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Deep est Grat i tude to Our Vol un teers!
On Sunday, No vem ber 11, on the

oc ca sion of the Mass of thanksgiving 
for the vol un teers, Fa ther Denis
Thivierge spoke in these words,
draw ing his in spi ra tion from the
day’s read ings.

“Now he is God, not of the dead, but
of the liv ing; for to him all men are in fact
alive.”

We Chris tians be lieve that death is
not the last word. God did not cre ate us
in or der then to al low us to dis ap pear.
Je sus Him self will give us proof of this
through His res ur rec tion from the dead. 

Some would like proofs of this res ur -
rec tion of Je sus. No preacher will ever
be able to pro vide proofs, but all priests
will tell you that faith is based, first of all,
on the word of Christ’s Apos tles, which
they went so far as to sign with their mar -
tyr dom. Faith rests on the word given
and taught still to day by so many wit -
nesses who do not merely de liver nice
ser mons, but who re ally live what they
preach.

Res ur rec tion is at the very cen ter of
faith. We can be lieve in God, in the value 
of Je sus’ teach ing, in the ex cel lence of
the Gos pel mor als, but if we do not be -
lieve that Christ is risen and that we are
called to share in His eter nal life, then
the preach ing of priests is use less, as is
the faith of the faith ful. The Sad du cees
be lieved in God, but since they did not
be lieve in eter nal life, it was as though
their faith did not change their life... Un -
for tu nately, many Chris tians live in the
same way, that is to say, as though the
spir i tual life had no in flu ence on their ev -
ery day life.

Je sus pres ents His Fa ther to us as
be ing “the God of the liv ing”. And this
God of the liv ing is no stranger to our
lives: Adam in the Gar den of Eden
spoke to Him with out fear, as though
talk ing to a friend. Mo ses spoke to the
peo ple of Is rael of a God who talked with 
him in the burn ing bush and who con tin -
ued to talk with him, to dic tate to him His
will for His peo ple. Es sen tially, Mo ses
was re fer ring to a God who is bound in
with the des tiny of His peo ple.

God con tin ues to talk to each one of
us, and it is the man ner in which we are
open to this bond of the word that makes 
of us men alive for ever. God is close to
each one of us; He lis tens to us, is al -
ways pre pared to wel come us, ready to
an swer us. He is at ten tive to each one’s
prayer. It is not only Adam, Mo ses and a
few saints who were able to con verse
with Him. Ev ery one can be re ceived for
a hear ing in His pres ence at ev ery hour
of the day or night.

Our God is a God of the liv ing, not
only of those liv ing in Heaven, but also of 
all those who live off His life through
bap tism and the state of grace. Al ready
on this earth, we can ben e fit from the
res ur rec tion of Christ, for our bap tism
has us par tic i pate in an in ti mate life with
God.

Eter nal life is not only what there will
be af ter death, for it al ready be gins here
on this earth. Eter nal life is al ready a di -
men sion of our pres ent ex is tence. “Eter -
nal life is this,” said Je sus, “to know you,
the only true God, and him whom you
have sent, Je sus Christ” (Jn 17:3). No
Chris tian is per mit ted to spurn “life on

earth” to the ben e fit of a “ce les tial life”. If
we so de sire it, our life on earth can al -
ready be ce les tial. The only thing that is
dif fer ent, as Saint John tells us, is the
man i fes ta tion of our con di tion as chil -
dren of God.

We do not have the right to spurn life
on earth; how ever, in or der to pre serve
eter nal pos ses sions and thus par tic i -
pate in God’s life, it is per mis si ble to
spurn cer tain as pects of life on earth, as
Maccabees’ sons dem on strated so
well, as they were mar tyred be cause of
their fi del ity to God. That is to say that
death is con sid ered to be noth ing when
it is in the per spec tive of res ur rec tion.

Our pas sage from this earthly life to
the ce les tial life should take place a lit tle
more ev ery day. The King dom of God is
in us and all about us. We must make
this King dom ever more vis i ble and ac -
ces si ble through our words and our at ti -
tudes.

Good has a ten dency to spread,
Saint Thomas Aqui nas teaches us. A lit -
tle like the flower that does not keep for
it self its won der ful scent and splen did
col ors, or the sun keep ing its warmth
and light for it self, the Chris tian is urged
to not keep for him self his faith and spir i -
tual her i tage. Fur ther more, if for me faith 
is the most pre cious thing there is and I
have ex pe ri enced this, what will I not do
so that oth ers may ben e fit from it as
well? “Give gra tu itously what you have
re ceived gra tu itously,” Je sus tells us.

