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Like a torch be ing trans mit -
ted from one to an other, as
many great fig ures from the
Church in the past as con -
tem po rary fig ures have taken 
turns to re mind us that it is
through Love that the world
will be saved. When Pope
Pius XI can on ized the lit tle
saint from Lisieux, and Pope
John Paul II later des ig nated
her as a Doc tor of the
Church, both of these Popes
were si lently pre par ing the
Church of John, for did not
the lit tle Thérèse say: “My vo -
ca tion is love. In the heart of
the Church, my Mother, I will
be love; thus I will be all” ?

The same was true when
Pope John Paul II can on ized
a Span ish lady, Saint
Genevieve Torrès Moralès,
in Ma drid in 2003. He saw in
her a torch bearer of the civ i li -
za tion of love which he
wanted to es tab lish. For she
too had cho sen a sim i lar
motto for her spir i tual jour -
ney: “Love over comes all!”
she would of ten ex claim.

More re cently, on Oc to ber
16, 2006, Car di nal Paul Pou -
part ad dressed the fol low ing
rec om men da tion to the Hin -
dus: “Over com ing ha tred
with love.” (Vat i can In for ma tion
Ser vice, Fr. ed.) With this same
per spec tive and at about the
same time, Car di nal Ivan
Dias, draw ing his in spi ra tion
from the lit tle Thé rese, pro -
posed the fol low ing mes sage 
for World Mis sion Day:
“Love... is the soul of the mis -
sion,” he said. (Zenit, Fr. ed., Oc -
to ber 4, 2006)

Pope Ben e dict XVI also
gave pri or ity to Love in his di -
a logue with the other re li -
gions, be cause, as he in -
sisted, for him “love builds up
con fi dence”.

“The Sec ond Vat i can
Coun cil con sid ered as one
of its main ob jec tives the
re-es tab lish ment of full
Chris tian unity. This is also
my ob jec tive.”
That be ing the case, the
Pope con cluded: “It is nec -
es sary, first and fore most,
to de velop love in ecu me -
nism, in obe di ence to the
new com mand Je sus gave
to His dis ci ples. Ac com pa -
nied by co her ent ges tures,
love builds up con fi den -
ce...” (Vat i can In for ma tion Ser -
vice, Fr. ed., No vem ber 17, 2006)
In think ing of the re cent

graces re ceived by our
Found ress, in par tic u lar her
re la tion ship with the Fa ther’s
Heart, we can see that the
True Spirit is at work. Did not
Pope Ben e dict XVI use a vo -

cab u lary rich in sig nif i cance
last No vem ber: “the Spirit in -
tro duces us to the rhythm of
di vine life which is a life of
love, mak ing us par tic i pants
in the re la tion ship that ex ists
be tween the Fa ther and the
Son” ? (Zenit, Fr. ed., No vem ber
15, 2006)

Then Pope Ben e dict XVI
men tioned that God al ways
holds the key to vic tory, in
spite of those who at tempt to
bring His plans to nought.

The Pope em pha sized that
“God never fails, for He al -
ways finds new means of
reach ing men and open ing
His dwell ing place even
more, so that all may find a
place there... (Vat i can In for -
ma tion Service, Fr. ed., No vem -
ber 8, 2006)
If God al ways finds “new

means of reach ing men”,
could not one of these
“means” be the Church of
John, this Church of Love
that has just seen the light of
day in Que bec un der the
aegis of the Lady of All Peo -
ples? For, was it not Pope
Ben e dict XVI who re cently
urged the Church of Pe ter to
“re new it self”, to “re ju ve nate
it self”, do ing so barely two
months ago dur ing the month 
of the ro sary.

The Church must al ways
re new it self, re ju ve nate it -
self, and the Word of God,
which never grows old and
is never ex hausted, is a
priv i leged means to
achieve that goal. In fact, it
is the Word of God which,
thanks to the Holy Spirit, al -
ways guides us once again
to the whole truth. (Zenit, Fr.
ed., Oc to ber 6, 2006)
Ac cord ing to our pres ent

Pope, it is by draw ing upon
the Word of God that we dis -
cover the mys tery of the re -
newed Church. And we know
that the Apoc a lypse is a part
of it in a sin gu lar man ner. We
read in the last is sue of Le
Royaume: “The Church of
John, sym bol ized by the
Lamb of the Apoc a lypse, is
the re newed Church of Pe ter
that ac cepts the Lady of All
Peo ples, her mes sage and
her prayer.” (“The King dom”, no.
181, Sep tem ber-Oc to ber 2006, p. 11)

A week af ter hav ing urged
the Church of Pe ter to re new
it self, to re ju ve nate it self,
Pope Ben e dict XVI de -
nounced the abuses of those
who have tar nished the
Church’s im age: 

With re gard to the New
Tes ta ment let ter at trib uted
to Saint Jude, the pope
men tioned that it “put

Chris tians on guard against
those who make a pre text
of God’s grace to ex cuse
their own li cen tious ness and 
cor rupt their breth ren with
un ac cept able teach ings,
in tro duc ing di vi sion within
the Church...” (Zenit, Oc to ber
11, 2006) 
When Pope Ben e dict XVI

uses the ex pres sion “li cen -
tious ness” to des ig nate the
de vi a tion of cer tain mem bers 
of the Church, he co mes
quite close to the very force -
ful mes sage of the Vir gin of
La Salette who spoke of
“cess pools of im pu rity” as
she de plored a cer tain form
of cler i cal be hav ior.

