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The Church of John pro fesses its faith in the Re demp -
tion and the Co-Re demp tion. Fa ther Pi erre Mastro-
pietro, whose par tic u lar role was con firmed by Heaven
no ta bly on De cem ber 27, 2001, ex plains that the Work
of the Co-Re demp tion is a per fect con fig u ra tion of the
Work of the Re demp tion.

CON FIG U RA TION
RE DEMP TION – CO-RE DEMP TION

“All of this to show, my child, that there was Trin ity, and to
prove once more that there is re in car na tion.” (Life of Love, vol. I,
chap. 53, p. 335)

In the light of the events which have marked for so many
years the life of the Found ress of the Army of Mary, a good
part of which have been re counted in the au to bio graph i cal
work of Life of Love, these words of Je sus to Ma rie-
Paule on May 5, 1958, take on a spe cial prom i nence
in this time of the end in which is fi nally be ing re -
vealed the ful fill ment of the mys tery of the Co-Re -
demp tion.

Like a star shin ing in the night of this time to
guide the cho sen Peo ple to wards the full Light 
of the King dom, still to day and to the end of
the times,these mys te ri ous words of the Lord 
to the hand maid are be ing pre sented to us in
a very spe cial way for our con tem pla tion, so
that we may adore the Tri une God in His in -
ef fa ble mys tery of love.

This mys tery by means of which God is
bring ing to per fec tion His sav ing Work at the 
dawn ing of this new day is at one and the
same time the con clu sion and the com ple -
ment to the en tire mys tery of the Cross and,
above all, the in dis pens able key to a better
un der stand ing of the signs of the times which
are be ing ac com plished un der the re gard of
God and men. And it is to the hand maid cho sen
to ac com plish the di vine plan of love that Heaven
has en trusted this key, so that she may open to us all 
the gates of the King dom.

Even if it is im pos si ble here to fathom the in fi nite gran -
deur of the mys tery con cealed in Je sus’ words to Ma rie-
Paule, it is nev er the less per mis si ble to hope to al ready be
able to raise a small cor ner of the veil, in or der to gain a better
knowl edge of the foun da tion stone cho sen by the Tri une God
and Mary Im mac u late for the en tire Work of the Co-Re demp -
tion. And this stone, af ter the fash ion of the one for the Re -
demp tion which is Christ, will con tinue to be a source of as ton -
ish ment, to the amaze ment of some and the scan dal of oth -
ers.

The mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion which we have been
given an op por tu nity to dis cover by read ing Life of Love is
much more than the sim ple story of the life of a gen er ous soul
blessed with ex traor di nary graces and charisms. By a mys te -
ri ous de sign of Prov i dence, Ma rie-Paule was cho sen by God
and by the Im mac u late to col lab o rate with their united ac tion,
for the re al iza tion of the eter nal mys tery of sal va tion. She is
com plet ing in her flesh, in a unique, superem i nent and uni ver -
sal way, the Work of the Co-Re demp tion, in or der to of fer to
God, through the pierced Im mac u late Heart, re deemed hu -
man ity and to give Christ back to the world.

This mys tery of in ti mate con fig u ra tion of Ma rie-Paule’s life
with Je sus’ life is ech oed in a mul ti tude of pas sages in Life of
Love, re veal ing sim i lar i ties to us which can not be the re sult of
pure chance or of some sort of in ge nu ity or hu man will, no
mat ter how art ful it might be. Life of Love is the Work of God
and of the Lady of All Peo ples.

The nu mer ous graces of con ver sion and of new-found or
re newed fer vor ob tained to this day through the read ing of Life 
of Love abound and bear wit ness to the au then tic ity of this
Work and of the grace at tached to it. They also bear wit ness,
first and fore most, to the un con di tional obe di ence, the in de -
struc ti ble hu mil ity and the per fect char ity of the hand maid
who, for love of God and so that the great est num ber of souls
might en ter His beau ti ful Heaven one day, ac cepted to live
with out any com pro mise or con di tions, fol low ing the path of
com plete re nun ci a tion and con tin u ous hu man op po si tion to
the end, with out re fus ing to drink the bit ter chal ice of con -

tempt, cal umny and ha tred held out to her so of ten by the very
hand of so many ec cle si as tics.

