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The Con trib u tory Doc u ment of Pas to rale-Québec

Dear Pa dre Jean-Pi erre,

I have read twice Pas to -
rale-Québec’s “con trib u tory
doc u ment” con cern ing us. I
can not un der stand how that
priest can speak of us as if
the whole of the Cath o lic
Church in its hi er ar chy had
de creed that we were out side 
the Church. And how can one 
talk about be ing a brother
while de ny ing one’s Mother?

No, that priest is re ally not
with it! At no point does he en -
vis age the pos si bil ity of di -
vine in ter ven tions that tran -
scend our hu man, so cial and
ecclesial views and ca pac i -
ties. So he speaks of “sim u la -
tion”, of “va lid ity”, “power”
and “il licit” as if the Church of
John had to re fer to the ex ist -
ing hi er ar chy of the Church of 
Pe ter.

The but ter fly does not
deny the chrys a lis that
formed it, nor the cat er pil lar.
No, but it is now in an other di -
men sion and flies by its own
wings.

The Army of Mary is said
to be schis matic. The first
Chris tians, of Jew ish or i gin,
who had been formed ac -
cord ing to the law of the Tem -
ple, what were they? Who
was able to hold them back?

As for us, we know very
well that the Sons of Mary
priests pur sue, not a “pro fes -
sion” but a priest hood for the
wel fare of souls, re spond ing
pos i tively, with out lim its and
unconditionally, to the di vine
de mands.

Of what im por tance are
our ti tles, our ed u ca tion, our
di plo mas, our so cial and
ecclesial rank if they are not
in con for mity with the di vine
plan? Can we dis obey the
Mother of God who be -

seeches us not to change a
word of her prayer, know ing
the im mense dan ger hu man -
ity is run ning, and de cree that 
we are do ing God’s will,
whether the Good God wants 
it or not?

We know and we be lieve
that the min is try of the Sons
of Mary priests is rec og nized
by her who formed in her
womb the Au thor of the
Priest hood, and that God is
truly all-pow er ful and mer ci -
ful. And so, in spite of the re -
bel lion of the men of our time,
He pro ceeds as He wills to
and with the means that He
wills to use, with a view to the
re gen er a tion of hu man ity
through the Lady who acts in
Mother Paul-Ma rie.

The af fir ma tions of the first 
Chris tians ap peared ir rec on -
cil able with the faith of the
Jew ish peo ple. And yet, cer -
tain of the lat ter, who are still
await ing the Mes siah, will,
sooner or later, but in ev i ta -
bly, rec og nize Him whom
they pierced.

Did the first Chris tians ap -
pear to “be iso lat ing them -
selves”, “break ing away”,
“caus ing harm”, to the keep -
ers of the Tem ple? Do we not
now have a pan oramic view
of his tory, and new lights on
es cha tol ogy?

In my twenty-five years in
the Army of Mary I have
never seen any one who
wanted to “stand up to” any -
one whom so ever, and even
less to “be right at any cost”. I
have seen only obe di ence to
men of God and to God rather 
than men, above all when
these lat ter sought to stand
up to God and the Mother of
God (cf. the prayer with “who
once was Mary” ex cised from 
it).

As for the way to carry the
Cross, let those who ac cuse
us and ac cuse our Mother
read Life of Love and they will 
see that the Cross is om ni -
pres ent in the life of our
Found ress, in vit ing all men to 
take it up in the mundanity of
their daily life.

Cu ri ously,
the read ing
from the
Gospel yes -
ter day was:

“Be ware
of false pro -
ph ets who come to you dis -
guised as sheep but un der -
neath are rav en ous wolves.
You will be able to tell them
by their fruits. Can peo ple
pick grapes from thorns, or
figs from this tles? In the
same way, a sound tree pro -
duces good fruit but a rot ten
tree bad fruit. A sound tree
can not bear bad fruit, nor a
rot ten tree bear good fruit.
Any tree that does not pro -
duce good fruit is cut down
and thrown on the fire. I re -
peat, you will be able to tell
them by their fruits.” (Mt 7:15-20)

And Fa ther Michel Fournier
ac knowl edges, in his let ter,
the good fruit, but he wants to
re ject the tree that bears it.

