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The Mes sage of John the Bap tist
From the time of Malachi, who lived

more than 400 years be fore Je sus
Christ, there had been no other proph -
ets in Is rael. So imag ine the joy of the
Jew ish peo ple when it learned that a
mes sen ger from God had come to
break that long si lence. And that mes -
sen ger was John the Bap tist, the last of
the Old Tes ta ment proph ets, he who
trav elled the val ley of the Jor dan to an -
nounce that the Mes siah, so longed for,
was there in their midst. And to all who
came to lis ten to him he said that the
Mes siah was close at hand and that
they must pre pare to wel come Him.

So the Gos pel tells us of John the
Bap tist’s vo ca tion, say ing that the word
of the Lord was ad dressed to him in the
desert. Now, from the be gin ning of his
min is try John the Bap tist sum moned ev -
ery one to re pent, to pen ance and to
prayer. And saint Luke quotes to us the
words of Isa iah who fore told John the
Bap tist, fig u ra tively, say ing: “A voice of
one cry ing in the wil der ness: ‘Pre pare
ye the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths. Ev ery val ley shall be filled, and
ev ery moun tain and hill shall be brought
low’.”

Those words of Isa iah in di cate to us
the ob sta cles we must over come if we
want to open the way of the Lord. Thus it
was that many peo ple heeded the
words of John the Bap tist and asked of
him the Bap tism of con ver sion and pen -
ance. Among the ones who ac cepted
his preach ing and fol lowed his coun sels
were those who, a few months later,
would ac cept the Mes siah and all His

teach ing.
And now John the Bap tist’s mes sage

is also ad dressed to us in this time of Ad -
vent. For there is no doubt that we also
will see sal va tion if we pre pare our heart
for it, if we con sent to open the eyes of
faith in lis ten ing to the voice that cries
out in the desert of our soul, that some -
times seems empty of God, whereas the 
Lord is liv ing in us. And it is thus that we
shall see God’s sal va tion.

And it is so that we may pre pare our -
selves for the sec ond com ing of Christ
that the Church trans mits once again to
us the mes sage of John the Bap tist. It is
for us to show our selves ca pa ble of lis -
ten ing at ten tively to it, of wel com ing it,
as did the throngs that gath ered on the
shores of the Jor dan to lis ten to the mes -
sage John the Bap tist de liv ered to them, 
and this to the end that we also may
profit from the im mi nent com ing of
Christ, King of the uni verse.

For the reign of Christ will only es tab -
lish it self in our soul if the soul is pre -
pared to re ceive it. So, let us fol low the
coun sels of John the Bap tist; let us pre -
pare the way for the Lord in or der that He 
may come to reign in our soul athirst for
God. For that, we must make straight
our in ten tions and our con duct, just as
we must ban ish our pride and ego ism.
We must like wise rec tify our dis torted
judg ments, smooth out the as per ity of
our char ac ter and, fi nally, fill in the ra -
vines of our heart empty of ide als, gen -
er os ity, love of God and neigh bor.

Con se quently, the need for in te rior
re form. The time of Ad vent is pre cisely a

time of con ver sion. And the will to beat
down ob sta cles is some thing in dis -
pens able if we want to ob tain sal va tion
from God. So Ad vent is a time of pen -
ance, and only an au then tic re pen tance
of our sins ob tains par don for us.

The ob sta cles in us that bar the way
to the Lord are of ten nu mer ous, both
those in te rior and those ex te rior, and
they im pede in us a clear vi sion of our
moral life per verted by the spirit of the
world. Un for tu nately, too many Chris -
tians no lon ger know what is right and
what is wrong in their life. And how
many priests there are who are no lon -
ger pre pared to give to the faith ful the
au then tic doc trine of Christ! Well, such
be hav ior can only sow con fu sion in souls.

And be cause our faith is not firm
enough we risk los ing cour age and con -
fi dence in God. And yet we know very
well that God is our only source of sal va -
tion. It is He who prom ises us peace,
hap pi ness and glory in spite of all our
weak nesses, pro vided we have the
strength to re turn to Him in or der to ask
par don of Him.

The lit urgy of the sec ond Sunday of
Ad vent as sures us that the Lord is soon
go ing to re al ize for us all that He has al -
ready an nounced to Je ru sa lem which is 
a fig ure of the Church and of each soul.
And what he has done for Je ru sa lem
pre fig ures what He has to do for His
Church and for each one of us. But for
that He is wait ing for us to place in Him
alone all our con fi dence.

