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THE MIS SION OF POPE JOHN PAUL II THE GREAT
– Based on Mother Paul-Ma rie's Writ ings –

In her lit tle book “Liv ing
Stones”, Mother Paul-Ma rie
speaks to us of the un con di -
tional love of Pope John Paul
II, which im pelled him to be a
tire less mis sion ary. He drew
from his in tense prayer an in -
cred i ble strength which sur -
prised the great ones of this
world while it gave him a very
spe cial spir i tual fe cun dity.

THE POPE OF MARY
“The ex am ple of un con di -

tional love, the ab so lute of
love, is it not to be found in the
life of the su preme head of the
Church, Pope John Paul II?”
she tells us. “From an early
age, his life was in flu enced by
the teach ings of Saint Louis
Ma rie Grignion de Montfort
whose writ ings, no ta bly his
True De vo tion to Mary, have
been trans lated into many lan -
guages. This Pope is tire less
in spite of so many phys i cal
prob lems which be gan with
the hand that fired the shot in -
tended to kill him, in spite of the 
many ‘ex e cu tion ers’ drawn up
against the Church, the Gos -
pel and the Pa pacy. But for all
that, those ad a mant op po -
nents do not ren der the
Church im pi ous; on the con -
trary, their ac tion proves its
force for con quest, be cause
the Spirit viv i fies and pours out
ev ery where His fires of light
and love.

“Like Je sus, this Pope con -
sid ers all peo ples to be his
friends. He is the way of the
true lib erty which he strongly
pro claims through out the
world with a moral and spir i tual 
force that at tracts the mul ti -
tudes and up lifts them. He
sends hearts forth to wards
true gran deur, that of life sanc -
ti fied by grace; he de fends
moral val ues and he co mes to
the de fence of the weak con -
fronted by the stron ger. As the
great est as sem bler of men,
the Pope bears wit ness to the
hope and the thirst for an ideal
that are in all the young peo ple
and to their ex pec ta tions as
they look to the fu ture. Pope
John Paul II seems to be ac tu -
al iz ing the proph e cies of
Grignion de Montfort from
whom he bor rowed the ‘Totus
Tuus’ to the Vir gin as his
motto.

“The Pope, a mis sion ary to
the en tire world, goes ev ery -
where, the cross in hand. The
cross he bears is also re pro -
duced in his coat of arms rep -
re sent ing the Re demp tion, as
it does the Co-Re demp tion
through the let ter ‘M’ which
goes with it. Is he not the Pope
of Mary, of the Im mac u late, the 
Pope of the Co-Redemptrix,

be ing, in his turn, the John at
the foot of the Cross on the
sum mit of Cal vary which is the
Church in this time, and where, 
each day, along with the lit tle
ones at the foot of the mount,
the ob la tion of ‘All yours, Mary’
is be ing re newed?

“As for the ways of the mys -
ti cal, Pope John Paul II is quick 
to re veal, with an ex act and
pow er ful logic, the de mands of 
true love, trans mit ting them
with a sin cer ity that bursts forth 
from all his talks, which are of a 
value that tran scends opin ion
polls and po lit i cal in ter ests. His 
lib erty of ex pres sion draws its
strength from the power of the
Gos pel which is the sup port ing 
force of his spir i tual life and
doc trine. The Pope does not
de stroy; he el e vates and
trans forms the souls which
ought to be sup ported in their
spir i tual as cen sion, but in the
de vel op ment of which there is
not al ways to be found the
echo of his di rec tives which
would unite the young peo ple
with the di vine Love.