Yes, Fa ther Fournier
clearly sees in the even tu al i -
ties await ing us that the cross 
out lined on the ho ri zon of
“can ons” con trib utes to
“open ing up new paths”.

On Oc to ber 27, 1986,
Pope John Paul II, in the Ba -
sil ica of Saint Mary of the An -
gels in Assisi, said this:

“Ev ery hu man be ing must
hon estly fol low his or her up -
right con science with the in -
ten tion of seek ing the truth
and obey ing it.”

May the Lady of All Peo -
ples, who once was Mary, be
our Ad vo cate and gather to -
gether all the souls so sorely
tried in this time which is our
time!

Re spect fully,

June 29, 2007
François Pillot

François
Pillot

+

Lord Je sus Christ,
Son of the Fa ther,

send now your Spi rit
over the earth.

Let the Holy Spi rit live
in the hearts of all peo ples,
that they may be pre ser ved

from cor rup tion,
di sas ter and war.

May the Lady
of All Peo ples,

who once was Mary,
be our Advo cate! Amen.

Impri ma tur: Padre Jean-Pierre
Church of John
Spi ri-Ma ria, May 31, 2007
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A CON TRIB U TORY DOC U MENT

The Army of Mary
and the Cath o lic Church:

Sep a rated Breth ren

At the be gin ning of the 1960s, the
ex pres sion “sep a rated breth ren”

was brought to the fore by Pope John
XXIII to de scribe the re la tion ship ex -
ist ing be tween mem bers of the Cath -
o lic Church and those of other Chris -
tian Churches. In the con text of that
time, the mean ing of that ex pres sion
was some thing like this: the Prot es -
tants and we are sep a rated, that is
true, but all the same we are broth ers

in Je sus Christ. So the em pha sis bore
more on fraternalism and less on sep -
a ra tion, brought out the first and
blurred the sec ond.

And now, that ex pres sion could re -
sur face to de scribe the evo lu tion of
the re la tion ship be tween the Army of
Mary and the Cath o lic Church, with
the em pha sis on fraternalism or sep a -
ra tion, on what unites or on what di -
vides, de pend ing on the point of view

from which the re al ity is con sid ered.
What will per haps be as ton ish ing is
that this ex pres sion should be used to
de scribe the re la tion ship with the
Cath o lic Church of a group that had
made fi del ity to Rome and to the
Pope the sine qua non sign by which
it could be recgonized. But the oc cur -
rence of re cent events raises sev eral
se ri ous ques tions. Let us take a closer
look at them.

Strange Pres byt er al Or di na tions
Sep a ra tion: that is what emerges

from a cer e mony held, June 1, in their 
cha pel at Lac-Etchemin when the
sim u lated or di na tion of six priests
took place there. It was in deed a sim -
u la tion since the min is ter pre sid ing
over the cer e mony is not a bishop and 
has no part in the ap os tolic suc ces -
sion; he had no power to do val idly



“THE KING DOM”, No. 186, July-August 2007     5

what he did. So the six men who were
the ben e fi cia ries of the cer e mony are
not priests; they can not cel e brate the
Eu cha rist, par don sins, preach the
word of God – in short, they can not
ex er cise the func tions of a priest.