The out stand ing events of Ma rie-Paule’s life, which it
would be ap pro pri ate to go into in greater depth at a later date,
were nei ther pre med i tated nor sought af ter by the hand maid,
but they were willed and placed in the fore front by the Lord
Him self. These events, even though they could ap pear to be
quite or di nary and even com mon place in the eyes of some,
are nev er the less all marked with the sign of God and the ex -
pres sion of His love.

At this time when all things have been ac com plished in the
hand maid’s life for the Co-Re demp tion, we must, now more
than ever, open our hearts to lis ten to the Lord’s voice as He
in vites all of us to be open to and to con tem plate the mys tery,
or rather, the mys ter ies en closed within His very words given

to Ma rie-Paule on May 5, 1958: “All of this to show, my
child, that there was Trin ity, and to prove once more

that there is re in car na tion.” 
If the one God in three Per sons, in His in fi nite

wis dom and good ness, willed to mark with the
seal of His pres ence and His love all of cre -
ation, even to the in fi nitely small at the cen ter
of the atom, how could He not, and with even
greater rea son, leave the in del i ble sign of
His un chang ing pres ence and of His om nip -
o tence in the life and mys tery of the One
whom He in cluded from all eter nity in the
plan of Cre ation and to whom He en trusted,
in a unique, superem i nent and per fect man -
ner, the re al iza tion of the in ef fa ble and uni -
ver sal mys tery of the re gen er a tion of re -
deemed hu man ity?

So many events in Ma rie-Paule’s life nar -
rated in Life of Love will have to be stud ied in

greater depth some day in the light of this Trin i -
tar ian love, in or der to gain a better un der stand -

ing of the mean ing of the mys tery that is be ing
ac com plished in Ma rie-Paule in whom the Im -

mac u late be came re in car nate to make of her the
Daugh ter of the Im mac u late and who must live to the

full the Pas sion of Christ on be half of His be loved Mother.
We may be per mit ted to ask our selves just how far the mys -

tery of the con fig u ra tion and com mu nion  to Je sus’ evan gel i -
cal life can go in Ma rie-Paule’s life. Through Life of Love, we
know that the Vir gin Mary chose her in stru ment to bring to its
re al iza tion the di vine plan of love which is the Co-Re demp -
tion. We also know that so many of the events re counted in the 
au to bio graph i cal ac count of the hand maid are an echo of the
very life of the suf fer ing Ser vant as nar rated in the Gos pel.

But, to re ply as ad e quately as pos si ble to this ques tion,
namely, just how far the con fig u ra tion goes, one would need,
first of all, in or der to ini ti ate and then deepen our re flec tion, to
seek to es tab lish in it a few foun da tions, to set a few points of
ref er ence all along its mys te ri ous un veil ing in Life of Love.

The few points pre sented up to this point have just barely
touched upon the sub ject mat ter which is still to be com pletely
med i tated upon and deep ened. And it is only through an at -
ten tive re read ing of each sen tence said by the Lord or the Vir -
gin Mary to Ma rie-Paule in Life of Love, in the light of the Gos -
pel, that we, in turn, will be able to con tem plate a lit tle better
this mys tery of love and thus drink from this spring of liv ing wa -
ter that pours forth from the Eucharistic Heart of Christ and
from the Im mac u late in Ma rie-Paule.

That is why it is per mis si ble to think that the sen tence given
by the Lord to Ma rie-Paule on May 5, 1958: “All of this to show, 
my child, that there was Trin ity, and to prove once more that
there is re in car na tion,” con tains within its words the seal and
the key to the whole of the di vine and Mar ian mys tery to be
found in Life of Love.

It is up to God and to the Im mac u late to break this seal, at
their hour and in the man ner they wish, and to pro vide the key
that will open our in tel li gence and our heart to an un der stand -
ing of this mys te ri ous con fig u ra tion ex pressed in Life of Love.