“The ef fi ca cious force of his
ac tion goes hand in hand with
his de sire to serve God who
grants the strength to re al ize
that de sire. God’s hold on a
soul is ac com plished when the 
gift of self is per fect, that is to
say, when it has given over its
will to tally to the Mas ter who is
then com pletely free in dis pos -
ing of it. This strength and this
spir i tual fe cun dity, due to in -
tense prayer, never cease to
as ton ish heads of state, who
see in this Pope from the very
Cath o lic Po land a mis sion out
of the or di nary. This Pope,
who is cog ni zant of the sense
of our his tory knows how to
bring Chris tian ity and hu man -
ity into the third mil len nium.”
(Mother Paul-Ma rie, “Liv ing
Stones”, Que bec, Éditions Co.
Dame, 2003, pp. 97-100)

THE POPE OF THE SIGNS,
WHOSE RE GARD PEN E TRATES
THE IN FI NITE

Pope John Paul II was the
Pope of the signs. He came to
pre pare the peo ples for their
en try into the ter res trial King -
dom. He is “the Pope of the
SIGNS that he is re al iz ing un -
der the guid ance of the Im -

mac u late, af ter hav ing en -
trusted his pon tif i cate to her.
[This di vine elec tion, the Pope
paid it very dearly.] Pope John
Paul II is the great est saint on
the Cross of the Co-Re demp -
tion charged with calls of dis -
tress in the com bats that are
mul ti ply ing. The clam or ing of
pride, of ha tred, and the as -
saults of evil are des tined to
dash them selves against it,
shat ter them selves upon it and 
plum met to the feet  of the Ro -
man Pon tiff who goes for ward
along mys ti cal paths with no
weak en ing, main tain ing the
en tire world in a hope fixed on
Mary, the Vic to ri ous One in
God’s bat tles. 

“More than that, the re gard
of His Ho li ness Pope John
Paul II can not be de cep tive;
the mir ror of his soul, this re -
gard pen e trates the in fi nite, for 
God is in him. It is in the of fer -
ing up of the crosses strewn
along his path, be ing a per pet -
ual mar tyr, that he trans mits to
the in hab it ants of our planet
the in fi nite of heaven, draw ing
along the mul ti tudes to wards
the peaks that are lu mi nous
but in vis i ble in this long night of 
the Apoc a lypse.” (Mother Paul-
Ma rie, “God Gets Around the Ob sta -
cles Set Up by Men”, “The King -
dom”, no. 158, No vem ber-De cem -
ber 2002, pp. 2-3)

In the No vem ber-De cem -
ber 2002 is sue of Le
Royaume, Mother Paul-Ma rie
de clared that Pope John Paul
II was divinized. “In his spir i tu -
al ized re gard it can be seen,
be yond any doubt, that this
Pope has been divinized, to
such a de gree that his words
and ac tions are di vine. If the
world had fol lowed his teach -
ing, which is that of the Mas ter,
it would al ready have set out
along the way of the ter res trial
King dom to come...” (Id., p. 11)

POPE JOHN PAUL II AND THE
ARMY OF MARY

We could ask our selves
whether Pope John Paul II un -
der stood the par tic u lar jour ney 
we have ex pe ri enced as a
Work, and our Mother re plies
to the query in the af fir ma tive.
“As for Pope John Paul II, his
at ten tion was quickly caught
by the Army of Mary. This hap -
pened at the be gin ning of his
pon tif i cate, in May 1979, when
hun dreds of our Knights were
pres ent in Saint Pe ter’s
Square at the mo ment of the
An ge lus. As ev ery one was
clad in white, the Pope no ticed
this ‘group in white’  and had
them sought af ter in the city of
Rome. As of that day, how -
ever, he was most dis creet,
sup port ing, through his
prayers, the val iant sol diers of
Mary, know ing that the Works
of Life, be cause they come
from Heaven, are re al ized in
the breath ing of the Holy Spirit. 
He un der stood it all.” (“The King -
dom”, no. 172, March-April 2005, p.
12)

In the lit tle book “Liv ing

Stones”, Mother Paul-Ma rie, in 
speak ing of the way of the
cross which the Work has had
to live through, con firms again
that the Pope un der stood well
our jour ney. “The Army of
Mary has al ways been marked 
by the cross, its sym bol. But
this Army of Mary has al ways
been up lifted by the beau ti ful
vir tue of hope, in faith in God
and His Word, and in love. 

