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Con tro versy Pro voked by
a First Mar riage

at Spiri-Maria (con tin ued)
In the pre ced ing is sue of the pa per,

we pub lished the let ter His Exc. Arch -
bishop Terrence Prendergast ad -
dressed to Fa ther Denis Laprise on July 
7, 2006, af ter this lat ter had cel e -
brated the mar riage of his nephew
Jean-Ga briel Michaud with Ma rie-
Hélène Têtu. We also pub lished the let -
ters sent to Arch bishop Prendergast by 
Fa ther Denis, by the par ents of the
young spouses, Guylaine and Roger
Michaud, and Ma rie and Alain Têtu,
and by the spouses them selves.

On Au gust 15, 2006, Arch bishop
Prendergast wrote to the new ly weds
as well as to their par ents. We are re -
pro duc ing here these let ters (the let ter 
ad dressed to Ma rie and Alain Têtu is
sim i lar to the one ad dressed to
Guylaine and Roger Michaud). They
will be fol lowed by a com men tary

from Fa ther Eric Roy in which he sets out the rea sons that led to the cel e bra tion
of this first mar riage at Spiri-Maria.

Let ter of Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J, 
to Ma rie-Hélène and Jean-Ga briel Michaud

So lem nity of the As sump tion of Mary
Hal i fax, Au gust 15, 2006

Dear Young Peo ple,

I read the let ter you sent me af ter hav ing been “united, be fore God, June 10,
2006, in the cha pel of the Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria at
Lac-Etchemin”, as you your selves wrote.

The in for ma tion that was given you con cern ing your com mit ment was cer -
tainly not ad e quate since it led you to an ac tion that is in valid, un for tu -
nately. Fur ther more, per sons in whom you had le git i mately placed your
trust pro vided you with means of tak ing an ac tion which is harm ful to you
in your jour ney of faith, by in tro duc ing a false con tra dic tion be tween the
laws of God and the laws of the Church.

The no ble ideal of mar ried life which you de scribe and which you wish to
pur sue is a beau ti ful and great chal lenge. For bap tized per sons, the grace of
the sac ra ment of mar riage rep re sents the ef fec tive as sis tance of God’s love
to help them travel along this of ten dif fi cult road.

A shadow has been cast over the happy event of the com mit ment of your
love by the un for tu nate con duct of third par ties who, more than you do, bear 
its re spon si bil ity. I en cour age you to meet with a pas tor of the Cath o lic
Church who will be able to help you in an ap pro pri ate way to leave be hind
you what can only lead to a spir i tual im passe.

Dear young peo ple, I am well aware that you may have to take cou ra geous
ac tions. Be as sured that I keep you in my prayer.

Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Arch bishop of Hal i fax
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of Mary

Sub lime Mo ments!
Sunday, Sep tem ber 17, 2006: of fi cial ap -

point ment and sol emn com mit ment of Pa -
dre Jean-Pi erre.

Sub lime mo ments! It was as though one
could now hear the “new hymn of the re -
deemed of the earth”.

Our de ter mi na tion: To fol low the Lamb
wher ever He goes.  I BE LIEVE!

Benoît Lan dry

Path of Love That Gives 
With out Mea sure

Dear Fa ther Pi erre
or rather, Dear Pa dre Jean-Pi erre,

From one cer e mony to the next, we al -
ways have the im pres sion of ar riv ing at a
sum mit that it will be im pos si ble to sur pass, 
and yet, yes ter day, we reached a new sum -
mit that filled our soul with a pro found ad o -
ra tion of the Wis dom, Mercy and in fi nite
Good ness of God. Yes, His plan of love is
more than ador able. It was re ally most ap -
pro pri ate to crown it all with the sub lime Te
Deum. What an excellent idea it was to have
asked all the priests to turn to wards the
Blessed Sac ra ment at that so very sol emn
mo ment. Yes, to God all glory, praise and
honor!

The cer e mony of in ves ti ture which made
of you the Fa ther of the Church of John with
the very beau ti ful name of Pa dre Jean-Pi -
erre filled me with won der be cause of its
great sim plic ity, its lofty dig nity, the har mo -
ni ous un fold ing of the dif fer ent parts of the
rit ual, the re spect ful si lence that reigned in
the cha pel. I can not find the words to ex -
press what I ex pe ri enced. It was truly di -
vine.

