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Since Au gust 1971 and at
Prov i dence’s pace, the Work
that is the Army of Mary has
de vel oped to be come the
Com mu nity of the Lady of All
Peo ples. Its in flu ence is man -
i fested most par tic u larly in
the power of its fruit ful ness.
So many beau ti ful vo ca tions
have sprung up in it due to the 
en light en ing  di rec tion and
teach ing which is al ways
based on the Tri ple White –
the Eu cha rist, Mary and the
Pope. The di vine el e ment is
pow er fully op er a tive in it.
This one sign, this ex cep -
tional fe cun dity, ought to suf -
fice to iden tify it as a Work of
God, since a tree is known by
its fruit.

Sit u ated in Ville Lasalle in
the south ern part of the is -
land of Mon treal, the par ish,
Our Lady of the Sa cred
Heart, where I spent the
greater part of my youth,
num bers sev eral thou sand
pa rish io ners. In 30 years,
out side the Work, I can not re -
mem ber hav ing heard of a
sin gle vo ca tion com ing from
that par ish, ex cept for some
mar ried men (one or two)
who en tered the cler i cal state 
by be com ing per ma nent
dea cons. The talk was more
about debts and closings. Of
the three priests who min is -
tered to this for mer pil grim -
age site, only one re mains
and he must serve not only
our par ish but the neigh bor -
ing par ish as well, which has
no priest! One church has al -
ready been closed and there
is talk of cou pling some

churches and clos ing oth -
ers, churches that, not so
long ago, were flour ish ing
but now can not be kept up.

I was 19 years old when I
came to know the Army of
Mary. I was still liv ing with
my par ents and I was not es -
pe cially fer vent. I was go ing
to Mass on Sunday and that
was it. I was in vited by a
school friend to par tic i pate in 
Fa ther Philippe Roy’s cat e -
chism courses re corded on
video cas settes, in the rec i -
ta tion of the ro sary fol lowed
by the lit any of the Blessed
Vir gin and end ing with the
act of con se cra tion to Mary.
There were some hymns
and then the re turn home.

The weekly meet ings
were held at a kind lady’s
place, for the lit tle group was
not wel come in the par ish
church, al though that did not

pre vent us from ap pre ci at ing
our good par ish priest who
sim ply did not un der stand
this Work. When all of us
were there – which did not
hap pen very of ten – we num -
bered about fif teen per sons,
but usu ally we were about
seven or eight. Well, over the
course of the years, this lit tle
Army of Mary Cen ter gave
birth to six re li gious vo ca -
tions: Fa thers Serge Lépine,
André Viens, Benoît Picard;
Sis ters Anne-Ma rie Audet,
Jocelyne Lessard, Mélanie
Lépine. And that does not
take into ac count the beau ti -
ful vo ca tions to mar riage
which, open to the pre cious
gift of life, of fer to God the fruit 
of their love in or der to peo ple 
Heaven with the elect. And
the power of that fe cun dity
does not stop there! This kind 
of buds from the out pour ing

of spring still hold in store
many sur prises for the world.
But the fu ture will carry on this
story for us.

In the mean time, it is le git i -
mate to ask our selves how
many more vo ca tions the
Church would have seen ger -
mi nate if the Army of Mary had 
been ac cepted and pro moted
like all Works of God should
be. We will prob a bly never
know. None the less, the blunt
re fusal on the part of those
who should have ac knowl -
edged and ap pre ci ated the
Work has con trib uted, nev er -
the less, to for ti fy ing the Sons
and Daugh ters of Mary. Deo
gratias!

Some will think that this lit -
tle Mar ian Cen ter of in cred i ble 
fruit ful ness is an ex cep tion. I
grant this, but it is re mark able
that only a few ki lo me ters
from it an other Cen ter of the
Army of Mary had, at the
same time, a sim i lar fe cun -
dity.

In ef fect, in the town of
Verdun, that bor ders on Ville
Lasalle, there were also four

“What a pour ing out of spring!”
A tree is judged by its flow ers and fruit.
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Heal thy Fruit
From one is sue to the

next, the pa per is pre pared in
ac cor dance with prov i den tial
events. Ar ti cles come in to
Mother Paul-Ma rie with out
her seek ing them, with out
any con sul ta tion be tween
au thors who some times do
not even know one an other.
Thus it was that Fa ther
Benoît Picard wrote the pre -
ced ing text in which he has
us sa vor the fruit of the Army
of Mary.

