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Pre par ing for Christ mas is 
all that; it is re new ing our out -
look, not based on all the
sat is fac tions we might be
able to in vent for our selves,
such as the “tin sel-Christ -
mas” or the “showy-Christ -
mas”, but on the very sim ple
Christ mas of joy that gushes
from the depths of the heart
and that con sists in con tem -
plat ing that God who co mes
to us as an in fant that is

Love. Joy is pre cisely an ef -
fect of char ity, of that love
which is God pres ent in us.

Let us re joice, for God is
here, in the Sac ra ment of
Char ity that we are go ing to
re ceive shortly. Now, it is
from char ity that all sanc ti fi -
ca tion flows. With out it we
would be noth ing but sound -
ing brass or a tin kling cym bal 
(1 Cor 13:1). Char ity has noth -
ing of the nat u ral, just as

Christ’s cross has noth ing of
the com fort able. From this
we can un der stand that the
joy of the Chris tian has lit tle
in com mon with an un trou -
bled life or a life of sen ti men -
tal ity.

Mary ex pe ri enced, more
than any one else, that joy
which is born of true love.
The spir i tual life of Mary was
a life of prayer, of con tact
with her Lord in the light of

char ity and in the night of
faith. By vir tue of this she
was, as Saint Paul rec om -
mends, al ways joy ful in the
Lord (cf. Phil 4:4). But  that joy
in her life im preg nated with
God also met with anx i eties
and tri als, all the more so in
that the spir i tual life con sists
in the love of God made con -
cretely man i fest in the ac -
cep tance of His di vine will.

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin

“Ev ery thing Has Al ready Been Pre des tined”
“She (the Lady) falls si lent, look ing off into the dis tance, then with a smile she adds:

‘Ev ery thing has al ready been pre des tined’ ” (32nd ap pa ri tion, April 29, 1951)

In the Feb ru ary 1980 is sue of
the pa per L’ÉTOILE, Raoul
Auclair in tro duces us to the
Knock ap pa ri tion which has
been given prom i nence by Pope 
John Paul II’s visit to the Shrine
of Knock in Ire land. Here is what
Raoul wrote.

A LIV ING PIC TURE 
OF THE APOC A LYPSE

It was Au gust 21, 1879, in a
wretched vil lage of a very poor
Ire land. The day was wan ing.
The sky was dark. Rain was fall -

ing. Then it was that the in hab it ants of the ham let – a dozen or
so houses were as yet oc cu pied – saw this:

In the pres by tery yard, right against the wall of the church,
there was an area of soft light and, in that light, three per sons
of dis tinc tion. The per son in the mid dle was ob vi ously the Vir -
gin Mary. As for the other two, the one stand ing to the right of
the Blessed Vir gin was thought to be Saint Jo seph, while it
was gen er ally agreed that the one to the left was Saint John
the Evan ge list. Who said this? Cer tainly none of the three, for
none of them spoke.

More over, this si lence and se crecy were quite re mark able, 
for al though the great epiph a nies of Mary had be gun in 1830,
never had an ap pa ri tion been sur rounded by so much mys -
tery.

But af ter all, if Heaven, while man i fest ing it self, re mained
so firmly si lent, this most cer tainly was be cause it was ex pe di -
ent that it do so, the un der standing of those things be ing re -
served to other times....

In ad di tion to the three per sons we have spo ken of, the
Knock ap pa ri tion in cluded other de tails. And it will be these
de tails which will open us to an un der stand ing of what
Heaven wanted to tell us that day in or der that we might un -
der stand it to day. They were: an al tar on which stood a Lamb.
A bare cross – not a cru ci fix – stood be hind the Lamb. Fi nally,
an other su premely sig nif i cant de tail: the per son to the left
held in his left hand an open book.

