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“I Will Wait for You on the Way of the Christ” (Saint Ste phen)

The re cent so cial events touch ing the 
Church, which have re ceived much me -
dia at ten tion in Que bec, aroused nu -
mer ous pub lic re ac tions, es pe cially in
let ters to the ed i tor and with var i ous ed i -
to rial writ ers.**

And what have we heard? A great
many voices were vi ciously raised
against the Holy Church and against the
Pri mate of Can ada, His Em i nence Car -
di nal Marc Ouellet.

More over, it was quite ex traor di nary
to see with what an ill-founded as sur -
ance so very many of our con tem po rar -
ies voiced their re proaches and
launched spite ful at tacks against what
con sti tutes none the less var i ous im mu -
ta ble el e ments of Cath o lic doc trine –
and there fore of di vine love and mercy –
re vealed ei ther in per son by the Lord Je -
sus, the In car nate Truth, or through the
lips of the Apos tles or the Saint Pauls in
whom He deigned to es tab lish His
dwell ing place and con tinue His teach -
ing.

And what have we seen? These peo -
ple in tend to im pose on the Cath o lic
Church their own vi sion, their “im prove -
ments”, their own in ter pre ta tion of the
sac ra ments and their own the ol ogy, in
other words, to teach God His trade.
“They want to take away from the shep -
herd the graz ing land that is his! They
want to im pose one that will de liver ev -
ery thing over to the en e mies!” (Anne-

Catherine Emmerich, A.II.414)

In the best of sit u a tions, they are
“Chris tians, car ried away by ex am ple,
want ing, they also, to build so ci ety fol -
low ing the meth ods and norms of the
work men of in iq uity” (Raoul Auclair, Les

Épiphanies de Ma rie, p. 76), and here make it
their busi ness to want to force upon the
Church and the de posit of the faith the
pos tu lates of hu man laws and the court
judg ments that are as re cent as they are
strangely in com pat i ble with the re -
vealed truth.

Who will tell them – as they them -
selves will re al ize quickly enough – that
these thoughts are chaff which the wind
dis perses? That hu man laws do not
change di vine de crees,1 and that above
the courts there is some thing in fi nitely
more supreme?

Are they not clearly demonstrating
what Scrip ture says: “They cer tainly had 
knowl edge of God, yet they did not glo -
rify him as God...; they stul ti fied them -
selves through spec u lat ing to no pur -
pose, and their sense less hearts were
dark ened”? (Rom 1:21)

Such ar gu ments even seem to be in
the pro cess of cre at ing a wide con sen -
sus among those of our most un for tu -
nate breth ren for whom the slight est
evo ca tion of the Gos pel, of truth, of for -
give ness and the spread ing of these in -
stantly causes them to roar with an ger
and launch into filthy re marks which
they con sider to be a mark of ge nius and 
who, be sides, did not miss their chance
to as sert “their spir i tu al ity” with the last
char i ta ble com ments made by Car di nal
Ouellet.

From among these peo ple, it is still
nec es sary to sep a rate those in whom
there is still even a slight abil ity to dis tin -
guish good from evil, the truth from the
lie and from er ror, the re al ity from il lu -
sion, that is to say, “those who have not

joined in the im mense de nial, who do
not shout out their blas phemy in the
midst of blas phemy, who do not add
their de fi ance to the earth’s de fi ance.
(Les Épiphanies de Ma rie, pp. 72-73)

And, on the other end of the spec -
trum, dur ing these same pub lic hear -
ings, what have we seen and heard? In
these gran di ose and sol emn times of
the great apos tasy and all that it an -
nounces, he ros were raised in our
midst. Be fore the “Go li ath-like” scorn of
the me dia and the obe di ent and fas ci -
nated flocks they are lead ing to the
abyss, cou ra geous and sim ple be liev -
ers, here and there, raised their voices.
In this new land, in which the Word of
God was, from the very be gin ning,
abun dantly sown, as sid u ously fer til ized
by the sac ra ments and in ces santly ir ri -
gated by the per se ver ing prayers of our
an ces tors, to day, the last of its faith ful
sons, pre pared to be tor tured by the me -
dia, have boldly stood up be fore the
count less hordes of the en emy. 

They came to the de fence of prayer
and... of their re li gious home land.

