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Youth Camps at Lac-Etchemin
GIRLS’ CAMP

For sev eral years now, the Daugh ters of Mary have been
or ga niz ing sum mer camps for our young girls. This year, the
camp for the 12-13 year-old girls was held from July 22-29
while the camp for the 14-15-16 year-olds took place from Au -
gust 5 to 12. The pur pose of these camps, un der the di rec tion
of Fa ther Hervé Lemay, is of a spir i tual na ture, first of all. With
the com ing into ex is tence of the Church of John, the theme
was the same as the one for the boys’ camp: “I be lieve”.

The camp be gins Sunday eve ning with the wel come. Af ter a
short meet ing with the par ents, a visit of the pre mises, etc., an
ac tiv ity is or ga nized to break the ice and so that, very quickly,
the girls get to know one an other. The usual in for ma tion is
passed on, there is a lunch and then each camper ac com pa -
nied by their team leader re tires to their place of lodg ing.

The day be gins with a time of prayer and Holy Mass, fol -
lowed by break fast. The teams take turns do ing the dishes.
This is fol lowed by the morn ing ac tiv i ties: work shop for the
learn ing of lan guages, in clud ing sign lan guage for deaf-
mutes, fol lowed by a pe riod of re lax ation with out door ac tiv i -
ties, com pet i tive games, a trea sure hunt on the theme of Life
of Love, etc. This is fol lowed by a choir prac tice. Be sides
beau ti ful se lec tions from a clas si cal rep er toire, songs from La
Bonne Chan son and com po si tions by Fa ther Bruno Ruel are
also prac tised. This year, the young girls were also in tro duced 
to po etry with the ad di tion, in their fi nal pro gram, of a poem by
Louis Fréchette, our na tional poet, so lit tle known, alas!

The sum mer camps teach the young girls those Chris tian
val ues our moth ers and grand moth ers handed down to us.
“As the woman goes, so goes the man.” The young girl must
be come aware of the great ness of her role, of the priv i lege of
be ing a woman, of the sub lime ness of moth er hood both on
the phys i cal and spir i tual lev els.

For a few years now, a “fash ion show of el e gance” has
been or ga nized. The young girls par tic i pate in it will ingly and
they learn the ba sic el e ments of good bear ing and mod esty.
Some of them have even sewn their own out fits for the oc ca -
sion. Along this same line of thought, a doc u men tary was
made tell ing the story of an Amer i can “beauty queen” who,
hav ing been con verted, now gives con fer ences on mar riage,
mod esty, etc. Thea tre can also be a school of for ma tion. This
year, the youn ger group pre sented a theme play en ti tled: “A
meet ing of the na tions at the UN”. The prep a ra tion of these
ac tiv i ties takes place in the early part of the af ter noon. This is
fol lowed by swim ming, weather per mit ting, or an other sport -
ing ac tiv ity be fore sup per.

Other ac tiv i ties are sched uled for the eve ning. Be sides the
camp fires, the con fer ences by Fa ther Rémi Tremblay and
Marc Bosquart aroused much in ter est and raised many ques -
tions. If the weather is fa vor able, the ro sary is re cited out doors 
in pro ces sion. In bad weather, it is said in side in sev eral lan -
guages: French, Eng lish, Span ish, Ital ian, Ger man.

OUT DOOR MASS
Dur ing the camp for the older girls, the group was re ceived

by the Sons of Mary at Marienthal for an out door Mass and a
can dle light pro ces sion. Upon their re turn, there was ad o ra -
tion of the Blessed Sac ra ment and con fes sion. An eve ning
that was greatly ap pre ci ated.

In or der to fa cil i tate ex changes among the girls, or di narily,
as early as Tues day, there is the fa mous ex cur sion day with a
pic nic. For the youn ger group, it was the Seven Falls Parc at
Saint-Geor ges, the visit of a church, walk ing along the paths
bor der ing the seven falls of the Fam ine River and a pic nic by
the river. They had much fun on the rocks in the cur rent and,
on the way home, there was a stop at the ice cream stand. For
the older group, they climbed Pil grim Mount at Saint-Léon-de-
Standon, had lunch at the foot of the mount and then vis ited
the Gar den of Lights. An en chanted mem ory of these strolls
amid the beau ti ful na ture cre ated by God re mains. The soul
rises “above the clouds” and dreams of other worlds to be ex -
plored...

In clos ing, we would like to men tion the ded i ca tion of our
cooks and team lead ers who gen er ously gave up their hol i day 
time for this good cause. A very sin cere thank-you to Fa ther
Hervé Lemay who so ca pa bly guides our young peo ple.

A tre men dous thanks to our Mother, Mother Paul-Ma rie,
who en cour ages us in so many ways; thank you to the Sons
and Daugh ters of Mary and to all the vol un teers who form a
won der ful team, mak ing these youth camps pos si ble.

