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The writ ings of Saint Louis Ma rie
Grignion de Montfort are prov ing to be
more timely than ever. Dat ing from the
18th cen tury, his po etry and prose con -
tain pro phetic in for ma tion as ton ish ingly
ap pli ca ble to our time, and par tic u larly
to the Work of the Lady of All Peo ples.

IN COM PRE HEN SION IN THE FACE 
OF THE MYS TERY

When Grignion an nounced the sec -
ond com ing of Christ on earth, which
would come about through Mary, he
placed an in ter jec tion af ter his proph -
ecy, ex press ing in ad vance his sor row
over the poor re cep tion the Mys tery
would re ceive: “Alas! Here is a mys tery
which is not un der stood,” he ex claimed
with re gret:

“But there will be a dif fer ence be -
tween His first and His last com ing.
The first time, He came se cretly and
hiddenly; the sec ond time, He will
come glo ri ously and re splen dently.
But both times He will have come per -
fectly, be cause both times He will
have come by Mary. Alas! Here is a
mys tery which is not un der stood... (G-
116-117)
And that is what is hap pen ing in our

time, as we can see by the in fa mous ac -
tion that has dog ged the foot steps of the
Army of Mary, a Work raised to give

Christ back to the world.

Grignion also wrote verses of po etry
that could very well be ap plied to the
state of soul of Her who has lived the Co-
Re demp tive Pas sion. We might re mark, 
how, in the first verse, Grignion again
fore warns his reader of the share of in -
cre du lity that was to over whelm the One
who would ac knowl edge that she bears
Mary within her: “Be hold what can not be 
be lieved: that I bear her [Mary]  within
me, Graven there in traits of glory, Al -
though in the ob scu rity of faith.” (G-243)

Then again, be cause of his un der tak -
ings “out side the norms”, Grignion drew
down on him self the gibes of his de trac -
tors, re li gious and lay,” such as were to
come later on for Mother Paul-Ma rie:
“[Grignion] in curred the most di verse
judgments: ‘That crazy Montfort!’ some
said. ‘That good Fa ther Montfort!’ said
oth ers.” (G-16) In re gard to that, we are
tempted to take up the fa mous say ing
from the phi los o pher, Gustave Thi bon:
“Those whom the world treats as lu na -
tics are sim ply the ones who have
stopped rav ing in un ion with other men.”
As can be seen, Grignion and Mother
Paul-Ma rie have each aroused, about
their per sons, the most con tra dic tory
sen ti ments. They have been liv ing par a -
doxes.

RE AL IZA TIONS FORE TOLD
Grignion also imag ined an ex hor ta -

tion ad dressed by the Holy Spirit to
Mary, in which He en treats Her to grant
Him cer tain re quests that are ac tu ally so 
many re al iza tions con cretely brought
about in the Com mu nity of the Lady of
All Peo ples:

God the Holy Spirit wishes to form
elect for Him self in her and by her,
and He says to her: “... You are al -
ways My Spouse, as faith ful, as pure
and as fruit ful as ever. Let your faith
give Me My faith ful, your pu rity My vir -
gins and your fer til ity, My tem ples
and My elect.” (G-73)

The “faith ful” – the Holy Spirit will
have found them by the hun dreds at
Spiri-Maria, whereas ev ery where else
the churches are de serted. “Vir gins” –
He would also find them in our ranks, for
the re li gious vo ca tions con tinue to mul ti -
ply, while else where the con vents and
mon as ter ies are clos ing be cause of a
lack of can di dates. And as for “tem ples”
– Spiri-Maria is a con crete proof of this.
Even the name Spiri-Maria finds its jus ti -
fi ca tion in this grip ping abridg ment by
Grignion de Montfort, when he per -
ceives what is like a fu sion be tween the
Holy Spirit and Mary, in an idea au da -
ciously novel at that time, one that would 

Spiri-Maria, an ed i fice built of white flint stones that the bril liance of the sun
causes to shine with a thou sand fires, thus giv ing to its two pa vil ions (Alma and
Pietro) a unique ap pear ance.