As a dis tinc tive sign you re ceived the
gold Mi rac u lous Medal. How beau ti ful that
was and how re ally ap pro pri ate it is for the
pas tor of the Church of John. Your motto, so
con cise and so sim ple, is the most pow er ful: 
“I BE LIEVE!” In two words ev ery thing has
been said with re gard to your faith con cern -
ing the mys tery of the Re demp tion and of
the Co-Re demp tion.  Your faith strength ens
and re as sures us. And what can be said of
the rit ual of the giv ing of the ring, the most
touch ing mo ment of all. Who better than
your mother could give you that ring, bor -
row ing the fa mous words from the mother
of a pope: “If I had not had this ring, you
would never have had that one”? The hand -
ing over of the key, the sol emn en try of the
sym bol of the Church of John so well rep re -
sented on your coat of arms... Fi nally, ev ery -
thing had such a rich and deep mean ing
that it gives us food for med i ta tion for a
very long time.

It is the first time that I make a leap into
the un known with as much con fi dence. And 
here are the rea sons why: God is guid ing ev -
ery thing and that fact is so pal pa ble. Fur -
ther more, our dear Mother has never de -
ceived us. And par don me for say ing this to
you in all hon esty: the fact that the di vine
choice fell upon you who, for so many years,
have been formed by the cross, also impels
me to have con fi dence. And if Ma rie-Paule
tells us that the dis tance be tween Heaven
and earth seems now to be so min i mal, well
it can be said that yes ter day Heaven was on
earth. Yes, Heaven vis ited earth sim ply, har -
mo ni ously, with out any ex al ta tion what so -
ever. On the con trary, ev ery thing led us in -
stead to rec ol lec tion and ad o ra tion.

Dear Fa ther Pi erre, as I cel e brated Holy
Mass this morn ing, when we pray for the
Holy Fa ther, I also named you in my heart
and I will al ways do so, hop ing that one day
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I will be able to do so out loud. Yes, I will
make it my duty to pray for you daily. I also
pray so that each one of us, Sons of Mary,
may be a con so la tion for your heart of a Fa -
ther. May we all walk along the path set out
for us by our dear Mother, a path of love
that gives with out mea sure. I also count on
your good prayers, that I may be faith ful to
the end... and to the point of mar tyr dom, if
nec es sary.

I bow with joy and grat i tude be fore your
hand in bless ing as the Fa ther of the Church 
of John.
Sept. 18, 2006 Fa ther Carl Beaupré

Ev ery thing Is So Beau ti ful 
and Sim ple With God!

What a beau ti ful week end! It was be yond 
any thing we could have imag ined: sim plic -
ity, beauty, re peat edly touch ing, es pe cially
the mo ment of ma ter nal ten der ness with
the giv ing of the ring, a mo ment marked by
Heaven in which the di vine was hu manly
pal pa ble. The sim plic ity of the event and at
the same time the gran deur of that mo ment 
de lighted my soul. Heaven never re peats it -
self and it never cop ies the Works it has al -
ready done.

The fig ure of the spir i tual Fa ther of the
Church of John is a new au thor ity of the re -
newed Church, but not an im i ta tion of the
past. Ev ery thing is turned to wards the fu -
ture while at the same time pre serv ing the
her i tage of Christ and of His pearl that is
the Church of Pe ter, but this event opens
new ho ri zons and lu mi nous per spec tives.
The Church of Pe ter has been re newed in di -
vine Love. I am amazed when I con sider the
di vine ped a gogy, how God pre pares us
gently, slowly but surely, to ad vance to wards
the sum mits of the su per nat u ral. Ev ery -
thing is so beau ti ful and sim ple with God!

I would like to put in my lit tle cha pel the
coat of arms “I be lieve!”, for we too be lieve,
in the wake of Pa dre Jean-Pi erre. The ring
was the most touch ing mo ment for me, for I 
like so much the bond that was made with
the mother and the words of Fa ther Pi erre’s
mother, words re call ing the very beau ti ful
re flec tion made by the mother of a saint.
What di vine ma ter nal ten der ness in all of
that, which shows the link be tween the
priest hood and the mother who de pos ited
the seed of it and fe cun dated it through her
life of ob la tion. This ges ture also, while re -
spect ing the place of each one in the roles
they will have within the Church of John,
dem on strates the im por tance of the fam ily
and the sub lime ness of the ma ter nal vo ca -
tion of lead ing the souls the Lord has en -
trusted to her and guid ing her chil dren to
ac com plish God’s will in their life. I can well
imag ine the emo tion felt by Mrs. Mastro-
pietro.