THE CHURCH OF JOHN
The mis sion of Pope John

Paul II was to come on earth
to pre pare the Church of
Love, the Church of John.
Did he not fore tell its com ing
in the Ap os tolic Ex hor ta tion
On Rec on cil i a tion and Pen -
ance when he wrote or rather
when he proph e sied that the
Church could be come again
“the lit tle flock” of the first
days:

The Church, if she is to be
rec on cil ing, must be gin by
be ing a rec on ciled Church.
Be neath this sim ple and in -
dic a tive ex pres sion lies the 
con vic tion that the Church,
in or der ever more ef fec -
tively to pro claim and pro -
pose rec on cil i a tion to the
world, must be come ever
more gen u inely a com mu -
nity of dis ci ples of Christ
(even though it were only
‘the lit tle flock’ of the first
days), united in the com -
mit ment to be con tin u ally
con verted to the Lord and
live as new peo ple in the
spirit and prac tice of rec on -
cil i a tion. (St. Paul Edi tions,
1985, no. 9, p. 31)
In his Ap os tolic Ex hor ta -

tion, Pope John Paul II was
ask ing us then to be come a
“com mu nity” , and that is al -
ready what we are in the
Com mu nity of the Lady of All
Peo ples. Then, he in vited us
to live as “new peo ple”, and
that is pre cisely what we
com mit our selves to do ing in
the di a logue of re cep tion
when we en ter the Fam ily of
the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary, in which it is said that
we must “di vest our selves of
the old man and his acts in or -
der to put on the new man”.

In as ton ish ingly pro phetic
terms, Car di nal H. de Lubac
wrote more than a half cen -
tury ago that the Church was
not a mat ter of num bers or
quan tity or even of ge og ra -
phy:

The Church was al ready
Cath o lic on the morn ing of
Pen te cost, when all its
mem bers fit ted into one
small room; it was Cath o lic
at the time when Arianistic
ten den cies ap peared to
want to sub merge it; it

would be Cath o lic to mor -
row even if mas sive apos -
ta sies robbed it of al most all 
its faith ful. Es sen tially, its
Cath o lic ity is not a mat ter of
ge og ra phy or num bers. Al -
though it is true that it must
spread it self in space and
man i fest it self in time for all
to see, it is nev er the less not 
of a ma te rial na ture but of a
spir i tual na ture. It is first of
all some thing in trin sic to the 
Church. (Quoted by Yves de
Montcheuil in As pects de l’Église,
Paris, Cerf, 1948, p. 65) 
We were close to a thou -

sand mem bers pres ent for
the en throne ment of Pa dre
Jean-Pi erre as the head of
the Church of John at Spiri-
Maria last Sep tem ber 17, and 
the di a logue ex changed with
Fa ther Vic tor ended with
these words: “May God ac -
com plish in you and through
you His Work of  love.” 

The Lamb at the foot of the
cross that is in tended as the
sym bol of the Church of John
marked the be gin nings of the
Army of Mary, as we were
able to read in the last is sue of 
Le Royaume. But it also
marks its ful fil ment: “The
Church of John can also be
sym bol ized by the Lamb of
the Apoc a lypse, the book
writ ten by the Apos tle John.”
(“The King dom”, no. 181, Sep tem -
ber-Oc to ber 2006, p. 13)

Pope John Paul II’s mis -
sion was to pre pare the
Church of John, the Church
of love, we said ear lier. And
this re newed Church has
cho sen as its sym bol the
Lamb at the foot of the cross.
Now. Pope Ben e dict XVI, tak -
ing up again Pope John Paul
II’s re marks, said re gard ing
the sym bol of the Lamb:

John Paul II re flected upon
evil and “evil set up as a
sys tem”, an “evil in gi gan tic
pro por tions” that has been
un leashed dur ing the 20th
cen tury.
Now, “the power that puts a
limit on evil is the mercy of
God, said the pope
Wojtyla,” Pope Ben e dict
XVI went on to say. “The
lamb is stron ger than the
dragon.” (Zenit, Fr. ed., De cem -
ber 22, 2005)
We should note that, prov i -

den tially, this same sym bol of 
the Lamb ap peared on the
holy pic ture for Pa dre Jean-
Pi erre’s or di na tion to the
priest hood and on the can dle
that was given to him as Fa -
ther of the Church of John,
with out for get ting that the
Lamb has also be come the
sym bol on his coat of arms
and on his pas to ral ring.

As the Lamb is as much the
sym bol of Christ as it is that of
the Co-Redemptrix and that,
ac cord ing to the two last
popes, it is “stron ger than the
dragon”, then all our hope is
to be found in it.
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