Some days later a let ter
from Miss Thérèse Chabot,
the first re gional An i ma tor for
Coaticook and the dis tricts
around it, in the di o cese of
Sherbrooke, told of six vo ca -
tions that flow ered in the lit tle
Mar ian Cen ters for which she 
had the re spon si bil ity. She
writes: “Thank you for such a
won der ful pa per! It is Heaven 
on earth. What a mar vel ous
grace we have had, to have
been cho sen, es pe cially to
un der stand and to ac cept to
suf fer in or der to achieve the
Tri umph of good over evil. I
never thought I would live
such beau ti ful things ‘from
Heaven’ when I be gan to give 
my self for my ‘lit tle ones’ in
1974.

“I will never for get those
lovely, kind fam i lies that
brought me the joy of giv ing
my self for them... The
Blessed Vir gin chose some
from among them for her -
self... We now have six vo ca -
tions that have come to flower 

in King scroft
and Coati -
cook.

“I am tak -
ing this op por tu nity to greet
Sis ter Su zanne and Sis ter
Aline D’Amours, Brother
Ghyslain and Sis ter Maryse
Létourneau, Sis ter Cécile
Bouffard and the very re cent
Sam uel [Lejeune].”

We should say a few
words about the life of
Thérèse, an elite soul com -
pletely given for priests to
whom she has de voted her -
self.

Born in 1927 in a deeply
re li gious fam ily, Thérèse
learned, at a very early age,
to say her ro sary by fol low ing
it on her mother’s beads. Her
mother also in stilled in her a
great re spect for priests. She
had a happy child hood and
ad o les cence. At the age of
ten, she told in “her mem oirs”
how she was fas ci nated by
the priest. She was al ready
pre par ing her self for the vo -
ca tion that would be hers.
Start ing out as a teach er, she 
de voted her self for four years 
to the chil dren in the coun try
schools. She had to travel
long dis tances on foot, but
her love for chil dren lent her
wings. She wanted to con -
tinue her ca reer in teach ing,
but her mother was op posed
to this, find ing the dis tance
too long for her daugh ter.
Thérèse tells us how she felt:
“I was dis ap pointed not to go
back to teach ing, but my
mother, with out re al iz ing it,
by re fus ing to let me re turn,
was fol low ing ‘God’s plan’ for
her youn gest daugh ter. The
dear God was there wait ing
for me!”

At the age of 22, and not
teach ing, she had no com -
mit ments. So, in re sponse to
the de sire of a priest she be -
came a house keeper and
would re main such all her life. 
More than fifty years have

vo ca tions: Sis ters Claire,
Jocelyne and Francine Du
Cap and Su zanne Fontaine.

“A tree is judged by its
fruit” (Mt 12:33). Let him who
has eyes to see take note!
Whereas, in what con cerns
re li gion, ev ery thing seems to
be go ing to rack and ruin, and 
that “NEVER BE FORE IN THE
HIS TORY OF THE CHURCH
HAS THE LEVEL OF MOR ALS
BEEN SO LOW.”1 the Lady of
All Peo ples, al ways united to
the Spirit who viv i fies, is

build ing up the re newed
Church that has lost none of
its power to bur geon. Like ev -
ery Work of God, it knows the
se cret of hum ble be gin nings. 
Al ready a sow ing, with the
prom ise of spring time, is ger -
mi nat ing and will soon flour -
ish and as ton ish the world. If,
as we be lieve, the Sons and

Sis ters
Claire Du
Cap and
Su zanne
Fontaine

The twins,
Srs. Francine and Jocelyne Du Cap

Daugh ters of Mary, re li gious
and lay peo ple alike, are the
first fruits of the ra di ant
Church2 glimpsed and fore -
told by John Paul II the Great, 
what will it be like at the hour
of the har vest?

Do not let your selves be
put out by de cep tive ap pear -
ances or the loud cries of
those who are blind.