I am so happy to have been able to par -
tic i pate in such an his tor i cal mo ment. I do
not know how to ex plain all the su per nat u -
ral love that over came me as I thought of
Fa ther Pi erre. Ma rie-Paule told me, some
ten years ago, that it is from the clash of
ideas that light bursts forth and, af ter hav -
ing said very of ten the lit tle prayer she
asked me to say in the dark est “nights” –
“My God, I want what you want” –, I can say
how happy I am of the bond I feel with our
Pa dre of the Church of John.

While we were pre par ing for Mass last
Sunday, I had thought of ask ing Pa dre Jean-
Pi erre for his bless ing for all the Sons of
Mary pres ent and ab sent, sens ing just how
much this unique mo ment es tab lished a su -
per nat u ral bond be tween all of us. I did not

Let ter from His Exc. Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
to the par ents of the new ly weds: Guylaine and Roger Michaud

Ma rie and Alain Têtu (sim i lar let ter)

So lem nity of the As sump tion of Mary
Hal i fax, Au gust 15, 2006

Sir, Madam,

I read the let ter you sent me fol low ing the mar riage of your son Jean-Ga -
briel Michaud with Ma rie-Hélène Têtu last June 10 at Spiri-Maria.
Un for tu nately, this mar riage was not per formed ac cord ing to the rites of the 
Cath o lic Church, rites which are re quired for the va lid ity of the sac ra ment
of mar riage. To de clare that the young spouses, af ter hav ing been in formed, 
“took the de ci sion to fol low their path ac cord ing to the laws of God” is like
say ing that the Church’s laws do not come from God.
Ob vi ously the young spouses do not have the theo log i cal or ca non i cal for -
ma tion or the proper per spec tive of his tory re quired to eval u ate, in the
truth, all the el e ments at stake in this sit u a tion. If it is af firmed that they
acted freely and in good faith, then we can only de plore the fact that this
beau ti ful pro ject and their good in ten tion were led astray by an en tou rage
and di rec tors who mis led them.
In this sit u a tion we can see that the young spouses were im prop erly coun -
selled and that they were given, wrongly, the means to act out side ecclesial
com mu nion. Those who acted in this man ner bear a much greater re spon si -
bil ity than the young spouses who are more the vic tims of the mis con duct
of oth ers.
With all pos si ble care and thought ful ness and for the good of their spir i tual
life, it is nec es sary that the young spouses be in formed of the whole truth
with re gard to what hap pened at Lac-Etchemin last June 10.
Hop ing that you will give to this let ter the thought it re quires, un der the in -
flu ence of the Holy Spirit who is the source of unity within the Church, I as -
sure you of my prayer for you and the young spouses.

Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Arch bishop of Hal i fax
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner for the Sons of Mary

Fa ther Eric Roy’s Com ments Fol low ing 
His Exc. Arch bishop Prendergast’s Let ters 

to the Spouses and Their Par ents

A DIS CON CERT ING SO LIC I TUDE
As we read the let ters ad dressed to the

new ly weds and to their re spec tive par -
ents, we can only ask our selves what
Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast’s real
so lic i tude is with re gard to the mem bers of 
the Work. He casts the fault upon the
shoul ders of third par ties who, ac cord ing
to him, would have given the young
spouses the means to act out side
ecclesial com mu nion, loudly pro claim ing
for all to hear, the mis con duct of these
per sons. Was his ges ture of re fusal just
to wards the spouses who ex pressed the
de sire to be united be fore God? Was Fa -
ther Denis in ca pa ble or un fit, to the point
of re fus ing him per mis sion to bless the
mar riage of these two young peo ple? We
can only re ply to these two ques tions by
ask ing a third ques tion: In what way does
Arch bishop Prendergast ex er cise his so -
lic i tude for souls?