“In fact, if the cross has
marked our path, it has never
caught us off guard, for, long in
ad vance, Heaven fore told
what this Army of Mary would
be, raised within the Church
for the Church, and which, as
we al ready knew, would be
per se cuted by the Church.
And it all came to pass!... Our
par tic u lar course has been un -
der stood by the Pope. For a
long time now, his mys ti cal
soul has un der stood the un -
fold ing of our his tory so rich in
spir i tual trea sures. [He] also
knows that we must bend our
will to the di vine will...” (Mother
Paul-Ma rie, “Liv ing Stones”, pp.
128-129)

THE POPE WHO HAS THE SPIRIT 
OF JOHN

In the ar ti cle en ti tled “On the 
Move To wards the Church of
John”, printed in is sue no. 139,
March-April 2000, of the pa per
Le Royaume, Mother Paul-
Ma rie re vealed the unique
bond link ing her, the Army of
Mary and Pope John Paul II.
He is the one who has the spirit 
of John and who will in tro duce
the Church of Pe ter into the
Church of John. 

“This ‘Third Cov e nant’, so
well pre pared over more than
twenty years by Pope John
Paul II,” Mother Paul-Ma rie
told us, “is lead ing us lit tle by
lit tle into the Church of John.
What light and what glory for
this earth this Pope John Paul
II is, he who pos sesses the
spirit of John, the Apos tle so
loved by Je sus, and who is the
con tem po rary Apos tle so
loved by Mary to whom he has
given his life: ‘Totus Tuus’ (‘All
yours’)! This motto ex presses
so well his con se cra tion to
Mary who has in flu enced his
en tire life and has made of him
a great saint among ‘the great
saints who shall come at the
end of the world...’ as was fore -
told by Saint Louis Ma rie
Grignion de Montfort (True De -
vo tion to Mary, no. 35). But in re al -
ity that will be at the end of a
world or of a time, of our time.

“On this par tic u lar Sunday,
Feb ru ary 27, 2000, as I was
writ ing this ar ti cle for Le
Royaume, I sud denly ‘grasped’
the ex act and pow er ful sig nif i -
cance of the sim ple sen tence
that ended my first ar ti cle for
the first is sue of our re view
L’Armée de Ma rie: ‘And this
Army of Mary will be rec og -
nized by this sin gle trait: its fi -
del ity to Rome and to the
Pope.’ (L’Armée de Ma rie, vol ume
I, no. 1, Sep tem ber 1971, p. 4) For
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His Ho li ness Pope John Paul II
dur ing one of his trips to South
Amer ica.
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what will soon be thirty years,
that sen tence has come back
con stantly in our writ ings and
words, but we had not un der -
stood its mys ti cal por tent
which is be ing ‘shown’ me at
this par tic u lar mo ment. May I
be par doned for writ ing what I
‘learn’: ‘John Paul, who has the 
spirit of John, and Paul-Ma rie,
who has the spirit of Mary,
have been bound to gether in
or der to lead the Church of Pe -
ter into the Church of John.’
[There fore, the link be tween
Pope John Paul II and Ma rie-
Paule is clear and unique.]

