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At the end of the Week of Prayer for
Chris tian Unity, that is to say, on Jan u -
ary 25, 2006, in the Di o cese of Rome,
Pope Ben e dict XVI made pub lic his first
en cyc li cal en ti tled God is Love.

Speak ing to the par tic i pants of a con -
fer ence pro moted by the Pon tif i cal
Coun cil Cor Unum two days ear lier, he
ex plained, in these words, why he was
pro pos ing this text to the Cath o lics of the 
world :

“To day the word ‘love’ is so tar nished, 
so spoiled and so abused, that one is al -
most afraid to pro nounce it ... And yet, it
is a pri mor dial word, ex pres sion of the
pri mor dial re al ity.... We must take it up
again... so that it might il lu mi nate our
life... This aware ness led me to choose
love as the theme of my first en cyc li cal.”
(Zenit, Eng. ed., Jan u ary 23, 2006)

THE CHURCH OF JOHN

It is cer tainly a sign of the times that
this first en cyc li cal of Pe ter’s suc ces sor
brings us back to the Church of John.
The Apos tle of Love is abun dantly
quoted by Pope Ben e dict XVI, from the
very be gin ning of the doc u ment,
whence its ti tle: 

“ ‘God is love, and he who abides in
love abides in God and God in him’ (1 Jn

4:16).  These words from the First Let ter
of John ex press with re mark able clar ity
the heart of the Chris tian faith: the Chris -
tian im age of God and the re sult ing im -
age of man kind and its des tiny.” (no. 1)

There are more than thirty ref er ences 
to St. John’s writ ings in this en cyc li cal
(much more than the to tal of ref er ences
to the three other Gos pels), and the be -
loved dis ci ple is named a dozen times
by the Pope. The one who is quoted
most af ter St. John is the Apos tle Paul.

CHRIST’S PIERCED SIDE MAKES US
UN DER STAND WHAT LOVE IS

The first part of the En cyc li cal pres -
ents the dif fer ent mean ings of the word
“love” as it is used in Holy Scrip ture and
the Church’s Tra di tion, as well as “in the
dif fer ent cul tures and in pres ent-day us -
age”. Fi nally, Pope Ben e dict XVI ex -
plains how this word is to be de fined for
the Chris tian: 

“When Je sus speaks in his par a bles
of the shep herd who goes af ter the lost
sheep, of the woman who looks for the
lost coin, of the fa ther who goes to meet
and em brace his prod i gal son, these are 
not mere words: they con sti tute an ex -
pla na tion of his very be ing and ac tiv ity.
His death on the Cross is the cul mi na -
tion of that turn ing of God against him -
self in which he gives him self in or der to
raise man up and save him. This is love
in its most rad i cal form. By con tem plat -
ing the pierced side of Christ [men tioned 
by John] (cf. 19:37), we can un der stand
the start ing-point of this En cyc li cal Let -
ter: ‘God is love’ (1 Jn 4:8). It is there that
this truth can be con tem plated. It is from
there that our def i ni tion of love must be -
gin. In this con tem pla tion the Chris tian
dis cov ers the path along which his life
and love must move.” (no. 12)

THE EU CHA RIST, THE SAC RA MENT OF 
UNITY

The Pope goes on to say that the Eu -

cha rist “draws us into Je sus’ act of self-
ob la tion..., but now it be comes un ion
with God..., shar ing in his body and
blood.... This sac ra men tal ‘mys ti cism’ is
so cial in char ac ter... Un ion with Christ is
also un ion with all those to whom he
gives him self.... Com mu nion draws me
out of my self to wards him, and thus also
to wards unity with all Chris tians....  Love
of God and love of neigh bour are now
truly united: God in car nate draws us all
to him self.” That is why “a Eu cha rist
which does not pass over into the con -
crete prac tice of love is in trin si cally frag -
mented.” (nos. 13-14)

And the Pope quoted John the Apos -
tle: “ ‘If any one says “I love God,” and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has
seen, can not love God  whom he has not 
seem’ (1 Jn 4:20).” The love of God and
the love of neigh bour are so closely con -
nected “that to say that we love God be -
comes a lie if we are closed to our neigh -
bour or hate him al to gether. Saint
John’s  words should rather be in ter -
preted to mean that love of neigh bour is
a path that leads to the en coun ter with
God, and that clos ing our eyes to our
neigh bour also blinds us to God.” (no. 16) 

It is “God who has loved us first....
Love is ‘di vine’ be cause it co mes from
God and unites us to God; through this
uni fy ing pro cess it makes us a ‘we’
which tran scends our di vi sions and
makes us one, un til in the end God is ‘all
in all’ (1 Cor 15:28).” (no. 18)

A “COM MU NITY OF LOVE”

The sec ond part of the en cyc li cal is
en ti tled “The Prac tice of Love by the
Church as a ‘Com mu nity of Love’ ”. 