“To breathe Mary is to breathe in the
Spirit.” (Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion de
Montfort)
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later by brought up again by Fa ther
Kolbe. For him, the Holy Spirit and Mary
are hand in glove, one with the other:
“To breathe Mary is to breathe in the
Spirit.” (G-27)

As each of us knows, the con struc -
tion of Spiri-Maria aroused the wrath of
ra tio nal ist op po nents, but let us keep in
mind this his tor i cal event hav ing to do
with the ap pa ri tions at Laus in France:
“To at tain her goal [build ing a church]
Benoîte Rencurel had to con tend with
op pres sion by and the ret i cence of the
clergy.” (Zenit, Fr.ed., Oc to ber 6, 2005) There
you have the mark of the Holy Spirit! It
was in vow ing his to tal con fi dence in the
Paraclete Spirit that His Ho li ness Pope
John Paul II, shortly be fore his death,
en cour aged the build ing of new
churches. Tread ing in his foot steps,
Pope Ben e dict XVI lost no time in re it er -
at ing to the faith ful his pre de ces sor’s re -
quest:

Af ter the Sunday An ge lus, Ben e dict
XVI pointed out that dur ing Ad vent
the Di o cese of Rome would give new
im pe tus to its un der tak ing, “New
churches for Rome”. The Pope ex -
plained that this cam paign was
aimed at “mak ing the ecclesial com -
mu nity aware of the need to provide
cer tain sub urbs with the nec es sary
par ish com plexes.” (VIS, Fr. ed., Dec. 11,
2005)
Is not the pre oc cu pa tion of these two

Popes to fos ter the build ing of new
churches in the Di o cese of Rome – in
the im age of the Poverello of Assisi who, 
in for mer times, thought it ap pro pri ate
to re build the lit tle church of Saint
Damian –, the sign of a press ing di vine
call, to be ex tended to the di men sion of
the uni ver sal Church, with a view to an -
other “build ing”, or rather, a “re build ing”
un der the in spi ra tion of the True Spirit
presently at work?

A DE SCRIP TIVE PROPH ECY OF PLACES
More over, Girgnion de Montfort has

given us a de scrip tive idea of the phys i -
cal site on which is sit u ated one of those
tem ples which he glimpsed by mys ti cal
in tu ition, and the geomorphic de scrip -
tion of that place of prayer, as de scribed
by him, fits Spiri-Maria, sit u ated on a hill: 
“It is from the height of that moun tain
that, like Mo ses, they will cast, by their
ar dent prayers, shafts against their en e -
mies to lay them low or con vert them.”
(G-173) Even the ar chi tec tural as pect
can be found in it, in this po etic pas sage
in his ac count: Through their aban don -
ment to Prov i dence and their de vo tion
to Mary they will have the sil vered wings
of the dove.” (G-172) Be gin ning with no fi -
nan cial means what so ever, it was in
pure faith and through her “aban don -
ment to Prov i dence and (her) de vo tion
to Mary” that our Found ress was able to
bring to com ple tion that build ing pro ject
called Spiri-Maria, an ed i fice built of
white flint stones that the bril liance of the 
sun causes to shine with a thou sand
fires, thus giv ing to its two pa vil ions
(Alma and Pietro) a unique ap pear ance.

THE UNI FIED SYM BOLS
An other pro phetic sign of the Mar ian

mys tery un fold ing in our time: when
Grignion trav elled the roads of France
with his shep herd’s crook, this sym bol
pre fig ured si mul ta neously the crook of
John Paul II and that of Mother Paul-Ma -
rie.