Let us now come back to each of the per sons and try to
con tem plate them through the eyes of those who saw them.
And first of all the One who could be no other but the Vir gin
Mary – beau ti ful, most beau ti ful, to be sure, just as she was on 
each of her vis its to earth dur ing a cen tury and a half. As tall as
a woman of earth, the flesh of her hands, her feet and her face
were ap par ently no dif fer ent from any flesh. She was clad in a
white dress closed at the neck. What im pressed the wit -
nesses was her crown.

Crowned: and hence QUEEN. Mary also had a rose on her
fore head...

A vi sion, cer tainly, but of an ex treme re al ism. It should be
pointed out that the wit nesses saw the three per sons with per -
fect clar ity, as clearly as if they had been “made of flesh and
blood”, as they put it.

The im pres sion of life and pres ence was so per fect, more -
over, that Pat rick Hill drew so close that he then tried to read in 
the open book held by the per son on the left. An old lady who
tried to kiss Mary’s foot was as ton ished to find her self kiss ing
empty space.

So a man stand ing to the left of Mary was pre sent ing an
open book. And this man, this bishop, the right arm bent and

raised level to the face, showed his hand,
the in dex and mid dle fin gers joined, the
oth ers closed, in the ges ture of Christ as
He is rep re sented in a royal and sol emn
pos ture in the por ti cos of ca the drals and in
the mo sa ics of Byzantine apses. Now, this
per son age, in a sub or di nate po si tion with
re spect to Mary, could not have been
Christ, even though he is re pro duc ing the
sign of su preme au thor ity. So, would he
not be the one on whom Christ con ferred
His power, His Vicar on earth, the bishop of 
Rome, the Pope?

As for the per son on the right, also turned to ward the Vir gin
Mary, he was bowed re spect fully, his hands joined in a ges -
ture of prayer. The only thing said of him was the he wore “a
mus tache touched with grey”.

We are now led to a con sid er ation of the al tar and the
Lamb. And it seems that here lies the key that will per mit an
un der stand ing of this se cret or si lent ap pa ri tion.

So, on the al tar stood a Lamb. His head, the wit nesses say, 
was turned to wards the west, its eyes fixed on the Blessed
Vir gin. Well, it is clear that this Lamb is the same as the one
whose name co mes up twenty-eight times in the Apoc a lypse.
He is so des ig nated un der only one other cir cum stance, and
al ways by Saint John. (Jn 21:15)

Now, in the Apoc a lypse the Lamb is linked to the OPEN ING
OF THE BOOK – THE OPEN BOOK be ing pre sented by the
bishop in the Knock ap pa ri tion. [As for the al tar, it] clearly ap -
pears to be the one shown in that same book of the Apoc a -
lypse, an al tar that is “in front of the throne” (Apoc 8:3) and upon
which, on that day of all days, the sac ri fice of the Lamb was
con sum mated. Thus the al tar is sur mounted, as an eter nal
me mo rial, by the wood of the sac ri fice: the cross.

In front of the throne are the seven spir its at tached to the
pres ence of Him who “has washed away our sins with his
blood” (Apoc 1:4-5); seven spir its, more over, that, else where,
are pre sented un der the im age of seven stars (Apoc 2:1). And
what do we see at Knock? One of the wit nesses says this:
“STARS, shin ing like gold form a halo about the LAMB.”

So it is, then, that all the de tails of the Knock ap pa ri tion re -
fer us to the great Vi sion of the Apoc a lypse. Now, in the Apoc -
a lypse an other de tail con cerns the Lamb: AN GELS sur round
the Lamb and adore it. (Apoc 7:11-12)

While the per sons con tem plated by the vil lag ers of Knock
had the qual ity of tan gi ble re al ity, ap peared to be re ally “flesh
and blood”, such was not the case with the an gels. Fur ther -
more, ex cept for Pat rick, did the other wit nesses see them?
But he, the child who climbed over the wall and ap proached
the “saints” close enough to be able to touch them, gives this
tes ti mony: “I con stantly saw AN GELS fly ing near the Lamb,
but only the beat ing of their wings was per cep ti ble to me, for
their heads, or faces, were hid den from me, be ing turned
away from me.”