This em bat tled Work will
soon be come a peo ple of
priests, a peo ple of kings, an
as sem bly of saints, and
peace will reign, for the tri -
umph of the Im mac u late
Heart of Mary will spread wi -
der and wider, pass ing from
the dawn of the Reign of Love 

to the ze nith of the King dom.
Fa ther Benoît Picard

1. Di vine words spo ken to Ma -
rie-Paule, 1957: “Ac cept, my
child, to drink this chal ice to
the dregs. If you only knew
how much my priests make
me suf fer! Look all about
you, my child: a tidal wave of
materialism has been let
loose. There is much ado
about ev ery thing but souls. I
can count those truly priestly
souls who are gen u inely
mak ing prog ress in ac cor -
dance with my law. Oh my
child! How sor row fully my
heart bleeds. Never be fore in 
the his tory of the Church has
the level of mor als been so
low.” (Life of Love, vol. I, p. 293)

2. Cf. “The King dom”, no. 177,
p. 19.
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passed and she has been the 
“An gel of the Priest hood” for
twenty-seven priests whose
path she crossed. “To suf fer
in or der to ob tain holy
priests...!”, such is her
prayer. “Holy Mary, Mother of 
the Priest hood, give me to
un der stand that I am re spon -
si ble for the ho li ness of many
priests...., that I can help
them only by sanc ti fy ing my -
self. Help me to sanc tify my -
self and to for get my self.”

Let us go back some years 
and see Thérèse in her
apostolate with the young
families of the Army of Mary.

In 1971 she
was told about
a re cently
founded Mar -
ian group, but
she did not
join it in or der
to con tinue
de vot ing her -
self to her par -
ish priest weak ened by sick -
ness and in need of con stant
at ten tion. He did tell her,
“You should join this ex cel -
lent Mar ian group just
founded,” but she was think -
ing only of him. Af ter his de -
mise in 1972, she went to
Cap-de-la-Mad eleine, be ing
“some what cu ri ous” as she
says, and mixed in with the
throng there brought to -
gether by the Army of Mary.
“It was there that the Blessed
Vir gin took me by the hand,”
Thérèse con fides to us.

In a short time she be -
came the first re gional An i -
ma tor for fif teen par ishes. Fif -
teen Cen ters were founded!
Soon the rec tory where she
lived was trans formed into
class rooms for cat e chism.
Ev ery avail able room was
taken for chil dren, grouped
ac cord ing to their age. They
be gan at the age of three
years. It was from there that
there sprang the beau ti ful vo -
ca tions formed by Thérèse.
With the burn ing heart of an
apos tle, she set the re gion on 
fire.

We should point out, in
this group, the pres ence of

Sis ter Cécile Bouffard,
mother and grand mother of a 
large fam ily. Hav ing be come
a widow, she is con se crat ing
the last years of her life to the
Com mu nity.

And Thérèse, who is now
79 years old, writes: “I thank
the Lord for these beau ti ful
vo ca tions, and I con tinue to
give of my self in or der to
have oth ers, and es pe cially
for our priests.”

Sis ter Micheline Hupé
OTHER SONS AND DAUGH TERS
OF MARY FROM THE RE GION OF  
SHERBROOKE

Sherbrooke and the re -
gion sur round ing it have
been a ver i ta ble nurs ery of
Mar ian souls who, af ter hav -
ing dis cov ered the Army of
Mary, gen er ously gave them-
selves to this Work.

The first group of Sons of
Mary to take the habit, May
31, 1981, was, with the ex -
cep tion of Fa ther Vic tor Riz -
zi, com posed of re li gious
from that re gion: Fa ther De -
nis Laprise and Broth ers
Hervé Lemay, Roland Mar -
coux and Maurice Péloquin.

Fa ther Vic tor left It aly in 1964
in or der to study the ol ogy
with the Camillian Fa thers in
Sherbrooke where he re -
mained a num ber of years.

Two Sis ters from
Sherbrooke were in the first
group of the Daugh ters of
Mary: Sis ter Lou ise Laprise
(sis ter of Fa ther Denis) and Sis -
ter Geneviève Benoît (now

Thérèse
(1980)
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In the Daugh ters of Mary,
Sis ter Ma rie-Claude Bouf -
fard is orig i nally from Sher -
brooke; her par ents, Thérése 
and Léandre Bouffard, were
the god mother and god fa ther 
of the Army of Mary in that
city.

Sis ter Ma rie-Claude’s aunt, 
Sister Cécile Bouffard (her
mother’s sis ter), was the first
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de ceased).