Af ter hav ing re called “the prom ise of
‘rivers of liv ing wa ter’ that would flow out
of the hearts of be liev ers, through the
out pour ing of the Spirit (cf. Jn 7:38-39),” the 
Pope states that “the Spirit is also the
en ergy which trans forms the heart of the 
ecclesial com mu nity, so that it be comes
a wit ness be fore the world to the love of
the Fa ther, who wishes to make hu man -
ity a sin gle fam ily in his Son.” (no. 19) –
Here we find the fun da men tal mes sage
of the Lady of All Peo ples.

The Pope con tin ues on with this
theme: “As a com mu nity, the Church
must prac tise love” (no. 20), which it does
through the ad min is tra tion of the sac ra -
ments, the proc la ma tion of the Gos pel
and the ex er cise of char ity (cf. no. 22).

CHURCH AND STATE, JUS TICE AND
CHAR ITY

Af ter hav ing re called the Church’s
so cial doc trine, Pope Ben e dict XVI pre -
sents what dis tin guishes the re spon si -
bil i ties of the Church from those of the
State:

“The just or der ing of so ci ety and the
State is a cen tral re spon si bil ity of pol i -
tics. As Au gus tine once said, a State
which is not gov erned ac cord ing to jus -
tice would be just a bunch of thieves...
Jus tice is both the aim and the in trin sic
cri te rion of all pol i tics.”

Through its so cial doc trine, the
Church “wishes to help form con -
sciences in po lit i cal life and to stim u late

greater in sight into the au then tic re -
quire ments of jus tice... The Church is
duty-bound to of fer, through the pu ri fi ca -
tion of rea son [by faith] and through eth i -
cal for ma tion, her own spe cific con tri bu -
tion to wards un der stand ing the re quire -
ments of jus tice and achiev ing them po -
lit i cally.” (no. 28) 

“The di rect duty to work for a just or -
der ing of so ci ety... is proper to the lay
faith ful.... Char ity must an i mate the en -
tire lives of the lay faith ful and there fore
also their po lit i cal ac tiv ity, lived as ‘so -
cial char ity’.” (no. 29)

“THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE”

Pope Ben e dict XVI re called that his
“great pre de ces sor John Paul II”, hav ing 
as serted “the readi ness of the Cath o lic
Church to co op er ate with the char i ta ble
agen cies” of other ecclesial Churches
and Com mu ni ties, em pha sized in his
en cyc li cal Ut unum sint (That they may all
be one), “that the build ing of a better
world re quires Chris tians to speak with a 
united voice in work ing to in cul cate ‘re -
spect for the rights and needs of ev ery -
one, es pe cially the poor, the lowly and
the de fence less.’ ” (no. 30)

In fact “the com mand of love of neigh -
bour is in scribed by the Cre ator in man’s
very na ture.” Pope Ben e dict XVI de fines 
the pro gram of a Chris tian in this way:

“We con trib ute to a better world only
by per son ally do ing good now, with full
com mit ment and wher ever we have the
op por tu nity, in de pend ently of par ti san
strat e gies and programmes. The Chris -
tian programme – the programme of the
Good Sa mar i tan, the programme of Je -
sus – is ‘a heart which sees’. This heart
sees where love is needed and acts ac -
cord ingly.... A pure and gen er ous love is 
the best wit ness to the God in whom we
be lieve and by whom we are driven to
love.” That is how we be come “cred i ble
wit nesses to Christ”. (no. 31)

The Pope re minds us of St. Paul’s
hymn to char ity (cf. 1 Cor 13): “ ‘If I give
away all I have, and if I de liver my body
to be burned, but do not have love, I gain
noth ing’ (v. 3). This hymn must be the
Magna Carta of all ecclesial ser vice; it
sums up all the re flec tions on love which
I have of fered through out this En cyc li cal 
Let ter. Prac ti cal ac tiv ity will al ways be
in suf fi cient, un less it vis i bly ex presses a
love for man, a love nour ished by an en -
coun ter with Christ.” (no. 34)

His Ho li ness Pope Ben e dict XVI
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BE ING “AN IN STRU MENT IN THE
LORD’S HANDS”

