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“How Slow You Are to Be lieve!”
As two dis ci ples were walk ing to
Emmaus, they talked. “In the course
of their lively ex change, Je sus ap -
proached and be gan to walk along
with them. How ever, they were re -
strained from rec og niz ing him....

“[This man was] a prophet pow er ful in 
word and deed in the eyes of God and 
all the peo ple... Our chief priests and
lead ers de liv ered him up...

“They [the women]... failed to find his
body... they had seen a vi sion of an -
gels who de clared he was alive...

“Then he said to them: ‘What lit tle
sense you have! How slow you are to
be lieve all that the proph ets have an -
nounced!’... With that their eyes were
opened and they rec og nized him;
where upon he van ished from their
sight.” (LK 24:15-31)

The meet ing of Je sus with two of His
dis ci ples on the road to the vil lage of
Emmaus, three days af ter His death, is a 
strik ing ep i sode among the ap pa ri tions
that oc curred af ter Easter. The Emmaus 
meet ing re vi tal ized the faith of the Apos -
tles and dis ci ples. Still to day, it is used
as a learn ing tool for and a spir i tual ap -
proach to an un der stand ing of Chris tian
faith, no ta bly the Eu cha rist. Fur ther -
more, this ap pa ri tion of Je sus pro vides
an op por tu nity to deepen one’s mys ti cal
knowl edge which is too of ten set aside
and to draw from it per ti nent les sons for
the fu ture of Chris tian ity.

“How slow you are to be lieve all that
the proph ets have an nounced!” (Lk 24:25)

The an nounc ing of a Mes siah prom ised
by the Fa ther (the Re demp tion) is pres -
ent through out the Old Tes ta ment, He
who must come in or der to save His peo -
ple and open Heaven closed by the pri -
mor dial fall. The same is true for the
proph ecy of the reign or the prom ised
ter res trial King dom; it bursts forth from
the pages of the New Tes ta ment, thus
in di cat ing the re newal of the Church and 
the chain ing of Sa tan (the Co-Re demp -
tion). First of all, the proph ecy of the
mys tery of the Re demp tion, and then
the proph ecy of the mys tery of the Co-
Re demp tion.

None the less, ev ery time the proph -
ecy is re al ize in his tory, un be lief is the
re ac tion of the vast ma jor ity, with only a
“little rem nant” of the peo ple re main ing
faith ful, aware that it is liv ing the prom -
ised event. “How slow you are to be lieve
all that the proph ets have an nounced!”
(Lk 24:25) 

“Je sus be gan to walk along with
them. How ever, they were re strained
from rec og niz ing him.” (Lk 24:15-16) How
easy it is not to be lieve! How dif fi cult it is
to be lieve! There is an abyss be tween
these two at ti tudes. To limit one self to
one’s in tel li gence and its re lated fac ul -
ties in the psy chic body means pre dis -
pos ing one self to not be liev ing, whereas 
to open one self to the ba sic as pi ra tions
and other fac ul ties of the spir i tual body
is to pre pare one self to be lieve. The
mys tery of the Re demp tion was al ready
con fronted with this dif fi culty, for the dis -
ci ples were slow to be lieve, and the
mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion will also
be con fronted with it. To be lieve or not to 

be lieve? One must first live the event
and not try to ex plain the mys tery be fore
be liev ing in it. Yes, to live fully the event
or the mys tery. Only then can the ex pla -
na tion and knowl edge of the event or the 
mys tery come about.

Je sus de lib er ately acted in this man -
ner in the ed u ca tion of His Apos tles and
dis ci ples af ter the Pas chal event. “In the
course of their lively ex change, Je sus
ap proached and be gan to walk along
with them.... ‘What lit tle sense you have! 
How slow you are to be lieve...’ ” (Lk

24:15,25) It is clear that Je sus does not
adopt the in tel lec tual ap proach of the
dis ci ples too inclined to dis cus sion and
ce re bral un der stand ing. They were dis -
cuss ing, but Je sus first be gan by re -
strict ing Him self to walk ing with them,
with mak ing them live the ex pe ri ence of
His be ing with them. The real pres ence
of Je sus in their midst. The faith of the
heart as the es sen tial at ti tude in a spir i -
tual pro gres sion. It was not long be fore
there was a re sult: “their eyes were
opened and they rec og nized him”. (Lk

24:31)

“IT IS BETTER TO BE LIEVE”
It is dis turb ing to have be lieved in

some thing and then to re al ize that we
have made a mis take, but it is even
more re gret ta ble not to have be lieved
when events con firm the ve rac ity of the
su per nat u ral facts we re jected.