Other mem bers of the
Com mu nity of the Sons of
Mary are orig i nally from
Sherbrooke: Fa thers Bruno
Ruel and Luc Beaudette, and 
Broth ers Dominic Larkin and
Michel Drapeau.

Fa thers
Bruno
Ruel and
Luc
Beaudette

Broth ers
Dominic
Larkin and
Michel
Drapeau

An i ma tor of the Army of Mary
in Kingscroft where she lived. 
Then, fol low ing her hus -
band’s death, she went to live 
in Sherbrooke. It
was Mrs. Jeanne
d’Arc D’Amours
who suc ceeded
her as An i ma tor
for the par ish and
who had the joy of 
see ing con se -
crate them selves to Mary in
her Com mu nity her 14th and
15th chil dren, Su zanne and
Aline.

The Com mu nity of the
Daugh ters of Mary has in it
two other rep re sen ta tives
from the re gion of Sher -

brooke: Sis ter Thérèse La -
prise (Fa ther Denis’ mother)
and Sis ter Hélène Rivard.

Sylvie Payeur, who was
the first nov ice in
the Com mu nity of 
the Daugh ters of
Mary and who
had to leave it af -
ter many years for 
health rea sons,
also co mes from
the re gion of
Sherbrooke.

Sylvie Payeur-Raynauld

Sis ter
M.-Claude
Bouffard

Léandre and Thérèse Bouffard

J. d’Arc
D’Amours

Sis ters
Thérèse
Laprise
and Hélène
Rivard

Sylvie 
Payeur

(re li gious
from 1982
to 1993)

Be com ing Other Marys
In the Mid dle Ages the

year be gan with the An nun -
ci a tion. And, in fact, the An -
nun ci a tion was the real be -
gin ning of the Chris tian world 
be cause it was the be gin ning 
of our sal va tion. It is the mys -
tery of God be come man –
per fectly God and per fectly
man, per fectly Man-God. For 
that, He made Him self ever
so lit tle in the womb of the
Vir gin Mary, while re main ing
in fi nitely great. What an ex -
traor di nary mys tery!

Well then, with Mary, let
us con sider this mys tery of
God so lit tle and so great and 
thank Him for con tin u ing His
Work of sal va tion with all of
us who, through grace, have
be come chil dren of God and
of Mary.

It is true that the an gel’s
An nun ci a tion con cerned, in
a unique way,  the Vir gin Mary, 
but since the Word of God is
al ways liv ing and timely it is
also ad dressed to us per son -
ally. Con se quently, let the
Mes sen ger fas ci nate us and
the mes sage touch us, for
God is ear nestly re quest ing
our “fiat” also to col lab o rate
in the es tab lish ment of His
Reign.

The dif fer ence be tween
Mary and us lies in the qual -
ity of her per fec tion. In fact,
Mary is the im mac u late crea -
ture, the only one who never
sinned, the only one who
was such as God wanted her 
to be. With her, no com pen -
sa tion ever had to be made
for any di ver gence be tween
God’s plan for her and her
ad her ence to that plan.

As for us, never have ei -
ther our be ing or our ac tions
been equal to God’s plan for
us. We do not achieve the
ideal He had in cre at ing us.
And the di ver gence be tween 
our ex is tence and that which
God wanted for us has to be
com pen sated for by in ces -
sant rep a ra tion.

So here are the words

God ad dresses to each of us
on this day of the An nun ci a -
tion: “Re joice, you who are
full of the di vine fa vor, the
Lord is with you.” If, each
morn ing, we were to ad vert
to the fact that what is true, in 
an un par al leled man ner for
the “Full-of-Grace”, is nev er -
the less true also for us, our
life would be trans fig ured to
the ex tent that we would no
lon ger see it in the same
way. Ev ery day would be a
happy day, for we would find
out that God con stantly be -
stows on us the fa vor of His
friend ship and of the Body
and Blood of His Son in the
Eu cha rist and in us.

To wel come this mes sage 
with faith is to al ready per mit
God to trans form our life by
His grace. These words of
the Gos pel that fall into our
soul and upon our con -
science are not imag i nary;
they are tied in with a re al ity
that re news it self ef fec tively
each day, though it is a re al -
ity dif fer ent from that in
Mary’s case. To be lieve that
God speaks to us through
the words of an an gel can not 
but have an ef fect, so true is
it that a word from God that
co mes down from heaven,
does not re-as cend with out
hav ing first sat u rated and fe -
cun dated us in one way or
an other.

