Spiri-Maria, Saturday, Seplember 9 and 16, 20006 — Solemen Ceremonies in Honor of the Trivmph of the Cross

THE TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS

On the occasion of the liturgical celebration of the
feast of the Triumph of the Cross, the patronal feast day
of the Army of Mary, special ceremonies were held at the
Eucharistic and Marian Center Spiri-Maria on the two
weekends surrounding September 14, that is to say, on

September 9-10 and 16-17.

Saturday’s program, set under the theme of the “Tri-
umph of the Cross™, presented a solemn Way of the

The morning began with
Father Victor Rizzi extend-
ing, on behalf of Mother Paul-
Marie, a cordial welcome to
all our members who came
from various Canadian prov-
inces, the United States and
France. He reminded us that
if we were celebrating on this
day the triumph of the cross,
“we must also follow the pain-
ful cross”, and he announced
the program for the forenoon:
a “Way of the Cross adapted
‘for this time which is our

time’.

THE WAY OF THE CROSS

This Way of the Cross set,
side by side, the Passion of
the Redeemer with that of the
Co-Redemptrix. As Raoul
Auclair mentioned in his pref-
ace to Life of Love, there is
configuration between the
Redemption and the Co-Re-
demption, as we can see
from the stages of Marie-
Paule’s life.

Father Maurice Péloquin
led the Way of the Cross, the
text of which was drawn from
the publications of the Work
and from the Gospel. Before
each station was an-
nounced, a young man or a
young woman solemnly car-
riedin atableau representing
that station and, in the sanc-
tuary, presented it for the
veneration of the faithful, dur-
ing the time of the meditation
for that station.

The meditations were
read by different couples: the
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Spiri-Maria, September 16, 2006 - The young men and young

Cross bringing together Redemption and Co-Redemp-
tion. The program, prepared following an original idea
of Sister Micheline Hupé, was captivating and experi-
enced as a true prayer that revitalizes our strength so
that we may continue on our way, following the Re-
deemer and the Co-Redemptrix. Here then is the unfold-
ing of the days of prayer for Saturday, September 9 and
16, the program of which was more or less the same.
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ladies who carried in the fourteen stations of the way of the
cross during the morning program.

man commented the Re-
deemer’s Way of the Cross
while the assembly contem-
plated the tableau of that sta-
tion, after which his wife read
a text concerning the Pas-
sion of the Co-Redemptrix.

“Every mystical Work has
points in which it configures
with the Passion of Christ,”
our Foundress wrote. “ ‘If
anyone wants to be a fol-
lower of mine, let him re-
nounce himself and take up
his cross every day and fol-
low me’ (Lk 9:23). The more a
soul abandons itself to the
holy will of Christ and the
more it seeks to give itself for
humanity, the more it is con-
figured with Christ's Pas-
sion.”

This was all the more true
for Marie-Paule who could
affirm: “Since my childhood,
my love for Jesus has been
so strong that | have never

made but one request, envel-
oping Himin tenderness: that
of taking His place on the
Cross.

“Now, for us poor humans,
realizing such a design
means not only accepting all
the restraints, all the blows
and every sort of a trial, while
abandoning oneself to His
will, but it also means turning
to all our brothers and sisters
in love, with no turning back
to oneself, in total giving,
constantly oblivious of self in
order to think only of the good
of others, adversaries or
friends.”

Marie-Paule’'s way of the
cross had been announced
to her by the Lord in 1958,
when He predicted to her that
she would be crucified (by
His priests) and that her des-
tiny would be linked to that of
Mary, His Mother: “It is you,
my child, who suffer my Pas-

sion and who, in the name of
my beloved Mother, will give
Christ back to the world.” (Life
of Love, vol. 1, p. 334)

This is so true that Marie-
Paule will not cease to repeat
that she is the “instrument”,
or the “zero”, through which
Mary passes to accomplish
her Work. “It is the Father,”
wrote Marie-Paule, “who
gives Mary the world which
she comes to reconquer in
order to give it to her Son,
Christ the King. And it is
through her instrument or
handmaid, who seeks to be
docile, that she will again be
able to actualize her plan of
love.”

Marie-Paule’s destiny is
so inextricably tied in with
that of Mary that, upon an or-
der from Heaven, each vol-
ume of Life of Love begins
with these words of Simeon
to Mary: “And a sword will
pierce your own soul too — so
that the secret thoughts of
many may be laid bare.” (Lk
2:35)

These words prefigured
the manner in which the cru-
cifixion of the handmaid
would take place, in the im-
age of that of Christ: “To the
crucified body of the Re-
deemer corresponds the
pierced soul of the Co-
Redemptrix. Just as the Lord
allowed His Body to be cruci-
fied, so too the Lady has let
her soul be pierced. Thus the
sword, like the cross, be-
comes a symbol of victory.”



(Excerpt from the dialogue of recep-
tion of the Knights of the Lady)

That is what the Heart
pierced by the sword, en-
cased in the altar of the Holy
Sacrifice in the chapel of
Spiri-Maria, wishes to recall
to us, that symbol par excel-
lence of a Love that gives of
itself totally.

We should also indicate
that this Way of the Cross
was punctuated by a few
hymns interpreted by the
Choir of the Immaculate, in-
cluding “Marie et le Prétre”
[Mary and the Priest], “Le Cru-
cifix” and “Coeur transpercé
pour nous” [Heart pierced for
us], all of which helped each
one to meditate and adore
Godin His mysteries.

AFTERNOON PROGRAM

The afternoon program
consisted of a Eucharistic
and Marian hour on the

theme of love; it was followed
by Mass.

On September 9, the
Eucharistic celebration was
presided over by Father
Bruno Ruel who concele-
brated with 20 confreres,
while on September 16, Fa-
ther Eric Roy presided, as-
sisted by 22 concelebrants.

Ceremony of the Taking of the
Habit and the Entry of a Postulant

On September 16, a cere-
mony of reception in the
Community of the Sons and
Daughters of Mary was
added to the Mass: Andrée-
Anne Caron, from St.-Ulric,
took the habit of the Daugh-
ters of Mary, and Emmanuel
Gaudreault Raymond, from
Laval, committed himself as
a postulantin the Community
ofthe Sons of Mary.
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The taking of
the habit by
Andrée-Anne
Caron,
accompanied by
her parents,
Yolande and
Alain Caron,

of St.-Ulric.

Commitment

as a postulant
by Emmanuel
Gaudreault
Raymond,

of Laval,

son of Ginette
and Jean-Marcel
Gaudreault.