Other priests are mem bers of the
Sons of Mary and tied in with the
Army of Mary. They were pre vi ously
val idly or dained, but they are not au -
tho rized by the Arch bishop of Que -
bec to ex er cise the priestly min is try
here. In a Spe cial Dec la ra tion pub -
lished in Pas to rale-Québec, March 26, 
2007, Car di nal Marc Ouellet said, “I
con firm and re in force what was for -
merly ex pressed by the Ca na dian
Bish ops... The Army of Mary has
clearly and pub licly be come a schis -
matic move ment and thus a non-
Cath o lic as so ci a tion.... Its priests and
dea cons can no lon ger ex er cise any
min is try within the Arch di o cese of
Que bec.” In tech ni cal terms, these
priests do not pos sess the re quired ca -
non i cal fac ul ties, they have no ju ris -
dic tion and nei ther can they any lon -
ger carry out the func tions of a priest
for the ben e fit of the faith ful.

A Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner
More over, the Sons of Mary priests 

are in a com pli cated sit u a tion with re -
gard to their priest hood. They were
or dained priests for ser vice in di o -
ceses from which they have long been
ab sent; the re la tion ship with the
bishop who called them to the priest -
hood has be come a sort of empty
shell; the bond of incardination no
lon ger has mean ing. To rem edy that
sit u a tion, Rome, in 2003, gave them a
Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner, that is to
say, a provisional eccelsiastical su pe -
rior, in the per son of Arch bishop
Terrence Prendergast. Born in Mon -
treal, he is a Je suit, a pro fes sor Sa cred
Scrip ture, in volved for long in mat -
ters con cern ing for ma tion for the
priest hood. He is like wise fa mil iar
with pas to ral gov ern ment through
his ex pe ri ence as Aux il iary Bishop in
To ronto and then as Arch bishop of
Hal i fax. His cur ric u lum vi tae made
him the most ap pro pri ate can di date
to ren der this ser vice to the Church.

Arch bishop Prendergast made a
num ber of trips to Que bec and Lac-
Etchemin in or der to meet with the
Sons of Mary and to get first hand
knowl edge from them on their per -
cep tion of the sit u a tion. He wrote
them a num ber of let ters to en cour -
age them. He vis ited most of those
who were in pas to ral ser vice in other
di o ceses. The im ple men ta tion of his
man date be came prob lem atic when
the Sons of Mary re fused to ab stain
from acts of an am big u ous na ture on
the plane of the faith, or, again, when
some of them cel e brated the sac ra -
ments in an il licit or in valid man ner,
even af ter hav ing been for mally urged 

not to do so. Cur rently, the Sons of
Mary priests have all re turned to
Que bec and are with out any rec og -
nized min is try. This sit u a tion can not
fail to ap pear par a dox i cal when pas -
to ral needs are so press ing.

The one who holds the le git i mate
au thor ity in re gard to the diaconal or
pres byt er al or di na tion of the Sons of
Mary is the Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner. 
The or di na tions per formed out side
his au thor ity are a ma jor act of rup -
ture.

An other Church
On the side of sep a ra tion, let us

add that as ton ish ing cer e mony of
Sep tem ber 17, 2006, in Lac-
Etchemin, dur ing which a priest, on
the strength of ce les tial rev e la tions
re ceived by the Found ress, was des ig -
nated and en throned to be the head of 
a new spir i tual group called “the
Church of John”. The Army of Mary
pa per (Le Royaume, no. 181) pub -
lished a full re port of that cer e mony.
One can re mark in it how the set of
sym bols as so ci ated with the per son
and mis sion of the Pope is fully uti -
lized and adapted in or der to de scribe
in what the func tion of this new spir i -
tual head con sists: in ter ro ga tion and
ac cep tance of the mis sion, the wear -
ing of a white soutane, the golden
sash and medal, a new sym bolic
name, coat of arms and motto, a ring
the sign of his au thor ity, a hom ily de -
liv ered from a sit ting po si tion in an
arm chair suit ing the oc ca sion, the
bless ing of the as sem bly, the sign ing
of an act in an of fi cial book.