And, as with Mary, the an -
gel un veils to us God’s pro -
ject: you have been cho sen
to give life to the Mes siah, to
give Him your life and to give
Him to the world. Here again, 
this ma ter nity con cerns Mary 
in an ex clu sive man ner, but
we can still take the words of
the an gel Ga briel for our -
selves.

In ef fect, it falls to us, as
dis ci ples of Christ, to give
flesh to the pro ject of love
God has con ceived for this
world, by con sti tut ing our -
selves His col lab o ra tors in
es tab lish ing peace and love

in our so ci ety that has such a 
great need of these, so torn
is it with vi o lence and ha tred, 
at times be gin ning with our
clos est re la tion ships.

United to Mary, let us like -
wise lis ten to these words
that are ad dressed to each of 
us in di vid u ally: “Do not fear;
you have found grace with
God.” Of course, find ing
grace with God, like Mary,
does not mean es cap ing suf -
fer ing, be ing pro tected from
mis for tune – Mary’s soul was 
pierced by the sword of suf -
fer ing –; find ing grace with
God means see ing each of
us in vested with a re spon si -
bil ity and, at the same time,
given the means to cope with 
it suc cess fully, how ever im -
pos si ble that may seem.
Each one is cho sen by God
to con trib ute to the com ing of 
the King dom of God. Each
one is called to give of him -
self in or der to give flesh to
God’s pro ject through ac -
com plish ing in his flesh what
is lack ing to the salvific Pas -
sion of Christ.

The grace of God is not a
di vine fa vor that shel ters us
from harm or even from sin;
nor is it a priv i lege that
spares us the need for ef fort;
it is a gift that gives us the
power to give our selves. So
it is quite nor mal to be trou -
bled, dis turbed by it, as was
Mary.

In re veal ing Mary’s
unique vo ca tion, the words
of the an gel Ga briel tell us, at 
the same time, some thing of
our own vo ca tion, for we also 
must let the Holy Spirit fe -

cun date our flesh in or der
that it may be in hab ited by
the Life of God.

As with Mary, the col lab o ra -
tion asked of us in bring ing
about the King dom of God,
could seem to us hu manly im -
pos si ble and we could ask our -
selves, “How is this pos si ble?”
And the an gel re minds us of
that truth that runs all through -
out the Bi ble and that ex plains
the mir a cle of grace in the lives
of so many men and women
who have achieved ho li ness:
“Noth ing is im pos si ble to God.”

“And the Word was made
flesh”; He be came an em -
bryo in the flesh of a woman
who be lieved in the word of
God, who left her self open to
the ac tion of the Holy Spirit in 
or der to give life to Him who
gives Life. As was the case
with her, let us leave our
heart open to the good an gel
God has given us and be
doc ile to the ac tion of the
Spirit, per mit ting the Word of
God to take flesh in us in or -
der that His King dom may
come.

Dur ing this cel e bra tion of
the Eu cha rist, on the day that 
we com mem o rate the his -
toric An nun ci a tion of the
com ing of Christ in hu man
flesh, may it im plant us in the
very flesh of Christ pres ent in 
the host and in our life! And,
in the face of our un wor thi -
ness and in com pre hen sion
of this Mys tery, let us have
re course to the words of the
Church: “Holy Mary, Mother
of God, pray for us sin ners
now and at the hour of our
death.”

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin

– I pray for the Church of Pe ter, in which are rooted all the fibres
of our soul, that it may fi nally re join, in un der stand ing and ac -
cep tance, the splen did Flower of the Church of John, ac quired
through so much self-sac ri fice and he roic im mo la tion, even...
How won der ful that would be! From a sin cerely grate ful heart.

Sis ter Gracia Marceau
– You make us love the cross, the Eu cha rist, and you draw us into 
the Fa ther’s Heart; so, how can we not be happy? May we re main
united in suf fer ing and prayer.                              Ghislaine Légaré
– We dis cover such won der ful things in the pa per Le Royaume.
God is full of love for us; all we need do is accept it.    D. Soupras


