
2,000 Years Later: Same At ti tude, Same Lack of Un der stand ing

In its July-Au gust 2007 is sue, Pas to -
rale-Québec, the of fi cial pub li ca tion of
the Di o cese of Que bec, pub lished an ar -
ti cle that it called a “con trib u tory doc u -
ment”, signed by Fa ther Michel Fournier 
and en ti tled “The Army of Mary and the
Cath o lic Church, Sep a rated Breth ren?”

The ques tion that pres ents it self af ter 
an at ten tive read ing of the text, is as fol -
lows: “This doc u ment in cludes, among
other kinds, a cer tain amount of true in -
for ma tion – not al ways im par tial or com -
plete or cor rectly slanted, but, on the
whole, it is true. More than that, the tone
is calm, poised even, the ar gu ments are
valid and ju di cious, if one takes the au -
thor’s point of view, and the whole of it gives
a first im pres sion of ac cep tance of the
facts in a sort of se ren ity. But then if the
doc u ment pos sesses all these qual i ties
why is it im pos si ble for me to ac cept it?

Why? Be cause, right from the ti tle, it
is based on an er ror: in the Lady’s Work
(more pre cisely, in the Army of Mary
which is the first stage of it) and rel a tive
to the pres ent Cath o lic Church, we are
not be liev ers leav ing it (the “sep a -
rated”),but per sons who al ready be lieve 
in what is go ing to suc ceed it in the fu -
ture. In other words, we do not de fine
our selves, first and fore most, in re ac tion 
to what ex ists to day (as “dis sent ers”
from the Church of Pe ter), but in obe di -
ence to God in re gard to what He wants
to bring about (as the first mem bers of
the Church of John which is to lead us to
the King dom).

And that is what Fa ther Michel
Fournier does not see, can not see, be -
cause it is some thing that, to him, is in -
con ceiv able – not only to him but to al -
most the to tal ity of the Cath o lic Church.
And that is the rea son he can go so far
as to per ceive us as “breth ren”,  in com -
par i son to other known sit u a tions, but
not as “fol low ers”, that is to say, the
ones who “come af ter” the cur rent
Church, with the mis sion of re build ing it
un der an other form and of com pletely
re new ing it.

And yet the au thor co mes close to the 

truth to a cer tain ex tent when he de -
scribes us as “a new re li gious group...
un der the guid ance of a spir i tual head
who suc ceeds... the pre ced ing head,”
but, un for tu nately, he only puts things
thus to im me di ately dis tance him self
from them. More over, and to put things
more pre cisely, the Church of John
does not “suc ceed” the Church of Pe ter
– nor Pa dre Jean-Pi erre the Pope of the
“old Rome” –, but it gath ers up its her i -
tage and re vi tal izes it so that the re -
newed Church of Christ can be come
and is be com ing ef fec tively the spir i tual
foun da tion of the King dom to come.
That is why we are not “sep a rated breth -
ren”, but truly heirs.

What is more, the au thor does not
seem to be aware of to what ex tent his
at ti tude is a re pro duc tion of an other.
Thus, of old, the Jews also looked upon
the first Chris tians as “sep a rated breth -
ren” (“sec tar i ans”, ac cord ing to the
name they gave them), but did the
Chris tians see them selves as such? No, 
for they de fined them selves quite sim ply 
as Jews who had rec og nized the Re -
deemer. Well, we are de fin ing our selves 
as Chris tians who have rec og nized the
Co-Redemptrix! With, ob vi ously, all that
fol lows from that. 

Does that make of us “sep a rated
breth ren” like the Prot es tants who con -
sti tuted them selves sep a rate Churches
in re ject ing this or that point of doc trine
of the Cath o lic faith to which they were
op posed, against which they “pro -
tested”? Not at all; we are not pro test ing
and we are re ject ing noth ing of the doc -
trine and the true Cath o lic faith – and the 
same holds true, con trary to what Fa -
ther Fournier writes in his ar ti cle, with re -
gard to “fi del ity to Rome and to the
Pope”. That will one day be clear to ev -
ery one.