Pope Ur ban VIII (1623-1644), some -
times quoted in the pre am ble of books
deal ing with mys ti cal events or ap pa ri -
tions, made, in his time, a very per ti nent
com men tary con cern ing the faith one
can have in what is su per nat u ral.
Rightly, he said: 

“It is better to be lieve than not to be -
lieve. When there is a ce les tial ap pa ri -
tion, ei ther of Je sus or His blessed
Mother, if you be lieve in it and one day it
turns out not to be founded, not to be
true, you will have lost noth ing in hav ing
be lieved in it, but if some day it is rec og -
nized by the au thor i ties, you will be very
happy to have be lieved in it.”

It is all the more es sen tial to be lieve

when the de mands made and the in di -
ca tions given by the Lord are cor rob o -
rated by all the signs of a life to tally
given, as in Ma rie-Paule’s life.

With out mak ing the spir i tual par al lels
proper to the Pas chal the ol ogy of the
meet ing with the dis ci ples of Emmaus,
Ma rie-Paule re counts her ex pe ri ence of
the mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion. We
can see in it the in ter ven tion of God and
also the mis trust of Bishop Jean, he who 
nev er the less evolved in the spir i tual
am bi ance of the Lady as the dis ci ples
evolved in the spir i tual am bi ance of the
Lord.

THE CO-REDEMPTRIX
These days we are liv ing fra ter nally,
and I say to the Lord,
“Who would ever sus pect the drama
be ing played out be tween Jean and
Ma rie? Why do I have to in ter vene in
this mat ter? My heart is bleed ing.
Why is it al ways I who am lac er ated?”
At once the re ply co mes back:
“BE CAUSE YOU ARE THE CO-

REDEMPTRIX.”

Shortly af ter wards I give Jean this in -
for ma tion, and he re plies sharply,
“Oh no! you’re not the Co-Re demp -
trix, but a per fect im age of Mary. Be
care ful! The ol ogy!”
And again, what suf fer ing. This in for -
ma tion came to me in the same light
as all the rest. Am I to have doubts
about its or i gin? I feel no joy. This
dec la ra tion seems to be ad dressed
to an other per son. No, no joy but al -
ways suf fer ing.
“I’m not asked to ex plain what I ‘re -
ceive’ from On-High,” I say to His Ex -
cel lency, “but to live it.” (Life of Love, vol.

XIII, pp. 84-85)

The the ol ogy of the meet ing of the
dis ci ples of Emmaus shows through in
Life of Love. Ma rie-Paule’s re ply to
Bishop Jean cor re sponds to the ex pe ri -
ence of pres ence and faith that Je sus
strives to make His dis ci ples live.  Thus,
Ma rie-Paule says: “I’m not asked to ex -
plain what I ‘re ceive’ from On-High, but
to live it.” (Id.)

So, Life of Love can be con sid ered to
be a sort of post-Pas chal ex pe ri ence, all 
the more so since Ma rie-Paule did not
study the ol ogy. Her teach ing re flects
much more what she has lived, her ex -
pe ri ence, love, the Pas sion. Is that not
what the Lord Him self did through His
life, pas sion, death and res ur rec tion, of
which the Gos pels give us an ac count?

“How slow you are to be lieve all that
the proph ets have an nounced!” (Lk 24:25)

Bishop Jean’s re ply to the word used
by the Lord to de fine Ma rie-Paule’s role
is con tra dic tory. On the one hand, he
de nies: “You are not the Co-Redemp -
trix”, but on the other, he states: “You
are a per fect im age of Mary.” If Ma rie-
Paule is a per fect im age of Mary – a sub -
lime ob ser va tion –, it should be easy to
be lieve in the spir i tual de vel op ments
likely to fully jus tify the ti tle of Co-
Redemptrix. There is no con tra dic tion,
but rather con fir ma tion.

In the same breath, Bishop Jean
warns: “Be care ful! The ol ogy!”