Un der the name of Pa dre Jean-Pi -
erre, this priest has be come the spir i -
tual head of a group that is un der go -
ing a change, or trans mu ta tion, to
em ploy the term used, “from the
Church of Pe ter to the Church of
John”. This lat ter thus be comes a new 
re li gious group dis tinct and sep a rate
from the pre ced ing, un der the guid -
ance of a spir i tual head who suc ceeds, 
or re places, the pre ced ing head. An -
other Church, an other head: there we
cer tainly have a ma jor fac tor of sep a -
ra tion from the Cath o lic Church.

Pri vate Rev e la tions
Ba sic to the Army of Mary are the

pri vate rev e la tions the Found ress de -
clares she has re ceived since the age of 
twelve. There is also its ad her ence to
other pri vate rev e la tions com ing
from ap pa ri tions that took place in
Am ster dam where the Blessed Vir gin
is known un der the ap pel la tion of
“Lady of All Peo ples”. There are also
the com men tar ies or the o ries based
on these var i ous pri vate rev e la tions
and elab o rated and pro duced by au -
thors whose texts are cir cu lated by
the Army of Mary. That con sti tutes a
lot of ma te rial; in it are to be found
dec la ra tions ir rec on cil able with the

Cath o lic faith, for ex am ple those con -
cern ing a re in car na tion of the Vir gin
Mary, the Co-Re demp tion, the
Quinternity in God, the Church of
John.

The un prec e dented mis sion as Co-
Redemptrix given the Found ress (see
Le Royaume, no. 181) has the ef fect of
mak ing of the Army of Mary a group
that is break ing away and iso lat ing it -
self from the rest of the world of
Chris tian Churches. The bless ing
given by Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, Sep tem -
ber 17, in ren der ing “Glory to the Di -
vine Quinternity in the high est heav -
ens” will not soon be made part of
Chris tian rit u als, es pe cially when it is
noted that the Found ress is her self an
in te gral part of that Quinternity.

Warn ings
Over the years, a num ber of warn -

ings have been given by suc ces sive
Arch bish ops of Que bec or by the Ca -
na dian epis co pate in gen eral, with the 
ac cord of the Con gre ga tion for the
Doc trine of the Faith of which the
pres ent Pope Ben e dict XVI was the
head. For ex am ple, Car di nal Ouellet
pub lished a Pas to ral Mes sage April 4,
2005, in which he gave a just eval u a -
tion of the sit u a tion, pointing out the
harm be ing done the faith ful and the
Church by the dif fu sion of these non-
Cath o lic the o ries and urg ing the
mem bers of the Army of Mary to stop 
re ject ing the pas to ral judg ment of the 
le git i mate au thor ity.

Those var i ous warn ings were dis -
re garded, re jected by those re spon si -
ble for the Army of Mary, on the
grounds that the lan guage be ing used
was that of spir i tu al ity and not of the -
ol ogy, or again that it was a mat ter of
doc trinal de vel op ments, the per ti -
nence of which would even tu ally be
rec og nized at some point in the fu -
ture. In sup port of these grounds, the
opin ions of per sons were pre sented,
per sons who, what ever their qual i fi -
ca tion or their sta tus in the Church,
did not have the re spon si bil ity of
form ing judg ments re gard ing these
mat ters.

The Am ster dam Ap pa ri tions
The bishop of Am ster dam, Bishop

Josef M. Punt, ac knowl edged that
“the Am ster dam ap pa ri tions are of a
su per nat u ral or i gin”, de clar ing at the
same time that “the hu man fac tor
also ex erts a cer tain in flu ence”. In
De cem ber 2006, the bod ies man dated 
by him to give the in ter pre ta tions
flow ing from the mes sages, ac cepted
a re quest from the Con gre ga tion for
the Doc trine of the Faith that they
mod ify the prayer which posed a
prob lem, and which could now be
said in these terms: “May the Lady of
All Peo ples, the Blessed Vir gin Mary,
be our Ad vo cate”. In De cem ber 2004, 
Bishop Punt had de clared that there
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ex isted “no tie of cause and ef fect be -
tween the Am ster dam de vo tion and
the move ment that had formed
around Ma rie-Paule Giguère”. All of
this in for ma tion has not yet been di -
vulged in Le Royaume.