So thus and as in the Apoc a lypse, an gels en cir cled the
Lamb and adored Him.

Fi nally – and we are now at the heart of the se cret of the
Knock mes sage –, fi nally, there is THE BOOK that is be ing
shown by the bishop, the bishop in whom we be lieve we see
the Bishop of all bish ops, Je sus Christ’s Vicar on earth.

And the BOOK is OPEN.
Now, it was the LAMB who opened the BOOK. (End of the ac -

count of the ap pa ri tion.)

by
Fr. André

Guillemette
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RE CENT POPES AND KNOCK
The Church, which in

1879 and 1936 stud ied the
Knock ap pa ri tion, has judged 
the wit nesses to be cred i ble
and that there is noth ing in it
con trary to the faith. By the
end of 1880, some 300 ap -
par ently mi rac u lous cures
had been re corded in the
book of the par ish priest.

Four re cent popes have
hon ored Knock:

Pius XII blessed the ban -
ner of Knock in Saint Pe ter’s
in Rome and dec o rated it
with a spe cial medal on No -
vem ber 1 of the Mar ian Year
1945.

John XXIII sent to Knock,
in 1960, a can dle blessed at
Mass on the feast of Can dle -
mas. He had a high re gard for 
this place of Our Lady’s ap -
pa ri tion.

Paul VI blessed the foun -
da tion stone of the fu ture ba -
sil ica of Our Lady, Queen of
Ire land, June 6, 1974.

John Paul II went there in
per son, as a pil grim, Sep tem -
ber 30, 1979, on the oc ca sion 
of the cen ten nial of the ap pa -
ri tions. He raised the cha pel
to a ba sil ica, cel e brated
Mass there, left a blessed
can dle and a gold rose and,
fi nally, knelt in prayer be fore
the wall of the ap pa ri tions.

THE PER SONS OF KNOCK
Raoul wrote:
“The per son in the mid dle

was ob vi ously the Vir gin
Mary. As for the other two,
the one stand ing to the right
of the Blessed Vir gin was
thought to be Saint Jo seph,
while it was gen er ally agreed
that the one to the left was
Saint John the Evan ge list.
Who said this? Cer tainly
none of the three, for none of
them spoke.”

“It should be pointed out
that the wit nesses saw the
three per sons with per fect
clar ity, as clearly as if they
had been ‘made of flesh and
blood’, as they put it.”

We of the Army of Mary,
we know enough to un der -
stand the sym bol ics of this
ap pa ri tion which Raoul,
more over, tries to have us
un der stand that it con cerns
“our time”, this great and
grand time of the Co-Re -
demp tion.

The three per sons did in -
deed pres ent them selves as
if they were “made of flesh
and blood”, and yet when the
old lady wanted to kiss the
Blessed Vir gin’s foot she met
with emp ti ness. What better
way to show that this sym -
bolic scene had to do with
per sons who would one day
come, a hun dred years later,
and who would be very real,
in flesh and blood like us? Let
us ex plain, for the Lady in her
mes sages has told us that
“ev ery thing was al ready pre -
des tined”, and these fig ures

were the an nounce ment of
what will later be, in the won -
der ful time of Mary’s sec ond
com ing to earth, as was fore -
told by Saint Louis Ma rie
Grignion de Montfort.

Does not the Vir gin Mary
of the ap pa ri tion rep re sent
the Hand maid who will mys ti -
cally in car nate Her, re ally “in
flesh and blood”, and who will 
be to tally pos sessed by Her
for the pur pose of her liv ing,
in its full ness, the work of the
Co-Re demp tion, the work of
her Mother?

The mitered per son was
taken to be saint John the
Evan ge list (who, how ever, is
not rep re sented with a mi ter
in ico nog ra phy). Raoul saw
in this per son Je sus Christ’s
Vicar on earth, Pope John
Paul II. In fact, on Feb ru ary
27, 2000, Mother Paul-Ma rie
re ceived this in di ca tion con -
cern ing that Pope and the
Church of John: “JOHN PAUL,
WHO HAS THE SPIRIT OF
JOHN, AND PAUL-MA RIE,
WHO HAS THE SPIRIT OF
MARY, HAVE BEEN BOUND
TO GETHER IN OR DER TO
LEAD THE CHURCH OF PE -
TER INTO THE CHURCH OF
JOHN.”