“A pow er ful emo tion
gripped me;” our Mother said,
“I was lit er ally pros trated. Ex -
pe ri enc ing my lit tle ness, I
never ex pected some thing like 
that. To con sent to re ceive
blows, yes, ‘Fiat!’; but hav ing
to ex plain the ac tion of Mary
con cern ing me, that was a re -
nun ci a tion I had to agree to
again. Tears of joy? No! Tears
of sor row? No! Tears...! Emo -
tion over whelmed me. It is a
long time since I have been
moved to tears. When, just
these past days, con cern ing
Marc Bosquart’s books, I was
again and with force re peat ing
to cer tain per sons that it is the
name of the Im mac u late that
must be writ ten ev ery where,
that it is She alone who must
fig ure in ev ery thing and that I
must be for got ten – at that very 
time, lo and be hold, I am con -
founded and re turn to my pro -
found est thought, the hope of
re turn ing into si lence or of dy -
ing be fore the Tri umph of her
Im mac u late Heart bursts forth,
for it is the Im mac u late who
has ‘dic tated’ ev ery thing to
me, ‘com manded’ me in ev ery -
thing – I am only a hum ble
hand maid!” (“The King dom”, no.
139, March-April 2000, p. 5)

“TOTUS TUUS”
As soon as the Army of

Mary was founded in 1971, its
mem bers were in vited to con -
se crate them selves to Mary.
“All for Mary” in or der to go
more quickly to Je sus. Thus
Pope John Paul II’s motto,
“Totus Tuus”. was al ready
fam iliar to us and firmly set in
our will to give of our selves to -
tally.

Still in the same ar ti cle from
is sue no. 139, Mother Paul-
Ma rie went on to say: “What a
lovely flower bed we are pre -
par ing for the King dom, thanks 
to the Mar ian for ma tion given
by Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion
de Montfort which the teach ing 
of Pope John Paul II has crys -
tal lized over the years.

“We must be ador ing souls,
mul ti ply ing the Holy Hours
which pre dis pose us to rec ol -
lec tion, to love, while at tract ing 
vo ca tions to the re li gious life,
and to mar riage, for the lay
peo ple will be re li gious in the
world. Let us re al ize that the
Im mac u late is close to each of
us, in or der to of fer to her Son
our de sires, our fer vent as pi ra -
tions, our ef forts, our joys, our
suf fer ings, our vic to ries, etc.
All that she of fers to Him is
trans formed into pearls of love, 
into a crys tal flow er ing, into a
mys ti cal gar den or into a
cenacle of beauty. Pure
dream ing? Not at all; Mary
opens to us her Heart in or der
to lead us all the more quickly
to her Re deemer Son, to her
Son, Christ the King.” (Id., p. 10)

THE NUM BER RE VEALS 
A MYS TERY

The Num ber will also set
the seal of the Lady of All Peo -
ples on Karol Wojtyla’s elec -
tion as the suc ces sor to Pe ter
the Apos tle. Mother Paul-Ma -
rie quoted a sen tence from a
book she re ceived: “ ‘For the
first time in the two con claves
of 1978, the ma jor ity of the
cardinals did not be long to the
Eu ro pean na tions: 55 Eu ro pe -
ans and 56 from out side Eu -
rope.’ [This sen tence was taken
from the book Karol Wojtyla –
L’homme du siècle by Luigi
Accattoli, p. 69.] Putt ing aside
the mat ter of na tion al ity, let us
dwell on the ‘Num bers which
mark the Har mony in the di vine 
plan, lan guage of Si lence or
the re pet i tive for mu la tion of a
mys tery.’ We know that the
num ber 55 is that of the Lady of 
All Peo ples. Now, once again,
the Im mac u late had fixed her
seal on the choice of the pope
whom she had pre pared and
placed at the head of the
Church for this time which is
re served to her. 

“In the year 1978, there
were two con claves which
gave two popes to the Church:
John Paul I, elected Au gust 26, 
1978, and John Paul II, elected 
the fol low ing Oc to ber 16, by
ninety-seven (97) votes out of
one hun dred and eleven (111). 
For the elec tion of the Pope
John Paul II, one hun dred and
eleven car di nals were pres ent: 
‘1’, ‘1’, ‘1’ (each num ber ‘1’ rep -
re sent ing a Per son of the Trin -
ity: the Fa ther, the Son and the
Holy Spirit), that is to say, the
Trin ity pres ent above 111 car -
di nals who, with out re al iz ing it,
were go ing to elect him who
would be the Pope of the Lady
of All Peo ples, hav ing the spirit
of John. Be he col ored or
white, Af ri can, Eu ro pean or
Amer i can – the Church be ing
uni ver sal –, one alone would
be elected by one hun dred and 
ten car di nals: two times fifty-

five (55) , the ex act num ber of
the Lady of All Peo ples for our
time. Si lence of God? No! The
di vine Har mony in Num bers.”
(Id., p. 12) 