Let us look at the facts: “He was seen
trav el ling the roads of France... in his
hand a staff topped by a cru ci fix or a

stat u ette of the Vir gin...” (G-16) As we
know, Pope John Paul II went about the
earth bear ing a crook topped by a cru ci -
fix, and Mother Paul-Ma rie, re viv ing an
an cient cus tom of Mother Ab besses,
car ried, for spe cial gath er ings, a crook
topped by the Mi rac u lous Medal dec o -
rated on the front by the Vir gin and on
the back by the cross. So Mother Paul-
Ma rie’s crook was to unify the two sym -
bols be longing to that of Grignion de
Montfort, that is to say, the cross and
Mary. Pope John Paul II also urged the
young peo ple to add to the cross of the
World Youth Days an icon of Mary, “in
or der never again to sep a rate them,” he
told them. We might also keep in mind
that the motto, “Totus tuus” bor rowed
from Grignion de Montfort, is com mon to 
Pope John Paul II and the Work of the
Lady.

SPIRI-MARIA AND THE NUM BER 
OF THE OR I GINS

We are tak ing the lib erty of di gress -
ing for a mo ment, com ing back to
Grignion de Montfort a lit tle far ther on.
The Res i dence of the Lady, built to the
left of Spiri-Maria, has now be come the
in ter na tional head quar ters of the five
Works brought to gether in the Com mu -
nity of the Lady of All Peo ples, which lat -
ter has just given birth to the Church of
John. Is the num ber 5 there by mere
chance?

If we look back over the Church of
Pe ter and its or i gins, the num ber 5 takes 
on a sym bolic char ac ter, and it is Pope
Ben e dict XVI who re minds us of this:
“The Gos pels re count how he [Pe ter]
was one of the four first dis ci ples of Je -
sus, whom a fifth joined, for ev ery Rabbi
was sup posed to have five dis ci ples.”
(VIS, Fr. ed., May 17, 2006) The par al lel ism
of the num ber 5 marks the or i gins of
both the Churches, which are, in fact,
the same Church, the one flow ing from
the other. So, as it was with the Re -
demp tion giv ing birth to the Church of
Pe ter (in which the pres ence of five dis -
ci ples with the Rabbi was seen), so too
is it with the Co-Re demp tion giv ing birth
to the Church of John (in which can be
seen the ex is tence of the five Works of
the Com mu nity of the Lady). Thus the
pres ence of the num ber 5 is not a mat ter 
of chance; it seems to mark the or i gin of
a mis sion. In re gard to this, let us re -
mem ber that Ma rie-Paule had five chil -
dren who could have pre fig ured the five
Works that were to come.

THE EUCHARISTIC FRESCO AT SPIRI-MARIA
Here you have a piece of sa cred art

that arouses a great va ri ety of opin ions.

That should sur prise no one. François
Mauriac has writ ten this: “The Eu cha -
rist, like the cross, hav ing hardly been
an nounced, was al ready di vid ing minds
– the touch stone of the faith that is in a
man and of his love for Christ.” (Gerbes
eucharistiques, p. 264) But those gen u inely
de voted to the Eu cha rist have not been
long in dis cern ing the in fi nite and un -
fath om able na ture of this Mys tery. Its
most ar dent wor ship pers also rec og -
nize that in this Mys tery one can al ways
meet with an un end ing flow of new
things, as this po etic med i ta tion of a pi -
ous au thor in vites us to do:

“When, in the eve ning, we look at the
starry vault we are en chanted merely
by the first sight of this spec ta cle. But
if we pause for even a few mo ments
to con tem plate it, what new sur prises 
do we not have in see ing new stars
spring forth at ev ery in stant. Thus is it
with the Eu cha rist. Not only do we
dis cover, at first view, a splen dor of
in ven tive ness and of love that en -
chants our thoughts, but the more we
con tem plate it, the more do we see it
bring ing forth rav ish ing beau ties.” 
(Abbé Juilles, Gerbes eucharistiques, p. 231)
More over, the Spiri-Maria Eucha-

ristic fresco bears a cer tain ec u men i cal
as pect, for it re calls, in many re spects,
the glory of Or tho dox ico nog ra phy, as,
for ex am ple, the cel e brated Vir gin of