Would not that mitered
per son rep re sent at one and
the same time, Pope John
Paul II and the one who is his
continuator in the Church of
John, Pa dre Jean-Pi erre? All
the more so since that per son 
who wore, in the words of
Mary Byrne, one of the wit -
nesses, “a kind of small mi -
ter” (a sign of his au thor ity),
was hold ing a small book,
open, that is the book of Mar -
ian Rev e la tion – we shall
come back on this. Mary
Byrne also states clearly that
this per son had the in dex and 
mid dle fin gers of the right
hand raised, as if he were ad -
dress ing an au di ence and
try ing vig or ously to make it
un der stand a cer tain point. Is
it not the role of Pa dre Jean-
Pi erre to an nounce, with
vigor, the Mar ian mys tery
that is be ing re newed in our
time?

THE THEO LO GIAN
Does not the other per son

pre fig ure Raoul Auclair him -
self who wore a mus tache
like the per son in the ap pa ri -
tion? The ico nog ra phy of
Knock usu ally pres ents this
per son wear ing a beard due
to the de sire to see in him
Saint Jo seph, but that was
not what was shown the wit -
nesses.

Raoul also had close ties
with Saint John, hav ing re -
ceived very spe cial lights on
the Apoc a lypse, the text of
which he went into in min ute
de tail, verse by verse, in a
pen e trat ing anal y sis, un for -
tu nately not com pleted (he
did not have time to deal with
the last three chap ters of the

Johannine book).
More over, Raoul re ceived

from Heaven the ti tle of “the
great est theo lo gian of all
times” (the Sons of Mary bless -
ing, March 1977). Now, the
apos tle John was also called
“John the theo lo gian”. Like
Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, Raoul
was closely linked by Heaven 
to the Work of the Co-Re -
demp tion.

Raoul de fended the Work
and its Found ress as much in 
Rome, where he went in
1978, as be fore Car di nal
Maurice Roy. This lat ter, who 
es teemed him for both his in -
tel lec tual worth and his spir i -
tual worth, even called him
“the theo lo gian of the Army of 
Mary”, and once said to him,
“Keep close watch, Mr.
Auclair” – as if he were ask -
ing him to watch over the
proper de vel op ment of the
Army of Mary.

On Au gust 6, 1978, Raoul
com pleted the el o quent pref -
ace to Life of Love, cast ing a
pen e trat ing and pro phetic re -
gard over that life that had
been hid den un til then, but
whose story would be pub -
lished the fol low ing year.

HIS TORY BROUGHT 
TO COM PLE TION

Let us also point out that
the three per sons of the ap -
pa ri tion were in white – the
color in which Mary clad her
Knights, the color of the vic to -
ri ous, ac cord ing to the Apoc -
a lypse (3:5). The Knock ap pa -
ri tion pres ents us with a grip -
ping por trait of the three cen -
tral per sons of the Co-Re -
demp tion, in an an nounce -
ment of the Church of John.

“His tory is proph ecy
brought to com ple tion,”
Raoul tells us. The his tory of
the Co-Re demp tion is the
great proph ecy be ing
brought to com ple tion and
the mes sage of Knock is part
of this in the sense that, for
more than 100 years, the
prin ci pal ac tors have been
an nounced to us and then
shown us in the hu man flesh
they will dwell in at that time
of the End.

THE LADY OF ALL PEO PLES
The Lady of All Peo ples

said to her mes sen ger:
“See my im age. Look well

at it.... See, I am stand ing on
the globe. My two feet are
sol idly planted upon it. You
can clearly make out my
hands, my face, my hair and
my veil; but all the rest is
hazy. Take a good look at
what pro trudes above my
head and from each side at
the height of my shoul ders.”
The mes sen ger says: “It’s a
cross.”