So, as the Psalm ist sug gests to us:
“Let us place our hope in the Lord who
al ways sus tains us, and we will not be
dis ap pointed.”

Fa ther Vic tor Rizzi

GOD IS MY STRENGH, MY SONG
The more we ad vance

along the road lead ing us to
Christ mas, the more nu mer -
ous are the in vi ta tions to joy
in the bib li cal read ings and
the li tur gi cal prayers that ring 
out like a car il lon an nounc ing 
al ready the great joy of
Christ mas night: “Re joice in
the Lord al ways!”

It is dif fi cult, hu manly
speak ing, for a per son un -
der go ing a pain ful trial to re -
ceive such an in vi ta tion with -
out be ing a lit tle put out by it.
So we have to un der stand
that Saint Paul is not urg ing
us to an ex u ber ant joy – for it
is pos si ble to be nat u rally
joy ous and yet be scarcely
spir i tual –, but to a joy of a
su per nat u ral char ac ter based
on faith and love.

It goes with out say ing that 
vir tue does not sup press
com mon sense or thought -
ful ness of heart. Saint Paul
was a re al ist, very aware of
the mul ti ple dra mas and trib -
u la tions with which we are
con fronted. He did not live on 
a cloud and does not en cour -
age any one to do so. On the
con trary, he also ex horts us
to “weep with those who
weep” (Rom 12:15) and to
“help carry one an other’s

bur dens” (Gal 6:2).
All the same, he wants us

to share in the hope that
dwelt in him and that, for him, 
re mained an un fail ing
source of joy. Be cause he
ex pe ri enced the Lord’s love,
he can tell us across the cen -
tu ries: “Re joice, for the Lord
is near.” To be sure, that
means that Christ is about to
come, but it has more the
mean ing that He is close to
each per son, for He made
Him self into a lit tle child, born 
of a woman, in or der to share 
in our hu man con di tion,
down to the ti ni est de tails of
our daily life. Christ af firms in 
the “Be at i tudes” that He is
par tic u larly at ten tive to the
poor, those who weep, the
af flicted.

This in vi ta tion to joy, un -
der ev ery cir cum stance, is
rooted also in the cer tainty
that each pass ing day draws
us closer to the Lord in that
en coun ter in which the joy of
God, in a stream ing of light,
will for ever fill to over flow ing
the hearts of His chil dren
which we are.

Since that is how we are
as be liev ers, the worry and
even the an guish of each
day can con tinue to try us,

and yet we know that the ho -
ri zon is not closed, as it
would have been if Je sus
had not come to con ceal
Him self in our hu man ity in or -
der to en able it to par tic i pate
in His death and res ur rec tion 
in glory. Thanks to the com -
ing of Je sus we can joy fully
pro claim with Saint Paul that
“the suf fer ings of this time
are not wor thy to be com -
pared with the glory to come, 
that shall be re vealed in us”
(Rom 8:18).

Like unto all that is grand,
beau ti ful and ben e fi cial –
such as life, love, peace – joy 
is a gift of God, a ra di a tion of
His Be ing: God is Joy. And
that is why Saint Paul is so
firmly ex plicit: “Re joice in the
Lord al ways!” But even be -
fore Saint Paul, Isa iah called
the peo ple of God to al ways
live in hope and joy: “God is
my strength, my song” (Is
12:2).

How ever, it is not a mat ter
of cel e brat ing our own joy,
even though our hu man joys
may be per fectly le git i mate
and good; a sound un der -
stand ing of our ex is tence al -
ways in cludes, hu manly, a
cer tain sense of joy, that is to 
say, of that joy in liv ing that

bright ens our daily life; but if
that were all there was we
would soon be cre at ing plea -
sure at any price, fall ing into
a per ma nent state of di ver -
sion and into a false con cep -
tion of ex is tence that would
con sist in spurn ing all suf fer -
ing and, by that very fact, be -
com ing in ca pa ble of com ing
to grips with it.

Now, the right way to
meet with suf fer ing and all
that weight of ex is tence we
feel is to re mem ber that the
joy the co mes to us at Christ -
mas is not an em a na tion
from our hu man ness, but a
gift that truly co mes from
God. This call to joy is the
way God re ally gives Him self 
to us.

