
Car di nal Vachon and the Army of Mary
DEATH OF CAR DI NAL LOUIS-AL BERT VACHON

On Sep tem ber 29, 2006, there oc curred the death of
Car di nal Louis-Al bert Vachon, for mer Arch bishop of
Que bec, who vig or ously fought against the Army of
Mary. The fol low ing day, a fu neral eu logy of the Car di -
nal ap peared in the pages of the newspa per, “Le Soleil”,
con tain ing the fol low ing para graph con cern ing the
Army of Mary: “Among the trou ble some dos siers he
had to deal with, Car di nal Vachon re voked, in 1987, the 
Army of Mary’s sta tus as a Pi ous As so ci a tion. This act
earned him the wrath of the move ment’s found ress, Ma -
rie-Paule Giguère, and that of its nu mer ous faith ful. At
that time he was sup ported by Car di nal Jo seph
Ratzinger, Pre fect of the Con gre ga tion for the Doc trine
of the Faith, to day Ben e dict XVI. To this date the de cree
has never been an nulled.”

The let ter be low was sent to the daily, “Le Soleil”, in
the days fol low ing the ap pear ance of that ar ti cle, in or -
der to pres ent “the other side of the coin”.

So Many Cal um nies!
On the oc ca sion of Car di nal Vachon’s de mise Le Soleil

pub lished an ar ti cle by Yves Therrien on Sat ur day, Sep tem -
ber 30, hon or ing his mem ory; a para graph in this ar ti cle dealt
with the Army of Mary. The jour nal ist re ported that when “Car -
di nal Vachon re voked, in 1987, the Army of Mary’s sta tus as a
Pi ous As so ci a tion”, “this act earned him the wrath of the
move ment’s found ress, Ma rie-Paule Giguère, and that of its
nu mer ous faith ful”.

This dec la ra tion is most as ton ish ing to those who re ally
know the sit u a tion. For years our found ress has been sub -
jected to cal um nies that have cir cu lated in dif fer ent mi lieus,
fed by, in par tic u lar, cer tain per sons in au thor ity in the Church, 
and she was in sis tent that the Work’s mem bers not re ply to
these at tacks. When a cam paign of def a ma tion against the

Work was launched in the me dia, some mem bers rose to the
de fence of the Army of Mary – as did some non-mem bers,
per sons un known to us who had per ceived the in jus tice be ing
com mit ted.

Car di nal Vachon has al ways been treated with re spect by
our found ress, even though a very per ni cious act was per pe -
trated against the Work con cern ing which he de clared in
1985, “It must be com pletely de stroyed and those fu ture
priests got ten rid of” (the Sons of Mary were on the point of
leav ing to study at the Saint Thomas Aqui nas Pon tif i cal Uni -
ver sity in Rome, some for a first year, oth ers for a sec ond).

Con cern ing Car di nal Vachon’s de cree of 1987, Mr.
Therrien men tions that the Arch bishop had been sup ported at 
that time by Car di nal Ratzinger, to day Ben e dict XVI; but it
must be made clear that Car di nal Ratzinger had asked the
Arch bishop of Que bec to pro ceed “ad normam iuris” (ac cord -
ing to the law), some thing which was not done. In 1987, when
some re li gious au thor i ties of the Vat i can learned of this de -
cree they asked the Army of Mary to ap peal to Rome. Four
years later, the Church’s high est court re jected the ap peal,
judg ing that it “lacked foun da tion”.

Par a dox i cally, this tri bu nal’s de ci sion was to con firm the
au then tic ity of the Mar ian Work: that de ci sion came thirty-
three years to the day, af ter Heaven had fore told to Ma rie-
Paule the “cru ci fix ion” she would have to un dergo at the
hands of the Church. While still very young, she had of fered
her self as a vic tim for souls, and the Lord pre dicted that she
would re live His Pas sion. Our Lord was cru ci fied at the age of
33; that num ber has marked the life of our Found ress on a
num ber of oc ca sions.

Ma rie-Paule is an out-of-the-or di nary mys tic; but mys tics,
be fore be ing rec og nized as such by the Church, are very of -
ten re jected and op posed by it.
Oc to ber 2, 2006 Sylvie Payeur

To date [Oc to ber 13, 2006], this let ter has not been
pub lished by  the Que bec City daily.

Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Ac tiv i ties at the
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria

(No vem ber-De cem ber 2006 – Jan u ary-Feb ru ary 2007)
1. Sat ur day and Sunday, No vem ber 11 and 12, 2006

Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: “The souls in pur ga -
tory im mersed in Je sus’ mercy”

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, No vem ber 25 and 26, 2006
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: “Je sus re turns in His
glory – Christ the King”

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, De cem ber 9 and 10, 2006
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of the Im mac u late Con cep -
tion, the All-Pure

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, Jan u ary 13 and 14, 2007
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: “Je sus’ Bap tism”

5. Sat ur day and Sunday, Jan u ary 27 and 28, 2007
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: “Saint Fran cis de Sales”

6. Sat ur day and Sunday, Feb ru ary 10 and 11, 2007
Sol emn cer e mony in honor of Our Lady of Lourdes and
the sick

7. Sat ur day and Sunday, Feb ru ary 24 and 25, 2007
Sol emn cer e mony with the theme: “Church of Pe ter –
Church of John”

On the or di nary days of prayer, the pro gram be gins at 9:30
a.m. On Sat ur days, it be gins with a Mar ian Hour fol lowed
by a sol emn Mass, lunch and time for ad o ra tion, and the
Eucharistic Hour in the af ter noon. On Sun days, the pro -
gram be gins with a sol emn Mass, fol lowed by the Mar ian
Hour, lunch and ad o ra tion, and the Eucharistic Hour in
the af ter noon. There is a sec ond Sunday Mass at 2:30 p.m.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

NEW ITEMS FOR SALE

– POST CARDS: Twelve dif fer ent post cards of the na ture sur -
round ing Spiri-Maria at Lac-Etchemin. They can be pur chased
in di vid u ally or in pack ages of six post cards.

– CAL EN DAR FOR 2007: Li tur gi cal cal en dar un der the gen eral
theme: “The En chant ing Set ting of Spiri-Maria” , pre sent ing re li -
gious thoughts taken from Life of Love. Twelve pic tures of Spiri-
Maria in the form of de tach able post cards in color.
For mat: 8½ x 14 in. (21.5 x 35.5 cm) with white spi ral bind ing.

– VID EO CAS SETTE AND DVD: Of the day of prayer held at
Spiri-Maria on Sunday, Sep tem ber 17, 2006 in honor of the Tri -
umph of the Cross, with the theme “To wards the Church of
John”. A re cord ing of the spir i tual con fer ences, the cer e mony of
ap point ment and en throne ment of the Fa ther of the Church of
John, Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, and the sol emn Mass.

Two videocassettes: (in French only - but may be fol lowed
with the writ ten texts in this is sue of the pa per)
#1 –  Morn ing pro gram of spir i tual con fer ences 

Length: 1 hr 55 min.
#2 – Af ter noon pro gram: cer e mony of ap point ment and en -

throne ment of Pa dre Jean-Pi erre; sol emn Mass 
Length: 2 hr 35 min.

Set of 3 DVD with Eng lish sound track:
#1 – Morn ing pro gram of spir i tual con fer ences

Length: 1 hr 55 min.
#2 – Af ter noon pro gram: cer e mony of ap point ment and en -

throne ment of Pa dre Jean-Pi erre 
Length: 1 hr 05 min.

#3 – Sol emn Mass in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
Length: 1 hr 30 min.

In prep a ra tion: the ceremony of Sep tem ber 16 in honor of the
Tri umph of the Cross.

– THE LAMB OF THE APOC A LYPSE: A photo of the Lamb, the 
sym bol of the Church of John (size: 4 x 6 in. or 10 x 15 cm), 
or a rep lica of the Lamb made of solid, re sis tant plas tic 
(size: 2 x 2 in. or 5 x 5 cm)

– HOLY PIC TURE: The Lamb of the Apoc a lypse
A sou ve nir pic ture (with a prayer on the back) of the cer e mony of 
en throne ment of Pa dre Jean-Pi erre at Spiri-Maria on Sep tem -
ber 17, 2006.

Avail able through your lo cal Army of Mary Book store 
or Le Ros ier d’Or

IN MEMORIAM – AQUIN, Arcel - Win ni peg, MB – BISSONNETTE,
Gil bert - St-Jérôme – BLANCHETTE, Au rèle - Smo oth Rock Falls ON
– CHAPUT, Jac ques - Lac-Etche min – DROLET, Ber na dette - La val –
GAMACHE, Suzie - La val – GOUPIL, Gérar dine - Lac-Etche min –
LEMIEUX, René - Drum mond ville – LÉTOURNEAU, Fleu rette -
Hearst, ON – LONGUÉPÉE, Chris tine Oui met - Ver dun – MOREL, Jo -
ce lyn - Trois-Ri vières – MORNEAULT, Gérard - Edmund ston, N.B. –
PARÉ, Cy rias - Sher bro oke – PARENT, Ani ta - Montreal – PERRON,
Eugène - Jon quière – TOPPING, Do nal da - Bel levue, SK – TUPIN, De -
nise - St-Mar tin-des-Champs, France