“You have ob served well. I 
have shown you that my
head, my hands and my feet
are like those of a hu man be -
ing. Keep that in mind: as of

those of the Son of Man. The
rest: it is the Spirit.” (28th ap pa -
ri tion, March 4, 1951)

Is that not the best de -
scrip tion Mary could have
given us in or der to show us
that, in or der to carry out her
func tion as Co-Redemptrix,
she would have to bor row a
hu man body, her two feet sol -
idly fixed on earth, like those
of the Son of Man? Would it
not be nec es sary that the Im -
mac u late be come in car nate
in a hand maid in or der to
carry out her mis sion?

“LIFE OF LOVE” GIVES US THE
AN SWER THROUGH JE SUS’
WORDS TO MA RIE-PAULE

“You know, my child, that
my be loved Mother lived on
earth and that she as cended
into heaven with out dy ing! I
must tell you, to day, that she
has be come in car nate, and
her ma ter nal re gard has
alighted upon you. It is you,
my child, who suf fer my Pas -
sion and who, in the name of
my be loved Mother, will give
Christ back to the world....

“Ac cept, my child, to con -
tinue the Work of my be loved
Mother.” (Life of Love, vol. I, May
4, 1958, chap. 53, pp. 333-334)

And again:
“Soon, my child, you will

have to de vote your self ex -
clu sively to my Mother’s
cause. I have made you taste
ev ery suf fer ing, phys i cal and
moral. Like me, you have had 
to sep a rate your self from ev -
ery thing.” (Id., vol. I, p. 334)

Mary: 
“Mean while,” Mary tells

me, “be a vic tim. Ac cept all
the suf fer ings my Son asks of 
you. Learn to be hum ble,
doc ile, de vout, kind and be
afraid of noth ing. I am here.”
(Id., vol. I, p. 296)

Ma rie-Paule writes in Life
of Love:

“Dur ing a pe riod of rest, I
try to get along as well as
pos si ble while at the same
time car ry ing a ter ri ble
weight. Kneel ing on the prie-
dieu I im plore the Lord to
spare me all His de mands,
which I have glimpsed. Who
could know just to where the
di vine de mands can lead
one? 

“God ex acts to tal de tach -
ment, even to the oblit er a tion
of His vic tim. He shows it its
path through spe cial graces
and then asks it to walk along
this way....

“ ‘AC CEPT: THE FATE OF
HU MAN ITY HINGES UPON
YOUR FIAT.’...

“God alone knows of the
ag ony which has laid me low
since last Sep tem ber. He
asks me to ac cept at the very
mo ment I am crushed un der
the weight of an guish, un der
the weight of His de mands.
Never have I made such ob -
la tions at the foot of the ta ber -
na cle. It is so heavy! ‘Fiat!’ I
say to Him, clos ing my eyes
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and forc ing my will.” (Life of
Love, vol. XII, March 1976, chap. 22, 
pp. 102-103)

THE LAMB
“In ad di tion to the three

per sons we have spo ken of,”
Raoul writes above, “the
Knock ap pa ri tion in cluded
other de tails And it will be
these de tails which will open
us to an un der standing of
what Heaven wanted to tell
us that day in or der that we
might un der stand it to day.
They were: an al tar on which
stood a Lamb. A bare cross –
not a cru ci fix – stood be hind
the Lamb.”