THE CHURCH OF PE TER AND
THE CHURCH OF JOHN

Per haps in or der to re spond 
to a cer tain ques tion ing, our
Mother, in Sep tem ber 2005,
spec i fied that the Church of
Pe ter and the Church of John
were the same Church. “ ‘Let
us not be afraid,’ Pe ter and
John, that is the same Church.
The Church of John is the
Church that al ready lives un -
der the in flu ence of John, the
be loved Apos tle of Je sus who,
with His Mother, will in tro duce
the world into the King dom of
Love, un der the in flu ence of
the Holy Spirit, the True
Spirit.... Pe ter is there in John,
faith ful to Christ, the in stru -
ment of di vine grace, pu ri fied
to the very depths, to give back
to the Church through Mary,
thanks to the birthing of the
King dom, its beauty, its gran -
deur, its light, in a storm of love
that will mark, in GOLDEN LET -
TERS, the his tory of the world.
Have con fi dence!” (“The King -
dom”, no. 175, Sep tem ber-Oc to ber
2005, pp. 13-14)

She also ex plained the dif -
fer ence be tween the Church of 
Pe ter and the Church of John:
“The Church of John is open -
ing be fore our eyes. The
Church of Pe ter was the
Church of love at the out set,
but it was quickly trans formed
into one of the ‘let ter’ of the
Law rather than one of the
‘spirit’ of the Law. That is the
rea son we see our churches
clos ing more and more; that is
the rea son there are fewer and
fewer priests and that there is
hardly any more re li gious prac -
tice. More than that, could the
Church of Pe ter have lost the
sense of mys ti cal ways? 

“We think so be cause it has
reached the point of clos ing
the door to those who re spect -
fully fol low the  pre scrip tions of
Vat i can II, to those who walk in
pure faith to wards new ways
drawn from old ideas which
Heaven is re veal ing to us in
view of the King dom of Love. If, 
over the last thirty years, the
Church of Pe ter had put as
much zeal into fight ing against
evil as it has used in seek ing to
de stroy the Work of God that is
be ing re al ized through Mary,
Mother and Lady of All Peo -
ples, the world would al ready
have changed and the
churches would be full. The
Church of John will live in love,
of that love that enkindled the
hearts of Je sus and John, of
that love which sealed the pact
be tween Mary and John, willed 
by the Re deemer.” (Id., p. 13)

POPE JOHN PAUL II, A LIV ING
GOS PEL

Our Mother spoke of a “ce -
les tial flow” which this Pope left 
be hind him wher ever he went:
“This Pope John Paul II makes
an un for get ta ble im pres sion
upon those who meet him,
through the per cep tion of a ce -
les tial flow in his lim pid re gard,

filled with a spir i tual and mys ti -
cal depth which is the re sult of
a life marked by crosses gen -
er ously ac cepted and lived in
the to tal giv ing of self.” (“The
King dom”, no. 138, Jan u ary-Feb ru -
ary 2000, p. 20)

The many crosses he ac -
cepted, il lu mi nated his soul
and left many won ders in it.
“This mys ti cal Pope – a Pope
of light whose spirit is
enkindled – shines at the sum -
mit of the Church, at tacked be -
cause of his age and wounded
in his soul pierced by ce les tial
lights which, alone, are en light -
en ing the world be cause God
speaks to day through the one
who has the spirit of John. If
only men and women could
see..., they would see the
‘beauty’ of our con tem po rary
John, as God saw the ‘beauty’
of the young Da vid with his
crys tal-clear gaze, and they
would be filled with ad mi ra tion
and grat i tude for such a gift to
our world...” (Id., p. 20)