Meet ing of the two dis ci ples with Je sus 
on the road to the vil lage of Emmaus.
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“TELL THAT TO THE THEO LO GIANS”
In ac tual fact, the mes sages of the

Lady of All Peo ples to Ida, the seeress in 
Am ster dam, re ply on sev eral oc ca sions
to the ob jec tions of theo lo gians.

“Lis ten well and tell the theo lo gians
and the peo ples of this world to pres -
ent my mes sage well and to try to un -
der stand it thor oughly....
“The Lord and Cre ator has judged it
nec es sary to give, through the Lady
of All Peo ples, a warn ing to the
Church. The time has come. Tell that
to the theo lo gians....
“The Church is and re mains. The
Doc trine is and re mains. The form,
how ever, and the laws, with the in ter -
ven tion of the Holy Spirit, can be
amended. Tell that to your theo lo -
gians.” (The Lady of All Peo ples, 39th mes -

sage)

“That is why, in this time, I re veal this
new Name, and I say, ‘I am the Lady
of All Peo ples who once was Mary.’
Tell this to your theo lo gians. And
such is the mean ing of these words
for the theo lo gians.” (Id., 41st mes sage)

“HE WILL DO THE WORKS I DO”
Je sus Him self warned His Apos tles

with re gard to the fu ture de vel op ments
in His Church: 

“Be lieve me that I am in the Fa ther
and the Fa ther is in me, or else, be -
lieve be cause of the works I do. I sol -
emnly as sure you, the man who has
faith in me will do the works I do, and
greater far than these. Why? Be -
cause I go to the Fa ther, and what -
ever you ask in my name I will do, so
as to glo rify the Fa ther in the Son.
Any thing you ask me in my name I will 
do.” (Jn 14:11-14)

The Lord could not be any clearer:
“The man who has faith in me will do the
works I do, and greater far than these.”
Fur ther more, when one of Je sus’ dec la -

ra tions be gins with the ex pres sion “I sol -
emnly as sure you”, that is to de clare
with force a truth to be pro claimed. The
ecclesial and spir i tual po ten tial prom -
ised is gran di ose; it is lim ited only by the
lim i ta tions of faith.

The mys tery of the Co-Re demp tion
be ing de ployed un der the re gard of
Chris tians in our time, re veals the splen -
dors of the love of God which nour ishes
the spir i tual de vel op ment of hu man ity.
And so it is that in the Church of John the
Lord’s wishes are ac com plished. 

“The great works” prom ised in Saint
Luke’s gos pel are be ing man i fested
there in abun dance. The Army of Mary
and its ba sis, the mys tery of the Co-Re -
demp tion, are the guar an teed ex pres -
sion of the Lord’s will, and the mys ti cal
frame work of Life of Love is the as sured
re flec tion of the Lord’s proph ecy. “Then
will be gin the great task, the crown ing of
Mary, the def i ni tion of the dogma of Co-
Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Ad vo cate.”
(The Lady of All Peo ples, 47th mes sage, Oc to ber

11, 1953)

THE CHURCH OF JOHN
For some time now, ac cu sa tions

have been com ing from all di rec tions,
con demn ing the Army of Mary, the Sons 
of Mary and Mother Paul-Ma rie as
schis mat ics. Now, there is no in ten tion
or de sire or even vague de sire in these
lat ter of cre at ing a schism. 

To ac com plish the Lord’s will as He
co mes to the res cue of His Church, is
that cre at ing a schism? To be lieve in the
mys ti cal and pro phetic rev e la tions
made to Mother Paul-Ma rie for the re -
newal of the Church, is that cre at ing a
schism? 

The Church of John is not a Church
which has bro ken away from the past.
And if the Church of John were, on the
con trary, the tri umph of the Church of
Pe ter? “How slow you are to be lieve all

that the proph ets have an nounced!” (Lk

24:25)

In fact, is all of that not, in stead, to be
set in re la tion with the Com mu nity of the
Lady of All Peo ples which the Lady her -
self an nounced in her mes sages in Am -
ster dam?

“Be cause the world as pires to unity in 
all that con cerns the af fairs of this
world, the Lord and Mas ter de sires to
bring spir i tual unity to the peo ples of
this world. That is why He sends
Myriam – or Mary –, and He sends
her as the Lady of All Peo ples.” (The

Lady of All Peo ples, 36th mes sage, Sep tem -

ber 20, 1951)

“The Lady of All Peo ples de sires that
there be unity, in the Holy Spirit, the
True.” (Id., 50th mes sage, May 31, 1954)

“Peo ples, im plore the Fa ther, the
Son, the Holy Spirit that ‘He’ pro tect
His peo ple, that ‘He’ re store the unity
of His peo ple.