Those who have read Life
of Love will have un der stood
that, for the same rea son as
Christ, she is “the Lamb” by
rea son of her life of suf fer ing,
her pas sion and mys ti cal cru -
ci fix ion, right to her to tal im -
mo la tion with a view to the to -
tal re demp tion of hu man ity –
and that is what is re ally
meant by the words the Lord
spoke to her when she
wanted to of fer some thing to
the Blessed Vir gin on the
feast of Her Im mac u late
Heart in June 2001: “OF FER
TO HER THE WORLD RE -
DEEMED.” (“The King dom”, no.
150, July-Au gust 2001, p. 4)

Just as the Lady of All
Peo ples, in her Am ster dam
ap pa ri tions, pres ents her self
stand ing be fore the Cross,
so too the Lamb of Knock be -
fore the cross is a sym bol of
the Co-Re demp tion and the
Co-Redemptrix. It is an other
sign of the pre des ti na tion
that configures Ma rie-Paule
to and iden ti fies her with the
mys tery of the Co-Re demp -

tion. Is it sur pris ing then that,
hardly founded, the Army of
Mary would have as its em -
blem the lamb stand ing be -
fore the cross as a per pet ual
me mo rial of the mys tery of
Ma rie-Paule and of her life of
love that is truly the “Gos pel
of Mary”?

“THIS TIME IS OUR TIME”
This ex pres sion that co mes

up so of ten in the mes sages
of the Lady, speaks to us in
many ways. We un der stand,
of course, that it is the time of
ac tion on the part of the Most
Holy Trin ity and of Mary Im -
mac u late. In the term, “Our
Time”, it seems to me that the 
Lady is, as it were, en com -
pass ing all those who have
re ceived pro phetic lights, the
holy apos tles of Mary, Fa ther
de Montfort, Saint Maximilian 
Kolbe and so many oth ers
who are prop a ga tors of de -
vo tion to her, and es pe cially
all those who are the prin ci -
pal par tic i pants in this great
Com bat of the End: Ma rie-
Paule, the most re cent
Popes and es pe cially Pope
John Paul II, Raoul Auclair,
Marc Bosquart who will be
for ever blest for the rev e la -
tion of the “Mar ian Mys tery”
that he has un veiled to us,
be ing the first to grasp and to
be able to ex plain clearly the
mys tery of the Trin ity of the
Im mac u late, and all those
who have been close and
faith ful col lab o ra tors of the
“lit tle Mary of earth”. And She
would cer tainly wish to in -
clude here all those holy and
faith ful women who have fol -
lowed her Cal vary and all
those gen er ous men who are 

the Knights of Mary.
In her mes sages the Lady

said, speak ing of her self:
“And now, but only now, she
co mes into the world as the
Lady of All Peo ples. Why
now? Be cause the Lord
waited for this time. The other 
dog mas had to pre cede. As
the Life had to pre cede the
Lady of All Peo ples, so the
ear lier dog mas con cern the
Life and the de par ture of the
Lady.” (43rd ap pa ri tion, Oc to ber 5,
1952)

It was nec es sary that the
life be lived and that ev ery -
thing be re counted “to the
end that the dogma of the Co-
Re demp tion might fi nally be
pro claimed.”

THE LIT TLE OPEN BOOK
The nar ra tive of the Apoc -

a lypse pres ents us with two
books, as Raoul Auclair has
ex plained to us in the first vol -
ume of his se ries, L’Apoc a -
lypse.

“One is the Book the slain
Lamb is go ing to open in
heaven; and the other is that
which the ‘other an gel’ [the
Woman] is go ing to open.

“And one is the book open
in an eter nal open ing, thanks
to the sac ri fice of the Lamb (v. 
5-7).

“And the other is that
which the Woman will come
to open on earth.” (p. 335)

This lit tle book is men -
tioned in chap ter 10, verses 8 
to 11. Now, this pas sage is
quoted by our Found ress in
Life of Love (vol. XIII, p. 218),
and she ex plains that this text 
is “a good il lus tra tion of what
my life is”. She goes on to
say:

“I re ceive nour ish ment
from On-High: the words or
or ders of God, which are like
honey in my mouth, but im -
me di ately be come sour in my 
stom ach. How true that is!
Ev ery thing be comes suf fer -
ing when the or ders ‘re -
ceived’ have to be ap plied or
car ried out.”