THE TRUTH THAT IS THE STUM BLING BLOCK
It is sur pris ing that Arch bishop

Prendergast can not seem to re al ize that
he him self is the one who un justly brought
about this whole sit u a tion. It would never
have come about, in fact, if a real de sire
for unity had formed the ba sis of his un der -
tak ings. The per son who is re ally look ing
for unity does not re fuse le git i mate re -
quests, and he who is re ally seek ing unity 
seeks also, and above all, the truth. Now,
the truth has not been Arch bishop
Prendergast’s main con cern, as much in
this last ep i sode as dur ing the ful fill ing of
his man date with the Sons of Mary and the 
Work in gen eral. We have had the proof of
this so many times.

There fore, we can ask our selves the
fol low ing ques tion: What then is this truth
that fright ens, that par a lyzes Arch bishop
Prendergast and so many other re li gious
au thor i ties be fore him? It is to see and
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then to ac cept that God passes and
wishes to pass by means of un fath om able
paths that are not the paths we would
choose... It is to re al ize that He is the Mas -
ter of His Church, and that His di vine plan
has no need of the ap proval of the au thor i -
ties of the time. In the his tory of the
Church, the same thing hap pened at the
time of the Re demp tion, and it is the same
thing today in this time of the Co-Re demp -
tion. In all hon esty, it is the mys tery of the
Co-Re demp tion that fright ens them...,
and yet this is the mys tery of Unity par ex -
cel lence, for it is a mys tery of love, of the
so lic i tude of God for the men and women
of all peo ples; it is the Truth for our time.

THE LAWS OF GOD AND THE LAWS OF THE
CHURCH

Arch bishop Prendergast ac cuses us of
hav ing in tro duced a con tra dic tion be -
tween the laws of God and the laws of the
Church. But, as far as we are con cerned,
there re ally is no con tra dic tion be tween
the laws of God and the laws of the
Church. On the other hand, that does not
pre vent the au thor i ties from be ing able to

act un justly even when it is a mat ter of ap -
ply ing the laws of the Church, nor does it
pre vent God from act ing as He sees fit
and when He wants. And that is what we
be lieve took place in the se ries of events
lead ing to the first mar riage at the
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-
Maria. The au thor i ties, and par tic u larly
Arch bishop Prendergast, acted un justly,
for their part, in the re fusal given the
spouses and Fa ther Denis Laprise. And
we do be lieve that this mar riage was well
and truly in God’s plan.

In spite of all the au thor i ties can and
will con tinue to say, we are con vinced that 
on that blessed day of June 10, 2006, God 
gen er ously gave His grace to two young
spouses so that, through the ex am ple of
their mar ried life, they may be an au then -
tic sign of unity and love within His Church
of Love! 

With the Vir gin Mary, the Lady of All
Peo ples, and all the heav enly court, let us
give thanks to God; to Him all glory and
honor for ever and ever!

Aug. 29, 2006 Fr. Eric Roy, O.FF.M.

Pres sure Put on 
the Sons of Mary (con tin ued)

We saw, in the pre ced ing is sue of the pa per, the let ters ad dressed to two Sons
of Mary by the bishop of the di o cese in which they were incardinated. Bishop
Gordon D. Bennett, S.J. of the Di o cese of Mandeville in Ja maica, an nounced to
Fa ther Eric Roy that he was re vok ing his fac ul ties to hear con fes sions and call -
ing him back to the di o cese. Bishop Jo seph Molinari of the Di o cese of L’Aquila 
in It aly in formed Fa ther Serge Chamberland that he no lon ger had the fac ul ties
to ex er cise his min is try and in di cated to him how to pro ceed to re cover these
fac ul ties.

Fa ther Stéphane Bouchet, a Son of Mary min is ter ing in France, also re ceived a 
let ter from the Di o cese of Mandeville. On July 15, 2006, Dea con Den nis
Hendriks wrote to him on be half of Bishop Gordon D. Bennett to in form him
that he no lon ger had the fac ul ties to ex er cise his priestly min is try and to in vite
him to re turn to the di o cese.

Shortly there af ter, on Au gust 8, 2006, Pope Ben e dict XVI ac cepted that
Bishop Bennett re lin quish the pas to ral gov ern ment of the Di o cese of
Mandeville, in con for mity with canon 401 §2 of the Code of Canon Law.