Vladi mir, much ven er ated by the Rus -
sian peo ple, in which one can see the In -
fant Je sus and His Mother pre sented
cheek to cheek in a mo ment of ut most
ten der ness. And a de tail that is com mon 
to both these works of sa cred art, the
per son ages have their eyes fixed on the 
one look ing at the icon or the fresco, that 
is to say, on the rev er ent pil grim in the
pro cess of con tem plat ing it.

“The Spirit breathes where he will.”
(Jn 3:8) And He in spired a great Or tho dox 
theo lo gian of the 20th cen tury to write
these words that are ap pli ca ble more
than ever to our time, es pe cially to Her
who gave her “Fiat!” to Mary, never tak -
ing it back, con sent ing to bear the heavy 
co-re demp tive cross:

To day, given the trag edy of the Third
World, given the ma te ri al is tic way of
life, given the por nog ra phy and the
drugs, given all the el e ments of di a -
bol i cal de com po si tion... it is the
woman who, af ter hav ing ut tered with 
the Vir gin her Fiat, is pre des tined to
say “no”, to bring man to a halt on the
brink of the abyss, to show him his
true vo ca tion...  (Paul Evdokimov, La
Femme et le salut du monde)

Pope John Paul II be fore the  tomb of 
Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion de Montfort.

The Eucharistic fresco at the Eucha-
ristic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria
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THE GOS PEL OF MARY CO-
REDEMPTRIX

We know that Christ must
re turn and that, as was the
case for His first com ing, He
will be pre ceded by Mary. But
nei ther of them will re turn in the 
same man ner, some thing
which many proph ets, such as
Saint Louis Ma rie Grignion de
Montfort, have told us.

An other of these proph ets
is Maria Valtorta through
whom the Lord has re vealed to 
us what His life on earth was
like, as well as giv ing us some
teach ings not only on the Gos -
pel but also on so many other
top ics, no ta bly on our time and
on the Co-Re demp tion ac -
com plished by Mary. Here is
what Je sus said to Maria
Valtorta on Oc to ber 23, 1947:

“Has ten the hour of the tri -
umph of the Woman, found -
ress of the lin eage of those
marked with the sign of the ser -
vants of God... Has ten the
hour of Mary’s tri umph. Let the
men, women, and chil dren of
the One, Holy, Cath o lic, Ap os -
tolic and Ro man Church join
the An gels, headed by Mi -
chael, so that the dragon... will
be cast down for a cer tain pe -
riod...

“There can not be a sec ond
Re demp tion car ried out by Me, 
Christ. But there can still be
one to save a greater num ber
of spir its from the coils of hell:
that of glo ri ous Mary. In de vo -
tion to her lies the se cret of the
last Re demp tion.” 1

In 1950, Je sus an nounced
the “new evangelizers” to
Maria, who be sides teach ing
His Gos pel, will “teach the
Gos pel of Mary” “They will up -
lift the stan dard of Mary. They
will lead peo ple to Mary”, “Co-
Redemptrix”.

“The Word of the Fa ther...
will raise up new evangelizers
who will evan ge lize in his
name. They will evan ge lize in
a new way in keep ing with the
times, a new way which will not
sub stan tially change the eter -

nal Gos pel or the great Rev e -
la tion, but will broaden, com -
plete, and make them un der -
stand able and ac cept able...

“New evangelizers. In re al -
ity, there al ready are, even if
the world partly is un aware of
them and partly at tacks them.
But they will be more and more
nu mer ous, and the world – af -
ter hav ing over looked or
mocked or op posed them,
when ter ror takes hold of the
fool ish who now de ride the
new evangelizers – will turn to
them so that they will be
strength, hope, and light in the
dark ness, hor ror and tem pest
of ongoing per se cu tion by the
antichrists....

