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Cor re spon dence Ex changed With 
His Exc. Arch bishop 

Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
On De cem ber 18, 2006, His Exc. Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast wrote to

Fa ther Eric Roy, Su pe rior Gen eral of the Sons of Mary, ask ing him for a meet ing,
af ter hav ing ac knowl edged that an im passe seemed “to have de vel oped be tween
the di rec tors of the Army of Mary” and him self.

Two days later, Fa ther Eric an swered in a let ter that was re spect ful and that
ex posed the sit u a tion in the light of the di vine will.

Out of a con cern for the open ness that char ac ter izes the Work and in or der to 
keep our mem bers in formed, we are here pub lish ing the two let ters.

S. P.-R.

De cem ber 18, 2006

Prot. 06-15

Rev. Fr. Eric Roy, OFFM
Su pe rior Gen eral
Spiri-Maria
626, route du Sanctuaire
Lac-Etchemin, QC G0R 1S0

Dear Fr. Roy,

The Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary and your self have been very much
on my mind in re cent months, even if there has been no com mu ni ca tion be -
tween us in one di rec tion or the other. Dur ing a Mass that I concelebrated in 
Saint Mary Ma jor Ba sil ica last De cem ber 7, with the grad u at ing stu dent
priests of the Ca na dian Col lege, my first in ten tion was that of find ing a so -
lu tion to the im passe that seems to have de vel oped be tween the di rec tors of
the Sons of Mary and my self.

Some weeks ago Fa ther Michel Fournier sent me some cop ies of a re cent 
is sue of “Le Royaume” (I no lon ger re ceive a com pli men tary copy as pre vi -
ously). I took note of the cel e bra tions of Sep tem ber dur ing which Fa ther Pi -
erre Mastropietro was given a new role to play in the “Church of John” de -
scribed as be ing a trans mu ta tion of the “Church of Pe ter”. It ap pears to me
that this is ac cen tu at ing a ten dency within the Army of Mary and the Sons
of Mary to a sep a ra tion from the Ro man Cath o lic Church and from the
guid ance of our Holy Fa ther and that of the bish ops of the world in com mu -
nion with him.

I be lieve it would be a good thing if we could have a talk dur ing which
you could ex plain to me how you pres ently un der stand the ap os tolic char -
ac ter of the Church; I’m well aware that therein lies an im por tant pre oc cu -
pa tion for the di rec tors of the two Con gre ga tions, that of the In sti tutes of
Con se crated Life and So ci et ies of Ap os tolic Life and that of the Doc trine of 
the Faith.

Be fore the re cent de vel op ments con cern ing Fa ther Mastropietro oc -
curred, the Car di nal Pre fects of the two above-men tioned Con gre ga tions
were con sid er ing the set ting up of an interdicasterial com mit tee of canon -
ists man dated to look into the ques tion of the fac ul ties of your priests who
are ex er cis ing the priestly min is try with out any ref er ence to a bishop (as is
the case for all of them ex cept Fa thers Lionel Bélanger and Gilbert
Damphousse – un less I am mis taken). When this ques tion was dis cussed, I
in sisted that rep re sen ta tives of the Sons of Mary be in volved, in an ap pro -
pri ate man ner, in the work of the com mit tee.

For your in for ma tion, I will be in Mon treal this week from Wednes day
af ter noon un til Sat ur day morn ing (De cem ber 20-23) and I could be avail -
able at a time suit able to you. More over, I shall be in Que bec City from
mid-morn ing De cem ber 28 un til noon on Sat ur day, De cem ber 31. Ex cept
for cer tain en gage ments planned for the eve ning of De cem ber 28, I could
go to Lac-Etchemin, or meet with you in Que bec City. Thurs day is the best
time for me but I would be avail able the other days. I would deeply ap pre ci -

Marienthal, Oc to ber 31, 2006

Dear est Mother,
This morn ing, dur ing my med i ta tion be -

fore Mass, I read the read ings for the day’s 
Mass in or der to pre pare the lit tle hom ily I
give ev ery day. What a joy and what a sur -
prise to read the won der ful med i ta tion that 
went with the read ings. It pro jected a new
light on the day’s Gos pel and con firmed
once again the gran di ose Work of the Co-
Re demp tion which you had to live with a
view to the ter res trial King dom. Here is
that text and the lights that flow from it.