If there is one thing that is
of ten for got ten in the world of 
to day and in our own ex is -
tence, it is the prox im ity of
God in our life, the fun da -
men tal mean ing of our ex is -
tence as a Chris tian which
con sists in re ally re ceiv ing
God, not God as an idea or in 
po etry, but God for what He
is, God who gives Him self as 
Love, God who co mes to re -
new us in or der that we may
live by His love and for His
love.
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Pre par ing for Christ mas is 
all that; it is re new ing our out -
look, not based on all the
sat is fac tions we might be
able to in vent for our selves,
such as the “tin sel-Christ -
mas” or the “showy-Christ -
mas”, but on the very sim ple
Christ mas of joy that gushes
from the depths of the heart
and that con sists in con tem -
plat ing that God who co mes
to us as an in fant that is

Love. Joy is pre cisely an ef -
fect of char ity, of that love
which is God pres ent in us.

Let us re joice, for God is
here, in the Sac ra ment of
Char ity that we are go ing to
re ceive shortly. Now, it is
from char ity that all sanc ti fi -
ca tion flows. With out it we
would be noth ing but sound -
ing brass or a tin kling cym bal 
(1 Cor 13:1). Char ity has noth -
ing of the nat u ral, just as

Christ’s cross has noth ing of
the com fort able. From this
we can un der stand that the
joy of the Chris tian has lit tle
in com mon with an un trou -
bled life or a life of sen ti men -
tal ity.

Mary ex pe ri enced, more
than any one else, that joy
which is born of true love.
The spir i tual life of Mary was
a life of prayer, of con tact
with her Lord in the light of

char ity and in the night of
faith. By vir tue of this she
was, as Saint Paul rec om -
mends, al ways joy ful in the
Lord (cf. Phil 4:4). But  that joy
in her life im preg nated with
God also met with anx i eties
and tri als, all the more so in
that the spir i tual life con sists
in the love of God made con -
cretely man i fest in the ac -
cep tance of His di vine will.

Fa ther Maurice Péloquin

“Ev ery thing Has Al ready Been Pre des tined”
“She (the Lady) falls si lent, look ing off into the dis tance, then with a smile she adds:

‘Ev ery thing has al ready been pre des tined’ ” (32nd ap pa ri tion, April 29, 1951)

In the Feb ru ary 1980 is sue of
the pa per L’ÉTOILE, Raoul
Auclair in tro duces us to the
Knock ap pa ri tion which has
been given prom i nence by Pope 
John Paul II’s visit to the Shrine
of Knock in Ire land. Here is what
Raoul wrote.

A LIV ING PIC TURE 
OF THE APOC A LYPSE

It was Au gust 21, 1879, in a
wretched vil lage of a very poor
Ire land. The day was wan ing.
The sky was dark. Rain was fall -

ing. Then it was that the in hab it ants of the ham let – a dozen or
so houses were as yet oc cu pied – saw this:

In the pres by tery yard, right against the wall of the church,
there was an area of soft light and, in that light, three per sons
of dis tinc tion. The per son in the mid dle was ob vi ously the Vir -
gin Mary. As for the other two, the one stand ing to the right of
the Blessed Vir gin was thought to be Saint Jo seph, while it
was gen er ally agreed that the one to the left was Saint John
the Evan ge list. Who said this? Cer tainly none of the three, for
none of them spoke.

More over, this si lence and se crecy were quite re mark able, 
for al though the great epiph a nies of Mary had be gun in 1830,
never had an ap pa ri tion been sur rounded by so much mys -
tery.

But af ter all, if Heaven, while man i fest ing it self, re mained
so firmly si lent, this most cer tainly was be cause it was ex pe di -
ent that it do so, the un der standing of those things be ing re -
served to other times....

In ad di tion to the three per sons we have spo ken of, the
Knock ap pa ri tion in cluded other de tails. And it will be these
de tails which will open us to an un der stand ing of what
Heaven wanted to tell us that day in or der that we might un -
der stand it to day. They were: an al tar on which stood a Lamb.
A bare cross – not a cru ci fix – stood be hind the Lamb. Fi nally,
an other su premely sig nif i cant de tail: the per son to the left
held in his left hand an open book.

Let us now come back to each of the per sons and try to
con tem plate them through the eyes of those who saw them.
And first of all the One who could be no other but the Vir gin
Mary – beau ti ful, most beau ti ful, to be sure, just as she was on 
each of her vis its to earth dur ing a cen tury and a half. As tall as
a woman of earth, the flesh of her hands, her feet and her face
were ap par ently no dif fer ent from any flesh. She was clad in a
white dress closed at the neck. What im pressed the wit -
nesses was her crown.