“And since In fi nite Mercy,
tak ing pity on dis tressed men
over whelmed by the storm of
blood, fire, per se cu tion, and
death, will have Mary, the pure
Star of the Sea, shine upon the
sea of blood and hor ror, and
She will be the fore run ner of
Christ in his fi nal com ing, these 
new evangelizers will bear the
Gos pel of Mary, who was truly
left in the shadow by all the
Evan ge lists and Apos tles, and
Dis ci ples, whereas vaster
knowl edge of Her would have
in structed many, pre vent ing
many falls. For She is the Co-
Redemptrix and Teacher. The
Teacher of pure, hum ble, faith -
ful, pru dent and de vout life in
her home and among the peo -
ple of her time. She is al ways a
Teacher, down through the
cen tu ries, wor thy to be all the
better known, the more the
world sinks to wards the mire
and dark ness, so as to be all
the more im i tated in or der to
lead the world back to what is
not dark ness and mire.

[Are not the pages of Life of
Love a priv i leged means of
spread ing Mary’s teach ing?
The Gos pel of Mary, in fact,
that was re vealed in our time
by the in ter me di ary of the cho -
sen Hand maid who, through
her life of ob la tion and im mo la -
tion, brought to its ful fil ment

the Work of the Co-Re demp -
tion.]

“The times ahead will be
times of war – not only ma te ri -
ally, but, above all, the war be -
tween ma te ri al ity and spirit.
[That is also what the Lady of
All Peo ples told us.] The
Antichrist will seek to drag ra -
tio nal crea tures into the
swamp of a beastly life. Christ
will seek to pre vent this re pu di -
a tion not only of re li gion, but
also of rea son by open ing up
new ho ri zons and ways il lu mi -
nated by spir i tual lights,
prompt ing a pow er ful awak en -
ing of the spirit in who ever
does not openly re ject it, an
awak en ing as sisted by these
new evangelizers, bear ing not
only Christ, but the Mother of
God. They will up lift the stan -
dard of Mary. They will lead
peo ple to Mary. And Mary, who 
was al ready, once be fore, the
cause and source – in di rect,
but still pow er ful  – of man’s re -
demp tion, will con tinue to be
such. For She is the holy Ad -
ver sary of the wicked En emy,
and her heel is des tined to
crush the in fer nal dragon per -
pet u ally, as Wis dom, which
has found its seat in Her, is
des tined to de feat the her e sies 
cor rupt ing souls and in tel -
lects....

“The new evangelization... 
for the time be ing is go ing
through its ini tial awak en ing,
ex posed to op po si tion. And it
will work great mir a cles of con -
ver sion and per fec tion. And
there will be great ef forts by
Sa tanic ha tred for Christ and
the Woman. But the two will be
un reach able for their en e mies. 
It would not be ap pro pri ate or

use ful for them to be reached.
No greater of fense against
God may be com mit ted than
by strik ing the Two who are
dear est to Him – His Son and
the Mother – who in their time
al ready suf fered all the most
hate ful and pain ful of fenses,
but who now, hav ing been glo -
ri fied for cen tu ries, could not
be of fended with out an im me -
di ate, hor ren dous di vine pun -
ish ment of the of fend ers.

“For this rea son, with new
means, in the right way and at
the right time, the fi nal
evangelization will be car ried
out, and those who yearn for
Light and Life will have them –
full, per fect, and pro vided
through a means known only
to the two Giv ers, by Je sus and 
Mary.” 2

“PUB LISH THE WORK AS IT IS.
WHO EVER WILL READ WILL UN -
DER STAND.” (PIUS XII)

In 1948, Pope Pius XII de -
clared, with re gard to Maria
Valtorta’s writ ings: “Pub lish
the work as it is. Who ever will
read will un der stand.”

