
“Come, Good and Faith ful Ser vant...”

 On Fri day, Sep tem ber 28, 2007,
Grégoire Giguère, Ma rie-Paule’s
brother, passed away in a car ac ci dent.
He was a man deeply com mit ted to
serv ing var i ous causes in his mi lieu: he
was the Grand Knight of the Knights of
Co lum bus (re gional of fi cer) for a num -
ber of years, a mem ber of the Cath o lic
Par ents As so ci a tion, a mu nic i pal coun -
cil lor and Pres i dent of the OTJ (for
young peo ple), etc.

He as sumed im por tant re spon si bil i -
ties within the Mar ian Work:

– He was the Prior (of fi cer) of the Prov -
ince Mary Queen of Can ada of the Mi li -
tia of Je sus Christ when this Work be -
came as so ci ated with the Army of Mary.

– On May 29, 1987, he was ap pointed
the first Gen eral in Chief (na tional of fi -
cer) of the work of the Ob late-Pa tri ots.

– Dur ing the triduum of May 2004 at
Spiri-Maria, he was re ceived among the
first group of the Knights of the Lady.

He de served this last ti tle, “Knight of
the Lady”, in a spe cial way, for he helped 
Ma rie-Paule in so many ways through
all the tri als she en dured in her life and
he came to her de fence on nu mer ous
oc ca sions.

The fu neral Mass was cel e brated at
Spiri-Maria on Sat ur day, Oc to ber 6,
2007, by Fa ther Eric Roy who
concelebrated with 21 con freres Sons
of Mary for our “pseudo-schis matic”
mem bers (can we be schis matic when
we are al ways faith ful to God’s plan, He
who is the su preme Au thor ity within the
Church?), who had come from a few Ca -
na dian prov inces and the United States, 
and who were so nu mer ous that the
cha pel could not con tain them all, so
that a large num ber fol lowed the cer e -
mony on gi ant screens set up in the
base ment and in the cha pel of the
neigh bor ing Res i dence.

At the same time, a com mem o ra tive
Mass (with out the pres ence of the body)
was cel e brated in the par ish church,
concelebrated by five priests, the par ish
priest, Fa ther Denis Bélanger, and Fa -
ther Fernand Perron; two cous ins of the
de ceased, Fa thers Doric Giguère, a
Mis sion ary Fa ther of Af rica (White Fa -
ther), and Gervais Giguère, a Mis sion -
ary Fa ther of Marianhill, and Fa ther Si -
mon Roy, a White Fa ther.

Fol low ing are ex cerpts from the hom -
ily given at Spiri-Maria by Fa ther Denis
Laprise, in or der to ren der a fi nal hom -
age to Grégoire who was a man highly

re spected by all.

“Come, good and faith ful ser vant,
en ter into the joy of your Mas ter”

These words are the call Je sus made
to His ser vant Grégoire....

“The ac ci den tal and un fore see able
de par ture of our brother Grégoire was
tragic for all the mem bers of his fam ily
and his friends. But who can pen e trate
the depth of the mys tery of hu man suf -
fer ings? Who can un der stand the rea -
son for cer tain tri als and com pre hend
the di vine plan for our life? So many
ques tions that come to mind at this time
and for which we would so like to have
an an swer or, at least, to re ceive a bit of
light in or der to soothe our pain. But the
light can only come from God.

To day, this man who, for years, was
im mersed in the busi ness world where
he ex celled – and you are the wit nesses
of this –, gath ers us around his cof fin.
His mor tal re mains re mind us that ev -
ery thing passes, and the only thing that
re mains worth while, in the Lord’s eyes,
are the good works ac com plished. And
they are nu mer ous. With out wish ing to
go into the mer its of his 82 years of life, it
is ap pro pri ate to men tion the kind ness
and fi del ity of this man as a cit i zen and
as a Chris tian.