MED I TA TION (Lk 13:18-21) We of ten
have the ten dency to think of the King dom
of God as a dis tant place, ac ces si ble only
at the end of one’s life. Je sus shows us
that this king dom is in the pro cess of be ing
re al ized in our midst. Are we not the
leaven of eter nal life in our com mu nity?

Is that not mar vel ous! In the Gos pel,
Je sus com pares the King dom, first of all,
to a mus tard seed sown in the earth, which 
grows to the point where the birds in the
sky come and make their nest among its
branches. Then, Je sus com pares the
King dom to the leaven that a woman
kneads into three large mea sures of flour,
un til the dough has risen.

Pre vi ously, I had al ways thought those
two par a bles re ferred only to Je sus, as
well as to the King dom of heaven which
He had come to open for us. How ever, in
the light of the me di ta tion sug gested in the 
Prions en Église [the French missalette], I
un der stood that these par a bles also re fer
to the times in which we are liv ing and,
more par tic u larly, to your mis sion.

What is the first im age cho sen by Je sus 
to speak of the King dom? A sim ple mus -
tard seed, the per fect im age of lit tle ness
and hu mil ity. God al ways chooses that
which is hum ble and sim ple with which to
ac com plish great things. Yes, just a seed
which is so very easy to ig nore, tread upon 
or scorn. What a beau ti ful im age to de pict
you, dear Mother. The Lord Him self, in a
grace you re ceived a long time ago, had
made you see your self, on the eye of your
soul, get ting smaller and smaller, to the
point of be com ing a tiny grain of sand, so
very small. And this lit tle grain of sand (or
wheat) went and lodged it self in the Eu -
cha rist. In the light of the day’s Gos pel, we
un der stand that this lit tle grain of sand is
also that pre cious mus tard seed (the ti ni -
est of all seeds) which, dy ing to it self,
gives birth to the ter res trial King dom
prom ised by Je sus in the Our Fa ther. The
grain of wheat, in or der to be come Eu cha -
rist, had to be crushed and ground. The
mus tard seed, in or der to give us the King -
dom, was scorned, trod den upon and cast
very deeply into the earth by the mighty
ones of this world so as to get rid of it. Let
us sim ply re call Car di nal Léger’s at ti tude
be fore the very ur gent re quest you had
trans mit ted to him on be half of the Im mac -
u late: “Bah! that woman...” he had said,
and, scorn fully, he had sent you pack ing... 
How ever, just like the stone that was re -
jected by the build ers be came the cor ner -
stone in the build ing up of the King dom of
heaven, so too the lit tle mus tard seed
thrown into the earth by the great ones of
this world grew and pro duced its fruit
which is the ter res trial King dom. Thank
you, dear Mother.

The sec ond fig ure il lus trat ing the King -
dom is also a very strong one. Je sus com -
pares the king dom to the leaven that a
woman kneads into three large mea sures
of flour. But who is this woman? Is it not,
first and fore most, Mary Im mac u late
through whom the Word of God be came
flesh in or der to open the King dom of
heaven to us? By as sum ing our hu man ity
through Mary, Je sus be came this leaven
hid den in the dough of our poor hu man ity.
Fur ther more, it is in ter est ing to note that
there is no leaven in the Eucharistic
Bread. Is that sim ply to fol low the tra di tion
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that goes back to the night of the Jew ish
Pass over when Mo ses and his peo ple
were de liv ered from the hands of Pha -
raoh, the King of Egypt? For my part, I like
to think that God had al ready fore seen the
leaven, that is, His di vine Son. Je sus is
both the Bread of Life and the Leaven that
causes to rise in all souls that nour ish
them selves  with it in faith and love, the
King dom of heaven which He opened for
us through His death and res ur rec tion.
“He who eats my flesh and drinks my
blood shall have eter nal life and I will raise
him up on the last day.”