These writ ings have been
sup ported by em i nent re li -
gious and theo lo gians, such as 
Fa ther Ga briel Roschini, an
ex pert at the Sec ond Vat i can
Coun cil, and Pa dre Pio. The
sci en tist, Jean Aulagnier,

The hour is now that of the great Ca -
thol i cism, the Ca thol i cism open to other
re li gions. “Launch out into the deep!”
cried Pope John Paul II.

THE KING DOM ES TAB LISHED
Let us re turn now to Grignion de

Montfort’s thoughts. Ac cord ing to his
writ ings Mary was sup posed to re turn to
earth a sec ond time to pre pare the Ter -
res trial King dom over which Christ the
King would re turn to reign. And none
other than Pope John Paul II ac knowl -
edged that the King dom fore told in the
Our Fa ther was al ready vir tu ally pres -
ent.:

The es cha to log i cal king dom of Christ 
and God (cf. Cor 1:13) will have been
achieved when the Lord will be all in
all, af ter hav ing an ni hi lated the reign
of Sa tan, sin and death.
How ever, the King dom of God is al -
ready “mys te ri ously” pres ent in his -
tory and it op er ates in those who wel -

come it. (Une Année avec Ma rie, p. 228)

For his part, Pope Ben e dict XVI only
re cently con firmed the mys ti cal in tu ition
of Pope John Paul II, when he used the
pres ent in speak ing of “the king dom on
this earth”, and, better still, spoke im per -
a tively dur ing his re cent visit to Po land,
a pil grim age that fol lowed the foot steps
of his no ble pre de ces sor: “Strength -
ened by faith in God, de vote your selves
fer vently to con sol i dat ing his King dom
on earth, a King dom of good ness, jus -
tice, sol i dar ity and mercy.” (Ben e dict XVI,
hom ily at Mass in Krakow on May 28, 2006) 

To con sol i date a pro ject means to
“ren der more solid, more re sis tant,
stron ger; to make firm.” Those words
here are more than el o quent. They say
what they say: the King dom is al ready
here, still frag ile but be come con crete.
And it is the reign ing Pope who con firms
this.

Grignion de Montfort, poet and

prophet, saw clearly and ac cu rately. We 
know, through Life of Love and now
through the White Book that Mary is
once again pres ent on earth to es tab lish 
the reign of love an nounc ing the re turn
of Christ the King. And since all that is
done in love suc ceeds, it is thus not by
mere chance that the last words of the
New Tes ta ment read as fol lows:
“Come, Lord Je sus!” (Apoc. 20:22)

Jeannine Thiffault-Blanchette
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“... AND WHAT WE SHALL LATER BE

HAS NOT YET COME TO LIGHT” (1 Jn 3:2)

Marc ÉLIE

A QUICK SUR VEY OF HIS TORY
His tory teaches us that there are in nu -

mer a ble re li gious or spir i tual cur rents that
have been di vided and sub di vided un der
the pres sure of var i ous re li gious or civil
au thor i ties, and this un der the praise wor -
thy but dev as tat ing pre text of seek ing the
truth, thus bring ing about ex com mu ni ca -
tion, tor ture, ex ile, depossession, mur der,
vi o lence, civil war, etc. In par tic u lar, the
ep i sode of the Protestant Ref or ma tion,
born in 1517 with Lu ther, put a large part of 
Eu rope to fire and the sword for sev eral
de cades. For merly, in the year 1054,
East ern Chris tians sep a rated from West -
ern Chris tians, Con stan ti no ple against
Rome, be cause of pri mary in ter nal quar -
rel ling on top ics such as the for mu la tion of
the place of the Holy Spirit in re la tion to the 
Son and the Fa ther in the Trin ity, the quar -
rel of the “Filioque”, ex ac er bated by the
dif fer ences of the East ern li tur gi cal and
cul tural tra di tion, tinged with the pride of
the Ro man au thor i ties who were cer tain of 
their power. A few years ago the re cip ro -
cal ex com mu ni ca tions be tween the Cath -
o lic Church and the Or tho dox Church
were lifted. Pope John Paul II called for the 
re uni fi ca tion “of the two lungs of the
Church”, to use his ex pres sion.