Af ter the ex am ple of Christ who “took
the low est place in the world – the
Cross”–, “those who are in a po si tion to
help oth ers... rec og nize that [they] are
not act ing on the ba sis of any su pe ri or ity 
or greater per sonal ef fi ciency, but be -
cause the Lord has gra ciously en abled
[them] to do so.... In the end, we are only
in stru ments in the Lord’s hands.... It is
God who gov erns the world, not we. We
of fer him our ser vice only to the ex tent
that we can, and for as long as he grants
us the strength. To do all we can with
what strength we have, how ever, is the
task which keeps the good ser vant of
Je sus Christ al ways at work: ‘The love
of Christ urges us on’ (2 Cor 5:14).” (no. 35)

“TO EX PE RI ENCE LOVE”

Pope Ben e dict XVI con cludes the
sec ond part of his en cyc li cal by ex hort -
ing us “to ex pe ri ence love”: “Love is
pos si ble, and we are able to prac tise it
be cause we are cre ated in the im age of
God. To ex pe ri ence love and in this way
to cause the light of God to en ter into the
world – this is the in vi ta tion I would like
to ex tend with the pres ent En cyc li cal.”
(no. 39)

How can we not think here of the ex -
am ple of our Found ress who, at the re -
quest of Heaven, wrote her Life of Love?

In his con clu sion, the Pope men tions
sev eral saints who have been mod els of 
so cial char ity. “The saints are the true
bear ers of light within his tory, for they

are men and women of faith, hope and
love.” (no. 40)

MARY PLACES HER SELF “AT THE 
DIS POSAL OF GOD’S INI TIA TIVES”

“Out stand ing among the saints is
Mary, Mother of the Lord and mir ror of
all ho li ness.... [Through her Mag ni fi cat]
she ex presses her whole programme of
life: not set ting her self at the cen tre, but
leav ing space for God, who is en coun -
tered both in prayer and in ser vice of
neigh bour – only then does good ness
en ter the world.... She knows that she
will only con trib ute to the sal va tion of the 
world if, rather than car ry ing out her own 
pro jects, she places her self com pletely
at the dis posal of God’s ini tia tives.... Her 
thoughts are at tuned to the thoughts of
God, her will is one with the will of God.... 
Fi nally, Mary is a woman who loves.
How could it be oth er wise? As a be liever 
who in faith thinks with God’s thoughts
and wills with God’s will, she can not fail
to be a woman who loves.” (no. 41)

“The words ad dressed by the cru ci -
fied Lord to his dis ci ple – to John and
through him to all dis ci ples of Je sus:
‘Be hold your mother!’ (Jn 19:27) – are ful -
filled anew in ev ery gen er a tion. Mary
has truly be come the Mother of all be -
liev ers. Man and women of ev ery time
and place have re course to her moth -
erly kind ness and her vir ginal pu rity and
grace, in all their needs, their joys and
sor rows, their mo ments of lone li ness
and their com mon endeavours. They
con stantly ex pe ri ence the gift of her

good ness and the un fail ing love which
she pours out from the depths of her
heart....

“As a re sult of the most in ti mate un ion 
with God, [Mary’s] soul is to tally per -
vaded by him – a con di tion which en -
ables those who have drunk from the
foun tain of God’s love to be come in their 
turn a foun tain from which ‘flow rivers of
liv ing wa ter’ (Jn 7:38). Mary, Vir gin and
Mother, shows us what love is and
whence it draws its or i gin and its con -
stantly re newed power. To her we en -
trust the Church and her mis sion in the
ser vice of love.” (no. 42)

THE PRO GRAM OF A RE NEWED
CHURCH

The Holy Spirit who “breathes wher -
ever He wills” marks out the road lead -
ing to the Church of John, the Church of
Love. The themes dealt with by Pope
Ben e dict XVI in his first en cyc li cal lay
out the pro gram for a re newed Church
in which jus tice and char ity will be fully
lived in obe di ence to God and His Laws.
A mys ti cal Church, at ten tive to God’s
voice who al ways speaks to us through
the men and women He places at the
head of the Com mu nity of Love which,
one day, will be come the great fam ily of
peo ples. 

“It is God who gov erns the world, not
we,” said Pope Ben e dict XVI. May we
al ways be doc ile in stru ments in His
hands.

 “The Army of Mary is the Cath o lic re li -
gion lived in tensely.” That is how this
Work has been de fined from its very be -
gin ning, and its de vel op ment in  35 years
has been a proof of this.

The program set out by Pope Ben e -
dict XVI in his first en cyc li cal God Is Love
is the same pro gram that was pro posed
to the mem bers of the Com mu nity of the
Lady of All Peo ples.