Crowned: and hence QUEEN. Mary also had a rose on her
fore head...

A vi sion, cer tainly, but of an ex treme re al ism. It should be
pointed out that the wit nesses saw the three per sons with per -
fect clar ity, as clearly as if they had been “made of flesh and
blood”, as they put it.

The im pres sion of life and pres ence was so per fect, more -
over, that Pat rick Hill drew so close that he then tried to read in 
the open book held by the per son on the left. An old lady who
tried to kiss Mary’s foot was as ton ished to find her self kiss ing
empty space.

So a man stand ing to the left of Mary was pre sent ing an
open book. And this man, this bishop, the right arm bent and

raised level to the face, showed his hand,
the in dex and mid dle fin gers joined, the
oth ers closed, in the ges ture of Christ as
He is rep re sented in a royal and sol emn
pos ture in the por ti cos of ca the drals and in
the mo sa ics of Byzantine apses. Now, this
per son age, in a sub or di nate po si tion with
re spect to Mary, could not have been
Christ, even though he is re pro duc ing the
sign of su preme au thor ity. So, would he
not be the one on whom Christ con ferred
His power, His Vicar on earth, the bishop of 
Rome, the Pope?

As for the per son on the right, also turned to ward the Vir gin
Mary, he was bowed re spect fully, his hands joined in a ges -
ture of prayer. The only thing said of him was the he wore “a
mus tache touched with grey”.

We are now led to a con sid er ation of the al tar and the
Lamb. And it seems that here lies the key that will per mit an
un der stand ing of this se cret or si lent ap pa ri tion.

So, on the al tar stood a Lamb. His head, the wit nesses say, 
was turned to wards the west, its eyes fixed on the Blessed
Vir gin. Well, it is clear that this Lamb is the same as the one
whose name co mes up twenty-eight times in the Apoc a lypse.
He is so des ig nated un der only one other cir cum stance, and
al ways by Saint John. (Jn 21:15)

Now, in the Apoc a lypse the Lamb is linked to the OPEN ING
OF THE BOOK – THE OPEN BOOK be ing pre sented by the
bishop in the Knock ap pa ri tion. [As for the al tar, it] clearly ap -
pears to be the one shown in that same book of the Apoc a -
lypse, an al tar that is “in front of the throne” (Apoc 8:3) and upon
which, on that day of all days, the sac ri fice of the Lamb was
con sum mated. Thus the al tar is sur mounted, as an eter nal
me mo rial, by the wood of the sac ri fice: the cross.

In front of the throne are the seven spir its at tached to the
pres ence of Him who “has washed away our sins with his
blood” (Apoc 1:4-5); seven spir its, more over, that, else where,
are pre sented un der the im age of seven stars (Apoc 2:1). And
what do we see at Knock? One of the wit nesses says this:
“STARS, shin ing like gold form a halo about the LAMB.”

So it is, then, that all the de tails of the Knock ap pa ri tion re -
fer us to the great Vi sion of the Apoc a lypse. Now, in the Apoc -
a lypse an other de tail con cerns the Lamb: AN GELS sur round
the Lamb and adore it. (Apoc 7:11-12)

While the per sons con tem plated by the vil lag ers of Knock
had the qual ity of tan gi ble re al ity, ap peared to be re ally “flesh
and blood”, such was not the case with the an gels. Fur ther -
more, ex cept for Pat rick, did the other wit nesses see them?
But he, the child who climbed over the wall and ap proached
the “saints” close enough to be able to touch them, gives this
tes ti mony: “I con stantly saw AN GELS fly ing near the Lamb,
but only the beat ing of their wings was per cep ti ble to me, for
their heads, or faces, were hid den from me, be ing turned
away from me.”

So thus and as in the Apoc a lypse, an gels en cir cled the
Lamb and adored Him.

Fi nally – and we are now at the heart of the se cret of the
Knock mes sage –, fi nally, there is THE BOOK that is be ing
shown by the bishop, the bishop in whom we be lieve we see
the Bishop of all bish ops, Je sus Christ’s Vicar on earth.

And the BOOK is OPEN.
Now, it was the LAMB who opened the BOOK. (End of the ac -

count of the ap pa ri tion.)

by
Fr. André

Guillemette