In these un cer tain times, the Com mu -
nity of the Lady of All Peo ples is at a de ci -
sive cross roads in its ex is tence, for the
Church, un able to as sim i late the his tor i cal 
mis sion be ing of fered it, is threat en ing to
re ject the re gen er at ing seed im planted
within its bosom. Faced with this chal -
lenge, each one of us will have to de clare
his fi del ity to the Lady or break and turn
away from her. In his heart of hearts, each
man or woman is put in the pres ence of
God.

FA THER TIM O THY RADCLIFFE
Fa ther Tim o thy Radcliffe, born in 1945

in Scot land, the Su pe rior Gen eral of the
Preach ers – the Do min i cans – from 1992
to 2001, a teacher and re nowned
preacher in a great num ber of coun tries,
wrote very en light en ing pages in 2005 on
the sub ject that in ter ests us. Here is a
read ing of re veal ing pas sages which
could shed light upon and/or for tify our
choice in this crit i cal time.

“This at ten tion paid to the other ex acts
that I ad mit that he or she is firmly at tached 
to truths which are not very com pat i ble
with what I be lieve; their be liefs are not
mine. Re mem ber what Bishop Chris to -
pher But ler said to the Fa thers of the
Coun cil: ‘Let us not be afraid that the truth
will be a dan ger to the truth.’ No meet ing
will bear fruit if I do not dare, for a cer tain
pe riod of time at least, to have be liefs
which ap pear to be in com pat i ble; I must

dare to live in the pro vi sional, in in se cu rity, 
while seek ing a co her ence that is mo men -
tarily lost....

“When I dare to af firm two truths which
seem to be in com pat i ble, I am forced to
look for a ho ri zon that is vast enough so
that they may be rec on ciled. That means
that I must let my self be drawn be yond the
more fun da men tal fi del ity which is fi del ity
to the truth. For it is the truth that will make
me free; it is in the truth that the Cath o lics
of the King dom and the Cath o lics of Com -
mu nion can come to gether.

“Dur ing the last meal He had with His
dis ci ples, Je sus told them: ‘In my Fa ther’s
house there are many dwell ing places’ (Jn
14:2), there fore God’s house is vast and
wide.” (Tim o thy Radcliffe, Pourquoi donc être
chrétien?, Cerf, 2005, p. 264)

“In the fourth cen tury, there were two
in com pat i ble ways of un der stand ing
Christ.... There were the Antiochians who
be lieved in a very hu man Je sus who, like
us, thought and strug gled and ex pe ri -
enced temp ta tions. Oth er wise, they de -
clared, what would we have in com mon
with him? And there were the
Alexandrians who be lieved in a ma jes tic
and di vine Je sus. Oth er wise, they stated,
how could we be saved? Two the ol o gies,
two ways of look ing at the world.... The
bring ing to gether  of these two the ol o gies
gave rise to all sorts of con flicts and ten -
sions, but, in the end, it was fruit ful and
pro duced the chris tol ogy of Chalcedon in
the fifth cen tury. More had to be done than
sim ply ne go ti at ing for mu la tions ac cept -
able to all. More than just a sim ple theo -
log i cal dis pute, this was the point of en try

into a new theo log i cal world, more wide-
rang ing...” (Id., p. 266)

“Di a logue can only take place if we take 
the time. It took 400 years for the chris tol -
ogy of Chalcedon to emerge. If we dis -
agree with some one, how can we ex pect
to prog ress if we have al lowed only twenty
min utes for a meet ing?... If the unity of the
Church is some thing im por tant, we must
spend time with those with whom we are in 
dis agree ment, time to un der stand and to
feel that we are be ing chal lenged.” (Id., p.
269)

