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MYS TI CAL “VI SION” CON FIRMED
In vol ume XII of Life of Love, the French 

edi tion of which was pub lished in 1979,
Ma rie-Paule gives an ac count of a “vi sion”
that up set her. She sud denly “saw” the
Church of Pe ter un der the al le gor i cal form
of a boat that is sink ing. At the time, she
wrote the fol low ing:

“Then, to my great sur prise, I ‘see’
above me an im mense boat, the bot tom of
which is black and full of fis sures and rents 
through which the wa ter is en ter ing un in -
ter rupt edly. I ‘learn’ that this boat sym bol -
izes the Church which is go ing to sink.”
(Life of Love, vol. XII, chap. 22, p. 103)

The time li ness of this “vi sion” of our
Found ress was con firmed last June 29 by
Pope Ben e dict XVI who, in not ing the sad
state of the Church of Pe ter, de scribed it
by us ing this same al le gory of a boat tak -
ing wa ter:

Again and again the lit tle barque of the
Church is ripped apart by the winds of
ide ol o gies, whose wa ters seep into her
and seem to con demn her to sink. Yet,
pre cisely in the suf fer ing Church, Christ
is vic to ri ous. (Hom ily for the so lem nity of
Saint Pe ter and Saint Paul, June 29, 2006)
Now, an im por tant fact that should be

re tained: on that same day as Pope Ben e -
dict XVI con firmed the mys ti cal in tu ition of
our Found ress, that is to say, on June 29,
2006, he was cel e brat ing the 55th an ni -
ver sary of his or di na tion to the priest hood.
And 55 is the num ber linked to the mys tery 
of the Lady of All Peo ples. Is this a mere
co in ci dence or is it a prov i den tial event
prov ing that the True Spirit is at work? We
should also note that, at the same time as
the Pope was de scrib ing the ship wrecked
state of the pres ent Church, he also
glimpsed its vic tory, for he im me di ately
added: “Yet, pre cisely in the suf fer ing
Church, Christ is vic to ri ous.”

TO WARDS A “COM MU NITY OF LOVE”
On more than one oc ca sion, Pope Ben -

e dict XVI has ex pressed the hope of see -
ing the Church of Pe ter be ing trans formed
to be come a “com mu nity of love”. And an
es sen tial fact is that he wanted this to be
ac com plished un der the guid ance of the
Vir gin Mary, as he stated last April.

May the Vir gin Mary, whom the Lit any
of Loreto makes us in voke as “Cause of 
our joy”, ob tain for us that we al ways
ex pe ri ence the joy of be ing part of the
spir i tual ed i fice of the Church, a “com -
mu nity of love”, born from the Heart of
Christ. (Re gina Caeli, April 17, 2006)
Four months later, on August 30, 2006,

Car di nal Bertone ac knowl edged that
Pope Ben e dict XVI has made the theme
that the Church be like a “com mu nion of
love” his pas to ral pri or ity, im pelled along
this path by the prompt ing of the Vir gin
Mary:

[Car di nal Bertone] un der lined that, as
is man i fested by his en cyc li cal “Deus
caritas est”, the Pope has cho sen as
his pas to ral pri or ity “to build up the
Church in char ity as a com mu nion of
love”. In that con text, he em pha sized
that it was “the Mar ian prin ci ple which
im pelled, guided and helped him, pow -
er fully, in his own way, to build the
Church as a com mu nity of love”. (Zenit,
Fr. ed., Au gust 30, 2006)
How ever, in or der to achieve this “com -

mu nity of love” it will first be nec es sary that 
the word “love”  re gain its ple nary dig nity.
And the pres ent Pope is well aware of this.
Pope John Paul II had paved the way for
the “civ i li za tion of love”, and he had done
so to such an ex tent that it had be come the 
leitmotiv of his preach ing. Pope Ben e dict

XVI is fol low ing the same road by ex press -
ing the hope that the word “love” will re -
con quer its no ble ness. In Jan u ary 2006,
he de clared:

The word “love” is used so much to day
that one is al most afraid to pro nounce
it... And yet, it is a pri mor dial word, ex -
pres sion of the pri mor dial re al ity... We
must take it up again,... give back to it
its orig i nal splendor so that it might il lu -
mi nate our life... This aware ness led
me to choose love as the theme of my
first en cyc li cal.” (Zenit, Jan u ary 23, 2006)
Fur ther more, ac cord ing to what Car di -

nal Poupart re ported on May 4, 2006,
Pope Ben e dict XVI again brought up the
topic in an other vi brant plea so that the
word “love” might once again re gain its
dig nity. 

The Pope is con vinced that it is nec es -
sary that the word “love”, used so fre -
quently and yet so of ten mis un der -
stood, be given again its true mean ing
in or der that it might be a lu mi nous bea -
con for our day-to-day liv ing. (Vat i can In -
for ma tion Ser vice, Fr. ed., May 4, 2006)
As a con se quence, if the word “love” is

to be come “a lu mi nous bea con for our
day-to-day liv ing”, then we are of the opin -
ion that the work of Life of Love is the spir i -
tual tool par ex cel lence to achieve this.
With this in spired work, and by its very ti -
tle, we are see ing, grandly, the word “love”
be ing given again its proper sig nif i cance.
This se ries of books, pub lished in obe di -
ence to a di vine or der, is noth ing more
than the Gos pel lived to the full est in the
sanc ti fi ca tion of one’s daily life. It is a work
that can touch all states of life by help ing
be liev ers to spir i tu al ize their ev ery day life.
More than that: “ ‘Life of Love’ would have
the power to con vert the whole world,
even the bish ops,” said a high dig ni tary in
the Church. Ma rie-Paule has done and
writ ten so very much to fos ter the re as ser -
tion of the value of the word “love”, a word
that has be come so hack neyed to day. A
col lec tion of po ems even bears wit ness to
this, in which we can read these lines writ -
ten in 1959 and which, more than ever,
seem to have pro phetic over tones:

Let us put the ac cent on love,
Char ity will flour ish again;
Christ will have re turned
And peace will reign.
(Ma rie-Paule, Amour, col lec tion of po ems,
Que bec, Vie d’Amour inc., 1993, p. 48)

ADOPT ING THE SPIRIT OF JOHN
Last Au gust 23, Pope Ben e dict XVI

urged the faith ful at tend ing his au di ence
to adopt the spirit of the Apos tle John, and
he in vited them to do so par tic u larly by not
iden ti fy ing them selves with the spirit of the 
world. The Pope in di cated at that time:

[The Apos tle] John ex horts the Chris -
tian com mu ni ties of Asia Mi nor, dis -
mayed at God’s si lence in the face of
the per se cu tions to which they were ex -
posed at the end of the first cen tury, to
be stead fast in the faith and not to iden -
tify with the pa gan world. (Au di ence, Au -
gust 23, 2006)
Here is a prov i den tial fact. The Fam ily

of the Sons and Daugh ters of Mary, a
Work is sued from the Army of Mary and
raised in 1981 for the sanc ti fi ca tion of the
fam ily, pro poses in its rit ual of re cep tion
that one adopt the spirit of John. The proof
of the mat ter is to be found in the di a logue
of re cep tion where one can read these
words im bued with the spirit of the be loved 
Apos tle: “To be an Aux il iary Mem ber is to
live as a re li gious in the world...” which
means, ob vi ously, that one must not iden -
tify with the pa gan world if one wants to

com mit one self un der Mary’s ban ner. And
al ways with re gard to the Fam ily of the
Sons and Daugh ters of Mary, one of the
el e ments of its pi ety is the Con se cra tion to
the Hearts of Je sus and Mary. Now, last
Au gust, Pope Ben e dict XVI en cour aged
this de vo tion with these com ments:

The de vo tion to the Hearts of Je sus
and Mary con sti tutes a source of
strength and se ren ity, in di cated the
Pope in his greet ing to the pil grims from 
Slovenia. (Zenit, Fr. ed., Au gust 30, 2006)
The mys ti cal in spi ra tion of this rit ual of

re cep tion of the Fam ily of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary, de vel oped by Mother
Paul-Ma rie in the spirit of John the Apos -
tle, has just been con firmed by the pres ent 
Pope.

AN OTHER MYS TI CAL “IN TU ITION” 
CON FIRMED

In the year 2000, Mother Paul-Ma rie
had de vel oped the thought that Pope
John Paul II was ac com plish ing his fruit ful
pon tif i cate im bued with the spirit of John
the Apos tle. She wrote in Le Royaume of
March-April 2000 these el o quent words
which speak for them selves:

What light and what glory for the earth
this Pope John Paul II is, he who pos -
sesses the spirit of John, the Apos tle so 
loved by Je sus, and who is the con tem -
po rary Apos tle so loved by Mary to
whom he has given his life: ‘’Totus Tuus’
(‘All for You’). (“The King dom”, no. 139, p. 5)
In the course of the month of April last,

that is to say, six years later, as ton ish ingly, 
Pope Ben e dict XVI con firmed the mys ti cal 
in tu ition of what our Found ress had writ -
ten con cern ing Pope John Paul II. The
pas sage that fol lows bears wit ness to this:

Ben e dict XVI sees in John Paul II the
im age of the “be loved dis ci ple who
stood un der  the cross with Mary”. In
fact, the Pope em pha sized the Mar ian
di men sion of John Paul II’s life. (Zenit,
Fr. ed., April 3, 2006)
The Pope said: 
We might say that among the Apos tles,
he, the Suc ces sor of Pe ter, su premely
im i tated John the “be loved dis ci ple”,
who stood un der the Cross with Mary at 
the mo ment of the Re deemer’s aban don -
ment and death. (Hom ily on the an ni ver sa -
ry of Pope John Paul II’s death, April 3, 2006)
So John Paul II came to pre pare the

com post in which the Church of John will
ger mi nate. Ma rie-Paule had first pre -
dicted it. And the pres ent Pope con firms it.

THE CHURCH OF JOHN 
WILL FOS TER ECU ME NISM

The Church of John which, on Sep tem -
ber 17, 2006, was launched at Spiri-Maria
through the ap point ment by di vine will of
Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, will see  all the peo ples 
and all re li gions be ing brought to gether,
for it is with the spirit of John that the ec u -
men i cal bonds will need to be wo ven. The
Apos tle John has this great power of be ing 
able to open hearts, if we be lieve what the
Pa tri arch Athenagoras said, in a man ner
that was most cer tainly in spired, “John is
at the ba sis of our loft i est spir i tu al ity. The
si lent ones, for hav ing fol lowed in his wake,
know the mys te ri ous ex change of hearts.
By in vok ing John, their heart opens.” (Vat i -
can In for ma tion Ser vice, Fr. ed., June 5, 2006) 

Un der the im pe tus of the Lady of All
Peo ples, the Church of John, last Sep tem -
ber 17, has opened the doors of the re -
newed Church to us, the doors of that
com mu nity of love for which hearts have
longed for such a long time. Long live the
Church of John!

Jeannine T.-Blanchette