The White Book re veals to 
us that, as a mar riage “bou -
quet”, Ma rie-Paule held in
her hand a closed book that,
with out her know ing it, was a
sym bol of the lit tle book with
the seven seals in the Apoc a -
lypse. “I MADE YOU MY FI AN -
CEE... THE SAME DAY YOU
WERE MAR RIED...,” the Lord
told her, Feb ru ary 1, 1959.
(Life of Love, vol. II, p. 145) And He 
gave her His “bou quet”, not
of hap pi ness and the per -
fume of flow ers, but a pain ful
mis sion con fig ured to His.

At the death of our Found -
ress, the open White Book,
con tain ing all the white
books that pre ceded it, and
lean ing against the open part
of her cas ket – as was
“shown” her –, will be the wit -
ness of the life of the Co-
Redemptrix come to re al ize
Mary’s prom ise at Fatima: “In 
the end, my Im mac u late
Heart will tri umph.”

For the wed ding feast 
of the Lamb has be gun,

and His Bride is pre pared 
to wel come Him.” (Apoc 19:7)

Yes, “ev ery thing was al -
ready pre des tined.”

Fa ther André Guillemette, 
O.FF.M.

Christ mas Greet ings from Swit zer land,
in the Wake of Raoul Auclair

In this is sue of the pa per, three au thors, with out con -
sult ing one an other, re called the ap pa ri tion at Knock
which Raoul Auclair had de ci phered in the pa per
L’Étoile and in the third vol ume of his se ries on the
Apoc a lypse. The pages de voted to Knock in this last
book were also brought to our at ten tion by a Daugh ter
of Mary, Sis ter Ga bri elle Carbonneau, who was struck
by the re al iza tion in our time of the mes sage of Knock.

It is prov i den tial that, in this is sue, al most all the con -
tri bu tors men tion the great prophet that Raoul Auclair
was, and this on the eve of the tenth an ni ver sary of his
death, an an ni ver sary also be ing marked by the bring ing
out of a DVD on his life and work.

More over, we re ceived an e-mail from Swit zer land
from a gen tle man who was deeply marked by Raoul and
who gives us his tes ti mo nial, at the same time as he of -
fers us his sea son’s greet ings.                                   Sylvie P.-R.

E-mail re ceived from Swit zer land on the ad dress of
the Com mu nity of the Lady:
To Raoul Auclair’s friends

Greet ings,

At the end of the 1970s, be gin ning of the 1980s, I kept up a
cor re spon dence with Raoul Auclair. I still have a few of his
hand writ ten let ters. I also wrote a few ar ti cles for his pa per (I

no lon ger re mem ber if it was “L’Étoile” or “Ma rie”), par tic u -
larly on the sub ject of the wed ding feast at Cana. I never met
him, but I had con ver sa tions with him on the tele phone.
I con sider Raoul Auclair to be my fa ther in the faith. To day, at
the age of 61, I am the fa ther of three chil dren, but I had first
opted for the priest hood.  In a let ter from him, I have just re -
read what he said to me: “You are a priest, that is un de ni able.”
Hav ing lost con tact with him at the end of the 1980s, I con tin -
ued to read his books, all his books. Only in 2002 did I try to
find out what had be come of my friend, geo graph i cally far
away but al ways close in heart and prayer. It was then that I
learned that he had passed away in Jan u ary 1997. Re mem ber -
ing a dream of the past in which he called me from Limoilou
to “seek asy lum in Swit zer land”(sic), I be gan look ing through
my pa pers for the note book in which, at that dif fi cult time in
my life, I was mak ing a note of my “dreams”. And I re al ized
that the date of that dream oc curred in the two weeks that fol -
lowed his death.
Only those who mock faith will be sur prised by this. As for
me, with out re ally be ing sur prised, I am al ways filled with
won der at the power of faith, love and friend ship, at the ten -
der ness of God. This “mi cro-event”which con cerns me per -
son ally, adds noth ing, of course, to what you and Raoul’s
friends al ready know. But I wanted to tell you about it and
greet you from afar, by wish ing you, with out know ing you, a
happy feast of Christ mas.
With my best re gards,
Jean-Pi erre Vauthey, Swit zer land