How ever, the med i ta tion quoted above,
speaks of a King dom “in the pro cess of be -
ing re al ized in our midst”, and there fore of
the ter res trial King dom. And, for this mis -
sion, the one who is knead ing the leaven
into the flour must nec es sar ily be Mary, or
else her “re in car na tion”. Thus, it is you,
dear Ma rie-Paule, who, ac cord ing to
God’s plan for our time, are ac com plish ing 
this mis sion while you your self are at the
same time Host and leaven in the dough.
You have be come so af ter the ex am ple of
Christ, thanks to His Pas sion which you
had to live. Thus, the lit tle grain of sand
that you are and which went to lodge it self
in the Eucharistic Bread is also this leaven
of eter nal life through which the ter res trial
King dom was able to rise on earth. Many,
many thanks, dear Mother.

How can we not also men tion that the
leaven to which Je sus re fers has been in -
cor po rated into THREE large mea sures of
flour, thanks to the ac tion of a Woman? Is
that not in the im age of the Trin ity into
which you have been in cor po rated
through the skill ful hand of “Celle” who in -
dwelt you and who is Co-Eter nal with God! 
I see in this pas sage the daz zling an -
nounce ment of the Quinternity.

Fi nally, in that beau ti ful me di ta tion from 
the Prions en Église, it is also writ ten: “Are
we not the leaven of eter nal life in our com -
mu nity?” This ques tion also con firms your
writ ings. Have you not taught us that we
are all called upon to “be ground into the
Eucharistic Bread”? And is not Life of Love
our guide to at tain that goal? It is ap pro pri -
ate to re call here the won der ful grace you
ex pe ri enced on De cem ber 12, 2001:

“At 6 o’clock, dur ing Mass, the huge
host is ‘shown’ me in sis tently and I sud -
denly ‘hear’: ‘YOU ARE THERE’, at the
same time that I am shown this light that
draws me within it. The lit tle grain of
wheat, as are all the crys tal souls, is there -
fore ground into the Eucharistic Bread be -
cause it has ab sorbed it so of ten dur ing its
life time. Thus it is that souls divinized by
the body and blood of Christ en kin dle ev -
ery thing their hands touch or brush
against; they burn, divinize hu man ity. The
next day, at Mass, these words are re -
peated: ‘YES, YOU ARE THERE,’ and I ‘un -
der stand’ that all souls are called in this
way. What a happy end ing! Divinized
souls are drawn up into the Host, the pre -
lude to the mys ti cal mil len nium which is al -
ready ra di at ing a mul ti tude of beams.
Through the grace of God, through Mary
and the Holy Spirit, in the wake of Je sus
the Re deemer, ‘Life of Love’ has traced a
path that will serve as an ex am ple, as a
ba sis for so many other lives, with a view
to the new earth and the new heav ens.”
(“The King dom”, no. 175, Sep tem ber-Oc to ber
2005, p. 17)

As a con se quence, then, with the
Eucharistic Je sus, with the Lady of All
Peo ples pres ent in the Host, we are all
called to be come a pure leaven of eter nal
life. And even more than that, we are all
called to be drawn up into the Host un til all
the dough will have risen with a view to the
new heav ens and the new earth. What a
won der ful thing!

Who would have thought that these
par a bles of Je sus con cern ing the King -
dom would take on such a hue? It was
nec es sary for the mys tery of the Co-Re -
demp tion to be ac com plished so that the

ate hav ing the pos si bil ity of meet ing all the priest mem bers pres ent in the
re gion. I also re peat to you my de sire to ob tain an up-to-date list of the
mem bers of the Sons of Mary, with their res i dence.

