the
lit tle book let Life of Love: I

Read, I Be -
lieved! which
de scribed well
his faith in the
Work.

Fa ther Jean-
Claude Guille -
mette lived the
mys ter ies of
light im me di -

ately af ter his death. A few
times, our Moth er saw his soul
in ad o ra tion be fore the al tar
dur ing the cel e -
brat ion of Holy
Mass. He trans -
mit ted to us his
love of the Eu -
cha rist.

That is the
“Mag ni fi cat” we
must sing to day
on this Sunday
ded i cated to
Chris tian Unity. The unity
within the Work of fers us the
con so la tion that we want to
see also ra di ate about us. Ac -
cord ing to our small ca pac ity,
we are liv ing as lit tle el e ments
of unity while wait ing for the
great Unity re sult ing from the
dogma of the Lady of All
Peoples.

Christiane Leblanc

Raoul
Auclair

Fr. Philippe
Roy

Fr. J.-Claude
Guillemette

Fr. Lionel
Mélançon