Many peo ple in the Work have un der -
stood this and have hoped that oth ers
might ex pe ri ence in their turn the tre -
men dous hap pi ness they have in their
hearts af ter hav ing felt the love of God.
This is man i fested first of all through
prayer. And then oc ca sions al ways
come up to al low them to bear wit ness to 
the hope there is in their hearts.

The par ents who are mem bers of the
Work have trans mit ted this in es ti ma ble
trea sure of the faith to their chil dren. And 
still oth ers, hav ing un der stood the rich -
ness of faith and the ben e fits of Life of
Love have given of their time and their
means so that as many peo ple as pos si -
ble may profit from it.

To day, we wish to un der line the valu -
able con tri bu tion of all the vol un teers in
Mary’s Work. Yes, what would this Work 
be with out the work of vol un teers? In
fact, what would the Church of Christ
have be come with out the gra tu itous de -
vot ed ness of its mem bers? There is our
found ress who, from the very be gin ning, 
set an ex am ple for us by work ing gra tu -
itously in her small kitchen. And then
there are the priests who give of them -
selves un stint ingly.

There are sec re tar ies who lis ten,
who read and who re ply to thou sands of
peo ple un til late at night. We can re call
the won der ful and lengthy prep a ra tion
re quired for cer e mo nies. So many peo -
ple would de serve to be men tioned
when we think of vol un teer work within
the Army of Mary that we al ways run the
risk of for get ting some. Let us think of
the sac ris tans, the al tar serv ers, the or -
gan ists, the choir mem bers, those who
faith fully see to the up keep in side and
out side, the grounds and flower beds, or
the mem bers of the Ser vice and Or der
Unit, to those who look af ter the au dio vi -
sual com po nents; those who teach cat -
e chism, with out for get ting the sup port

given the el derly, all the
work shops, those in the 
kitch ens, etc. It is im -
por tant to pub licly say
thank-you at least once
a year, for the con tri bu -
tion of our vol un teers
al lows the Work to hold
its own and to de velop.

Let us re call all the
ap os tolic voy ages to Ja maica and It aly
in or der to ren o vate and sup port the
works of the Sons and Daugh ters of
Mary. We could also bring to mind all the 
ren o va tion work done in our res i dences
in Can ada, the snow re moval, the pre -
par ing of our meet ing halls, and I am
think ing here par tic u larly of Mon treal
and Montmagny when we had our large
gath er ings there. The real rich ness of
the Army of Mary is our vol un teers! (Cf.

book let no. 12) For no one lives off our
Works (cf. Le Royaume, March 1986) and no
one can claim to do so ei ther. It is also as 
a re sult of that that the Army of Mary has
been able to of fer sub stan tial do na tions
to the Holy Fa ther, to the Church, to the
poor, the lep ers, the more des ti tute (cf.

book let no. 5). And to day, we can say that
with out the vol un teer work of our mem -
bers, there would sim ply not be the cha -
pel Spiri-Maria. Those who gave of
them selves the most in the Work have
never re ceived a sal ary. Nor have they
al lowed them selves to take a meal at the 
ex pense of the Work, and ev ery day, we
can see that God pro vides for ev ery -
thing (cf. Le Royaume, May 2002). Let us re -
mem ber that it is God who calls and who
guides us; it is God who in spires the
good deeds of the vol un teers which
ben e fit all of us (cf. Le Royaume, July 1997).

And all of this is done in a spirit of grat -
i tude for all the bless ings re ceived from
God and, fur ther more, a great joy flows
from this (cf. Le Royaume, No vem ber 2002).
As a con se quence, to day’s Mass has
been of fered for the in ten tions of all our
vol un teers.

Fa ther Denis Thivierge

Fr. Denis
Thivierge

Ev ery year, a group of vol un teers un der -
take the task of spring clean ing in the
cha pel of Spiri-Maria.

Rosa Lunch mem bers- 
The volunteers who
make and sell the
sand wiches and bev er -
ages dur ing our days
of prayer.

Gilles Neault and Pier ret te Roy
in the kitchen at Spiri Maria Pietro.


