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The Force of the Truth
The act of ex com mu ni ca tion against

the mem bers of the Army of Mary by 
the Church is the re al iza tion of what
was fore told Ma rie-Paule in 1958. It
is the re sult of an un der ground war
waged for more than thirty-six years
in an at tempt to de stroy, once and
for all, a di vine Work.

Sylvie Payeur R., in a re mark able

Bishop Jean Gratton’s Let ter to Lionel Bélanger

Bishop Jean Gratton Brother Lionel Bélanger

Bishop’s House, Mont-Laurier
July 17, 1984

Mr. Lionel Bélanger
St-Jovite, Que.

Dear Lionel,

Fol low ing up on our con ver sa tion of July 12, I want to
make clear cer tain as pects of my think ing  in re gard to you
or, if you will, your sta tus.

The months and the years pass rap idly. It was in 1982
that you got in touch with me. There was the re-en try into
the Grand Sem i nary, etc., etc. There is prob a bly no other
dos sier that has en grossed me as much as yours. That is not
an ex pres sion of re gret but rather of in ter est for what you
are. This is al ready the sum mer of 1984, and I must be clear
on that last point gone into the other day, namely the Army
of Mary, or, if you will, the Sons of Mary.

In case what I have just writ ten gives the im pres sion that
you were a bur den or that I re gret hav ing ac cepted the path
you have fol lowed since 1982, I want to say the fol low ing.
As a per son, you please me. You have ma tu rity, know how
to get along with peo ple sym pa thet i cally, while not be ing
blind to their qual i ties and faults. It is in ter est ing to dis cuss
with you mat ters of the Church, par ishes, etc. The judg -
ments in your re gard at this time are in agree ment with the
brief por trait I have just sketched. I come now to the Son of
Mary as pect.

I did not hide from you what I think of the Army of Mary,
of Ma rie-Paule. You said to me at the end of the dis cus sion,
that faced with the de ci sion of even tu ally hav ing to break
with what you call the Com mu nity (Sons of Mary), you
would be ask ing re flec tion and prayer in or der to take the
de ci sion. I think that we have reached that point. In 1982
and then in 1983, you told me that this group rep re sented
for you sim ply a “home”. Fa ther Beausoleil in no way re -
proaches you with mak ing your self an apos tle of the Army
of Mary. I think that, all the same, I put the true ques tion to
you the other day.

I went again to the Que bec sources. I spoke to Bishop
Marc Leclerc and to Fa ther André Lessard, the par ish priest 
of Saint Pius X par ish in which ter ri tory the Sons of Mary
are. More over, he has al ready met you. – Rome is ask ing
the Arch bishop of Que bec to set tle the prob lem, some thing
that, be tween us, is n’t easy (al ready said) be cause there are
good peo ple “in it” and not ev ery thing is bad, even if in spi -
ra tion is drawn from her (and the ex pres sions are not mine)
who is called a “re li gious crank”, “para noiac”. If you look
in the dic tio nary, you will un der stand the mis trust, the
pride, the warped mind that are traits char ac ter is tic of such
per sons. As for what con cerns “illuminism”, you’ll un der -
stand that a per son af fected by it claims to dis cover the truth 

him self, has his se crets, his in spi ra tions. It is the char ac ter -
is tic of sects that, as the need arises or ac cord ing to cir cum -
stances, latch onto ei ther wit nesses given or to the good val -
ues they are liv ing. As an ex am ple, if I ad mire the zeal of Je -
ho vah Wit nesses or of the Dis ci ples of In fi nite Love, that
does not mean that they are in line with the Church, with the
Gos pel. No his tor i cal er ror has ever pre sented it self as be -
ing to tally false or to tally true. When you told me that Ma -
rie-Paule quoted Fa ther Philippe to you and then the
postulator of a cause... of a Mex i can lady, I saw in that and
rec og nized the usual sce nario. At times, ob vi ously, the au -
thor ity of the Pope is in voked. Now, I spoke to you of
Rome, of the vis its to the Con gre ga tion where we spoke
pre cisely of the Army of Mary. And Rome asked us to see
pre cisely to a set tle ment of the prob lem, un der stand ing
very well just how del i cate the mat ter is. – Ev ery thing is not 
per fect in the Church, our par ishes, our priests, our bish ops. 
I know this, as do many oth ers. When it is a mat ter of a ten -
dency to sec tar i an ism, the heart has to be hard ened, fore -
see ing, as his tory tells us, to what such a ten dency can lead.
It was ex tremely dif fi cult to write and warn the
Charismatics against cer tain ten den cies, whereas we (bish -
ops) ad mit ted the mer its of their prayer, of their hymns also. 
Fi nally, Car di nal Suenens him self, an apos tle of the Char is -
matic Move ment, had to write his re cent book on the min is -
try of lib er a tion. With these lat ter, it was the pri mary trend
of the Evan ge lists (the sole au thor ity of the Gos pel) and the
fun da men tal ist in ter pre ta tion of Scrip ture that even tu ally
per verted their man ner of pro ceed ing. That does not mean
that the bish ops were against prayer! – I’m bab bling or
writ ing at great length... ex cuse me. Speak ing of prayer, I
can tell the mem bers of Prayer Re newal, and this reg u larly,
that they have given us the taste (for prayer). As an ex am -
ple, and this you al ready know, it is not be cause they form a
choir in his par ish that Fa ther Lessard does not ap prove of
the Sons of Mary.

There you are! I am thus plac ing you squarely be fore a
se ri ous de ci sion to be taken. My own po si tion is clear and
has be come clearer since 1982. With out hav ing ter mi nated
what is called the pro ba tion ary pe riod, thought will even tu -
ally have to be given to or di na tion... if things go well, shap -
ing up in a pos i tive sense. There is no ques tion of my even -
tu ally call ing you to an incardination by the diaconate
while at the same time you have ties with the Sons of Mary.
So you have a choice to make. My prayers go with you in
your de ci sion. It does hap pen that pain ful de ci sions have to
be taken with a view to ser vice to the Church, to de tach -
ment, but with out any big show.

May the Lord help you, and Mary also. Fra ter nally,

+ Jean Gratton
Bishop of Mont-Laurier

sum ma ri za tion, “The Army of Mary,
the Hid den Side of a Long Saga”, that
ap peared in “The King dom”, no. 186,
of July-Au gust 2007, re lated a num -
ber of out stand ing facts from among
all the ac tions taken by men of the
Church against the Work. There was 
not a sin gle gra tu itous af fir ma tion in 
her work. On the con trary, for each

of the facts re ported – and for many
oth ers not re lated – the Army of Ma -
ry pos sesses all the proofs of what it
af firms! Thus, Sylvie wrote: “So many
priests and re li gious au thor i ties, in -
clud ing Bishop Gratton and Bishop
Blais, would pro claim for all to hear
that Ma rie-Paule was ‘crazy’, a ‘re li -
gious crank’, ‘schizo phrenic’.” Fol -
low ing is a let ter, from among oth -
ers, that proves this dec la ra tion.