In this trou bled pe riod of our 
his tory, the Pope passed
among us like a sav ior. “A sav -
ior – Pope John Paul II –
passed among us. Pos sessed
of the sense of Holy Scrip ture,
his heart and soul filled with
love, and to tally given over to
his Sov er eign Queen and the
world, he never ceased sow ing 
Christ’s Word of Love and to
point out to hu man be ings the
route of splen dors. But an age
with out gran deur turned from
him so many of his sons who
then scorned him. So many of -
fences broke the heart of John
Paul II the Great. 

“This Pope of Mary was a
liv ing Gos pel for the chil dren
who, in turn, re paid him for it;
but a per turbed world was
quick to snatch it from them.
Like Christ the Savior, he saw
his life ebb away lit tle by lit tle
be fore the eyes of hu man ity....
John Paul II was love for ev ery -
one, a true love that did not
hes i tate to cor rect, but that
never con demned. He made
him self loved, pro claim ing the
eter nal val ues. He stood al -
ways up right in spite of those
who sought to nul lify him, but
who were never able to ex tin -
guish his mul ti ple charisms.
(“The King dom, no. 172, March-April 
2005, p. 26)

“[John Paul II] was an ‘al ter
Christus’, an other Christ who
passed on earth... Through his
trav els and his words of Life he
drew souls to him, com mu ni -
cat ing to them the fire of his
love. That fire which he lit
spread so widely that, af ter his
death, Rome was sud denly in -
un dated by a tidal wave of hu -
mans, caus ing a ‘tsu nami’ of
PEACE and LOVE: all the peo -
ples frat er nized in calm ness,
bring ing back, in the glim mer -
ing of a dawn in which a new
day is be ing born, a surge of
the Pope’s ar dent love for hu -
man ity.” (Id., p. 12)

JOHN PAUL II AND MARY’S 
TRI UMPH

“Pope John Paul II came to
pre pare Mary’s tri umph.” That
is the su per nat u ral light which
our Mother re ceived in a grace

Sep tem ber 19, 1996, Saint-
Laurent-sur-Sèvre, France –
His Ho li ness Pope John-Paul II 
in prayer be fore Saint Louis
Ma rie Grignion de Montfort's
tomb.
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which of fered a glimpse of an
open ing for the Work. “Mon -
day, April 4, 2005 – On the day
of the feast of Our Lady of the
An nun ci a tion, when we re -
ceived the let ters of the Pon tif i -
cal Com mis sioner and Car di -
nal Ouellet, I ‘heard’ the fol low -
ing dur ing morn ing Mass:
‘Pope John Paul II came to
pre pare Mary’s tri umph.’  And
at the same time, I ‘saw’ the
earth en vel oped in a daz zling
light; it is the open ing for
Mary’s Work. Three im por tant
points are ham mered into my
mind: – ‘Pope John Paul II
came to pre pare Mary’s tri -
umph.’ – ‘The Im mac u late re -
turns to tri umph.’ – ‘Christ will
re turn to reign.’ ” (Id., p. 25)

This di vine light re ceived by
Mother Paul-Marie must be a
con so la tion for us in the dif fer -
ent crosses we bear per son -
ally or as a re sult of the Church
clos ing itself to the Com mu nity 
and the Work. In her let ter in
Sep tem ber en ti tled “Love, Al -
ways Love”, Ma rie-Paule re -
minded the Knights of Mary of
their re spon si bil ity to pass on

the riches they have re ceived
in the Work, as sur ing them
that the Holy Spirit would be
there to help them. 