Is There Per se cu tion?
Are the Army of Mary and its

found ress the vic tims of a per se cu tion 
on the part of Church au thor i ties? A
num ber of ar ti cles in Le Royaume af -
firm this. The pres ent dis ci plin ary de -
ci sions are lik ened to oth ers im posed
upon per sons who were even tu ally
can on ized. Saint Pa dre Pio is given as
an ex am ple; he was sub jected to sanc -
tions from the Holy Of fice (an ces tor
of the pres ent Con gre ga tion for the
Doc trine of the Faith), and in 2002 he
was can on ized with great so lem nity.

In fact, such ex am ples could be
mul ti plied, and we could add here
those great theo lo gians of the 20th
cen tury (Congar, de Lubac) who were 
si lenced for a time, be fore be com ing
theo lo gians of the first rank at the
Sec ond Vat i can Coun cil and be ing
made car di nals. What has to be kept
in mind is that the great saints or
great theo lo gians who were sub jected
to dis ci pline, se renely ac cepted cer -
tain abuses of power of which they
could have been the vic tims. They
man i fested their true gran deur in the
no ble ac cep tance of con straint and
not by seek ing to stand up to some -
one, or prove them selves right at any
cost. In all of this is there not a way to
carry the Cross af ter the ex am ple of a
cer tain Je sus of Naz a reth? Or to walk
in the foot steps of Saint Paul, the
apos tle who bore more than his share
of tri als and spared no ef fort in or der
to bear wit ness to his Lord?

Broth ers and Sis ters in Je sus Christ
The fra ter nal bond be tween the

mem bers of the Cath o lic Church and
the mem bers of the Army of Mary

man i fests it self through the com mit -
ment they both have to the same Re -
deemer by vir tue of their bap tism and 
through a life that bears wit ness to his 
Gos pel; that is cer tainly pri mary and
fun da men tal. It goes with out say ing
that God’s grace can take paths, of
which it alone holds the se cret, in or -
der to touch and sanc tify spir its and
hearts. In this re gard, the pa per Le
Royaume fre quently gives tes ti mo ni -
als of those of Christ’s faith ful for
whom their con tact with the Army of
Mary marked the be gin ning of a re -
form of their Chris tian life, an awak -
en ing or deep en ing of their pi ety.
That is cer tainly a ray of light on a pic -
ture not lack ing in shad ows.

More over, the sim ple, in dus tri ous
and prayer ful life of the Sons and
Daugh ters of Mary is an ex cel lent
fore shad ow ing to the eyes of the
world, of the fu ture times when Christ
will be all things to all men. The li tur -
gi cal cer e mo nies cel e brated with fer -
vor and dig nity, and the care given
the li tur gi cal sing ing are al ready a
hint of what the ce les tial lit urgy, on
an even grander scale, will be. The en -
cour age ment given fam ily life and the 
at ten tion di rected to the young peo -
ple are also the seed of the Gos pel and
con sti tute fa vor able ground for
rapprochment with other Chris tians.

More on the level of the or ga ni za -
tion, the en thu si as tic wel come given
Arch bishop Ouellet’s as sump tion of
the of fice of Arch bishop of Que bec in
2003, or that given Arch bishop
Terrence Prendergast’s ap point ment
as Pon tif i cal Com mis sioner the same
year, was very pos i tive and gave good
hopes for the fu ture. The can cel la tion
by the Found ress of an agreed-upon
meet ing with the Arch bishop seems
to have been a turn ing point from
which the chasm of di ver gence has
made it self ever more clear.

Even when it be came in creas ingly

ap par ent that their dif fer ences of
view were ir rec on cil able, the per sonal 
meet ings of the Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioner with the Found ress or her col -
lab o ra tors re mained char ac ter ized by 
cour tesy and re spect. The ar ti cles in
Le Royaume, with a few ex cep tions,
have re tained the same tone. This is a
fact that must be noted and, af ter the
ex am ple of Mary who “med i tated
upon these things in her heart”, must
be care fully pre served for the fu ture.