We are re pro duc ing be low Dea con Hendriks’ let ter to Fa ther Stéphane
Bouchet, fol lowed by this lat ter’s re ply.

Dea con Den nis Hendriks’ Let ter to Fr. Stéphane Bouchet, O.FF.M.

July 15, 2006

Rev er end Fa ther Stéphane Bouchet, offm
10, route de Formerie
Bouricourt
76220 GANCOURT-SAINT-ÉTIENNE
FRANCE

Dear Fa ther Bouchet,
His Ex cel lency, Bishop Gordon D. Bennett, S.J. the Bishop of our Di o cese of
Mandeville into which you are incardinated, has re ceived word that you are no
lon ger do ing pas to ral work in the Di o cese of Beauvais, France.
As a re sult of this, His Ex cel lency has asked me to re mind you of the Pol icy of
our Di o cese, pub lished this year, which re it er ates that priests incardinated into
our Di o cese have ca non i cal fac ul ties “un til a cleric has def i nitely de parted
from the ter ri tory of the di o cese”. This ca non i cal lim i ta tion of fac ul ties by our
di oc e san pol icy im plies by ex ten sion that, since you no lon ger hold ca non i cal
Of fice in the Di o cese of Beauvais, the priestly fac ul ties is sued by our Di o cese
no lon ger ap ply to you.
I take this time to re mind you, on be half of our Bishop, that sac ra men tal ab so -
lu tion would be in valid if you at tempt to cel e brate the sac ra ment of Rec on cil i -

do it, but I know that in the bless ing he gave
us at the end of the cel e bra tion, we were in -
cluded in a spe cial way.

Those are my spon ta ne ous thoughts af ter 
the cer e mony of Sunday, Sep tem ber 17. Now,
my heart is turned to the pres ent mo ment,
and the fu ture is a per spec tive of light, for I
have dif fi culty ex press ing all that my heart
seems to guess at with re gard to the su per -
nat u ral events that will mark our path in the
com ing months. I am anx ious to see all of
that, but what also fills my heart is the
prospect of be ing able to con tinue this
Church of John wherever we go.

In my lit tle cha pel, in the morn ing ad o ra -
tion of each day, I think of the sym bi o sis that 
takes place as I light the can dle on which we
see the Blessed Sac ra ment at Spiri-Maria. We 
are united with all the ador ers who are pray -
ing at the heart of the King dom, and I am
happy to be able to prolong its ra di ance in a
hum ble base ment where the warmth of the
place fills our mem bers.
Sept. 19, 2006 Fa ther Gilles Devaux

A Pow er ful Bea con 
The two days we lived on Sat ur day and

Sunday were truly ce les tial. Sunday’s texts
shed ex traor di nary light upon what we are
liv ing in tensely. The texts we heard con -
tained many el e ments al ready known
through Life of Love. I had the im pres sion
that this group ing of texts formed a huge
paint ing as it were, cov ered by a trans par ent
veil.

The read ing of these texts and the bring -
ing to light of the things we knew gave me
the very clear feel ing that the veil had been
lifted and that, lit tle by lit tle and with a pow -
er ful bea con, light was be ing shed upon the
de tails of this mag nif i cent paint ing. The pas -
sage of the Church of Pe ter into the re newed
Church of John fas ci nates me and I want to
ad here to it with all my strength and with as
much en thu si asm as I have al ways done, and 
with all that this may in volve. I re it er ate my
grat i tude to you and fil ially, I bless you.     

Fa ther Denis Laprise

A Gift From Heaven
Dear Ma rie-Paule,

Af ter a very touch ing his tor i cal day, el o -
quent in its dis creet mes sage, gran di ose in
its sim plic ity, our prayer of thanksgiving as -
cends to God the Fa ther who is re al iz ing His
plans of love at the time that suits Him and
amid the count less crosses and snares set by
men. The com ing of “Pa dre Jean-Pi erre” at
this pre cise time in the his tory of the Work is 
a gift from heaven. The min is try that God
en trusts to him with the power of the keys
takes up the torch aban doned by Bishop
Jean-Pi erre van Lierde who had been called
to share a sublime mis sion with you of a pri -
mary order.