Sis ter Ma rie-Ga bri elle Carbonneau

BOYS’ CAMPS
Last sum mer was the tenth edi tion of the sum mer camps

for young boys at the Res i dence of the Sons of Mary of
Marienthal at Lac-Etchemin.

Un der the theme “I be lieve”, twenty-two young boys be -
tween the ages of 11 and 14 met at Marienthal for the week of
July 22 to 29.

The camp or ga niz ers pro posed a well-bal anced pro gram
of ac tiv i ties for these young peo ple, which be gan with an
early-morn ing Mass. Then, af ter the morn ing meal, the work -
shops be gan: the build ing of kites, elec tron ics, leather works,
re pair ing bi cy cles and plas ter bas-re liefs fully oc cu pied the
fore noons of our en er getic boys. 

Sports were also given an im por tant place and a soc cer
tour na ment was or ga nized, an im i ta tion of the fa mous
“Mundial” which went on all week and ended the fol low ing Sat -
ur day with a hotly-dis puted fi nal match and the giv ing out of
med als made by the young boys in the plas ter bas-re lief work -
shop. In the af ter noon, the boys worked at dif fer ent jobs, mak -
ing their hum ble con tri bu tion to the im prove ment of the in stal -
la tions be long ing to the Army of Mary and it works in Lac-
Etchemin.

Thus, whether it be for the prun ing of trees, rock pick ing, or
improvents to the in stal la tions for the camps, each one
pitched in to make the dif fer ent sites al ways more beau ti ful.

How ever, we can not ig nore the fact that these camps have
a very spe cial spir i tual char ac ter is tic. Thus, the most im por -
tant time of the camp is cen tered on the night of ad o ra tion
which con sti tutes one of the ma jor steps in the prep a ra tion for
the im por tant cer e mo nial of the dub bing of the Young Knights
of the Lady.

Thus, on Wednes day eve ning, thir teen of the twenty-two
young boys were se ri ously pre par ing them selves for this
great cer e mo nial. It all be gan with a can dle light pro ces sion of
the Blessed Sac ra ment, bring ing to gether the camp ers and
the mem bers of the Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary. This pro -
ces sion headed for the open-air cha pel where the night of ad -
o ra tion be gan with the rec i ta tion of the ro sary and con fes -
sions. Ev ery young boy, ac com pa nied by a Son of Mary or a
camp coun sel lor, as sumed, each in turn, his time of ad o ra tion
be fore the Blessed Sac ra ment through out the night. Early
Thurs day morn ing, there was the de po si tion of the Blessed
Sac ra ment, fol lowed by an out door Mass and the send ing off
on a mis sion. In fact, the twenty-two young boys, ac com pa -
nied by the camp coun sel lors, went to the “Mas sif du sud”, a
splen did moun tain in the re gion, for a twelve-ki lo me ter ex pe -
di tion strewn with dif fi cul ties in or der to test the worth of our fu -
ture Knights.

The next day, af ter a well-de served night of rest, it was time
for the high point of this ac tiv ity, the very mov ing dub bing cer e -
mo nial of thir teen young Knights, pre sided over by Fa ther
Stéphane Boisvert.

That is how this won der ful week went which nor mally ends
in the eve ning with a “biv ouac” (a time of song and re lax ation
about a camp fire).

Fi nally, it was at Spiri-Maria, for the Sunday morn ing Mass
that this week filled with in tense ac tiv i ties, chal lenges, emo -
tions, but es pe cially with an un sus pected spir i tual joy, was
brought to a close.

We can not end this brief pre sen ta tion with out un der lin ing a
few el e ments of this tenth edi tion. First of all, we must men tion
the ex cep tional work of our mother cooks who were able to fill
the stom achs of our young camp ers and the mem bers of the
Com mu nity.

Then, there was the ex traor di nary at mo sphere in which the 
young camp ers and the mem bers of the Com mu nity had an
op por tu nity for fra ter nal ex changes at meal times, at eve ning
prayer, about the camp fires and in the course of the dif fer ent
ac tiv i ties for which the Sons of Mary spon ta ne ously joined the
youth. They were cer tainly ex clu sive mo ments for these
young peo ple to open their souls to God’s call ing.

Thank you to the Com mu nity of the Sons of Mary for their
ex cep tional wel come over the years; thank you to the Com -
mu nity of the Lady for hav ing al lowed us to live such won der ful 
ex pe ri ences; fi nally, thank you to our dear Mother, Mother
Paul-Ma rie, who ac com pa nies us with her prayers, her ten -
der ness and her kind words.

Alain Têtu and Yvan Laprise
The team of camp or ga niz ers