“To be in a rush to con demn dem on -
strates a lack of cour age.... Fear is never
use ful in the search for the truth.... Even if
some one says some thing that is clearly
heterodoxical , my first re ac tion must be to 
try to dis cover the truth that he is at tempt -
ing to ex press rather than to be in a rush to
con demn the er ror.... A means must be
found to al low the light to shine.” (Id., p. 268)

“It is a word on faith that ren ders pos si -
ble the pil grim age to wards the mys tery.
Of ten it is dif fi cult to dis cern im me di ately if
a new state ment is a new way of ex press -
ing our faith or if it is, in fact, a be trayal of it;
it takes time to dis cover this....” (Id., p. 267)

“As Rob ert Jenson said: ‘God can, if He 
feels like it, wel come other peo ple into His
life, with out dis tort ing this life. To state it as 
poorly as pos si ble: there is room in
God.’...” (Id., p. 265)

“Je sus the Jew gath ered His dis ci ples
to gether in one par tic u lar coun try, at a
par tic u lar ep och. He sat down with them at 
a par tic u lar ta ble to share with them His
body and blood, and to open the way to -
wards the bound less spaces of the King -
dom...” (Id., p. 263)

SE REN ITY OF THE ARMY OF MARY
Here end the com ments of Fa ther Tim -

o thy Radcliffe, a re nowned au thor ity, a
well-known prom i nent per son. May these
thoughts help us to pre serve in tact the se -
ren ity that is char ac ter is tic of the Army of
Mary, as the growth of rich and mul ti form
fruits pro duced by the tree of the Fam ily of
the Sons and Daugh ters of Mary con tin -
ues, in spite of the tri als and trib u la tions,
and the thorns that will most cer tainly crop
up along the way of the mis sion of the
Lady of All Peo ples called to lead us to the
gar den of the King dom.

Through what Saint John the Apos tle
tells us, we have the feel ing that the un -
der stand ing we pres ently have of the mis -
sion holds sur prises, as though we are
wait ing for some thing in the pro cess of be -
ing re al ized: “Dearly be loved, we are
God’s chil dren now; what we shall later be
has not yet come to light.” (1 Jn 3:2)

Marc Élie

proved the ve rac ity of Maria
Valtorta’s writ ings by ver i fy ing
the chro no log i cal, cli ma tic and
other data con tained therein.
The ar che o log i cal dis cov er ies
made since the pub li ca tion of
these writ ings con firm the au -
then tic ity of what Maria
Valtorta “saw”, “heard” and de -
scribed in a re cord time over
15,000 pages of manu script in
which there is not a sin gle de -
le tion. Bish ops have granted
the im pri ma tur to this work.

Maria Valtorta’s writ ings
con firm the au then tic ity of the
Work raised by Heaven in
Que bec, thanks to the faith ful -
ness of the Hand maid called,
in Mary’s name, to give Christ
back to the world and to open
the ter res trial King dom for
which the world has been ask -
ing, for two thou sand years, in
the prayer of the Our Fa ther.

This time has now come
and Mary’s Work is meet ing a
mul ti tude of op po nents, but

vic tory has been as sured it.

“GO, NOW; TEACH 
EV ERY WHERE...”

On June 11, 1971, shortly
be fore the found ing of the
Army of Mary, Heaven had in -
di cated to Ma rie-Paule:

“This is the end of the hid -
den life....Go, now; teach ev -
ery where. Go, spread the
Good News.” (Life of Love, vol.
VII, p. 487)

The new evangelization,

which dawned within the
Church of Pe ter, is now con tin -
u ing within the Church of John, 
the Church of Love, the Com -
mu nity of the Lady of All Peo -
ples. 
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(Thank you to Sis ter Yolande
Riberdy who brought those
pages to our at ten tion.)
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the Lady of All Peoples