As far as re jec tion is con cerned, quite 
the con trary would be true; our Cath o lic
faith has not been “shrunk”, but has
been en riched, as we see it, by the
whole Work of the Co-Re demp tion and
by the whole of the mys tery of the Co-

Redemptrix to the ex -
tent where, far from
pro test ing against some
el e ment of the doc trine
or the faith, we are
“add ing to them”!

Since that is how it
is, it is not we who are
sep a rat ing from any -
one or any thing what -
so ever; it is the Cath o lic Church which,
in not rec og niz ing the in ter ven tion of
God in our time, is sep a rat ing from us
who rec og nize it. It is the Cath o lic
Church that re fuses to “evolve”, to con -
sider the pos si bil ity that God can in ter -
vene in the world in a man ner other than
that which it is pre pared to ac cept (“on
the strength of rev e la tions re ceived by
the Found ress”, to use the words of Fa -
ther Fournier). Still, it is not God who
must bend to the views of the Church,
but the Church which must be at the ser -
vice of God.

Of course to day it seems sheer mad -
ness to imag ine that the Church of John
could one day know a tre men dous ex -
pan sion and gather to it self more faith ful
than the Church of Pe ter – pre cisely as it 
was un think able to the Jews that the
Chris tian “sec tar i ans” would one day be
a hun dred times more nu mer ous than
they would be!

At this time, the Church of Pe ter does
not rec og nize the Work of the Lady and,
more par tic u larly, the Church of John.
But one day – when the world will have
changed, when, on our side, mat ters will 
have evolved (the lit urgy, the doc trine
and the sac ra ments) –, the ques tion that 
could well be asked will be to know if, in
the King dom and even be fore that, the
new Church of John will be able to rec -
og nize what will be left of the Church of
Pe ter when this lat ter will be “fos sil ized”
in its re fusal to ac cept the facts: that God 
can act through Ma rie-Paule, with a
view to the re gen er a tion of hu man ity,
that He did this out of Love and that we
must bless Them for it for ever!
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Con fir ma tions at Spiri-Maria

On Sunday, July 8, 2007, at the Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen -
ter Spiri-Maria, Pa dre Jean-Pi erre con firmed twenty-seven
young peo ple from the Mar ian Work. The sig nif i cance of this
sac ra ment was re called for us by Fa ther Benoît Picard in his
hom ily.

“As in the Gos pel, the mis sion ary call re sounds anew. In ef -
fect, to re ceive Con fir ma tion is to be strength ened by the Holy
Spirit in or der to bear wit ness. If, at the time of the Re deemer,
it was nec es sary to pro claim the ev er last ing King dom, to day, it 
is nec es sary to pro claim the com ing of the Lady, Co-
Redemptrix, with a view to the ter res trial King dom. It is a
beau ti ful and ex alt ing mis sion. Through Life of Love, the lights 
from On-High are given and “tor rents of graces and bless ings
fall upon the small num ber who have pen e trated the spir i tual
ways of Rev e la tion and opened them selves to the True Spirit
whose com ing, with a view to a new world, has also been an -
nounced by Mary, the Lady of All Peo ples” (Mother Paul-Ma rie,
The Com mu nity of the Lady of All Peo ples, pp. 93-94). One must have
read in or der to al ways un der stand what the Spirit says to the
Church. The three worlds have been re vealed, the three bod ies

re dis cov ered. Be fore us, the
road has been opened and it
climbs all the way to the world 
where ev ery thing is Eu cha rist. 
Noth ing of the great Cath o lic
Tra di tion has been set aside;
on the con trary, it has been
given even more worth.

“But, to ad vance in spir i -
tual ways, it is nec es sary that
one’s faith be tested... We have
no need of a doc tor ate or any
par tic u lar wealth, but of a
mys ti cal heart. We have more
than we need, for we  have re -
ceived graces upon graces.

“Let us be chil dren of light!
Let us con se crate our selves to
Mary, let ting her draw the Holy Spirit into us. By  the Spirit
and the Lady, may we fol low the fur row cut by Life of Love, so
that one day we too, hav ing be come Eu cha rist, may sing the
Glory to God in the be atific vi sion!”

Sylvie Payeur R.

Marc-Ange Rodrigue, son of
Sylvie Chagnon and Michel
Rodrigue, re ceiv ing the sac ra -
ment of Con fir ma tion. 
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