The events we have just lived in an at mo -
sphere of deep rec ol lec tion and emo tion re -
mind me of a mes sage from Filiola which
seems to by linked to them. Speak ing of the
splen dor of the Church of Light, she re -
counts: “Je sus let me see the new Apos tles ad -
vanc ing along this road of light that leads to
the New Je ru sa lem (the new Church of
Light)... En light ened by the light of the Holy
Spirit, they ad vance in si lence... (The one who
leads them) has opened this Road through Je -
sus who lives in him. He car ries a very large
cross, bent un der the weight of the cross. Je sus, 
in His Holy Hu man ity, is fully alive in his per -
son... (9-8-1975)

“Once again Je sus shows Filiola... the fu -
ture Apos tles... (Their Leader) opens a for mi -
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da ble door,  as though in gold, that opens and 
leads into a Light of Light, more daz zling
than a thou sand suns, which is the New
Church. (The num ber of new Apos tles, still
small, will in crease rap idly.) (13-8-1975)”
(Filiola, Chemin de Lumière, Paris, Librairie Téqui,
1975, pp. 261-262)

If we as so ci ate the vi sions re ceived by
Filiola with the in di ca tions you re ceived
from Heaven con cern ing Fa ther Pi erre,
there is rea son to be lieve that ev ery thing is
be ing re al ized ac cord ing to His pre cise in di -
ca tions. How can we not be filled with joy,
hope and grat i tude?

Thank you, dear Mother, you who fol -
lowed such a long way of the cross be fore
see ing the di vine plan an nounced in 1958
con cretely tak ing shape. May we be ever
more and more apos tles who spread the
light along all roads by ac cept ing our small
share of the co-re demp tion.

Sis ter Jeanne d’Arc Demers

A Great Mo ment 
in Re li gious His tory

Dear Ma rie-Paule,
Af ter hav ing at tended the cer e mony of

Sep tem ber 17, one sin gle thought kept con -
stantly com ing to mind: thank you! Thank
you for the to tal giv ing of your life which al -
lowed us to ex pe ri ence this great mo ment in 
re li gious his tory and in the his tory of hu -
man ity. Thank you for your hu man sac ri fice 
which per mits us once again to be drawn up 
to Heaven, to the Prom ised Land.

Thank you to Pa dre Jean-Pi erre and his
fam ily who, through their sac ri fices and
their ac cep tance of God’s grace, are giv ing
us the op por tu nity to live this new Time, the 
Time of the Lady. How touch ing it was to as -
sist at this ap point ment which drew tears
from me and which, still to day, keeps me in
an at ti tude of low li ness and grat i tude.

I have a feeling that this ap point ment
will bring much suf fer ing to Pa dre Jean-Pi -
erre who will have to keep fight ing against
those who do not want this di vine Work. I
pray so that he will re main faith ful to his
vo ca tion as a priest and as the first Pas tor of 
the Church of John. As the very touch ing
hymn of Pretorius said: “It is the Lamb of
God who will die on the cross”, that cross
which has fol lowed you all your life and has
been your most faith ful friend. It is not sur -
pris ing that we should all be en cour aged to
fol low that same path, the way of the cross
and to tal aban don ment to the Holy  Will. 

Thank you! Thank you for the great
grace granted me to be a Knight of Mary, to
be a daugh ter of Mary. I pray that I will al -
ways re main faith ful to the Work and to the
Lady of All Peo ples so that, af ter the ex am -
ple of Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, I too may be able to 
re peat my “I be lieve” with as much con vic -
tion and force ful ness. Oh yes, faith ful ness in 
the giv ing of my self and my ded i ca tion to
God’s Work. All for His Glory!
Sep tem ber 24, 2006 Lucie Beauchemin

What Won der ful Spir i tu al ity!
Dear Pa dre Jean-Pi erre,

Only a few words to ex press to you all
our joy fol low ing your re cent ap point ment.
It was with a heart filled with emo tion and
grat i tude that we lived that ce les tial cer e -
mony. What won der ful sim plic ity! What
won der ful spir i tu al ity! We are very grate ful
to you for your Fiat to God’s will. May we,
like you, fol low the Lady, against all odds, in
an un fail ing love and fi del ity, re peat ing af ter 
you: “I be lieve”.

