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which of fered a glimpse of an
open ing for the Work. “Mon -
day, April 4, 2005 – On the day
of the feast of Our Lady of the
An nun ci a tion, when we re -
ceived the let ters of the Pon tif i -
cal Com mis sioner and Car di -
nal Ouellet, I ‘heard’ the fol low -
ing dur ing morn ing Mass:
‘Pope John Paul II came to
pre pare Mary’s tri umph.’  And
at the same time, I ‘saw’ the
earth en vel oped in a daz zling
light; it is the open ing for
Mary’s Work. Three im por tant
points are ham mered into my
mind: – ‘Pope John Paul II
came to pre pare Mary’s tri -
umph.’ – ‘The Im mac u late re -
turns to tri umph.’ – ‘Christ will
re turn to reign.’ ” (Id., p. 25)

This di vine light re ceived by
Mother Paul-Marie must be a
con so la tion for us in the dif fer -
ent crosses we bear per son -
ally or as a re sult of the Church
clos ing itself to the Com mu nity 
and the Work. In her let ter in
Sep tem ber en ti tled “Love, Al -
ways Love”, Ma rie-Paule re -
minded the Knights of Mary of
their re spon si bil ity to pass on

the riches they have re ceived
in the Work, as sur ing them
that the Holy Spirit would be
there to help them. 

“Thanks to the Holy Spirit,
the Gos pel will blos som once
more; tongues of fire will
enflame you, trans form you by
breath ing into you the in vis i ble
Love reign ing in the heav ens.
May you, dear Knights of
Mary, af ter so many years of
for ma tion, be ready to wel -
come these tongues of fire
which will pu rify the Church
and give it back its beauty. We
are the sons and daugh ters of
the same Fa ther, of the same
Mother unit ing us in the same
Love. Now it is up to us to
trans mit what we have re -
ceived. Let us not be afraid!
Have con fi dence! Let us cel e -
brate love, peace and joy, for
Mary and the Holy Spirit are
with us.” (Mother Paul-Ma rie, let ter 
of Sep tem ber 2005)

In his mar tyr dom, the Pope
one day re ceived a very spe -
cial grace: “Two years ago a
priest was as sist ing at Mass in
the Holy Fa ther’s pri vate cha -

pel. Of a sud -
den, the Pope 
be came im -
mo bile and re -
mained thus
for about ten
min utes. Only 
his lips moved. 
At the end of
the of fice,
those who had
been pres ent
there ques -
tioned John
Paul II, and
this lat ter de -
clared quite sim ply: ‘Through a 
dis po si tion of di vine Prov i -
dence, it was given me to con -
tem plate the Church of the fu -
ture...’ A long si lence fol -
lowed... The Holy Fa ther was
ra di ant with hap pi ness and
joy...” (Le Sourire de Ma rie, no.
309, Oc to ber 2003, p. 4)

Pope John Paul II’s pon tif i -
cate was lu mi nous. Af ter hav -
ing received His Em i nence
Car di nal Ouellet’s let ter of
April 4, 2005, Ma rie-Paule
said: “Mary came to get the
Pope just be fore an abom i na -

ble er ror was com mit ted on the 
part of the Que bec epis co pate
that has once again struck the
Work God has given, through
Mary, to the Church and to the
world of our time to save it.
Thank you, Mother Im mac u -
late, for thus there will not be a
black stain on the lu mi nous
pon tif i cate of the holy Pope
John Paul II the Great.” (“The
King dom”, no. 172, March-April
2005, p. 12) From his heav enly
home land, may he intercede
for us. Amen.

Fa ther Luc Beaudette

There is a re al ity that is very dif fi cult to
un der stand and just as ar du ous to pro -
claim, and it is the reality of suf fer ing.

Al ready in the Old Tes ta ment, the sa -
cred au thor pres ents Job to us as the
sym bol of hu man ity that is op pressed
and an guished be cause of the ac cu mu -
la tion of phys i cal and moral ills.

Re ally the great scan dal in the world,
the rea son many re fuse re li gion, is suf -
fer ing, and more par tic u larly the suf fer -
ing of in no cent vic tims. “How can God
who is a Fa ther al low man to suf fer?”
many ask.

How ever,  the an swer to that ques tion
can never be sim ply in tel lec tual, or come
solely through rea son ing, for a com pre -
hen sion of it lies at an other level. The an -
swer is to be found in faith, and even
more than that, the an swer is to be found
only and solely in Je sus!

Only the rev e la tion of Christ, the Cru ci fied One who shares in
our suf fer ing, can give true mean ing to that ques tion. To the
prayer of the af flicted and op pressed man, God replies in a much
greater man ner than he could ever have de sired: He sends him
Je sus Christ, His only Son. This Son is the true Lib er a tor from all
evil and the Re deemer from all sins.