If it is clear that the Im mac u late be came in car nate a first
time in Mary of Naz a reth for the Re demp tion, it is just as clear,
for most of the Knights of Mary, that She be came in car nate a
sec ond time in Mother Paul-Ma rie for the Co-Re demp tion.

This hav ing been said, the cor re spon dence be tween the
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life of the hand maid and that of the suf fer ing Ser vant is also
just as strik ing when we com pare Life of Love to the Gos pel,
the Lord Him self hav ing brought out the fact that Ma rie-Paule
was cho sen by the Mother of God to re live her Son’s Pas sion.
The many pas sages re lat ing to the re al ity of the christification
and the divinization of the hand maid prove that her “yes” to
the Fa ther’s will is au then tic and cor re sponds to Je sus’ “yes”
to the Fa ther.

By ac com plish ing in her flesh the Work of the Co-Re demp -
tion with a view to the King dom, on earth as in heaven, Ma rie-
Paule has brought to per fec tion the Fa ther’s plan of love. In a
cer tain way, she is the in stru ment and the link which hence -
forth joins to gether heaven and earth for the joy and sal va tion
of re deemed hu man ity. She is also and first and fore most, for
us who are the mar vel ing ben e fi cia ries saved in hope, the tan -
gi ble sign of the indissociable unity and the per fect com mu -
nion of love ex ist ing in the di vine Quinternity. We have no
choice but to note that the mys tery of Life of Love seems to be
just as indissociable from Christ’s mys tery as it is from that of
the Im mac u late.

Is not this short re flec tion a sim ple con crete echo of the

deep call ing to which must re spond and cor re spond ev ery re -
li gious soul wish ing to be fully united to the Body of Christ and
be come a liv ing copy of Mary? If ev ery soul of good will is
called upon to par tic i pate in, with the grace of God and the as -
sis tance of the Im mac u late, the mys tery of its own sanc ti fi ca -
tion, immaculization, christification and divinization, why then
should we not be lieve it also pos si ble that, through a spe cial
grace for the pur pose of a sav ing, unique and uni ver sal mis -
sion, Heaven could not have as so ci ated to it self, in a to tal and
per fect man ner, the soul of the One who, as the Lady of All
Peo ples, must re al ize in her flesh the Work of the Co-Re -
demp tion?

By ac cept ing in Mary’s name to live Je sus’ Pas sion, Ma rie-
Paule ac cepted, at the same time, to give Christ back to the
world and to of fer re deemed hu man ity to the Im mac u late.
May the gift and the to tal of fer ing of her life bear in each one of
us all its fruit, so that our “yes” joined with hers, com pletely
and out of love, will bring us to live each day a lit tle more –
through her, with her and in her – with Je sus and Mary in the
Heart and the Love of the Fa ther.

Fa ther Pi erre Mastropietro

On the oc ca sion of the li tur gi cal cel e bra tion of the
feast of the Tri umph of the Cross, the patronal feast day
of the Army of Mary, spe cial cer e mo nies were held at the 
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria on the two
week ends sur round ing Sep tem ber 14, that is to say, on
Sep tem ber 9-10 and 16-17.

Sat ur day’s pro gram, set un der the theme of the “Tri -
umph of the Cross”, pre sented a sol emn Way of the

Cross bring ing to gether Re demp tion and Co-Re demp -
tion. The pro gram, pre pared fol low ing an orig i nal idea
of Sis ter Micheline Hupé, was cap ti vat ing and ex pe ri -
enced as a true prayer that re vi tal izes our strength so
that we may con tinue on our way, fol low ing the Re -
deemer and the Co-Redemptrix. Here then is the un fold -
ing of the days of prayer for Sat ur day, Sep tem ber 9 and
16, the pro gram of which was more or less the same.