It all be gan with the Army of Mary
which pro posed to its mem bers an evan -
gel i cal pro gram of life based on in te rior
re form and de vo tion to the Tri ple White:
the Eu cha rist, Mary and the Pope. To
this were added: the ob ser vance of the
com mand ments of God, at ten dance at
Mass daily if pos si ble, the daily pray ing
of the ro sary and if pos si ble of the fif teen
or twenty de cades, the re spect of the du -
ties of one’s state, spir i tual read ing, and
a spirit of prayer.

The Fam ily of the Sons and Daugh -
ters of Mary came to re mind each one of
us that we are all mem bers of the great
fam ily of God and of the Im mac u late, and 
by this very fact, it pro moted the fam ily
which is the ba sis of our so ci ety.

The Com mu nity of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary at tracted young peo -
ple, but also some who were not so
young, who de sired to give them selves
to God and to Mary in the re li gious life.
The mem bers of the Com mu nity who
have worked in dif fer ent di o ceses
through out the world have done a re -
mark able job in their mi lieu, where they
were deeply ap pre ci ated.

The Ob late-Pa tri ots added to the
Work the as pect deal ing with the
Church’s so cial doc trine which the mem -
bers study with a view to serv ing their
coun try in the re spect of God’s laws.

The Marialys In sti tute was founded to
bring to gether the priests who are faith ful 
to the Pope and for the re newal of the
youth.

Group ing to gether these five Works,
the Com mu nity of the Lady of All Peo ples 
is a full-fledged “ecclesial com mu nity”
willed by God and by the Im mac u late
who have guided it all along its his tory.
And if cer tain Church au thor i ties have at -
tacked this Work – Car di nal Vachon had
even de clared, in 1975, that he  wanted
to “de stroy the Army of Mary and elim i -

nate its fu ture
priests” (the Sons of
Mary) –, this eccle -
sial com mu nity has
over come all the ob -
sta cles be cause it
was pro tected by
God.

The Com mu nity
of the Lady of All
Peo ples con tin ues to 
form its mem bers and to prog ress in the
shadow of the Cross. That was the path
cho sen by Christ and the one He pro -
posed to His dis ci ples. The cross is a 
school of love, and we can see its
blessed fruits in the life of our Found ress, 
Mother Paul-Ma rie, who, in or der to live a 
Life of Love, ac cepted to be cru ci fied at
all lev els: per sonal, fam ily, so cial and
ecclesial.

But, ac cepted in this way, the Cross
blos soms one day into a sow ing of
glory...

Jan u ary 30, 2006

Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld

Note: All the ar ti cles in this is sue, ex -
cept for those which bear a dif fer ent sig -
na ture, were writ ten by Sylvie Payeur-
Raynauld. Our sin cere thanks.

The Di rec tors

Sylvie Payeur-
Raynauld

“A Ruth less War”
I was re read ing the pa per Le

Royaume of July-Au gust 1990, and on
page 9, there was the ti tle: “The Sa cred
Heart: In the Wake of a Ju bi lee”. I drew a
par al lel be tween the de vo tion to the Sa -
cred Heart and the one to the Lady of All
Peo ples.

Here are its main el e ments: the de vo -
tion to the Sa cred Heart added a new di -
men sion to and brought about re newed
fer vor in the de vo tion to the Holy Eu cha -
rist. How ever, this de vo tion en coun tered

many ob sta cles. Those who know the
truth must make it their duty to de fine it
clearly when its en e mies are so clev erly
de form ing it. 

It was heaven’s will that this de vo tion
be prop a gated through out the Chris tian
uni verse. Ini tially, this  “nov elty” was not
fa vor ably re ceived. Later, af ter much pro -
cras ti na tion, the Church re versed its de ci -
sion and gave full scope to the de vo tion by
ap prov ing it. In spite of a ruth less war
waged upon it from all sides – both from
within and with out the Church –, de vo tion

to the Sa cred Heart con tin ued to ex pand,
slowly but surely. We learn that Mar ga ret
Mary was dis cred ited by the cal um nies
con cocted against her, for “no one is a
prophet in his own coun try”.

“I was for bid den to dis play any lon ger
pic tures of the Sa cred Heart, and the most
I could be per mit ted was to ren der Him
some se cret honor.”

The same thing is hap pen ing with the
de vo tion to the Lady of All Peo ples. But
May will be vic to ri ous.

Emile Robillard

As a Foot note to the En cyc li cal “God Is Love”