“It is unity which His peo ple must at -
tain. To be one, unity; and over and
above this unity, the Lady of All Peo -
ples...

“For it is she who has re ceived the
power to bring her peoples to take
form in unity. For it is she who has re -
ceived the power to gather her peo -
ples into one great and sin gle Com -
mu nity.” (Id., 51st mes sage, May 31, 1955)

Truth will make its way, re gard less of
the cost and the blows. Let us have con -
fi dence al ways. Let us al ways have
faith. Even if we must deal with pu ri fy ing
doubts, it is im por tant to main tain alive
the in te rior be lief, that speaks to the
heart of each one, in the Lady’s Work.
The Holy Spirit does not de ceive, He lib -
er ates. 

“How slow you are to be lieve all that
the proph ets have an nounced!” (Lk 24:25)

May 1, 2007 Joël Fortin

Li tur gi cal and Pas to ral Ac tiv i ties 
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter Spiri-Maria,

Lac-Etchemin

(July, Au gust, Sep tem ber and Oc to ber 2007)

1. Sat ur day and Sunday, June 30 and July 1: 
“The Most Pre cious Blood of Je sus”

2. Sat ur day and Sunday, July 21 and 22: 
“Saint Anne, our Pa tron ess”

3. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 11 and 12: 
“Through the As sump tion, Mary en tered in glory.”

4. Sat ur day and Sunday, Au gust 25 and 26: “To day (Au -
gust 28) saw the found ing of the Army of Mary”

5. Fri day, Sat ur day and Sunday, Sep tem ber 14, 15 and 16:
Days of prayer in honor of the Tri umph of the Cross
(more in for ma tion will be avail able in the next is sue of
the pa per)

6. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 13 and 14: 
“Our Lady of Fatima”

7. Sat ur day and Sunday, Oc to ber 27 and 28: 
“Church of John - Mis sion ary Church”

On the or di nary days of prayer, the pro gram be gins at
9:30 a.m. On Sat ur days, it be gins with a Mar ian Hour fol -
lowed by a sol emn Mass, lunch and time for ad o ra tion, and 
the Eucharistic Hour in the af ter noon. On Sun days, the
pro gram be gins with a sol emn Mass, fol lowed by the Mar -
ian Hour, lunch and ad o ra tion, and the Eucharistic Hour in 
the af ter noon. There is a sec ond Sunday Mass at 2:30 p.m.

Ev ery one is cor dially wel come!

NEW ITEMS FOR SALE
DVD

As a sou ve nir of the day of prayer held at Spiri-Maria on
May 31, 2007, in honor of the Lady of All Peo ples, un der the 
theme: “Fiat! May thy will be done!”, a set of DVDs is avail -
able, of fer ing a re cord ing of the day’s spir i tual con fer -
ences, and the spe cial cer e mony and sol emn Mass held in
the eve ning.
Set of 3 DVDs
1. Morn ing pro gram and spir i tual con fer ences 
2. Af ter noon pro gram and spir i tual conferences
3.  Spe cial pro gram and sol emn Mass in the eve ning

SOU VE NIR HOLY PIC TURES
– Mother Paul-Ma rie – Pa dre Jean-Pi erre
– Saint Raoul-Ma rie

DEC O RA TIVE CAN DLES
Dec o ra tive can dles with re place able tealights
– Em blem of the Church of John
 (with or with out the motto “I be lieve!”)
– In mem ory of Saint Raoul-Ma rie

CRU CI FIX 
Hand made, molded cor pus in ure thane, on a var nished
cross.
Avail able in three col ors: gold, sil ver or ivory
Size: 10 in. (25.5. cm)

PUB LI CA TIONS:
Con fer ences by Sis ter Jeanne d’Arc Demers
11. To wards a New World - 12. Two Com ple men tary Works
13. A Se ri ous Move ment, the Army of Mary: “Come and
See...” - Size: 4¾ x 6½ in. (12.5 x 16.5 cm) - 28 or 32 pages

Avail able through your lo cal Army of Mary Book store
or “Le Ros ier d’Or”