Nev er the less, Re demp tion does not con sist in elim i nat ing
suf fer ing from this world, but in trans form ing it into a means of
sal va tion, mak ing of it a source of mer its. With Je sus and through 
Je sus, suf fer ing can be come an in stru ment to in crease our hope
in the fi nal vic tory which will reach its full ness when “God will wipe 
away all tears from the eyes of His elect.”

An ex am ple might help us un der stand a lit tle how God, who
loves us with the ten der ness of a Fa ther, can per mit suf fer ing.

“Lord, ex plain suf fer ing to me,” a woman said in her prayer.
And here is how the Lord re plied to her en treaty:

“Our young son,” she said, “was in the hos pi tal, his hands and
feet tied to his hos pi tal bed, to pre vent him from pull ing out the
trans fu sion tube that would save his life.

“As soon as he saw us, his eyes lit up with hope. ‘Mom and dad 
are here, they will free me.’

“On the con trary, we stayed with him for an hour, an hour that
seemed end less, lis ten ing to his cries, with out re spond ing to his
prayer, with out free ing him from his bonds to hold him tightly in
our arms, be cause it was nec es sary and even in dis pens able that 
he en dure this suf fer ing. How ever, for us to act in this way was to -
tally in com pre hen si ble to him, and even cruel. And yet, who
would dare say that we did not love our child, and that we were
not suf fer ing with him?”

Thus it is that it some times seems as though God is not lis ten -
ing to us, that He is in dif fer ent to our lot. Then we doubt His love,
and per haps we blame Him, even, for the evil be fall ing us.

In fact, how is it that so much suf fer ing
still ex ists in spite of all the sci en tific prog -
ress and all the ef forts made to eradicate
it. The an swer to this ques tion which is as
old as the hills and was ex em pli fied in
Job, only God was in a po si tion to re veal it 
to us in Je sus. How ever, Je sus does not
give us an in tel lec tual an swer; He gives
us His pres ence; He does not ex plain, but 
He gets in volved.  The Son of Man did not
come to abol ish suf fer ing on this earth,
but He came to suf fer with us. He came to
give it a mean ing, a di men sion, a fulness.
Je sus did not de stroy the cross; in stead,
He lay on it, ac cept ing the death it
brought Him so that, through it, we might
have sal va tion and vic tory.

Suf fer ing is not a pen alty pro por tion -
ate to our per sonal sins, for the great est
saints suf fered more than the oth ers.
However, suf fer ing is cer tainly bound in

with sin. Af ter orig i nal sin, man be gan to suf fer and ex pe ri enced
death. All evils stem from that day when, through Adam, all of hu -
man ity sinned. Thus, evil is a sign that, one day, man sep a rated
him self from the Su preme Good in or der to sat isfy his ego ism.

Je sus came to change the mean ing of suf fer ing. He came to
re pair the rup ture in us, binding us again to the God we had for -
saken. That is why, from the time of the sac ri fice on Cal vary, suf -
fer ing can help bring us closer to God and love Him more. With
Je sus, suf fer ing be comes a means of pu ri fi ca tion and even a
means of sanc ti fi ca tion.

Hence forth, all our crosses can be come par tic i pa tion in the
mys tery of the Re demp tion. And even the suf fer ing of in no cent
vic tims is no lon ger ab surd be cause it is con fig ured to the Di vine
In no cent Cru ci fied One. It is trans fig ured into an un imag in able
spir i tual ef fec tive ness.

How ever, only faith and love al low us to en ter into this di vine
Mys tery. Over and above our rea son, there is faith which knows
and which is cer tain that God is love. And our trust in Him fills our
path with His light, no mat ter how harsh and steep it may be.

“O Mary, you who know what it means to hold in one’s arms
one’s dead child; you who know what suf fer ing is and what it
means to have one’s soul pierced by a sword of sor row, teach us
to never doubt God’s love.

“Teach us to re main with you at the foot of the cross, to re ceive 
from it the grace of Re demp tion and to be co-re deem ers with
you.

“We be seech you, most holy Mother, may the wounds of our
cru ci fied Lord be most deeply graven into our hearts.” (Cf. John
Paul II, Ap os tolic Let ter Salvifici doloris, Feb ru ary 11, 1984)

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin

May 1981, Gemelli Hos pi tal, Rome –
Pope Jean Paul II re cu per at ing slowly
from the at tempt on his life dur ing the
Gen eral Au di ence of May 13 in St. Pe ter’s
Square.

His Ho li ness Pope John-Paul II