The morn ing be gan with
Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi ex tend -
ing, on be half of Mother Paul-
Ma rie, a cor dial wel come to
all our mem bers who came
from var i ous Ca na dian prov -
inces, the United States and
France. He re minded us that
if we were cel e brat ing on this
day the tri umph of the cross,
“we must also fol low the pain -
ful cross”, and he an nounced 
the pro gram for the fore noon: 
a “Way of the Cross adapted
‘for this time which is our
time’.” 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
This Way of the Cross set,

side by side, the Pas sion of
the Re deemer with that of the 
Co-Redemptrix. As Raoul
Auclair men tioned in his pref -
ace to Life of Love, there is
con fig u ra tion be tween the
Re demp tion and the Co-Re -
demp tion, as we can see
from the stages of Ma rie-
Paule’s life.

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin
led the Way of the Cross, the
text of which was drawn from
the pub li ca tions of the Work
and from the Gos pel. Be fore
each sta tion was an -
nounced, a young man or a
young woman sol emnly car -
ried in a tab leau rep re sent ing 
that sta tion and, in the sanc -
tu ary, pre sented it for the
ven er a tion of the faithful, dur -
ing the time of the med i ta tion
for that sta tion.

The med i ta tions were
read by dif fer ent cou ples: the

sion and who, in the name of
my be loved Mother, will give
Christ back to the world.” (Life
of Love, vol. I, p. 334)

This is so true that Ma rie-
Paule will not cease to re peat 
that she is the “in stru ment”,
or the “zero”, through which
Mary passes to ac com plish
her Work. “It is the Fa ther,”
wrote Ma rie-Paule, “who
gives Mary the world which
she co mes to re con quer in
or der to give it to her Son,
Christ the King. And it is
through her in stru ment or
hand maid, who seeks to be
doc ile, that she will again be
able to ac tu al ize her plan of
love.”

Ma rie-Paule’s des tiny is
so in ex tri ca bly tied in with
that of Mary that, upon an or -
der from Heaven, each vol -
ume of Life of Love be gins
with these words of Sim eon
to Mary: “And a sword will
pierce your own soul too – so
that the se cret thoughts of
many may be laid bare.” (Lk
2:35)

These words pre fig ured
the man ner in which the cru -
ci fix ion of the hand maid
would take place, in the im -
age of that of Christ: “To the
cru ci fied body of the Re -
deemer cor re sponds the
pierced soul of the Co-
Redemptrix. Just as the Lord
al lowed His Body to be cru ci -
fied, so too the Lady has let
her soul be pierced. Thus the
sword, like the cross, be -
comes a sym bol of vic tory.”

Spiri-Maria, Sep tem ber 16, 2006 - The young men and young
la dies who car ried in the four teen sta tions of the way of the
cross dur ing the morn ing program.

man com mented the Re -
deemer’s Way of the Cross
while the as sem bly con tem -
plated the tab leau of that sta -
tion, af ter which his wife read
a text con cern ing the Pas -
sion of the Co-Redemptrix.

“Ev ery mys ti cal Work has
points in which it configures
with the Pas sion of Christ,”
our Found ress wrote. “ ‘If
any one wants to be a fol -
lower of mine, let him re -
nounce him self and take up
his cross ev ery day and fol -
low me’ (Lk 9:23). The more a
soul aban dons it self to the
holy will of Christ and the
more it seeks to give it self for
hu man ity, the more it is con -
fig ured with Christ’s Pas -
sion.”

This was all the more true
for Ma rie-Paule who could
af firm: “Since my child hood,
my love for Je sus has been
so strong that I have never

made but one re quest, en vel -
op ing Him in ten der ness: that 
of tak ing His place on the
cross. 

“Now, for us poor hu mans, 
re al iz ing such a de sign
means not only ac cept ing all
the re straints, all the blows
and ev ery sort of a trial, while
aban don ing one self to His
will, but it also means turn ing
to all our broth ers and sis ters
in love, with no turn ing back
to one self, in to tal giv ing,
con stantly obliv i ous of self in
or der to think only of the good 
of oth ers, ad ver sar ies or
friends.”

Ma rie-Paule’s way of the
cross had been an nounced
to her by the Lord in 1958,
when He pre dicted to her that 
she would be cru ci fied (by
His priests) and that her des -
tiny would be linked to that of
Mary, His Mother: “It is you,
my child, who suf fer my Pas -