Rest as sured of my best wishes and my prayers for you and your con -
freres as the feast of Christ mas ap proaches. May the Lord grant us rec on cil -
i a tion and peace.

Sin cerely yours in Christ,

Terrence Prendergast, S.J.
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner

Fa ther Eric Roy’s Re ply to His Exc. Arch bishop Prendergast
Prot. n. 026/2006

Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria
Lac-Etchemin, De cem ber 20, 2006

His Ex cel lency Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast, S. J.
C. P. 1527 - Hal i fax, Nova Sco tia
B3J 2Y3

Your Ex cel lency:

I thank you for your let ter of last De cem ber 18 which we re ceived by elec -
tronic mail. When the time co mes, it will be com mu ni cated to all our houses so
that each Son of Mary may pe ruse it.

Per mit me, Your Ex cel lency, to stress, in all sim plic ity and sin cer ity, that
we are al ways deeply rooted in the Church of Je sus Christ. We have re jected noth -
ing; on the con trary, we be lieve and pro fess each of the truths in the trea sury of the
Faith. More over, it is with joy that we re ceive the di vine plan for the Church of
John, the re newed Church of Pe ter, in ac cept ing in pure faith the mys tery of the
Co-Re demp tion and of the Lady of All Peo ples, a mys tery that is be ing re al ized
un der our eyes and on which is fixed the di vine seal. God is bound to re al ize His
plan of love within the Church; that is His di vine will. But since He finds the doors
of His Church closed, since His Work is be ing re fused ac cep tance, He is open ing
other doors in or der to in un date sim ple hearts with His graces and to thus en sure
the con ti nu ity of His Church within the Church of John en route to wards the vic -
tory of the Im mac u late Heart of Mary.

Faced with the highly mys ti cal re al ity of the Work and of the Found ress,
Mother Paul-Ma rie, the Church, for its part and in or der to un der stand and rec og -
nize the au then tic ity of these, ought to have adopted an ap proach through theo lo -
gians versed in the mys ti cal, or mys tics them selves, as the Do min i can, Fa ther Ma -
rie-Dominique Philippe, pointed out to Car di nal Maurice Roy. But this was not
done, nor was it even se ri ously taken into con sid er ation, in spite of our ap peals for
it. So we have ar rived to day at what you call an im passe, but one which God is His
good ness is sur pass ing.

It is in peace and joy, but more so in love, that we are liv ing this time par tic -
u larly rich in nu mer ous graces. And de spite the in com pre hen sion and the re jec tion 
of the mys tery, which are mak ing us suf fer, this same suf fer ing is open ing us up to
spir i tual won ders and new ho ri zons hith erto un sus pected. That is why, with out
cease, we give thanks to God for per mit ting us to par tic i pate, in spite of our lit tle -
ness, in the re newal of His Church to His greater glory and for the greater good of
souls.

In view of the cir cum stances, a meet ing, the out come of which would only
dis ap point us again, as al ways, does not seem op por tune, in spite of our good will
which has al ways been man i fested through the warm wel come and high es teem
you have re ceived on each of your vis its.

We are pre par ing to cel e brate with joy the Birth of the Re deemer who
deeply un set tled the Church of His time. In this time of the Co-Re demp tion and of
the com ing of the Co-Redemptrix who like wise is dis turb ing the cur rent Church,
we ask God the Fa ther, Christ and the Lady of All Peo ples to bless you abun dantly. 
May they grant to ev ery one the grace of fi del ity to the messages of the Lady, who
on that one con di tion, can bring true peace!

In Christo and Maria,

Fa ther Eric Roy, O.FF.M.
Su pe rior Gen eral

seals con ceal ing such a splen dor might fi -
nally be bro ken and these won der ful lights
shine quite nat u rally be fore our as ton -
ished eyes.

There you have, dear Mother, what my

heart of a son wished to share with you, at
the same time as I re it er ate to you my love
and my grat i tude. Fer vently, I bless you.

Fa ther Carl Beaupré, O.FF.M.