“Thanks to the Holy Spirit,
the Gos pel will blos som once
more; tongues of fire will
enflame you, trans form you by
breath ing into you the in vis i ble
Love reign ing in the heav ens.
May you, dear Knights of
Mary, af ter so many years of
for ma tion, be ready to wel -
come these tongues of fire
which will pu rify the Church
and give it back its beauty. We
are the sons and daugh ters of
the same Fa ther, of the same
Mother unit ing us in the same
Love. Now it is up to us to
trans mit what we have re -
ceived. Let us not be afraid!
Have con fi dence! Let us cel e -
brate love, peace and joy, for
Mary and the Holy Spirit are
with us.” (Mother Paul-Ma rie, let ter 
of Sep tem ber 2005)

In his mar tyr dom, the Pope
one day re ceived a very spe -
cial grace: “Two years ago a
priest was as sist ing at Mass in
the Holy Fa ther’s pri vate cha -

pel. Of a sud -
den, the Pope 
be came im -
mo bile and re -
mained thus
for about ten
min utes. Only 
his lips moved. 
At the end of
the of fice,
those who had
been pres ent
there ques -
tioned John
Paul II, and
this lat ter de -
clared quite sim ply: ‘Through a 
dis po si tion of di vine Prov i -
dence, it was given me to con -
tem plate the Church of the fu -
ture...’ A long si lence fol -
lowed... The Holy Fa ther was
ra di ant with hap pi ness and
joy...” (Le Sourire de Ma rie, no.
309, Oc to ber 2003, p. 4)

Pope John Paul II’s pon tif i -
cate was lu mi nous. Af ter hav -
ing received His Em i nence
Car di nal Ouellet’s let ter of
April 4, 2005, Ma rie-Paule
said: “Mary came to get the
Pope just be fore an abom i na -

ble er ror was com mit ted on the 
part of the Que bec epis co pate
that has once again struck the
Work God has given, through
Mary, to the Church and to the
world of our time to save it.
Thank you, Mother Im mac u -
late, for thus there will not be a
black stain on the lu mi nous
pon tif i cate of the holy Pope
John Paul II the Great.” (“The
King dom”, no. 172, March-April
2005, p. 12) From his heav enly
home land, may he intercede
for us. Amen.

Fa ther Luc Beaudette

There is a re al ity that is very dif fi cult to
un der stand and just as ar du ous to pro -
claim, and it is the reality of suf fer ing.

Al ready in the Old Tes ta ment, the sa -
cred au thor pres ents Job to us as the
sym bol of hu man ity that is op pressed
and an guished be cause of the ac cu mu -
la tion of phys i cal and moral ills.

Re ally the great scan dal in the world,
the rea son many re fuse re li gion, is suf -
fer ing, and more par tic u larly the suf fer -
ing of in no cent vic tims. “How can God
who is a Fa ther al low man to suf fer?”
many ask.

How ever,  the an swer to that ques tion
can never be sim ply in tel lec tual, or come
solely through rea son ing, for a com pre -
hen sion of it lies at an other level. The an -
swer is to be found in faith, and even
more than that, the an swer is to be found
only and solely in Je sus!

Only the rev e la tion of Christ, the Cru ci fied One who shares in
our suf fer ing, can give true mean ing to that ques tion. To the
prayer of the af flicted and op pressed man, God replies in a much
greater man ner than he could ever have de sired: He sends him
Je sus Christ, His only Son. This Son is the true Lib er a tor from all
evil and the Re deemer from all sins.

Nev er the less, Re demp tion does not con sist in elim i nat ing
suf fer ing from this world, but in trans form ing it into a means of
sal va tion, mak ing of it a source of mer its. With Je sus and through 
Je sus, suf fer ing can be come an in stru ment to in crease our hope
in the fi nal vic tory which will reach its full ness when “God will wipe 
away all tears from the eyes of His elect.”

An ex am ple might help us un der stand a lit tle how God, who
loves us with the ten der ness of a Fa ther, can per mit suf fer ing.