Sep a rated Breth ren
That the re cent events draw the at -

ten tion more to what sep a rates is ob -
vi ous, and that is un for tu nate. Pos si -
ble ca non i cal sanc tions will, no
doubt, be added to the pres ent sit u a -
tion. It must be hoped that they will
serve to awaken or re veal the Chris -
tian ma tu rity of those who are the re -
cip i ents of them. In faith and ma tu -
rity, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
they can open up new paths; oth er -
wise there will be just ste ril ity. Given
the ab sence of a unity in faith or
ecclesial com mu nion, if there is one
wish that must be for mu lated in the
pres ent sit u a tion, it is that there be
main tained the cli mate of mu tual re -
spect that does not pre vent say ing the
truth, but that serves, first and fore -
most, the search for that unity of dis -
ci ples for which Christ, in the eve ning 
of His life, prayed.

“May they all be one. Fa ther, may
they be one in us, as you are in me and 
I am in you, so that the world may be -
lieve it was you who sent me” (John
17:21). May Christ’s prayer be tire -
lessly our own.

Fa ther Michel Founier

P.S.: Arch bishop Terrence Prendergast
has just been ap pointed Arch -
bishop of Ot tawa; I am hon ored to
have been able to as sist him in his
man date as Pon tif i cal Com mis -
sioner. M.F.

THE SAL VA TION OF SOULS
Lac-Etchemin, June 29, 2007

On the So lem nity
of Saints Pe ter and Paul

Dear Knights of Mary,
Re cently, a con trib u tory doc u ment

was pub lished in the re view Pas to rale-
Québec and signed by Fa ther Michel
Fournier. Af ter a read ing of that sub jec -
tive anal y sis, we find our selves obliged
to put cer tain things back in their con -
text and thus set the re cord straight ac -
cord ing to the truth which al ways has its 
rights.

THE SAL VA TION OF SOULS...
The sal va tion of souls... such is the

per spec tive from which ev ery thing
must be viewed when one an a lyzes the
Work in its to tal ity, in clud ing the stage
that is now open ing on the Church of

John. In ef fect, when a true knowl edge
in depth is had of the cir cum stances
and the sub stance of events that have
pre vailed since the be gin ning, it can be
seen that Ma rie-Paule never wanted to
found any thing what so ever – not a
Work, not a Com mu nity, not a
Eucharistic and Mar ian Cen ter, not a
Church. In fact, the ques tion can be
asked: was it Ma rie-Paule who founded 
all of that? It is ev i dent that Ma rie-Paule
was the IN STRU MENT that God chose
to re al ize all of it. In that sense, yes, she 
is the Found ress. But all of it re mains,
first and fore most and above all, the
Work of God Him self, and that is what
Ma rie-Paule has al ways af firmed in
say ing that she was the noth ing, the
zero. The ex am ple of the found ing of
the Army of Mary suf fices for us to un -

der stand how it is truly
God who is run ning
His Work in ev ery -
thing, down to the
small est de tails.

The fact is, on the
eve ning of a day of
prayer, Au gust 28,
1971, the Lord told
Ma rie-Paule, “TO DAY SAW THE FOUND -
ING OF THE ARMY OF MARY” (Life of Love,
vol. VIII, p. 78). So it was not by hu man will
but by di vine will that the Army of Mary
was founded. Prov i den tial events and
di vine in ter ven tions have al ways been
pres ent in the Work as they have been
in the life of our Found ress, not in a daz -
zling, spec tac u lar or ex te ri or ized fash -
ion, but al ways very dis creetly, when
Ma rie-Paule least ex pected them. From 
the be gin ning and still to day, it has
been and is the same for ev ery thing
that con cerns the Work: God causes us 

Fr. Eric Roy