“He dem on strated, first and fore -
most, a great no ble ness of soul and
heart.... Grégoire was a good man. This
ad jec tive sums up his en tire life, so to
speak. All those who had any thing to do
with Grégoire are unan i mous in de clar -
ing that he showed un flag ging de vot ed -
ness and an ever ac tive char ity....

Grégoire was a uni ver sal man. His
con stant con cern for the truth in the light
of God made of him a man of peace who
dis tin guished him self by that very deep
de sire for unity. With his wife, Odette, he
worked at it ev ery day and brought to -
gether all the fam i lies....

“Where did he get his strength? In
prayer and es pe cially in his de vo tion to
the Blessed Vir gin Mary; the prayer of
the ro sary and the rec i ta tion of the fif -
teen de cades was his fa vor ite prayer.
But he had an un shake able trust in
Mary, Lady of All Peo ples, Co-
Redemptrix, Mediatrix and Ad vo cate.
Grégoire was a Mar ian apos tle; as a
mem ber of the Army of Mary, he was al -
ways avail able to serve the Blessed Vir -
gin. This prov i den tial Work was, so to
speak, his en tire life. For his el dest sis -
ter, Ma rie-Paule, he was al ways the
guard ian an gel, the de fender, the pro -
tec tor and the con fi dent. For all of us, he
was a fa ther, a brother, a friend.... There

you have what this good and faith ful ser -
vant was who has now en tered into the
joy of His Mas ter, into the heart of the
Fa ther’s Heart.

* * *

Af ter the fu neral Mass, Grégoire was
in terred in the cem e tery next to Sainte-
Germaine de Lac-Etchemin church,
next to his par ents and the other de -
ceased mem bers of his fam ily.

A fi nal mem ory of Grégoire: Last
Sep tem ber 12, Ma rie-Paule had been
in formed by Heaven that there would
soon be a death in her fam ily (these
graces will be re counted in the next
White Book). On the same day, she in -
formed Pa dre Jean-Pi erre, Fa thers Vic -
tor and Eric, as well as a few Sis ters who
col lab o rate with her. A short time later,
Grégoire and his wife Odette came to
see her in her of fice, and at the end of
this meet ing, Grégoire, with a deeper
emo tion than usual, went to greet Ma rie-
Paule whom he held tightly in his arms,
tell ing her once again how happy he was 
in the Army of Mary: “we feel such a

strong love”. – “Yes, it is a fra ter nal
love...,” Ma rie-Paule com mented. Then, 
as Odette came up to em brace both of
them in her arms, Ma rie-Paule con -
cluded this last mem o ra ble meet ing with 
these words: “It is a ce les tial love.” –
“Yes, ce les tial,” Grégoire re plied in turn.

Is there a better ex pres sion to de -
scribe the cur rent of di vine and Mar ian
love that pre vails within the Work and at
our gath er ings in Ma rie-Paule’s wake?
And this, in spite of all the crosses that
may arise. In the heart of the Fa ther’s
Heart, we live, in truth,

“A ce les tial love.”

Sylvie Payeur Raynauld

On the web site of Ra dio Love, un der the 
sec tion “Vid eos”, at the fol low ing ad -
dress: www.radioamour.com/RA_vid -
eos.html, you may view (but in French
only) the fu neral Mass that was held for
Grégoire Giguère at Spiri-Maria on Oc -
to ber 6, 2007.
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The “con dem na tion” has fi nally been handed down... just be fore the feast of the Tri umph of the Cross
on Sep tem ber 14... your birth day. What a thought ful ges ture on the part of the ecclesial au thor i ties!!!...
to wish you a happy birth day. In our turn, we want to as sure you of our best wishes, sin cere, af fec tion -
ate and grate ful.              Faith fully,                                                                            – Monique and Guy Larribe
If the writ ings of the re li gious au thor i ties seem to be con stantly threat en ing the di rec tors of the Amry of
Mary, the el o quent tes ti mo ni als of the mem bers, on the other hand, tan gi bly present the solid ba sis of
this di vine Work and, of course, the many graces it brings with it and of which it is a sign.  – J. Bélanger