“Lord, ex plain suf fer ing to me,” a woman said in her prayer.
And here is how the Lord re plied to her en treaty:

“Our young son,” she said, “was in the hos pi tal, his hands and
feet tied to his hos pi tal bed, to pre vent him from pull ing out the
trans fu sion tube that would save his life.

“As soon as he saw us, his eyes lit up with hope. ‘Mom and dad 
are here, they will free me.’

“On the con trary, we stayed with him for an hour, an hour that
seemed end less, lis ten ing to his cries, with out re spond ing to his
prayer, with out free ing him from his bonds to hold him tightly in
our arms, be cause it was nec es sary and even in dis pens able that 
he en dure this suf fer ing. How ever, for us to act in this way was to -
tally in com pre hen si ble to him, and even cruel. And yet, who
would dare say that we did not love our child, and that we were
not suf fer ing with him?”

Thus it is that it some times seems as though God is not lis ten -
ing to us, that He is in dif fer ent to our lot. Then we doubt His love,
and per haps we blame Him, even, for the evil be fall ing us.

In fact, how is it that so much suf fer ing
still ex ists in spite of all the sci en tific prog -
ress and all the ef forts made to eradicate
it. The an swer to this ques tion which is as
old as the hills and was ex em pli fied in
Job, only God was in a po si tion to re veal it 
to us in Je sus. How ever, Je sus does not
give us an in tel lec tual an swer; He gives
us His pres ence; He does not ex plain, but 
He gets in volved.  The Son of Man did not
come to abol ish suf fer ing on this earth,
but He came to suf fer with us. He came to
give it a mean ing, a di men sion, a fulness.
Je sus did not de stroy the cross; in stead,
He lay on it, ac cept ing the death it
brought Him so that, through it, we might
have sal va tion and vic tory.

Suf fer ing is not a pen alty pro por tion -
ate to our per sonal sins, for the great est
saints suf fered more than the oth ers.
However, suf fer ing is cer tainly bound in

with sin. Af ter orig i nal sin, man be gan to suf fer and ex pe ri enced
death. All evils stem from that day when, through Adam, all of hu -
man ity sinned. Thus, evil is a sign that, one day, man sep a rated
him self from the Su preme Good in or der to sat isfy his ego ism.

Je sus came to change the mean ing of suf fer ing. He came to
re pair the rup ture in us, binding us again to the God we had for -
saken. That is why, from the time of the sac ri fice on Cal vary, suf -
fer ing can help bring us closer to God and love Him more. With
Je sus, suf fer ing be comes a means of pu ri fi ca tion and even a
means of sanc ti fi ca tion.

Hence forth, all our crosses can be come par tic i pa tion in the
mys tery of the Re demp tion. And even the suf fer ing of in no cent
vic tims is no lon ger ab surd be cause it is con fig ured to the Di vine
In no cent Cru ci fied One. It is trans fig ured into an un imag in able
spir i tual ef fec tive ness.

How ever, only faith and love al low us to en ter into this di vine
Mys tery. Over and above our rea son, there is faith which knows
and which is cer tain that God is love. And our trust in Him fills our
path with His light, no mat ter how harsh and steep it may be.

“O Mary, you who know what it means to hold in one’s arms
one’s dead child; you who know what suf fer ing is and what it
means to have one’s soul pierced by a sword of sor row, teach us
to never doubt God’s love.

“Teach us to re main with you at the foot of the cross, to re ceive 
from it the grace of Re demp tion and to be co-re deem ers with
you.

“We be seech you, most holy Mother, may the wounds of our
cru ci fied Lord be most deeply graven into our hearts.” (Cf. John
Paul II, Ap os tolic Let ter Salvifici doloris, Feb ru ary 11, 1984)

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin

May 1981, Gemelli Hos pi tal, Rome –
Pope Jean Paul II re cu per at ing slowly
from the at tempt on his life dur ing the
Gen eral Au di ence of May 13 in St. Pe ter’s
Square.

His Ho li ness Pope John-Paul II