Jour nal ists were quick to em pha size
just how much these ques tions have
stirred the in ti mate roots at the very
depths of Que bec on the one hand, and
how, on the other hand,  sud denly the
pro longed and deaf en ing si lence of the
cler i cal voices on these im por tant sub -
jects was out of place, even though
these souls had to tally ded i cated them -
selves to them as priests for eter nity.

Now, the Word of God and the wit -
ness of Je sus Christ, the apos tles, the
proph ets, the pa tri archs and the count -
less saints af firmed with an in de struc ti -
ble con sis tency that prayer is a vi tal ne -
ces sity and in sep a ra ble with Chris tian
life (2744, 2745 CEC).

Now, our Blessed Mother informs us
that “the world needs a shower of
prayers to be pu ri fied from the sins that
draw pun ish ments from God. And since
only a few peo ple pray, those few must
pray as if they were many.” (Maria Valtorta,

The Poem of the Man-God, vol. I, p. 99)

“Mary clearly said what had to be
clearly said: the ne ces sity of prayer, es -
pe cially the prayer of the ro sary. She
con stantly came back upon this in the
course of her ap pa ri tions. In this is the
es sen tial; in this is what suf fices.” (Les

Epiph a nies de Ma rie, p.23)

Thus Mary in sists, ex horts, be -
seeches, im plores and re peats: “Pray
much.”

Given that “to pray well is a grace and
we have not mer ited it; but to pray much
is a mat ter of the will, and here, yes, the
ef fort is within our power.” (Id., p. 74)

Now, “it is not prayers that are de -
manded of Chris tians to day. Acts are re -
quired. Works are re quired. And, cer -
tainly, these are good. But is not prayer
better? – “No!” is the an swer from all
sides. And I, I say, ‘Yes!”, and I say it with 
the Vir gin, and I say it with Christ; the
con tem pla tion of Mary is better than the

ac tiv ity of Mar tha. Prayer first; then the
works.... In this fe ver of ac tiv ity which
has seized Chris tians, is there not a lit tle
of that frenzy of the world eman ci pated
from God...?” (Id., p. 76)

Did not Blessed Catherine Emmerich 
say, in ref er ence to our time: “I saw
many good and pi ous bish ops, but they
had no back bone and were weak, so
that the wrong side of ten got the up per
hand.” (A.II.414) And also: “They can not
tol er ate hear ing some one say that
“things are go ing badly”. In their eyes
ev ery thing is good, pro vided that they
can glo rify them selves with the world!”
(A.III, 184) In this case, the world is the
me dia, pub lic opin ion and those who,
rail ing against the pas tors, show us
with out a doubt that they have no idea
what spirit moves them.

Can we even blame such blind ness?
Is it not writ ten that apos tasy (cf. 2 Thes

2:3)  would pre cede the day of the Eter -
nal One? Should we even re joice over
this, in fact, since it an nounces that
great and fear some day? Fur ther more,
who was not se duced and blind be fore
hav ing re ceived the tre men dous grace
of the gentle light Mary, the Lady of All
Peo ples, spreads about, and which so
many souls are still seek ing in the pres -
ent tem pest? And as Pa dre Jean-Pi erre
ex plained, at the hour  when the Lord will 
want them to know, some of them may
even be come our mod els of ho li ness.

In the mean time, to who ever casts
stones at us, let us re peat the dy ing
words of Saint Ste phen as he smiled up
at Saul: “My friend, I will wait for you on
the way of the Christ.” (The Poem of the

Man-God, vol. 5, p. 909).

Jean D’Auteuil

1. “The word it self that I have spo ken will be
his judge on the last day.” (Jn 12:48)   and
Maria Valtorta, The Poem of the Man-
God, vol. IV, p. 747.

**Trans la tor’s note: In ref er ence to the
Bouchard-Tay lor Com mis sion on “rea son -
able com pro mises” deal ing with re li gion and
sev eral other ba sic el e ments af fect ing so ci -
ety, be fore which Car di nal Ouellet pre sented 
a brief, the con tents of which aroused much
me dia at ten tion.

The mar tyr dom of Saint Ste phen

May Al mighty God, Fa ther, Son and True Spirit, bless you
and may the Trin ity of the Im mac u late spread a pro fu sion of

“Graces, Re demp tion and Peace” upon you 
and upon the en tire world, for ever and ever. Amen.