Stéphane and Isabelle Palud

a tion un less and un til your ca non i cal sit u a tion is rem e died.
His Ex cel lency bids me to bring to your at ten tion that, should you wish to re -
main in France, you will have to seek ca non i cal fac ul ties from the Bishop of
your place of res i dence or, of course, from the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, His
Ex cel lency Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S.J., in or der to val idly ad min is -
ter the Sac ra ment of Pen ance.
Lastly, as His Ex cel lency is se ri ously in tend ing to call you back to ap os tolic la -
bor in our Di o cese, he hopes to hear from you by let ter as soon as pos si ble your
will ing ness to ac cept this mis sion. Please write di rectly to him.
Hop ing to hear from you and your plans for the fu ture which will need to be
dis cussed with our Bishop or the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner,
I re main sin cerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Dea con Den nis Hendriks,
Chan cel lor of the Di o cese of Mandeville

Fa ther Stéphane Bouchet’s Re ply Ad dressed to 
His Exc. Bishop Gordon D. Bennett, S.J.

Bouricourt, Au gust 22, 2006

His Exc. Bishop Gordon D. Bennett, S.J.
Bishop of Mandeville - Ja maica
P.O. Box 8
Mandeville
Ja maica, West In dies

Your Ex cel lency:
I re ceived your let ter dated last July 15, on Au gust 22, the feast of Mary, Queen

of the World. Af ter hav ing read it at ten tively and for the pur pose of giv ing you an
hon est and clear an swer, may I be per mit ted, quite hum bly, to bring to your
knowl edge some in for ma tion and to re mind you of the agree ment signed on De -
cem ber 8, 1995, with the Di o cese of Mandeville at the time it was an Ap os tolic Vi -
car i ate.

Since my re turn to France in Sep tem ber 2003, al though I was a res i dent of the
Di o cese of Beauvais, I was not en gaged in pas to ral min is try, hav ing been sent
there solely in the ser vice of our re li gious Com mu nity. Bishop James, the Bishop
of Beauvais, had given me the fac ul ties, and oc ca sion ally I would help or re place
one of my con freres in his min is try.

Dur ing my stay in Ja maica, just be fore my or di na tion as a dea con, I signed an
agree ment with Bishop Paul Mi chael Boyle, the del e gate of the Su pe rior Gen eral
of the Sons of Mary, Fa ther Michel Palud and in the pres ence of a wit ness of this
agree ment, Fa ther Bruno Ruel. Para graph 2 of that agree ment stip u lates: “The lo -
cal Bishop leaves to the Su pe rior Gen eral the re spon si bil ity of the above-men -
tioned mem ber of the Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary, with the free dom to also
as sign him out side the Di o cese in which Fa ther Stéphane Bouchet has been
incardinated.”

Still be ing a Son of Mary, and not hav ing the least thought of chang ing ei ther
my com mit ment in the fu ture or my vo ca tion, I rely com pletely on the sec ond
para graph of our agree ment, leav ing all the de ci sions re gard ing my per son as a re -
li gious and my min is try as a priest to Fa ther Eric Roy, our Su pe rior Gen eral. Be -
fore God, since I have not com mit ted any se ri ous fault I can not see any rea son for
or find any mo tive jus ti fy ing the right to strip me of my fac ul ties to cel e brate the
sac ra ment of Rec on cil i a tion. In re gard to this lat ter point, I leave ev ery thing, in all
con science, up to the grace of God and the help of Mary Im mac u late.

I thank you for the in vi ta tion to re turn to the Di o cese of Mandeville; how ever, if 
in the past Di vine Prov i dence led me to that land, my pri mary vo ca tion is and re -
mains that of be ing a Son of Mary. My duty is to re main in the ser vice of my Com -
mu nity in a spirit of hu mil ity, char ity and fi del ity for the glory of God and the tri -
umph of the Im mac u late Heart of Mary, with out for get ting the wel fare and sal va -
tion of souls.

I as sure you of my hum ble prayers for your in ten tions and those of the Di o cese
of Mandeville.

Sin cerely yours in Je sus and Our Lady,
Re spect fully,

cc.: To whom it may con cern Fa ther Stéphane Bouchet, O.FF.M.
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